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W Hex preſent the Engliſh Reader wit! 
the molt diverting as well as inſtructive 
Book that France has produced theſe ma- 
ny Years. It is wrote with a Strength of 
of Reaſoning, a Freedom of Thought, 
anda Vein of juſt Humour, which that 
XX Nation was hardly thought capable of: And which is 
nloſt ſurpriſing, nowithſtanding the ſuppoſed Impoſſi- 
= bility of ſuchan Attempt, the Author has found a new 
Set of Characters never before repreſented in Europe. 
He has opened to us a Scene of Action which all the 
Curioſity of our moſt famous Travellers cou'd never 
X pierce into, and given us fo natural an Idea of the 


=Z Manners of the Seraglio,the Thoughts and Paſſions of 


a number of Women confined for the Pleaſures of a 
{ſingle Man, and the Notions and Caſt of Mind of the 


watching them, that one” wou'd almoſt believe the 
Letters to be genuine. | 


{ary in a Country where that Language is ſo much un- 


is ſo obſcure, that tho' I think Ihave had a tolerable 
experience in this Tongue, yet without much Thought 
and eyen ſometimes conſulting of Friends, I own L 
cou'd not have reach'd the Senſe. The Author, hurried 
away by the Fire ol his Wit, and the multizude of 


Thoughts crouding in upon him, cou'd not ſo well at- 
tend to perſpicuity of Expreſſion. But if we often forgive 


an Author his want of Thought when his Languags 
A 2 ET, 18 


Advertiſement. > 


| Eunuchs whoſe whole Lives are ſpent in guarding and 


It ever the Tranſlation of a French Book was neceſ- 


derſtood as in England, it is this, which in many places : 


25 


_ 
preten _ erect oh 8 
ne ayers th if a, Knew it]. Von buryrifin'eternal 


e He has threaten'd us with ſo ſevere a Penalty 


it we enquire him out, namely, that of being ſilent 
trom the Moment he is diſcovered, that the World 
would have no great Obligation to wy 18 O imper- 


Bree Ne at ſnou d make th ſotrk | E 
fling an ormation witk ſo inyalua ea 10 WP. 6 0 


10 the Author See his Promiſe of favourin e 7 "2 


- For the better Jaſtrugion of the Readers I tar 
added a few Notes. i | 
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rs BEK 7 his Friend Ruſtan at Iſpahan. He deſires 
% "3 to know what People ſay of his going to travel. p. 3. 


g 


Petter IV. Zephis to Usbek, at Erzeron. She complains 


Petter 11. Usbek to the Chief black Hunuch, at his Se- 
raglio at Iſpahan. He gives him Directious about ma- 
naging his Hives. 


— p. of 
Wetter III. Zachi fo H sbek at Tauris. She bemoans his 


71 Abſence, and recals to mind ſeveral paſſages of their 


Tove. : 


of the Black Eunuch, LE p. 7 
getter V. Ruſtan o Usbek, at Erzeron, An accoune 


x 3 f what People [ay of his Travelling. 2 ib. 
Petter VI, Usbek 70 his Friend Neſſir, at Iſpahan. His 
== Thoughts ubon leaving his Na tive Country | 


| - By 
eiter VII. Fatme to Usbek, at Erzeron. She ſets 
== forth her Uneaſineſs at his Abſence. „ 
Netter VIII. Usbek 1 his Friend Ruſtan, The real 
Cauſesof his Journey. 3 p- 11 
Fetter IX. The Chief Eunuch to Ibbi, at Exzeron. He 
comvares the Miſery of his Condition, and the trouble 
ſomneſs of his Employment of guarding of Women, to. 
the Happineſs of Ibbi's, in going to ſee the World with his 
Maſter, . 5 
etter X. Mirza to his Friond Usbek, at Erzeron. He 
deſire h Thoughts upon a point of Morality, namely, 
whether Men were born to be Virtuo:1s, and not for them 
| ſelves, : . F x P. 17 
Letter XI. Usbek to Mirza, at Iſpahan. He anſwers 
his Queſtion, by an Account of a Nation called Froglo- 
dites, that were almoſt as ſavage as brute Beaſts, 5:7 
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ved without mr or Government,” "The Miferi 8925 and] | . 
N iencies 0 dr 1 
Letter x11. Usbek zo 22 799 . The amt 27 x 
nued. Io Troglodite Families. live differently fron 3 
their. Countr yen in the pur ſuit 5 Fares, The Happi- 4 
neſs of thoſe bamiles. ._.-, 1.1 585.21 

Leer Ali. a 'o the ſame 4 ther Froumnt” 40 1 
the Virtue af the Troglo adites.. Their Moderation, 3 
their Courage in the Defence of. their Profertie, and ___ 1 
Wives and Children. bi. 

Letter XIV. Usbek fo the ſame. , 9 
a King. His unwillingneſs to accept that Honour.: p. 23 

Leiter . Usbek to Mollah Mehemet Ali, De 
of 75 ree Tombs. He pays Veneration 2 e "i 
E Ires 5 to anſwer his pe 


os 


"I . 
ö 
1 * x 


EE wel+ Code Ottoman Empire. Wo 1 70 


han. He rebrimand⸗ ber ſeverely, for being caxght t 4. 1 4. 

— with Nadir the white Funuch. p. 3309 
Letter XX. Usbek to the chief of. the white E ungechs. 1 2 1 
threatenshim for os neglect his Care. p. 3 1 i 
Letter XXI. ws ek to his FrientJbben, at Smirna. He 
ſüurprixed at the great Liberties ef the Italian men. p. 36 
Letter XXII. Rica 70 Ibhen, at Smirna. An Account i 3 
Ran | [The French Xing a great Magitian. The Tope 
The Conſtitution u nigenitus. Secret Ene 

— which the Ki ing con 4 neuer find out. pe. 37 
Letter XXIII. Usbek zo Ibben, at Smirna, , Peil AF 
_ Friendſhip. p- 4 
Foyer XXIV. Usbek to Roxana, ar the Seraglio of 1ſpa-Þ 
han, He compares the Modeſty of the Perſian Wome! 
with the Impudence of the European. 41 


p. 
Letter XXV, Usbek to Neſſir, at Iſpahan. The A -_ s 4 


"T4 GQNF I% IS 
1133 does not agree with him. 
tter RAVI:Rica o , 24 dbſeription of the French 
Rs Play- houſes, F ops and Ae. A Letter from 1 


1 Lene " the Dancers of * Operato deſire Usbek: 88 


ber into Perſia with him. | ann 
XXVII. Rica to Ibben, ar Smirna. An Account 
8 the Pope and Romiſh he jan The'ng Mer. P. 48 


＋ tter XXVII. Rica to the ſame. The prix F rhe 


8 People of Paris upon the Sight of a Perſiin. p: 50 


( Petter XXIX. Rhedi to Usbek, az Paris. 2 


better XXX. Rica * 4 Deſcription of the Hoſpical 
Blind People. p. 52 
letter XXXI. Usbek te Rhedi, ar Venice, Of rhe Uſe 
of Wine, The good Betis of Liquors in adenine 4 


elancholy. 
better XXXII. Riea to lbben, at Smirna. The riaſmef 


F the Sprightline/s of the Europeans, and the Gravity 
7 the Aliaties. « 55 


1 Letter XXXIII. Usbek zo Gemchid his Conſm, + Der- 
viſe of the ſhining Monaſtery of Tauris. He believes tis 


8 Poſſible the Chriſtians may be ſaved upon account” of the 
| Conformity there is in many particulars N their 
Religion and Mabometiſm 1 


4 Letter XXXIV. Usbek to Rhedi, a7 wentes, 'Of rhe - 


Mus if Paris. The Controverſy about Homer. p. 58 

Letter XXV. 'Vsbek to Ibben, at Smirna TheChara#ter 
of the late French King, chiefly in his private Liſe. p. 63 

etter XX XVI. Rica to lbben, at Smirna: He examines 
whether it be rea ſonable to allow Women the Liberties and 
Privileges which they enjoy in Europe, * 
Lettet XXXVII. Hadgi Ibbi ro the Jew Ben Joſhus, 4 
Mahometan Proſelyte at Smirna. An Attount of 1b 
" Miracles" which happened. at the Birth of Mahomert, 
and the Conteſt among the Birds, the Clouds, the Minds, 
- aid the Angeli, wh.ch ſhout have the honour of edic- 


cating him. 121 , p. 6 4 
Letter XXXVIII. Usbek to _— arSmirna. Fune- 
rale n 85 p. 66 
eee 4. Letter 
; j | LAH ADE RIDES, 
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The ON YEN TS. 


Letter XXXIX. The Chief of ehe Blact Eanuchs * 
-»bek. He ſends him word that one of the Black Eunucbss 
Being dead, he attempted to put one of the Slaves into a 
 :Capacity of ſucceeding him, but be would not 99 6 H 4 

- the Operation, p. 66 

Lagos XL. Fharan 70-Usbelsy/ bis oro an Lor d. = . 

egs that he may not be Caſtrated. 6 
12448 XL. Uebek to Pharan, 4 che Gardencar Fel 
me. He grants his Regueſt, Mall wer bp ol M 


Letter XLII. Usbek/toRhedi, 4. VealteT The Van. 1 1 
ty of all Profeſſions; of the Women of Erivan; f ＋ 
boor wretched Indian King; of the Cham of Tartary. 
N ibid. Wy 
1 Rhedi t0 Usbek, MA: . A mad Al. 1 i 
22 ebymiſt fancied he had got the Phileſo pher*s Stone p. 71 
A XLIV. Usbek 4 Rhedi, ar Venice, Gf: 
* endleſs Diſputes about Religion. ThePrayes. F ont that. 
could not tell. which to embrace. p. 
Letter XLV. Zacbi to Usbek, at Paris. She g. ves him 
an Account of what paſſed at the Seraclio, and — 1. 
Journey his Women took into the Country. p. 7 
- Letter XLVI. Usbek o Rbedi, ar Venice. 4 Deſer h- 4 
F — Company he had been in: the Character of 1 : 
. vain Financier; of 4 foppiſh; Abbe; > of a miſerabi "1 
Port; of an old narrative Soldier; of a tain Cor, lt 
that made it his whole Buſwneſs,codebauch Amen. p. 70% 
Sr XLVII. Rica to Usbek, at#* . T#hat paſſe K 
between him and a Mon, that wanted to ſettle a MI fn | 


ſion in Perſia, . Þ! 2.5 i 
Aae XLVIII. Rica *. Of Vanity. pe 9 79 


Lettet XLIX. Nargum, Envoy from Perſia, i Muſcol 

vy. te Usbek, az Paris: "The Mannersdf the Muſco-lf 9 
vites. A Lerter from a Muſcovite Woman, — 
ing bitterly that her e bent her. Thy Chu. 


1 ractenof the C zar. up. 8 
Lester L. Rica to Usbek, . The Deſire 7 00 1 


Momen to be thought young. p f 
an, LI. Zelis to Usbek, at Pack gbe daßtes 10 
know whether he will conſent to give Zelida his Slave, 
lebe * fo 8 whate NONE "I Ann ; 
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Ter &©0N TDN TS 
3 tter 151. Rica dete 4 *. The Way d 


8. | 
a JLONG * 
4 uy Im Rica 0 iwoben, at Ain Tie Indiſſe- 


1 brence- in which the French lie with their Wives. 
MF 


„% | 
66 4 vy” » % P. pe 93 


\ „ þ ter LI. Usbek 7e Ibben, at Smirna. f 'Gam- 


Hi 

67 U 1 AZ" W Dow. p. 95 

8 1 ox . v. Uebek to Rhedi, ac Venice; . Buſineſs 

6g M, a Caſuiſt. p. 96 
11- Fetter LVI. Rica de bedte 4 dt Venlee! 07 the 7 vari- 

42 ous ſharping Ways of living in France. 86 
y. Letter LVII. Rica t Usbek, at ***, He ſheꝛus, by 
id. "8b the Characters of ſome old People with whom he had 


been in Converſation, that we S Judge W 1 


4. 

71 uith an Eye to our ſal ves. 

tb eiter LVIII, Usbek 0 ben 4 Smit, of the 
bu Jews in Europe. . 89 
7; Wetter LXIX. Usbek 10 Rhedi, at Venice? AGhrg- 
n man ſhews him how difficals it is fer one of their —_ 4 
7 ian to pieaſe in the Hurld 5 | 


eiter LX. Zelis :o VHsbek, at Paris, The Fore of. Ha- 
15. biin mal ing a Woman virtuous, * p-. 93 
Letter I. XI. Rica 2 Usbek, aT -of the way * 
1 \.. pleaſeng the Women in France. p- 94 
3 UL.ertefk LXII. Tue Chief of theBlack Ennchs, to ,Uabek; 


5% . Paris. 4 the Irregularities of his Serazlio. The 
[ci | good Order obſer er ved in that wherein he was bred up. 


87 4 F Letter LXIII. Usbek to his Wines, at the Sund at IG 


- 838 /, .paban, He b wee Foes for not obſerving Diſci- 
ſco - ux. p- 
Go. Leier LXIV. Rica 10 * * x, 0 A p. 100 
au- Letter LXV. Abben to Usbek, at Paris. The Hiſtory of 
04. > Apheridan.ard Aﬀtartey to 96: 1 ori p. or 
Letter EXVI. Rica zo Usbek, as * * *. The 'C Arac- 
\ ot "ter ufc an ignorant French Fadge. een 
871 Vetter LXVII. Usbek zo Rhedi, at Venice. That 


God + Preſcience i is not incomparible with Man's Free- 


TI will. > .2-Þ. TIS. | 
his Teuer LXVIII. Zelis ro Usbek, a} Paris. An Account 
= of a great Affi. ont put upon his Friend doliman': Daug l. 
Li . Pe 315 + r 


The NE NIS. 


| Lettar XIX, Uzbek to Zelis., He-preifer lu for the . 
Care ſhe takes of her Daughters Education, p. 116 | 2 = - 
Letter LX. Rica to Usbek % ANR. The Character off 8 
a poſitive, erg vv %,ẽ t put 
Letter LXXI. Rica to * *, 4 Satyrical Account ＋ | 
he Fre nch Acadenzy.! | \'> IV NY ibid. © 
Letter LXXIL. Rica zo Usbek, 2 * os, Te Cha- 1 5 
(rater of a [upercilions Nobleman, p. 119 
Letter Rn Usbek to Rhedi, at Vente The 9 1 
Ducertainty and Variableneſs of the Chriſtians in point > 


Religion. | p. 120 1 
Letter LX XIV. Usbek 70 h Friend Ibben, at gina. 1 


- In Deſence of Self-Murder. | , 122 
Letter WER. * ta Usbek, ae * * . . Obſervati- | 
ons made by a Frenchman in his Travels thro Spain; 
the Gravity of thoſe People, their Pride, their Amorou{- | 
0 os, their Bigorry , their Authors, their Diſcoveries. 
124 
Letter LXXVI. Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. The Faul, 
of Legiſlators: The Wiſdom of intruſting Parents with ⁵⁶. 
agreat Authority over their Children, ; Pe. 127 Ft 
Latter LXX VII. The chief Eunnch to Vahok, o at Paris. 
The Deſcription of a Female Slave, that be had bought X 
- for his Seraglio. p. 129 
Letter LXXVIIL. Usbek to Mhedi, at Venice. The 
eee of a mild Government above a cruel One. 
p- 130 
Letter LXXIX. Nargum, FI Fo Perſi 1 11 Muſ- 
covy, to Usbek, at Paris The great Exploits of the Wit 
rl. p- 132 
Letter LXXX. Rica ro Ibben, ar Smirna, Of the li- 
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ile Talents that enable Men to ſhine among the Women. 71 
p. 133. 
Laer uri. Ps bel to ro Rhedh, vente. 1 th J 


WA 41 p. 137 
tine! LXXXIV. Rica 1 * 15 . The Trench Courts 
of Fudiature. p. 139 Let- 
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HO! in forming the Table of Contents I have 
1 9 been the fuller, to the End ſome of the Author's 
aſions might be the better underſtood; yet in many 
"0 Wh ces of this Work, beſides thoſe already taken No- 
e of, I'm apt to think the Reader will want a few 
- Wore helps by way of Notes. SERENE 
ox Example: The LXXI. Letter is a fine Satyr 
only on the Sendemeg of the Rrench Academy, 
oy all others he- pretend to fx rhe Standard of a 
7 ing Language, like he mad Taylor who ſaid he 
ud make a Coat for che Non. Thus much indeed 
obrious to every 5. 3 as alſo, that the Code of 
eir Deciſions, the Chil 7 forty Fathers, can be no- 
Sing elſe but the great French Dictionary, publiſnt 
„nme Y cars {ince by that Academy. Bur every Engliſb 
Wc ader way, not know that by 2h Baſtard who popt into 
World before 3he. other legitimate Child, the Author 
| Thy bo Dictionary;of Monſieur Faretiere; which he 
ple from the French Academy, and publiſht before 
belrscame out, For which raſcally Action they expell'd . 
m And ſinee I'm upon this Article, I ſhall beg the 
1 NY ONT eee eee ee 
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eo. ihre with it: On Oxcaſion ol 
Se as aforeſaid, among other wit 4 | 
ny, that Time there was ſtruck a ſort of Medal 
n , anglice, a Sr. verendce: an 
round it theſe Words, in Latin, ab ejetto corporis ſanita 
Better out than in. 1 
AG6ainz,in the ſa re Lever concerning the Fren ® 
Acade , the Aior | > Fas ths > bei ping. I 
take this o hint at Mon Eur Cyanier ani lente 8 
of that Academy, who had defrauded an Orphan of 3 
large Sum of lonep ; for w hich they expell'd hin 
too. On this Occaſiona Medal . r ſomething like it) 
was ſtruck, N ung in its own Web = 
with theſe Words round it, in 8 Tau per in 
picarſi, Takes Pains to be han ng Þ 
- Twureſt aſt bodeforr'd 9 
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Perſian Letters. 


= . Sul write no Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
: 3 nor demand Protection for this Book. jt 
10 A: will be read, if it is good; if bad, I care 
= not whether'it be read or no. | 
I Ave begun with theſe Letters, to 
try the taſte of the Publick. I have ma- 
y more in my Cabinet, which may be publiſh d in 


Bur itis upon Condition that Tam not found out; 
r as ſoon as my Name is known, Tam ſilent for ever. 
now a Lady who n and yet limps if 
ay one lookson her. The Faults of the Work may 
tisfy the Criticks, without ex poſing thoſe of my Per- 
n to them. Beſides; were it told who I am, every 
e would cry, Tis like him: His Book is his true 
haracter: He might have employ'd his Time better: | 
does not become a Man of Gravity. The Criticks 3 
ver miſs theſe Reflections, becauſe little or no Wit 7 
required in hitting upon them. | | 
THe Perſians who wrote theſe Letters, lodg'd at 
y Houſe. We liv'd together; and as they look'd 43 
don me as one of OE RELA they 2 — 
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| 'Y 2 : & 3 Le 33 ** R rA $ | 
thing from me. Indeed 'twas hardly poſſible fot Men 
at. ſuch a diſtance from Home to haveSeerets that coul ai 

affect me, and accordingly they communicated to me 
the greateſt Part of their Letters. I took Copies off = 
. 1 a * . ; { „„ 
em, and laid my Hands on ſome which they wou 
willingly have kept from me, as expoſing a little too 
much the Perſian Vanity and Jealouſie. -- 


Thus lama Tranſlatoronly. My greateſt Trou 
ble was to make this Work as conformable as I cou 
to our Manners, I have endeayour'd to eaſe the Rea 
der as much as poſlible with Reſpect to the Aſiatic 
Style, and have left out abundance of ſublime Expreſ 

ſions, which would have carry'd him into the Cloud 
and tir'd him with their Sublimity. "= 

| Tris however is not all I haye done for him, 19 b 
have curtai'd the long Compliments, of which thei | 
Orientals are morg prodigalthan even we our ſelyes r 
and have left outWoſt of thoſe minute Paſſages, which 
cannot well bear the Light, and ought always to be 
buried between Friends, "ou | Fer 

Ir moſt of thoſe that have publiſſ d Collections. ig 
Letters had done the ſame 1 there would ſcarce 5 
have been enough left to trouble the Preſs with. => 

I can'r help obſerving, that I have been often r 
Furpriz'd to find theſe Perſians as well inform'd as myj 
ſelf of the Manners and Cuſtoms of our Nation. Eve 
the niceſt Circumſtances have not eſcap'd them; 2 
they have done many Germans who have travelld tho 
France, I impute it to their long Abode Kong re 
wit hont reckoning that it is eaſier for an. Aſiatic to learn 
the French, Manners in one Year, than for a' Frenu bu 
Man to learn thoſe of Aſia in four; becauſe the forme 
diſcover as much as the latter conceal. themſelves. Ta 
Ces ron permits every Tranſlator, nay everſff 
barbarous Commentator, to adorn the Head of hi 
Verſion, or his Gloſſary, with the Panegyrick of the 
Original. and to ſet forth its Utility, Merit and Excel 
:lence. I have done no ſuch: thing. The Reaſons ary 
eaſily gueſs'd at. One of the beſt is, that it woull 
be very tedious, in a Place of it ſelf generally ve! 
inſi pid I mean a Preface, | 117 
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sbek 70 bis Friend Ruſtan, at Iſpahan. 


E ſtay d but one Day at Com: when we had 
paid our Devotions at the Tomb of the 
1 Virgin who brought forth twelve Prophets, 
progeeded on our Journey, and arrived Yeſterday 
8 vrag being the twenty fifth of our Departure from 
4/47. | | 
BR 1C4 and l are perhaps the two firſt Perſians that 
er left their own Country ou: of a Deſire of Know- 
ge; and renounc'd the ſweets of Tranquillity, for 
flaborious ſearch of Wiſdom, | E 
e were born ina flouriſhing 49 . but we 
f not believe there was nothing to be learnt out of its 
its; or that there was no Light but the Oriental, 
which we could be illuminated. | 
ST EL me what they ſay of our Travels. Don't 
ter me. I do not expect many Approbators. Di- 
to me at Erxeron, where I ſhall ſtay ſome time. 
ar lieu, dear Ruſtan ; and be aſſur'd that wherever I am, 
du wilt always have a faithful Friend, | 


Tauris, 1 5th. of the Moon 
Saphar, 1711, | | = 
1 Ls 7- 
p 8 
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D 1 wou'd go away, thou depriy'ſt them of nt 
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Thou doſt whatever they will of thee, and they do iu 


Breſſion of the Laws of Chaſtity and Modeſty, © 


thou art now poſle(s'd of; he Charge of the Delighl"s' 


- — 1 — 8 ne 1 
niche: But take care that no M an come 3 


4 bs Perſian Letters, 


LETTER II. 


Usbek to the Chief Black Eunuch at h 4 | 
8 Serail in Iſpaban. 


| HOU art :the faithful Guardian of the fair 
Women in Perſia, I have truſted with thee thi 
deareſt things in the World. Thou haſt in thy Han 
the Keys of thoſe fatal Doors, that are never open 
but to me. Whilſt thou watcheſt over the Treaſure 
my Heart, it is at reſt, and in an entire Security, T- 
art upon Guard in the Silence of the Night, and i 
Tumult of the Day. Thy indefatigable Cares ſuppoli 
thy Virtue when it ſtaggers. If the Women tha 
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ope of doing it. Thou art the Flail af Vice, and u 
Pillar of Fidelity. = - 
Tuo command'ſt them, and thou art obey e 


Flicitely whatever thou will'ſt of them, according il 
the Laws of the Serail. Thou makeſt it thy Glory <2 
render them the meaneſt Services, and with Reſp 
and Fear ſubmitteſt to their lawful Orders. Thou ſe 

veſt them as the Slave of their Slaves; and as Mala” 


in thy turn, commandeſt them as ſovereignly as en 


my ſelf, when thou art apprehenſive of any Tra 


"REMEMBER that I rais'd thee from nothing; a 
from the loweſt of my Slaves, {ifted thee to the Offi 0! 


of my Soul. Behaye thy ſelf with the moſt profouſ 
Submiſſion towards thoſe that diviae my Love e but 
the ſame time make em zſenſible of their ex treu 
Dependance. Provide for them all innocent Pleaſu p 
Deceive their Diſquiets; amuſe them with Muſin*e 
Dances, and delicious Liquors. Perſuade them! £4 
meetofen. If they would go into the Country, 
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N 1: Exhort them to cleanlineſs, the Image of the 
iy of the Soul. Talk frequently of me to them. 
1 dng to ſee them in that charming Place of which 

nlewes are the greateſt Ornament. 


a uris, 1875. of the Moon 
8 Saphar, 1711. 
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LE T. 1 ER. III. 


Zachi 70 Usbek, at Tauris. 


7 E order'd the chief Eunuch to carry us into 
1 the Country. He will tell thee that no Acci- 
nt befe] us. When we were to eroſs the River, and 
Whit our Litters; we according to Cuſtom, put our 
Wves into Caſes: Two Slaves carry'd us on their 
A„oulders, and we eſcap'd the Eyes of all Men. 
How can Ilive, dear Usbeł, in thy Serail at Iſbahan; 
= thoſe Places where I eternally call to mind my paſt 
eaſures; where my. Defires-every day ſuffer freſh | 
be iolence? I wander er one Apartment to another. 
ways ſearching, but I never find thee. Inſtead of thee, 
meet a cruel Remembrance of my loſt Happineſs. | 
metimes I'm in the Place, where firſt receiv'd thee 
my Arms: Sometimes in that where thou decidedſt 
e famous Diſpute among thy W ives. Each of us pre- 
nded to be ſuperior to the other in Beaſty. We preſent - 
fl our ſelves before thee, after having put our Inventi- 
ns to the Rack, to dreſs our ſelves out to the beſt Ad- 
Wantage. With Pleaſure didſt thou behold the Wonders 
f our Art. Thou admiredſt the Ardency of our Paili»: 
n, and the Extent of our Imagination to pleaſe thee; 
t ſoon didſt thou give up all thoſe borrow'd Charms, 
nd fix thy Eyes on the Graces of Nature, Thou deſ- 
royd'ſt all our Work; We muſt ſtrip our ſelves of thoſe 
Prnaments that * than ſervid us. We 
| 3 13 N 
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muſt appear before thee in our native Simplicity. What 
car'd tor Modeſty! I was inſpir'd with an Ambition 
to conquer, Oh happy bel, what Worlds of Charms | 

were then in thy View? We ſaw thy Eyes a long while 
roving from Enchantment to Enchantment. A log 
while thy Soul remain'd in doubt, where to fix. Ever 
new Grace demanded a Tribute. We were in an inſtant 


pn 
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cover'd with thy Kiſſes. Thy curious Glances reach 


the moſt ſecret Places. A thouſand different Poſture 
are preſented to thy View. Thou command'ſt us with 3 | 
Pleaſure, and with Tranſport we obey. Town, U:be:, wv 
a Paſſion ſtronger than Ambition inſpir'd me with the 
Hopes of pleaſing thee. I inſenſibly perceiy'd that thr 7 


woes, 


Heart was mine. Thowtook'ſt me. Thou left'ſt me. Mr 


* 
5 


Mine was the Triumph, and Def pair my Rivals. It ſeem'dW 
as it there were only we two in the World, and nothing 
elſe in it worth our Care. Wou'd to Heaven my Riva 
had had the Courage to ſtay and fee what Tokens offi 
Love I receiv'd from thee. Had they been Witneſſes off 
my Raptures, they wou'd have ſeen the Difference be. 
tween my Love and theirs; they wou d have ſeen, tha 
though they might diſpute Charms with me, they cou'dl 
never pretend to beſo ſenſible of the Joy as I was 
But where am I? whither does this vain Relation lead 
me? Tis a Misfortune not to have been belov'd; but 
tis an Affront to be belov'd no more. Thou leaviii 
us, Usbek, to go rambling in barbarous Climates. How 
then! Doſt thou think *tis nothing to be belov'd; Ab 
Usbe*, thou daft not know what thou loſeſt. I ſigh, 
but my Sighs are not heard; I weep, and thou doſt not 
ſee my Tears, Love ſeems to live in this Serail, and] 
thou art ſo inſenſible as to fly from it. Ah my dear} 
Liber, how happy wou'dſt thou be, didſt thou know 
thy own Happineſs ! | 


From the Serail at Fatme, the z 1ſt. 
F the Moon Maharram, 1711. 
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LETTER IV. 


Zephis to Usbek, at Erzeron; 


Ee" HE black Monſter has at laſt reſolv'd to throw 
1 me into Deſpair. He wou'd by force take from 
. » 5 1 
e my Slave Zelida. Zelida, who has ferv'd me with 
o much Affection, and has ſo nice a Hand in whate- 
err relates to Ornaments and Graces. He was not fa- 
osty'd with the Grief that attended this Separation, he 
wg ou'd have it accompany'd with Diſhonour, The 
ET raytor wou'd infinuate that there was ſomething cri- 


e inal in the Confidence I plac'd in her; and becauſe 
ee was tir'd with ſtaying behind a Door, where | had 


Poſted him, he preſum'd to ſuppoſe he heard or ſaw 
hat I never did ſo much as imagine. I am very un- 
ortunate. Neither my Retirement nor my Virtue 
an defend me from extravagant Suppoſitions. A vile 
lavye attacks me in thy very Heart, and I muſt defend 
gw ſclft. No:T value my ſelf too much, to deſcend: 
go juſtifications, I will have no Guarantee for my 
Conduct, but thy ſelf, but thy Love and mine, and 
muſt tell thee ſo, dear Gel my Tears. | 


in ibe Serail at Fatme the 29th, of 
the Moon Maharram, 17 15. 


f 2 4 0 * % a - 
- : — PPP 


0 * 


„„ BF N... 
Ruſtan fo Usbek, at Erzeron: 


HOU art the Subject of all the Diſcourſe of / 
| pahan, They talk of nothing but thy leaving 
t. Some attribute it to Levity of Mind; others to 
hagreen. Thy Friends only defend thee,. and they - 
„e 5610.05 ©, Be; e 
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convince no Body. They cannot comprehend that 


thou canſt quit thy Wives, thy Relations, thy Friends, 
wo viſit Climates unknown to the Perſeans, Rica s Mo- 
mer is inconſoleable, and demands of thee her Son, 
whom ine fays thou haſt ſtolen from her. For my 
part, dear Ude, 1 am naturally. diſpos d to approve 
ot whatever thou doſt, but I cannot forgive thy Ab- 
ſence; and thy Reaſons for it have no weight with m 
Friendſhip. Adieu. Love me always. WO 


F . ö 4 
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Rebiab 1, 1711. 
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Iſpaban, 2875. of wn | 


LEZT TEA VI. 3 
Usbek: te his Friend Neſſir, at Iſpahan. 


of Perſia, and enter'd. the Turkiſh Dominions, 
welve Days after that we arriv!d at Erzeron, where 
we ſtay d three or four Months, | 2 
I'wvsT own to thee Neſſir, I felt a ſecret Griet 
when loft Sight of Perſia, and found my ſelf in the f 
midſt of perfidious Q/manlins. According as 1 advance 
in the Country of theſe Infidels, I grow my ſelf more 
and more an Infidel. = 
Mr Country, my Family, my Friends are ever in 
my Thoughts; my Tenderneſs awakes; a certain Un- 
taſineſs ſeizes me, and ſhews that I have undertaken 
too much for my Repoſe. -B 
Bu r What troubles me moſt-is my Wives... I can. 
ood think of them, without the moſt tormenting 
Lare. 5 
No r that Ilove them, Neſr, I am on that account 
ina State ot inſenſibility, I have no Deſires. Living. 
in ſo numerous a Serail, I prevented Love, and deſ- 


i -bimſelf, But as inſenſible as I am of 
lie, Lam not ſo of Jealouſy; I conſider them N 


5 8 Day's Journey fromErivan we left the Territories | 
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ompany of Women left almoſt to themſelves, with, 
MS 2rcel of ſorry Fellows to take Charge of them.” I. 

Huld hardly think my felt ſafe, were my Slaves faith- 
But what will come of it, it they thould not be 
i What melancholy News may receive in the re- 
te Countries, thro' which I am about to travel? 
a Misfortune, for which my Friends cannot find- 
Relief. A Serailis a Place, theSecrets of which 
Hy ought not to be acquainted with. And what cou'd. 2 
My do? Had not I beiter let things paſs with impunity 
In make a Noiſe of them with Correction? Dear 
. 1 reſt all my Cares in thy Boſom, and tis all 
comfort! have in my preſent Condition. 


IT Erzeron, roth. of the Moon 
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Fatme 1 Usbek, at Erzeron. 


IS two Months, dear iber; ſince thou left ſt 


2 me, and yet I can ſcarce think thou art gone; 
e full is my Heart of- Trouble, and ſo little capable of 
e eaſon, I run about the Serail as if thou wert RilF- 


ere, and 1 cannot ſatisfie my ſelf to the contrary. 
bat wouldſt thou have become of a Woman who. 

Nees thee, and was aecuſtom'd tos thy Embraces; 

Whoſe only r was to giye thee new Proofs 

0 her Tenderneſs? Free by the advantage of her 

Arth, a Slave by the violence of her Love. 

N- BW 4 t N.I marry'd thee, my Eyes had never ſeen 
e Face of a Man, and never have they to this day ſeen 
vy one-but *: thee; for I do not reckon thoſe tright- 
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ful Creatures, the Eunuchs, to be Men; and 'tis thei! 
leaſt imperfection, that they are not ſo. When Icom. 
pare thy Beauty with their Deformity, I cannot hehe 
thinking my felf hap y. My imagination canno 
furniſh me with an idea more rayiſhing, than tl! 
Charms of thy enchanting Perſon. I ſwear to the: 

U5bek, if I were allow'd to leave this Place, to which 
the neceſſity of my Condition confines me; if I cou 
get away from thoſe that are on the Watch all around 
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me; if I were to chuſe among all the Men that live ii 
this Capitol of Nations, Iſwear to thee, Usbek, thou 
only ſhould'ſt be my Choice, There cannot be a Mani 
in the World who deſerves to be belov'd, butthee... 
Do 'r think that thy Abſence has made me ne. 
glect a Beauty which is dear to thee, Tho? no Body is 
to have a Sight of me; tho? all the Ornaments of Dre(;il 
which I make ufe of are uſeleſs to thy Happineſs, 18 
ſtrive to entertain my ſelf in a Habit of pleaſing, I 
never go to Bed without being perfum'd with the moſt 
delicious Eſſences, I remember the happy time when 
thou cam'ſt tomy Arms, A flattering Dream ſeduces 
me, and ſhews me the dear Object of my Love; andi 
as my imagination is delighted with its Hopes, ſo it is 
loſt in its Deſires. Sometimes I hope thou wilt be tir'd / 
withthe Fatigues of Travelling, and return to thy Se 

rail. Night paſſes away with ſuch pleaſing . — Y 
which awake or aſteep are alike vain. 1 ſeek thee by 
my Side, and thou ſeem'ſt to fly from me. The Fire 
that devours me, diſſipates theſe Enchantments it ſell, 
and recals my wandring Spirits. I find my ſelf then i 
ſp animated Thou wilt not believe it, Usbet, 
but tis impoſſible to live in this Condition. The Fire 
burns in my Veins. Why can't I expreſs to thee what 
1 feel ſo ſenſibly! in that Moment, Usbek, I wou'd 
give the Empire of the World for one Kiſs of thee. i 
How unhappy is the Womam whoſe! Heſires are ſo 
violent, to be deprived of him who can only ſatisfy 
them; who deliver'd up to her ſelf, and having no- 
thing to divert her, muſt live in a coniſtant Courſe of 
Sighs, and the Fury of a provoł'd Paſſion; w_ far 
5 » 8 be ; rom 
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heil m being happy her ſelf, has not the Advantage of 
om Irving to make another ſo, Uſeleſs Ornament, of a. 
hey rail, kept for the Honour and not for the Happineſs: 
no her Husband. 17 1 
the Y 0 v Men are very cruel; you are pleas'd that we 
hee ve Deſires which we cannot ſatisfie, and you treat 
nich as tho' we had none: tho* you would be very ſorry 
ul we had not. You believe they will be enflam'd at 
und ht of you, after the longeſt Mortifications, A Man 
in nnot eaſily make himſelf be belov'd ; and the quick- 
a0 way is to obtain from our Complexion, what you 


ieee not hope from your Merit. 

Apr v, my dear Usbet, Adieu. Aſſure thy ſelf 
at Ilive only to adore thee ; my Soul is full of thee; 
is Ind thy Abſence, inſtead of making me forget thee, 


eis ould encreaſe my Love, it it was poſſible for it io 
more violent. i 3 Hed 
oſt From the Serail at Iſpahan 1 
en! the 12th. the Moon Re- 

cezl biab 1, 1711. 1575 
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7 Usbck 20 his: Friend Ruſtan at Ifpahah.-- 
re Þ : VL WE 


R't cE1v'D yours at Exzeron, where Iſtill remain. 
I did not doubt but my Departure would make a 
oiſe, nor am I in pain about it. What wouldſt thou 
gave me purſue; the Prudence of my Enemies, o 
Wy own? : Re | I, 

I was very young when Tcame firſt to Court. I 
ay preſume to ſay,myHeart was not corruptedthere, 
torm'd a great Deſign to my ſelf,and durſt even there 


F deVirtuous. Aſſoon asIknew Vice fled it; but drew 
ener it afterwards, to pull off its Mask. I carry'd 
Truth as far as the foot of che Throne. I talkt a Lan- 
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guage till then unknown. I put Flattery out of com! | 
tenance, and at the ſame time ſurpriz'd both the Ado. 
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rers and the Idol. = 
Bu T when found my Sincerity had made me Ene. | 
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mies, that the Miniſters were jealous of me, and IW a 
not at all in fayour with the Prince; that in a corrup 
Gourt I could not ſupport my ſelf by ſolid Virtue, 1 
reſoly'd to quit it. Iteignꝰd a great attachment to the 8 
Sciences; and by feigning it ſome time, did indeed 
acquire it. I no more concern d myſelf with Affairs o 
but retir*d to a Country- houſe. This Retirement bad | 
its Inconveniencies, I was ſtill expos'd to the Malie 
of my Enemies, and had hardly any way left to defeni 
my ſelf againftit, Some ſecret Advice oblig'd me iu 
Jock to my ſelf; Leould think of no better Securiyl 
than Exile; and my Retirement from Court furni ſui f 
me with a plaufible pretence for it. I waited on th 
King, and told him the Deſire I had to be inſtructeli o 
in the Sciences ot the Weſt, I inſinuated to him, tha 
my Travels might be uſeful to the Publick. I found 
Favour in his — I departed, and deprived mij 
Enemies of a Victim. r 
"THIs, Ruſtan, was the true Motive of my Travels. 
Let 7/pahan talk, defend me not but to ſuch as love me 
Jeave my Enemies to their malicious. Interpretations a 
1 ſhould be too happy if it was the only Evil that coul 
Tae r talk of me at this time, — hereafter 1 
ſhall be too much forgotten, and that my Friends. 
No, Ruſtan, Iwill not give way to this melancholy 
Thought, I ſhall always be dear to them, and depend 
upon their Fidelity, as I do on thine. =_ 
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be Chief Eunuch to Ibbi, at Erzeron. 


HOU followeſtthy ancientMaſter in his Travels.” 
he. Thou paſſeſt thro' Provinces and Kingdoms, No- 


WW agrins can make any Impreſſion upon thee. Every 
oment preſents thee with ſomething new. What- 
er thou ſeeſt diverts thee, and makes thy. Time paſs- 


e vay imperceptibl . 8 
ni 1 s not the ſame with me, who am ſhut up in a ter- 


Pole Priſon, always ſurrounded with the ſame Objects, 
ad tormented with the ſame Cares; under the weight 
which, and fifty Years Diſquiets, I groan, and am 
Weady to ſink, I- can truly ſay, that in the whole 
ouürſe of a long Life, I have notknown one cheerful 
Day, nor one Moment's Eaſe. When my Maſter came 
o the cruel Reſolution to truſt his Women withme, 
nd ſeduced me by a thouſand Promifes and Threats, 
o part with my ſelf for ever; being weary of painful 
|; Service; I refolvd to ſacrifice my Paſſions to my Re- | 
oſe and my Fortune. Wretch as I was! I forefaw 
rat 1 ſhou'd not ſuffer, but not what I ſhou'd, I flat- 
er'd my ſelf with the Gain, but did not conſider the 
Loſs. I hop'd to be deliver'd.fromthe Aſſaults of Love, 
y an Impotence of ſatisfying it. Alas! the-Efte&- - 
Wgot-the Paſſions is extinguifh'd in me, without extin- 
auiſhing the Cauſe ; and very far from relieving 
mine were continually enrag'd. by the Objects with 
which I was environ'd. I enter'd the Serail, where 
We every thing inſpir'd me with Regret for the Loſs I had 
8 ſuſtain'd. Every Minute offer'd new Excitementsto 
We Deſire.. The natural Graces which charm'd my Eyes, 
at the ſame time prey'd upon my Heart. The Beauties 
chat were ex 00d to me, made me look on the Man 
that poſſeſt them with the moſt wracking Envy. In 
wis Thought, I could not lead a Lady to my Maſter's 
Bed, I could npt ſerys her in her Undreſs, but as ſoon 
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as I return'd to my Chamber, my Heart was ſeizd 
with Rage, and my Sdul with horrid Deſpair. 
SyCH was my miſerable Youth, I was my ſelf ] e. 
only Confident, Conſum'd with Sorrow and Care, 
my Lite was my greateſt Burthen 3 and I was forc'd to 


i ” 
a” 


look, as ſeverely as 1 cou'd, on thoſe very Women 
Whom I deſir d to gaze on with the-moſt tender Glan. 
ces. I ſhou'dhave been ruin'd, had they oblery'd me, 
What Advantage wou'd they not have taken of it? 
Lremember when I once waited on a Lady at her 
Bath; I was ſo-tranſported,.that I was no more my 
own Maſter, and had the Boldneſs to lay my Hand on 


Which threatn'd me; but the Beauty, who was the 
Cauſe and the Witneſs of my Weakneſs, made me I 
Pay dear for her Silence, and often oblig'd me after-- 
wards to make Compliances, every one of which put 
my Life in Danger. . | _—_ 0% 
Ar laſt, the Fire of Youth is paſt away. I am old, a; 
and on that Account in a State of Tranquillity, 1 
look on the Women with Indifference, and return up- 
on them the ſame Contempt, and the ſame Torments, Wi 
which they have made me ſuffer. I always call to mind 
that I was born to command them; and methinks I 
become a Man again on certain Occaſions, where my 
Duty authoriſes me to do it ſtill. I hate them, ſince l 
ceas d to love them, and Reaſon has remov'd the Veil 
which conceaPFd their Weakneſſes. Tho? I guard them 
for another, I have a ſecret Pleaſure in being obey'd. 
by them; and when I deprive them of what they 
would have, it ſeems as if it was on my own Account, 
and I have an indirect Satisfaction in it. I am like a 
little Emperor in the Serail; and my Ambition, the 
only Paſſion that is left me, ręceives a little Centent- 
ment in that. I pride in the Dependance they have 
upon me, and in being always neceſſary to them. I 
williagly take upon me the Hatred of all theſe Women, 
which fixes me the faſter in my Office; nor do he 
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d an Tograte in me. Lam always a Spy upon theit 


4 oſt innocent Pleaſures; and ſtand always before 
em like an immoveable Barrier. They form Pro- 


as, and l on a ſudden put a ſtop to them. I am pre- 
id with Repulſes, and have Scruples always at hand, 
henever they propoſe any thing. I am continually. 
king to them of Duty, Virtue, Chaſtity, Modeſty ,, 
deternally teazing them with the Weakneſs of their 
ex, and the Authority I have over them. I then com- 
ain of: the Obligation I lie under, to uſe ſuch Severi- 
JS; and ſeem as if I would have them believe I had 
1 go other Motive than their Intereſt, and an extream 
He ſire to ſerve them. 1 5 Bu. 
X Nortw:rasranDinG all this, Ftoo have my Diſguſts 
well as they; and, in my Turn, meet with an infinite 
rriety of. Vexations. Theſe revengeful Creatures. 
© uh every day projecting how to be quit with me; and 
olthey are ſometimes, witha Vengeance. The turns 
pt Rule between us, are like the Ebbings and Flowings 
f the Sea. They charge me daily with the moſt mor- 
ifying Services. They affect a Scorn which is with- 
ut Example. And, without any reſpect to my Lears, 
bey frequently call me up ten times a- night, and that 
or the leaſt Trifles, Pin wearied to Death with their 
eepeated Orders, Commands, Employments, and 
WCaprices. They relieve one another to keep me n 
xereiſe, and one wou'd think there's a Succeſſion: o 
EW bimſeys among them. Sometimes they pleaſe them- 
fees with giving me the Alarm; and oblige me to re- 
double my Cares, by falſe Inſinvations againft one 
another. Sometimes they let me know, that a young 
Man has been ſeen lurking about the Walls. At other 
times, that a Noiſe has been heard, or a Letter been 
adeliver'd. All this gives me Diſquiet; and they do but 
laugh at it. It tickles them to fee how I am vex'dar it. 
Sometimes they'll tie me behind a Door, and keep me 
there Night and Day. They xe very skilful in dun- 
terfeiting Diſeaſes, Swoonings, Frights. They ne- 
ver an a pretence to gain their pdiat of me. At 
funk times Im bound to a blind Obedience, and a 
e ein 
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Complaiſance without Limits. For a Man in- my O 
fice to refuſe them on theſe Occaſions, wou'd be 
thing never heard of : and if 1 ſhould diſpute thei 5 
Orders, twoud be a ſufficient warrant for them to cha 
ſriſe me. I had rather, dear bi, loſe my Life, thai 
be humb led after that baſe manner. = | 
Txr1sisnotall.lam.never ſure:of my maſter's 5a 
your a moment, having ſo many Enemies in. his Hear 
always contriying how to ruin me. And theſe Ene 
mies have certain Moments in which F can't be heard 
Moments in which. he. canrefuſe them nothing, ani 
in which | muſt needs be always in the wrong. Ileal. 
Women enrag'd to the Bed of my Maſter, Do youll: 
think they'll do me any Service, and that my Side wil. 
be the ſtrongeſt ? May not I well be afraid of their, 
Tears, their Sighs, their Embraces, and even their 
Pleaſures. They are onthe Scene of their Triumpbs, 
and their Charms become terrible to me, Preſen 
Services in a minute efface all my paſt ones; and Wb. 
can anſwer for a Maſter who is no longer himſelf? 
Ho wotlten have l lain down in Favour, and riſen in 
Diſgrace? What had I done the Day that I was ſo baſe 
Iy laſh'd. round the Serail? I left a VMoman in my Ma- 
er's Arms: . As ſoon as ſhe ſaw he was inflam'd, ſhe a 
pour d out a Torrent of. Tears: She complain'd, and 
manag'd her Complaints ſo well, that they grew upon nn 
her as faſt as Love grew upon him. How cou'd l have 
defended my ſelt in ſo critical a Minute? | was undone 
when I leaſt thought of it. I was the Victim of an 
amorous Negatiation, and a Treaty form'd by Sighs. 
Such, dear Ib, is the cruel Condition in which I have 
always liv'd. Br | | RS, 
How happy artthou, whoſe Duty is confin'd only to 
the Perſon of U5bek, *Tis eafie for thee to pleaſe him, 
and preſerve his good Graces as lang as thouliv'it. . 


rom the Serail at Iſpahan, thelaſt . 
of the Moon Sapbar, 1211. 
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Mirza to his Friend Usbek, at Erzeron.- 


nov wert the only Man that could make me 
= amends for Rica's Abſence, and no body but Rica 
d give me Comfort in thine, Thou art wanting, 
; chou wert the Soul of our Society; and ho- 
ais it to break thoſe Ties that were faſten'd by 
nd ſhip and Reaſon? Wediſpute here very much, 
= Morals are generally the Subject. Yeſterday the 
ection was, whether Pleaſure is Happineſs, and Ve- 
iy conſiſts .in the Satisfaction of the Senſes; or the 
aice of Virtue? I have often heard thee ſay, that 
In were born to be virtuous; and that Juſtice is a+ 
ality as neceſſary to them as Exiſtence ; pr'ythee ex- 
in to me what thou mean'ſt by it. 
RH have diſcourſt with the Mollacks, who torment me 
th Faſſages out of the Alcoran; for I do not talk to 


8 aas a+ true Belieyer; but as a Man, a Citizen, a 
1 her of a Family. ho 
20 22 ORR | * — 


Lr T3 x XI. 
 Ubbek 70 Mirza at Iipahan: 


3 N 'HOU doſt renounce thy own Reaſon, to make 


£ a Jad bc ot mine, Thou deſcendeſt to conſult 
„E: Thou believeſt me capable of inſttucting thee. 


Pear Mirza, there is ſomething that flatters me, more. 
Han the good Opinion thouhaſt conceiv'd of me, and 
Wat is hy Friendſhip-which procur'd it. | 
To diſcharge what thou..requireſt of me, I don't 
iak there's need of making uſe of very abſtractec 
; Keafons, There are certain Truths which *tis not e- 


euch to convince Men of, they mult alſo be W 
9 
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fible of them. Such are the Truths of Morals: Fic 
haps this Piece of Hiſtory will touch thee, more tha 
a Philoſophical Theſis. 5 Don 
THERE is a People among: the Ar nbians call 
Troglodites, who deſcend from the ancient Troglodim il 
who according to Hiſtorians were more like Beal 1 
than Men. Theſe were not ſo deform'd indeed, the 
were not hairy like Bears, they did not hiſs, they ha 
two Eyes; but they were ſo wicked and wild that thy 
had no Principle of Equity or Juſtice among them. 
THEY had a King of a foreign Qrigine, who u 
eorrect the Wickedneſs: of their Nature treated then 
ſeverely; but they aroſe againft him, killed him, au itt 
rooted out all the Royal Family... - 1 ö 
+ F 815-Blow being ſtruck, — aſſembled togethei lor 
to ſettle a Government, and after much Debate they 
created Magiſtrates; but they were ſcarce choſen be- 
fore they became inſupportable, and they maſſacrei 
them alſo. Fo 1725 5 
DEL1ver'd of this new Yoke, they followed no 
thing but the Dictates of their ſavage Natures, They 
all 18 they would have no Governor; that ever 
one ſhould purſue his own Intereſts; without conſul- 
ing thoſe of other Men. This unanimous Reſolution 
was extremely grateful to all the Troglodites. Trey BO 
cry'd, Why ſhould l work my ſelf to death for Perſons 
whom I'm not at all concern'd for? I] mind my (cit Wur! 
only. I'll live happy. What is't to me whether others lo. 
axe ſo or not? What I want Hl have; and if I have i, Ho 
Iſhan't matter how miſerable all the other Trogloditi 
Are. ; 


Tas then Seed Time; and every one faid, I 
till my Ground only for juſt ſo much Corn as is necellM 
ry for my own Subſiſtenee. More than I need my ſel 
is ſuperfluous, I'll not labour for nothing. 00] 

TE Lands of this little Kingdom were not all 

Fike fruitful. Some were dry, ſome. were moun- Wn" 

tainous; and the lower Grounds were water'd witi 

1 There happen d a great Drouth this WP! 

Lear, inſomuch that. the Up-lands fail'd ae 8 

& . | 8 eres 
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bereas the Low. lands water'd with the Springs were 
ry fruitful. Thus the Inhabitants of the Mountains 
eriſn'd for want of Bread: Thoſe of the Low Coun- 
being ſo hard hearted as to deny them a Portion of 
eeir Harveſt. e IO | 
rue next Year was awetSeaſon. The Ip-lands 
bounded with Corn, and the Lower were drown'd.. 
alf of the Nation again cry'd out Famine; but the 
lountainers were as hard-hearted as the Inhabitants. 
t the Low-Lands had been, 12 x1 
Ss O x -'of the principal Men in the Country had a 
ery handſome Wife. His Neighbour fell in Love 
WF ith her, and took her from him. This occaſion'd a 

reat Quarrel, and after much Scolding and many 
lows, they agreed to refer the Matter to a Froglodite, 
ho, while the Republick laſted, had ſome Credit 
mong them. They went to him, and were going to 
ell him their Caſe; but he cut them ſhort : What mat- 
ers it to me, ſaid he, which of yau has the Woman? 
muſt look after my Ground, and not waſte my Time 
pon your Affairs, to the Detriment of my own. 
ray leave me, and don't diſturb me with your Diffe- 


g q ol 
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eaces. At theſe Words he went about his Bufineſs.. 
be Raviſher, who was the ſtronger Man of the two, 
wore he wou'd rather loſe his Life than part with the 
oman; and the Husband was forc'd to return home, 
urſing the Injuftneſs of his Neighbour, and the 
loroſeneſs of the Judge. As he was going to his 
Houſe, he met with a young handfome Woman co» 
ing from the Well. He had no Woman of his own, 
his pleaſed him; and he was much more pleasd when 
Wc underſtood 'twas the Wife of the Man whom he 
ad chofen to be the Judge between. him and the Ra- 
iner, and who had made ſo light of the Caſe, He 
ookher, and carryd her home with him. 
THERE was a Man who had a Field pretty fertile, 
Which he cultivated with Gare, Two of his Neigh- 
ours join'd together, drove him out of his Houſe, and 
4 oſſeſt themſelves of his Field. They enter'd into a 
League ta defend themſelves againſt all thoſe that: 
- ſhould WV 
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ſhould endeavour to diſpoſſeſs them. and maintain; 
themſelves in it ſeveral Months: But one of them be. 
ing weary of enjoying in Partnerſhip what he mig: 
have allto himſelf, ———— and became ſole 
Maſter of the Field. His Empire was of ſhort dur 
tion. Two Troglodites came and fell upon him; ble 
was two weak for them both, and they murder d hiu 
as he had done his Partner. | 97 7 
A Troglodite, who was almoſt naked, ſaw ſon: 
Cloth to be fold, Hedemanded the Price. Says thn 
Draper to himſelf, I ought not indeed have more foi 
my Cloth than would purchaſe-two Buſhels of Wheat 
but Pll have as much as ſhall buy me eight Buſhels. T 
Man wanted the Cloth, and muſt pay what the Draper 
demanded; This is pretty well, ſays the Draper; [ey 
ſhall have Bread enough now. How is that reply'd uu 
Cuſtomer ?-Do you want Corn? Lhave ſome to (cl); 
dut perhaps the Price will ſtartle you, for you knowl 
Wheat is very dear, and the Famine ſpreads almoiſ 
every where; but give me my Money back, and youll 
Mall have a Buſhel ; and you ſhaw't-baye it cheaper 
tho* you die of Hunger. 6,201 r 08 
ANON AI Diſtemper in the mean while rage] in 
the Country: An able Phyſician arriv'd there ont of 
neighbouring one. His Remedies were ſo effetuili 
that they cur'd all who took them. When the Sickneſſ 
was over, he went to thoſe that he had cur'd, to be pail 
for the Cure. But he met with Denials-only, . He re 
turn'd home worn out with the Fatigue of his Jou 
_ ney, and ſoon after underſtood that the ſame Diſtem -. 
per had again taken the Treglodites, and rag'd worlti 
than ever among that ungrateful People. They cane. 
to him this time, and he ſaid to them, Go, unjuſ ii 
Men as you are; there is a Poiſon in your Souls more 
mortal than the Sickneſs you would be cur'd of. You 
dont deſerve adwelling-place upon Earth. You Kno 
not what Humanity is, and are ignorant of the Rus 


ok: Equity. I ſhould think 1 * N the Gods wit 


woull Th,. 


* 


0 1 2 ; . : BY 2 

„ ouald puniſh you, if I oppos'd the Juſtice of :theiy 

Nt 8 rath, Wh, 74 051 N 5 

„ Erzeron, 3d of the Moon | | 51 

e Gemmadi 2, 1711. „ TK: 1 | 
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LETTER XII. 


19 5 5 | 5 
I Vsbek to the ſame at Iſpahan. 

1 mg 1 | 

| : lob haſt ſeen, dear Mirza, how the Troglo⸗ 


"WM dites periſh'd by their own Wickedneſs, and 
ere the Victims of their own Injuſtice, Of ſ many 
Wa milies as were in the Nation, two only were left, 
oo eſcap'd in the general Deſtruction. Theſe two 
een were very ſingular, They had ſome knowledge 
t Humanity and Juſtice, They loy'd Virtue, and 
ere united as much by the Rectitude of their own 
linds, as by the Corruption ol their Countrymens, 
bey were Witneſles of the common Deſolation, and 
o farther concern'd in it than they were led by Pity. 
he Deſtruction of their Neighbours was a Motive of 
ther Union. They labour'd with unuſual Sollicitude 
rr the common Intereſt. They had no Differences 
Put 1 are the effect 15 ſweet . f 
=p. They liv'd a happy and peaceful Lite in a by pa 

f the ö Lady 1 from the reſt of the Idbabi- 
ats, who were not worthy of them, The Soil 
emed to produce of itſelf, ſo bleſt was the Labour 
Wt their pure Hands. 
TH. x loy'd their Wives, and weretenderly beloy'd 
them. They were wholly intent upon educating 
eir Children o Virtue, They continually repreſen- 
eto them the Calamities of t eir Sountrymen, and 
ten ſet that moving Example before their Eyes. 
They above all hings inſtill'd into them this Principle, 
mt every private Man's Intereſt is inſeparable * 


—ů— — * * © < & ce” CD 9» Ww 
FEI pee they E . 


. \ 
. — 
r n e . K — JR 
* * "3 a”; $2. oh * 2 "+ * 
\ - L 
- 


* 


„ erer 
4 n 


I 

j 
x 
if 

= . 
4 

1 

i 

* 8 


fection and Obedience, were the only Subjects al 


the Gods bur that they might tender a vrch 


22 Perſian Letters. 5 
che Intereſt of the Co-nmunity. To divide it, is Rui 


That Virtue is not a thing which ſhould be troubleſo Et 
to us, nor ought the Exerciſe of it to give us Pain; a2 
that Juſtice to another, is Charity to our ſelves. m 
THE yr had Toon the Conlolation of virtuous H 
thers; which is to have Children like themſelves, - ne 
Bons People who grew up under them, encreas ds 
appy Marriages. The Number augmented. UU he 
was preſery'd, Virtue, inſtead of being weaken n 
was — has a Multitude, and ſpread every wer ur 
by Example. | | 17 774 r 
VWMVuo can deſcribe now the Happineſs of the e 
glodites ? So juſt a People muſt needs be dear to 
Gods. As ſoon as they open'd their Eyes to kn 
them, they learnt to fear them; Religion refin'd thi" 
Morals, and civiliz'd the rudeneſs of Nature. N 
Tux v inſtituted Feaſts to the Honour of the Gonk 
The young Men and Maidens adorn'd with Flower 8 
celebrated the Rites with Dances, and the ſoft Nom c 
of Sylvan Muſick. Banquets ſucceeded, and the 
oy was as frugal as it was univerſal. Plain Natu mn 
ſpoke in theſe Aſſemblies. Here it was that Heau 
Were given and taken. Here the Bluſhes of mode 
Virgins betray d thoſe Sentiments, which were co 
firm'd by the conſent of Fathers; and here tend 
Mothers pleas'd themſelves with the agreeable for 
ſight of choir Daughters future Happiheſs, in the Lori 
and Fidelity of their Husbands. The Bleſſings on 
Heaven were implor'd in Temples, Thoſe Bleſſing 
did not conſiſt in Riches,*and 'a burthenſome Abu 
dance, Such Wiſhes were unworthy the happy J 
glodites. Ta pray'd for them, for others. Foil c 
themſelves, their Father's Health, their Brother 7 
Friendſhip, their Wives Love, their Children's AF .- 


their Prayers. The Maidens brought thither the dea 14 
Sacrifice of their Heart, and demanded nothing il 


happy, 8 
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4 N the Evening, when the Flocks quitted the Fields, 
the tir'd Oxen brought home the Plough ; theſe 


l 
2 


ocent People met, and over a light Repaſt ſung the 
bow Virtue and Felicity ſprung up with the riſing 


cas, their Favours to Men who addreſs themſelves 
hem, and their inevitable Wrath againſt thoſe that 
not fear them. They deſcrib'd the Sweets of a 
untry Life, and the Pleaſures of a State, always 
rn'd with Innocence: After which they gave them- 

es up to thoſe ſoft Slumbers thatare never diſturb'd 
Care and Sorrow. = | 
EN a r u xx contributes totheirDeſires,as much as to 

Wir Neceſſities. Covetouſneſs is a ſtranger in the bleſ- 
= Clime. They make Preſents, and the Giver always 
ls he has the advantage. The Nation of the Tro- 
dites look on themſelves as one Family only. Their 
acks and Herds were almoſt always confounded, 
che only Trouble which they commonly ſpar d 
= nſ{clves was that of dividing them. . 
rzeron, the 6th of the Moon 
Semmadi 1. 1711. 


IA T 7 * A XIII. 
Usbek 70 the ſame. 


Cannot talk enough to thee of the Virtue of the 
Troglodites. One of them ſaid once, my Father is 
riſe to-morrow betimes to go to Plough; I'll be 


eld he ſnall find it ready plough'd to his hand. 

SAID another to himſelf, My Siſter feems-to have a 
adneſs for ſuch a yaung Troglodite, a Kinſman of 
urs; 


mes and Puniſhment of the ancient Trogladites; 


neration. They then ſung the Greatneſs of the 


two hours before him, and when he comes to his 
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the Marriage. E | 4 
ANOTHER was told, ſome Robbers have vil 
your Kine: I am ſorry for't, ſays he; there wlll 

white Heifer, which 1 deſign'd for a Sacrifice toi 


Gods. | | 3 
ANOTHER was heard to ſay, I muſt go to 
Temple, and return Thanks to the Gods for the 


covery of my Brother, who is ſo dear to my Fatih 
and me. 4 | C 
| THER e's a Field bordering on my Father's, uit 
thoſe that work there are expos d to the Reats of ill 


Sun; I muſt plant ſome Trees there, that thoſe pull 
_— repoſe themſeves ſometimes under tip 
- ©. ; * X A 


SEVERAL Troglodites being on a time met toll 
ther, an old Man talk'd to a young one whom be 


pected to have done an ill Action, and reproached li 
tor doing it. The young Troglodites ſaid, We doi 


believe he is guilty of it; but if he is, may he die i 


laſt of his Family. 


A Troglodite was told, Strangers have plunder'd yal | Z 


Houſe and carry'd every thing away with them; 1 WF - 
is not unjuſt, replies he, I wiſh the Gods may gil 


them longer-uſe of it than 1 have had. 

80 much Proſperity was not look'd upon with 
Envy. The Neighbouring People aſſembled, aadu 
der a vain Pretext reſolved to take from them the 
Sheep and Cattel. When the Troglodzres heard of W 
they ſent Ambaſſadors to them, who ſpoke to til 
Effect. | | 

Wu a r have the Troglodites done to you? Have tb 
robbꝰ d you of your Cattel or Sheep? Have they wal 
your Fields? No, we are juſt; we fear the Gol 
What then would you have of us? Is it Wooll to mil 
you Cloaths? Will you have the Milk of our Con 


or the Fruits of our Land? Lay down your Arm; 
come to us, and youſhall have all of them. But i 


ſwear by all that is facred, if you enter our Coun 


—_— 
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WE nemies; we'll look upon you as an unjuſt People, 
Wd treat you as we would wild Reaſts. wks 
ruin Words were receiy'd with Contempt. 
Wicle Savages enter'd the Lands of-the Troglodites, 
om they took to have no other Defence than their 
nocence. x 
gor they were well prepar'd to defend themſelves, 
Wy plac'd their Wives and Children in the midſt of 
m. They were ſurpriz'd at the Injuſtice, and not 
the Number of their Enemies. An unuſual Warmth 
2d their Breaſts; One wou'd die for his Father; a- 
ther for his Wife and Children; this for his Brethren, 
t for his Friends: All of them for the Troglodite Na- 
Wn. The Poſt of him that expired, was ſoon fill'd 
another, who, beſides the common Cauſe had the 
Wc ath of a private Perſon to revenge. | 

WS u cx was the Combat of Injuſtice and Virtue, 
oſe baſe Wretches who ſought only Booty, were 
WD: aſham'd to fly, and gave way to the Virtue of tire 
Wo7/04ites, even without being touch'd with it. 


WE zeron,! the 9th.o the Moon 
_ Gemmad: 2, 1711. | 
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LETTER XIV. 
—. _  Usbek 7 the ſame. 


8 the Troglodizes daily encreas'd in Numbers, they 
WA thought it proper for them to chuſe a King. They 
reed that they ought to confer the Crown on the 
an chat was moſt juſt; and caſt their Eyes on one 
o was equally venerable for his Age and his Virtue, 

e wou'd not aſſiſt at the Aſſembly. He ſhut himſelt 


| = Houſe. His Heart was overcome with Hea- 
nels. | ; 


8 Wars 
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would you have me afflict 
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Wu Deputies came to him to inform him of il 
the Choice, God forbid, cries he, I ſhould do ſo much 
Injury to the*Troglod;tes, as to think there is no Perſoi 
among them more juſt than l am. You tender me i 
Crown, andit you inſiſt upoa it, I muſt accept of is! 
But aſſure your ſelves I mall die with Grief for having 
{een the Troglodites born free, and now to ſee-themiil 
Subjection. At theſe Words, he burſt out into Tear; 
Unhappy Day, cry'd he, Why did 1 live fo long? HY 
then added, in a ſeverer Tone, I ſee, ohye Troglodu 


what it is. YourVirtue begins to be too heavy to * 
ou. In the condition you at this time are, you mul 0 
e virtuous in ſpite of your ſelves. You can't ſub{it AP": 

without it, but would fall into the Miſeries of youll. 

Fore-fathers, This Yoke ſeems hard to you, To <- 

had rather ſubmit 0 a Prince, and obey his Laws, le 

Tigorous than your Morals. You know you may then le 

ſatisfie your Ambition, acquire Riches, and languib ad, 

Sp vile Luxury; and provided you avoid commitii et 

great Crimes, you will have no need of Virtue. I 00 


ſtopp'd a Moment, and his Tears flow'd faſter tha 
ever. Ah! what woy'd you have me do? How cal 
Ilay my Commands on a Troglodite? Wou'd you tha 
he ſhou'd do a virtuous Action becauſe I command i! 
Would he not do it of himſelf, and from an inſtina 
of nature only ? Oh Troglodites, Pm almoſt at the en 
of my Days. My Blood is frozen in my Veins. 1 
ſhall ſoon? ſee again your wow Anceſtors, Wiz 

them, why. wou'd you ov 
blige me to tell them, that L left you under any ob 
Yoke than that of Virtue ? PO + = 
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Erzeron, the 10th, of the Moon 
_  Germmadl 2, 1711, 


6 


sbek to Mollack Mehemet Ali, Gaar - 
: dian of the Three Tombs. 


HY doft thou live in the Tombs, divine Mol- 
lack? Thou art more made for the Sojourn of 
Stars. Thou hid'ſt thy ſelf without doubt for fear 
darkning the Sun. Thou haſt no Spots like that 
War ; but, like him, thou art hid in Clouds. | 
WET ur Science isan Abyſs more profound than the 
Weean; thy Wit more piercing than Zaſager thatSword 
Bali, which had two Points. Thou know'ſt what 
lies in the nine Choirs of the Celeſtial Powers. Thou 


Net; and when thou findeſt any obſcure Paſſage an 

gel by his Order diſplays bis rapid Wings, and deſ- 
ads from the Throne to reveal to thee the Secret. 

Br thy means, I may have an intimate Correſpons - 


Wenth Fnan, art not thou the Center where Heaven 
ad Earth meet, and the Point of Communication 
wegn the Abyſs and the Empyrean? 
l' in the middle of a profane People, ſuffer me. 
oo purific my ſelf with thee, ſuffer me to turn my Vi- 
e towards the ſacred Place which thou inhabiteſt. 
iſtiaguiſn me from the Wicked, as the white Thread 
WE the riſing of Aurora is diſtinguiſn'd from the black. 
Wit me with thy Couſels, take care of my Soul, 
ke it drunk with the Spirit of the Prophets, feed ic 
ich the Science of Paradiſe, and ſuffer me to lay its 
Wounds at thy Feet. Direct thy holy Letters to me 
Erzeron, where I ſhall tay ſome Months, | 


Fraeron, the 11th, of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1711, 
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deſt the Alcoran on the Breaſt of our divine Pro- 


nce with the Cherubims; for, in fine, thou thir- 


Ce | | LE. 
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L. E T TER XVI. 
UDobek t tbe ſame. 


1 Cax Nor calm my Impatience, divine Mollact 
A I cannot wait for thy ſublime Anſwer.I have doubts 
and they muſt be fatisfy d. I find my Reaſon goes a. 
ſtray. Do thou bring it back into the right Path. Ex 
lighten me, thou Source of Light. Fulminate wid 
thy heavenly Pen, the Difficulties Lam about to pro- 
poſe to thee, Make me pity my ſel, and bluſh at te 
Queſtion I'm going to ask. 3 AY 
WV ar isitthat our Legiſlator forbids us the uſe offi 
Swine's Fleſh, and all Meats which he calls unclean! 
Why are we forbidden to touch a Corpſe, and com-. N 
manded to waſh our Bodies inceſſantly to puritie ou 
Souls? Methinksthings are not, in themſelves, either 
pure or impure, l cant conceive any Qualityinherentu 
the Subject, which can render them ſuch. Dirt ſeems fi 
thy to us, only becauſe it offends our Sight, or ſome o- 
ther Senſe; but is no more ſo in it ſelſ, than Gold or eu. 
els. The Idea of filthineſs, contracted by touching 
Corpſe, comes only trom a certain naturalRepugnance 
which we have to it. If the Bodies of ſuch as do not wall 
them, don't offend either the ſmell or the ſight; how 
cou'd one imagine them to be impure? = 
TE Senſes; divine Mollack, ought therefore to b 
the ſole Judges of the purity br impurity of thing 
But as Objects do noi affect all Men after the fam 
manner; ſo that Which gives an agreeable Senſation 
to one; may produce a diſtaſteful onè in another; from 
whence it follows, that the Teſtimony of Senſe can 
ſerve for a Rule here, unleſs we ſay that every one nu 
decide the point according to his fancy ;and diſtinguilb 
as far as it relates to himſelf, things pure, from ſua 


'AS are not ſo. ah 1 wa rin: = 1 
a ) a 'W oul 1 2 
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f Perſian Leiters. _ 
A | Wo yl D not this, ſacred Mollack, overturn all the 
WDitin&ions eſtabliſhed by our Holy Prophet, together 
rich the fundamental Points of that Law,, which was 
written with the Finger of an Angel? 


Erzeron, the 20th, of the Moon | y 
Gemmadi 2, 1711. FI | 
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Mehemet Ali, Servant of the Prophets, 
5 40 Usbek at Erzeron.. 5 


OU always'propoſe Queſtions to us that have 
been auſwered a thouſand times already by our 
oly Prophet. Why do not you read the Traditions 
f the Doctots? Why do you not drink at that pure 
ream of all Wiſdom? You wou'd there find all your 
oubts reſolyv d. 8 

= Wz:rcs, always perplexed with the vile things 
Earth, thou haſt never with a fixed look beheld 
hoſe of Heaven; and thou revereſt the condition of 
he Mollahs, without daring either to embrace or fol- 
OW it. I e n 
PROFANE Mortals that ye are, who never dive 
ano the Secrets of the Eternal; your Lights are no 
eetter than the thick darkneſs of the Abyſs; and the 
eaſonings of your Soul are like the Duſt which your 
eet kicks up when the Sun is in its meridian heighth 
a the ſcorching month of Chahban. a 
NEIT HEN does the Zenith of your Minds riſe up 
en to the Nadir of that of the meaneſt of the * Imu- 
ms: Tour vain Philoſophy is that flaſn of lightning 


* 1 ee eee Om MO nes Sor Cog 


* his word is more in uſe among „ the Turks, 7 5 
among the Perſians; 
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with every blaſt of wind. 


the Holy Prophet, as it is now? No, replied he: 
_ when thou awakened'ſt me, I thought the day of Ju 
ment had been come, and the dread of that. was 
. great upon me, that my Hair ſuddenly changed wn 


wn: a particular account of every thing chat pal 


vx were all in a ſad fright about it,eſpecially-our wiv 
who ſquawled moſt heartily. Our Father Noah, g 


to take the Elephant, and ſet him with his head tow aH 
the ſide that leaned. That great Animal was ſo ple 


day we have abſtained from this Reaſt, and lool I 


= 
| 
| 
11 
23 
| 


* 


which is the forerunner of Tempeſt and Darkneſ; I 1 Br 
you are in che midſt of the ſtorm, and are toſt abi 


Ir is a very eaſie matter to ſolve your difficuiſ 
We need only relate to you what happened one Day li 
eur Holy Prophet, when being tempted by the Chri- 
__ and tried by the Jes he equally confound 

om, 3B 
Fux Few Abdias Ibeſalon asked him why Gil 
had forbidden the uſe of ſwine's-fleſn: Not with E | 
xeaſon, anſwered the Prophet: it is an unclean Beu 
and { will convince you thereof. He moulded i 


ape of a Man with ſome dirt in his hand; he threy 1 7 
- the Ground, and cried, Ariſe, Immediately an * 


aroſe, and ſaid, I am Faphet the Son of Noah. Wii 
thy hair as white when thou departed'ſt this life, (all 


White, 4.7 == 
VI I, ſaid the Sent of God, relate to me tn 
whole Hiſtory of. Noah's Ark. Faphet obey d, 2 


e firſt months: and then proceeded as follows. 
W x flung the ordure of all the Animals to one ſil 
of the Ark, which made it lean ſo much that way, u 


ing to take counſel with the Lord, he commanded hi 


* 
ö * 
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tiful in his Evacuations, that there ſprung from then 
Hog. Doſt thou not believe, Usbek, that from 14 


upon it as Unclean? 


ä by. 
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or as the Hog every day wallowed in the Dung, 
a ſtirred it about, there aroſe ſuch a ſtench in the 
r, that he himſelf cou'd not forbear ſneezing; and 
rot his noſe fell a Rat, which went about gnawing 
ca nibbliag of every thing that came in his way: 
iich grew ſo inſupportable to Noah, that he thought 
eecefſary to conſult God once more. He ordered 
Into giye the Lion a great knock of the forehead 
ho thereupon ſneezed roo, and from his noſe leaped 
cat. Doſt thou not think theſe Animals are un- 

Wean alſo? Anſwer me. 1 
WHEN therefore thou doſt not perceive the re aſon 
the impurity of certain things, it is becauſe thou 
t ignorant of many others, and art not informed of 
hat hath paſt between God, the Angels and Men. 
hou knoweſt nothing of the Hiſtory of Eternity: 
hou haſt not read the Books penned in Heaven: what 
s been revealed to thee is but a very ſmall part of the 
Wivine Library; and even thoſe who, like us, are ad- 
itted ſomething further into it in this life, are ſtill in 
bſcurity and Carkneſs, Adieu. Mahomet be in thy 


err i 
Com, 2h 'aft of the Moo 
Chahban, 1217. 
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bel 70 bis Friend Ruſtan, at Iſpahan. 


E ſojourn'd but eight days at Tocat : after a 
—_ Y Y march ot five and thirty days, we are now 
rrived at Smirna. All the way from Tocat- to Sthirna 
edo not meet with one ſingle Town worth notice; 1 
echeld with amazement the weakneſs of the Empire 
_ ic 0/z45; that huge diſtemper'd Body does not 
upport it telf by a mild and. temperate regimen but 

0 7 ; | 5 
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by violent remedies, which are inceſſantly eorrodii 
and exhauſting its ſtrength. bk 
Tu Baſhaws, who obtain their employmenilli 
only by means of their money, enter upon their Poll 
vincesnaked, and fall to plundering of them as if they 8 
were conquer'd Places. An inſolent Soldiery is ſubje 
to nothing but his caprice: The Towns are diſmani 
led; the Cities deſert; the Countries deſolate 
the manure of the Fields and Traffic entirely neglecte 
IuPpUNITx reigns in this ſevere Gover nme 
the Chriſtians, who cultivate the Lands; the Jeu 


a 


5 4 
- 
of 


who collect the Tributes ; are expoſed to a thouſau 
violances, | 13% 44 1704 2 rs 
Taz property inthe Lands is uncertain, and cos 
ſequently the deſire of improving them flackened 
ao Title, no Poſſeſſion will hold againſt the caprice oi 
the Governor, e ee eee 
Tusk Barbarians have ſo far deſerted all vill 
Arts that they have neglected even the Art Militar 
while the Nations of Europe grow more and mom 
knowing every day, they remain in their ancient ignollil 
rance; and ſeldom mind to take advantage of thei 
new inventions, till they have been ſoundly drubbeſi 
dy means of them a thouſand times. i 
THEY have no experience at Sea, no'expertrie(s alli 
handling the tackle : they ſay, a poor handful of Chill 
Kians that iſſue from a Rock. * make all the Orromai 
tremble, and harraſs the whole Empire. * 
Un cApARTLE of Trade themſelves, they beat 
With regret to ſee the Europeans always laborious ani 
enterprizing, carrying it on for them: they fancy tha 
are mighty gracious to thofe ſtrangers in allowing then a. 
to bring them Riches. f | 1 
I all the vaſt extent of Country which I have tt 
verſed, I found only Smirna that could be reckoned 
a rich or potent City: ĩt is the Europeans that make tl 
ſo; and it is no fault of the Turłs that it is not like al 
the reſt. . | r ie 15.9% 108 
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Ee probatiy means the Knights ef Malta. : 5 
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ron hence, my dear Rafan, you may form a 

Wilt notion of this Empire, which in leſs than two 

ages will be the Stage of ſome Conqueror's- 
riumphs. | | 4 


Smirna, 2d of the Moon ' 
Rahmazan, 1711. 


i dn. * 2 — 4 E 
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1 bek 7 Zachi bis Wife, at the Seraglio 
1 e a Iſpahan. | 


x7 0 U have offended me, Zachi ; and I feel Emo- 
tions in my heart which you ought to tremble at. 

my remote abſence d d not allow you time to chanye 5 

our conduct, and appeaſe the violent jealouſie with 5 

mich La US . 

Tam informed you were caught alone with Nadir the 

vhite Eunueh, whoſe life ſhall be accountable for his 


* N. rin ide e irn td 2s bad 

es vill perhaps alledge that y du ina erer Beer 

3 pithful to me. Was it in e | 

ov cou'd you deceive the vigilance of thoſe black . 
unuchs that are ſo ſcandaliz'd at the life yon lead? - 


C5 How 
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34 Perſian Letters. N 
Hq · cou d you break thoſe Doors and Bolts win 
which you are ſecured? You boaſt of a Virtue which 
is not free: and perhaps your impure wiſhes have oil 
thouſand times robbed yon of the merit and value offi 


the fidelity you are ſo proud of. 


* 


bi 


I wi1Lr, grant you have not been. guilty of al 1 , 
that I have reaſon to ſuſpect; that theTraytor durſt nu 
touch you with his ſacrilegious hands; that you refuſe 


to layiſh to his ſight the delights of his Maſter; that oi 


vered with your habit you left that weak barrier be 4 g 
tween him and you; nay that he himſelf, ſtruck wii 


holy reſpeck, bent his eyes to earth; and- fainting i 


his raſhneſs, trembled at the thoughts of the Puniſh 
ments he was bringing on himſelf : tho? all this wen 
true, it is no leſs ſo that you have done a'thing contra 
to your duty : and if. you have violated that grati8l 
hout.compleang your diſorderly wiſhes, wha 
ave done- to fatisly them? Wha 
wou d you do if you cou'd get out of that Sacred Place 
which ſeems a melancholy Priſon to you, tf to you 
Companions it is a happy Aſylum againſt the attach 
of Vice, a Holy Temple where your Sex totes i 
weakneſs, and comes to be invincible in ſpite of 4a 
che diſadvantages of Nature? What wou'd you do 
vou were left to your own care, and had nothing 


wit 
wou'd you 


defend you but your Love to me which is prievou 


wounded, and your Duty which you have ſo un wol 
thily betray d? How Bleſſed are the Manners of the 1 
'Eountry where you live, which takes care to guat 
you from the attempts of the vileſt Slaves + You u 


to return me a thouſand thanks for the confinement nn 


oblige you to live in; ſince to that only it is owing thai 


youdeſerveto live at all: 72 


Tov cannot endure the Chief of the Eunuche 
hecauſe he always keeps a watchful eye upon youl 
eonduct, and gives you prudent Counſels :_ his Ugi_l 
neſs, you ſay is ſo frighiful that you cannot bear hl 
lock at him; as if handſome objects were proper ill 
ſuelia poſt as his: hat afflicts you is the not. havin 
Lou, in "i 


your white Euguch,. who. onours 


Zoom. BU 
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Perſian Letters. 35 
nor what has your chief Slave done? She has 
ua vou that the familiarities you take with that young 

f ul Zelidè are not decent; there's the cauſe of your 
erſion to her. en 16 eee 
WE 1 ought; Zachi, to be a ſtern Judge; but inſtead of 
at Lam a kind Husband, that wiſhes to find you inno- 
Fat. The Love | have for my new wife Roxana, has 
gened none of the tenderneſs I ought to have for you 

no are no leſs handſome :-I ſhare my love between 
atwo; and Roxana has no advantage over you, but · 

e addition which Virtue gives to Beauty. 


3 Smirtia „ 12th of the Moon- 
= - Zilcade, 17.12-- 
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bek 0 the Chief of the White Eunachs. 


7 O U* ought to tremble as you open this Letter, 
or you ſhou'd rather have trembled when you 
owed of the treachery of- Nadir: You that in a cold 
WP nguiſhing old Age may not without guilt lift yeur 
yes upon the dreadful objects of my love; you who 
re never allowed to ſet a ſacrilegious foot over the 
reſhold of the tremendous place which ſhuts them up 
om all human eyes; you ſuffer thoſe whoſe govern- 
Wnt you are intruſted with, to do what you durſt 
Ee e do, your ſelf; not Aileen 
by under which is juſt. ready to fall upon tliem 
nd you. 


ereeank at pleaſure; who exiſt but juſt as long as you 
ey; who were born only to live under my Laws, or 
die at my nod; who ee than my 
PP ?Piacls, my love or eyen my jealouſie have occa-- 


* 
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AN D what are you but wretched tools which can 
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| 38 Perfian Leiters. 
ſin for ſuch wretehes; in ſhort who have no cho 
but duty 3 .NO Soul but my Will; .NO Hope, but mn 1 4 
Plesſure? FEE, 39h 1041 wah 0 
I know that ſome of my wives are impatient undi 
the ſevere laws of their duty; the continual 'preſengl 
of a black Eunuch grows irkſome to them; they 
weary of thoſe hideous Objects which are given the 
to reſtrain all their thoughts to their Husbands: Wi 
know all this of Them : but You, who are accompi_hl 
ces in theſe irregularities, you ſhall beſo puniſned ll 
to ſtrike a terror into all that dare abuſe my confidenu 
I ſwear by all the Prophets in Heaven, and by Hull 
the greateſt of them all, that if you are negligent ol 
your Duty, Iwill account your lives but as the lives 0 
thoſe inſects which Itread under my feet. 


Smirna, the r2th of the Moon 
c | 


. * * — - , 
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1 
Usbek 10 bis. Friend Ibben, at. Smirna 


W E are now arrived at Leghorn after 40 daß {a 
It is a new Town, a ſtandirig mark of tl 
great Genious of the Dukes of Twskany, who of 
3 Village have made the muſt flouriſting Cii rr | 
© ̃ ̃ ß ]²˙3AÜbL 
+ Tux Women here enjoy very great Liberti«$ 
they may ſee the Men thro* certain Windows whia 
are called jedlewfies :: they may go abroad every d 
uarded only byan old Woman or two: they wa 
ut one Veil : their Brothers-in-law; their Uncle 

their Nephews may yiſit them, and the Husband 
feldom alarmed at it. N 
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1 0þ T isa iran 55 fight to a Mahometun when he fifſt 

bs ra ar Chriſtian City. I do not ſpeak of 

that at firſt ſtrike all beholders, ſuck as the dif- 

1 lance of Buildings, of Habits, of the chief Cu- 
ns: there is in the leaſt trifles ſomething. Auger 
ich I feel but cannot expreſ es. 
To morro Rica and I depart for Marſeilles eu 
ode there will not be long: our deſign is to go di- 
aly to Paris, which is the ſear of the Empire of Eu- 
pe. Travellers always loye great Cities, wich area 
t ot common We for all Strangers. 2  Faromel,.. 
aſſured 1 1 ove the. 


ere, 1712. DS! 212 J0 nog) 
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1 5 5 been out of motion an bour: ittis no 
anal hurr * muſt be in before he can get a Lodg- 
g. find all the Feb Ne he has directions 5 and pro- 
; ge hibglelf with all the rr pe Re muſe, 
9 dre best hn immediately. Ait cet 7 71.94 
re isas farge as Hpnban: the:Hoifes are fo hig 
23 70 w fwear The were all built for Aſtrolc 
ers. Thou wilt eaſlly judge that: à City built in the air 
ai ed that has fix orfeven Houfes one at the Top of che 
ber, muſt be extremely populous, and that when all 
e folks are ceme down! Ay the ſtreet there muſt be 
bieſſed crowd and hurry n „ 


2] ave been here 
here is no Pes 


H 'of their 


[ have not yet ſren any! body walk 
je under theBun that get ſo mueh work 
bine as che Freneh i they run; they 


; * 85 * 
have been inch. at- Paris. and have | 


'T nov wilthardly "belloveit; forchis womb d | 
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fly: the low — 2 4%, the regular ſtep Wi 
our Camels, wou'd lay them to ſleep. . As for nil 
who am not uſed to this ſport, and who often go 
faot my old Pace, I am ſometimes made as mad a 
Ohtiſtian: for not to inſiſt upon my being all ia 
from head to foot, I can neyer forgive the punches 
Elbows which I receive regularly and periodical 
One Man:that comes behind me and out-walks lil 
gives me awhisk half round, and another that croſu 
me on t'other fide, twirls me again in. a Moment iu 
my right place again; ſo that in a hundred paces | a 
— battered and bruiſed thaa it I had walked thin 
Do not imagine I cam as yet give thee any thore ce 
deſcription-ot the Manners and Cuſtoms of theſe Fl 
ropeans : I have but a ſlight notion of them my (ns 
having yet had but juſt time to Wonder. . = 
THsx King of France is the moſt potent Prince ih 

Berge: be Ha Geld Mines like his Neighbour t. 
King of Spain; but he has more Wealth than him, il 
he raiſes it out of · the vanity of his Subjects, which ii 
more inexhauſtible than any Mine : he has undertał 
and maintained great Wars upon no other Fund bl 
the Sale of Titles of Honour: and by a Prodigy «ol 
human Pride, his Troeps were paid, his Places tori 
fed and his Fleets equipped. i 
3 BIRSID RES, this Prinee is a great Magician: hee 
erciſes dominios: even over the minds of bis Subjects 
he makes them think juſt, as he wou d have them: If 
Bas bat one million of Crowns. in bis Treaſury, auf 
ſkandsin need of two, he only bids them belieyethat ou 

Crowm is Two and they believe iti It he has a diflicul 
War io ſupport and has no Money at all, he only puts i 
into their Heads that Paper ĩs Money, and they are pte 
ſentlx convinced that iais ©: nay he often makes then 
believe that he cures them of all. Diſtempers by touch 
Ing them. ſo 1 85 is the Influence, and Power wii 
he has over t ir Minds. 1 2 a7 an 7 12 I 
;Wais:r:liellihee of this Prince, need not ſurpiia 
os « tare dd apother:Magig/anh firobger than, Pe 
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Perſian Leiters. 39 
o is Maſter, of his Mind no leſs than he is of th 
ds of the others, This Magician is called the Pope: 
ne time he makest lem believe that three are but 
; that the Bread lie eats is not Bread, or that the 
e he drinks is not Wine, and a thouſand ſtrange. 
F I ... 
uv to keep him always in Breath, and for fear he 
bud loſe his faculty of: Believing ; he from time to. 
e gives him certain Articles of Faith to exerciſe. 
bir ot upon. About two Years ago, he ſent him a 
g Scroll which he called Conſtitution; and would 
ds oblige this Prince and all his Subjects to believe 
ery Thing therein contained, upon heavy Penalties, 
he Prince he prevailed upon; he ſwallowed it at 
Nee, and ſer his Subjects an Example: but ſome of 
em proved ruſty, and declared they wou'd, belieye- 
ching at all of what was contained in that. ſame 
roll: the Women were the Mothers of this Rebels 
a which dtvides all the Court, the whole Kingdom 
aeyery Famify. This Conftitution forbids their Sex 
Sc reading of a: Book, which all the Chriſtians ſay 


is their Alcoran. The Women, provoked at. t 


cfront done to their Sex in this order; ſet up their 


hroats one and all againſt the Conſtitution: they got 
e Men on their ſides, who are not very zealous. far 
v particular Privilege in this reſpect. And yet we 
Nuſt confeſs this Auſti does not reaſon amiſs; and, by 
Dc Great Huli, I believe he is inſtructed in the Prin- 
oles oſ our Holy Law: For ſince the Women are of 
2 Creation inferior to Ours, and our Prophets tell us 
ey ſhall not enter into Paradiſe, why ſhou'd the 
ouble their Heads aboud' reading a Book mi 
28 2 only ta ſHew the way to that ꝑlace af Hap- 
neſs | - | 4 ö 
ou bave heard ſome Things related of this King which 
1 und miratulous ; and I doubt not but thou wilt be 
eq backward to believe tem. 
Neighbours, who were all in League againſt him 
: Es he 


P 


as brought down from Heaven: properly E 
Ee: 


Tur. ſay, that while he was making, War-yith | 


may —— Ge RS Ono 


him in the very heart oſ his own Kingdom: they 2 
that he ſought them out for about thirty Years, ail 
that yet- notwithſtanding the indefatigable pains Wi 
ſome Derviſes who have his Ear, he cou'd never fi 
ſo. much as one of them; they live with him; tif 
are at his Court, in his Capital, in his Troops, in ii 
Tribunals: and yet they ſay he will have the vexaohl 
2 kern Fovering hem : one wou'd think 118 
xiſt in general, but are no longer any Thing in pa 
la 4804 but no Members. Doubtle Hear 8 
intends to puniſh this Prince for not having been n 
derate enough towards'the Enemies he conquered, jill 
raiſing up inviſible Ones againſt him, whoſe Gena 
and. Deſtiny are above his o. u. 
1 hall continue to write to thee, and ſhall info 


* 
2 5 
=” 


thee of things quite foreign from the Perſian Chara 
and way of thinking: It is indeed the ſame Eart wil 
tread upon: But the Men of the Country where l liz 
| We ae W ere thou art, are Men 


quite different Mould. 
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. : Paris, theath of the Moon 5 f 
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HA vx received a Letter from thy Nephew Nye 
he ſends ine word he is leaving Smirna, with DIG 
fign to viſit hal; and that the ſole þent of his Vo 
is to gather Inſtruction, and thereby make hiul"" 
mote worthy of thee; I <ongratlate thee upon lo": 
Me Sy Wand who ſhalt in time be the comfort oi 
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writes thee a long Letter; he tells me that he 
cas thee a full account of this Country: his lively 

ius catches everything immediately, as for me, Who 
ak more ſlowly, I'can ye: ſay little to thee about 


5 þ 
1 *. 5 


Tn ov art the Subject of our moſt tender Conver- 
ons: we are never weary ot recalling to Mind the 
dſome Reception thougaveſt us at Smirna, and the 
vices thy Friendſhip is continually doing for us. 
nerous 1bben, mayſt thou always meet with 
ends as full of Gratitude and Fidelity as we are. 
EAVEN grant that ł may quickly ſee thee again. 
I enjoy once more thoſe happy! Days which flide 
ay ſo pleaſantly betweeen two Friends! Adieu. 
| irt ns Arn 2 4 
Paris, the th of the Moon 21 z 
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HOW happy are you, Roxana, in being in the 
ſweet Country of Perſia, and hot in iheſe poiſoh- 
s Climates, where Mödeſty and Virtus ate u- 
ow How happy are You! Tou live in my Seraglio 
in the Habitation of Innocence, - ſafe from the At- 
pts ot all Mankind et Wich pleaſüre you reflect 
at it is out of your Power to go aſtray: ineved did 
an pollute you with his wanton Looks: Tour Fa- 
er- in. law himſelf, even in the liberty of Feſtivills,.. 
ver ſaw your charming Mouth. . You never failed to 
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hen ever you went into the Country, yeu abways 


ſichti: Even 


thoſe raſn Mortals that dich not fly yout 


ton a Holy Covering te hide it. Happy Noxangs: 
ve had Eunuchs to mare before ork. vive Death... - 
mx. 
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4 Perfiart. Letters; 
wy ſelf, on whom Heaven beſtowed you to milf 
me e how much pains did it coſt me to make 
elf. Maſter of that treaſure which you guarded vi 
ſo much Conſtancy! What torment was it to me 
the firſt Days of our Marriage not to ſee you! Wil 
impauence, when I had ee r yet you wou d u 
latisfie ĩt; nay, you enflamed it by obſtinate Reſuſi 
of frightned Virtue: You confounded me in the nu 
ber of thoſe Men whom you always hide your f 
from. Do you remember that Day when | lot u 
among your Slaves who concealed you from my ill 
Enquiry? Do you call to mind that other, when fl 
ing your Tears of no effect, you employed your 
theres Authority to reſtrain the Fury of my Love? 
you remember, when all other helps failed you, 
aſſiſtance you borrow'd from your Courage? Tou diq 
your Poignard and threatened to ſacrifice a Husbi 
that loved you, if he continued to exact from 
what you valued above your Husband himſelf! T 
Months paſts in this ſtruggle between Love and Vim 
tue: You carried your chafteScruptes.too far: 1% 
did not yield even when you were conquered : 1 
defended an expiring Virginity to the utmoſt Extra 
ty: You looked upon me as an Enemy, that had dow 
you an Injury, and not às a Husband that had beg 
tond of you: It was above three Months before jill 
could look at me without bluſhing :- Your: perpeuß 
Confuſion ſeemed to upbraid me with the Advanta 
bad taken; nor was- my Poſſeſſion; quiet: You ot 
ved meof as many of thoſe Charms and Beauties 
ever yon cou d; and I as drunk with che greateſt ii 
Vvours before I had obtained che leaſ. 4 


— 


i zen bad- beers educated in this Cpu, | 


- word not have been under fo much Confuſion :- 
Women here have loſt all Shame : they appear don 

tio Men with their Faces uncovered, as if they chal 

gend them to their defeat: They meet their Eyes: I 

dee them in their Moſques, their publick Walks, *i 

oven in their own Apartments; the Cuſtom of bei 
attended by Eunuchs ĩs unknown to them: Iuſtes 
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Perſian Lettern. 43 
t noble ſimplicity and lovely baſhfulneſs which 
ons among us, we here ſee a brutiſh impudence 
iich it is impoſſible'to accuſtom one ſelf to. | 
Es, Roxana, if you were here you wow'd be per- 1 
ſtly enraged with the horrid ſnamelefsneſs: your Sex 
allen into: You wou'd fly the abominable Place, 
d pant after that ſweet Retirement where you find 
Wrbing but innocence; where you are ſure of your 
f; where no Danger alarms you; in a word, where 
can love me without fearing that you ſhall ever de- 
rt from the Love you owe me. r 
VuxN you beighten the lovelineſs of your Com- 
Lion with the fineſt Colours; when you perfume 
ur whole Body with the moſt precious Eſſences; 
en youdeck your ſelf with your richeſt Ornaments 5 
en you ftrive to diſtinguifh your felf above your 
dmpanions by the gracetulneſs of the Dance or Me- 
dy of Voice; when you enter into a gentle Conten- 
dn with them for ſuperiority of Beauty, good Hu- 
our and Gaiety, I cannot imagine you haye any o- 
er end but to pleaſe me; and when l ſee you bluſh 
odeſtly,when your Eye looks for mine, when you in- 
uate your ſelf into my Heart with ſoftalJuring Words, 
cannot doubt, Roxana, of the Truth of your Love. 
Bur what ſhall we fay of the European Women? 
he Art they uſe to beautify their complexions, the 
rnaments they deck themſelves with, the Care 
ey take of their» perſons, their continual deſire 
F pleaſing, are ſo many blemiſhes in their Virtue 
d Wrongs to their Husband.'  -- TITLES 
Nor, Roxana, that I believe they carry theit im- 
adeſty fo far as ſuch Conduct might make one ima- 
e; or that they proceed to- that horrible exceſs of = 
bauchery dreadful to name, an abſolute Violation * 
the conjugal Faith: there are very few Women ſo 
dandon'd as to carry their Guilt 10 ths heigth : The „ 
wear in their hearts an impreſſion of virtue ke 
ally ſtampt upon them by their birth, which edaca-" 
on may a little deface but never wholly obliterate's 
hey may fram the e 
i on. 
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which modeſty requires; but when it comes to 
laſt puſh,nature.ſtarts back. So when we lock you wi 
cautiouſly; when we keep you under the guard off 
many ſlaves; when we check your deſires from ii 
out too far: it is not that we apprehend the leaſt ini 
lity from you: but it is becauſe we know your pu 
cannot be too great, and that the leaſt ſtain pollu Wi 
I yP1Tx you, Roxana: your Chaſtity long will 
ved, deſerved a Husband that ſhow'd never have 
you, and that might himſelf have quelled thoſe deaf 
which your Virtue alone can now ſubdue. 
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E are now at Paris, the proud Rival of the 


.1F.:9 of the Sun . 1 F Ireen 
Vun I departed from Smirza, 1 deſired 1 
Friend 1bben toſend thee a Box wherein were ſome? 3 
ſents for thee : Thou wilt receive this Letter by ill 
fame Conveyance, Tho'at1o remote a diſtance tr 
him as five or fix. hundred Leagues,. Iwrite to him: 
hear from him as eaſily as it he were at 1/pahan al 
u Com. I {end my Letters to Marſeilles; from when 
4 18 are continually going to Smirna: From then 
he ſends thoſe that are directed for Penſia by the 4 7 
nian Caravans, which ſet out daily tor 1/2ahav, 
RICA enjoys a perfect State of Health: Th 
ſtrength of his Conſtitution, his Youth and his nd 3 
ral Gaiety ſecure him againſt all dangers... MK 
Fon my pom Lam not ſo wellz both my Bodi a8 
Mind are gejected; I give my ſelf up to reflection 
—————ĩðĩ e CEN IT 
09:77 abn. | 
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erow every day more and more melancholy: 
ecaying Health turns me towards my Country, 
makes theſe Regions yet more foreign to me. 

vr, my dear Neſſir, I conjure thee let not my | 
es be made acquainted with my Condition: if they 
> me, I wou'd ſpare their Tears; and it they do 
I wou'd not add to their Boldneſs. | hs 
r my Eunuchs thought me in danger, if they cou'd 
ways hope for an impunity for their baſe Com- 
ſance, they wou'd quickly ceaſe to be deaf to the 
ering Voice of that deceitful Sex, which melts the 
ks and Works upon things tnanimate, 
adieu, Nir. I take pleaſure in giving-thee proofs 
my Confidence. e | 


; Ip 
ris, te sth, of the Moon : 
== Chabban, 1712. 4 
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Wy cterday ſaw a very odd thing, tho' it is done every 
Day at Paris, „„ 
oo vr Evening all the People get together to ge 
aa kind of Mimickry, which heard them call 
A A chief Part of the Performante is upon 4 
fold which they call the Stage: On bothoſi es 0. 
are little Neſts which they call Boxes, Where Men 
vwomen act ſilent Scenes together, almoſt like 
ſc which we have in Perſia, SL 
PoMETIMES you ſee an amorous Lady that looks 
guiſning upon account of her negle&ed Paſſions 
en another with ſparkling Eyes and a paſſionate 
dok perfectly devours her Lover with her Regards, 
ich he returns as ardently + all their Paſſions are 
inted in their Faces, and expreſſed with anEloquence 
nich is the more lively for being dumb. There the 
N | | Actors 


le 
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Actors ſhew but half their Bodies, and generally we 
a Muff out of Modeſty to conceal their Arms. vl 
derneath is a great Company of People ſtanding, wii 
laugh at thoſe who are aloft upon the Stage, and ti 
latter hug atthoſe below in their turn. * 
Bu x thoſe that take moſt pains are ſome you 
folks who are hired in their youth on purpoſe to hi 
the fatigue :' they are obliged to be every where; till 
go, by Paſſages which none but themſelves are 8 
uainted with; they run up with amazing dexteniiiil 
om Story to Story: They are above, below, in 
the Boxes; they in a Manner dive; you loſe ſigh WM 
them; in a Moment, whip, there they are again: (Wn 
tentimes they quit the place of the Scene and go adi 
another: There are others who tho? they are fou 
to uſe a ſmall Crutch, walk and go about like ther 
At laſt you come to ſome Rooms where they pl 
private Comedy: they begin with low Bows; tl 
proceed to Embraces: They ſay the ſlighteſt Acqui 
tance gives one Man a Title to fqueeze another's brei 
out of bis Rody : The Place ſeems to inſpire Tent 
neſs: and indeed they ſay the Princeſſes that rei 
there are not cruel, and excepting two or three Hoi 
ina Dayin which they are ſtern enough, they are il 
tractable at all other times, and the other is a kl 
of drunkenneſs which they are eaſily cured of, 
Art that J have been giving thee an account 
is tranſacted much after the ſame Manner in ano 
Place called the Opera: The whole difference is, tl 
in oue they ſing, and ſpeak in the other. One of 
Friends carried me t other Day into the Place wil 
one of the chief Actreſſes was undreſſing: We gn 
ſo well acquainted, that next Day I received the in 
lowing Letter from her. f 
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LM the mot unhappy Woman upon the face of the 
arth. I was always the moſt virtuous Ackreſs in the 


phole Opera: About ſeven or light months ago I was 
e tiring room where you ſaw me yeſterday : As 1 was 


* 


Ir ing my ſelf for 4 Prieſteſ/s of Diana, a Young Abbe a 
n, and without reſpect to my white Habit, my Veil, 
_ Fr, robb'd me of my innocence in vain I now , 
rate the [acrifice Lmade to him; he only lauehs at 
and avers he had to do only with a very prophane . 
*. mean while I am ſo big that] dare not come * 8 
ge any more; for I have a meſe inconceiuable delica- 
boeint of Honour, and will affirm that a, woman 
has any ſenſe of reputation will much ſooner part with | 
virtue than her modeſty : with this delicaty of mine 
ay be ſure the Yoon Abbe would never have ſucceed= 
he had not promiſed me marriage: A motive ſo Met 
fable made me diſbenſe with the little common fur mali 
and begin where I ought to ha ve ended: hut ſince his 
thery has diſhonoured me, I am. reſolved to livs no longer 
eobera, where between you and 1, they hardly grue 
1 ro live upon; for not that I advance in ars, 
backward in beauty, my Salary, tho ſtill the ſame, . 
to leſſen every day. I was informed by one of your ,- 
mdants, that they infinitely eſteem a good Dancer in 
Country, and that if Twere at Iſpahan, my Fortuns 
d be made out of hand, If you won d grant me your i 
tian, and carry me with you into that Counzry, you . 
d do a piece of [ervice to a woman, whoby her virtue « 
good conduct won d not appear unworthy your gaode . 
7. v ole Wa ON 
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H E Pope is the Head of the Chriſtians: Tul 
an old Idol, hom they worſhip upon preſcalliiſi 
tion. He was anciently formidable even to Prin 
themſelxves; for he depoſed them as eaſily, as our nai 
nificenrSulcansdepoſe the Kings of 1rimetra and ii 
en: But no body fears him now. He calls himiſel 
Succeſfor of one of the firſt Chriſtians, -named 
Peter: and it was certainly a very richSucceſlion v 
he left him; for he is Maſter ot immenle Treaſure, of 
has a very great Country under his Dominion. 

TRR Biſhops are Lawyers, who are ſubordinatef 
him, and have two very different functions unde: 
Authority. When they are aſſembled together, til 
make Articles of Faith as well as himfelt ;* When il 
axe ſeparate, they have nothing to do but to give 
ple Difpenfations from obeying the Law. For tun 
muſt know, the Chriſtian Religion is encumbenili 
with a vaſt many very difficult Practices; and a 
Was not thought half ſo eaſie to fulfil thoſe Duties M 
to have 3 that ſhou'd give permiſſion to let i 
alone; they chaſe this latter Cpurſe for the public 
ne fit. So that if they do not care for keeping the ku 
maran; R no ſtomach for the formale 
Martiage; if they wou'd break'iVow ; if they wol 

_niarty contrary to the regulations of the Law a 
ſometimes, if they have a fancy not to keep an 0 
or ſo, they go to the Biſhop, or the Pope, who i 
mediately grants them a Difpenſation. . —_ 
THE Bi ops do not make Articles of Faith of v4 
own mere Motion: 'There is an infinite number 
Doctors, moſt of them Derviſes, who ſtart a tl 
ſand gew Queſtions in Religion among themſelvi 


They àre let to diſpute a long while with one anoti*ſ 


* 
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che War holds till a Deciſion comes and puts an end 
it. l | 
asp > accordingly I can aſſure thee there never was 
W ingdom that had ſo many Civil Wars in it as that of 
| riſt. j © | 3 ; 
9 os: who publiſh any new Propoſition, are at 
called Heretics. Every Hereſy has its name, 
ich is a ſort of a nick- name for all concerned in itz 
t any of them may chuſe whether * will be He⸗ 
ics or no: for it is but dividing the difference, and 
ing thoſe that accuſe them of Hereſy a diſtinction; 
d let this diſtinction be what it will, intelligible, or 
intelligible, it makes a Man as white as Snow, and 
may call himſelf Orthodox. 

I AIs that I tell you will hold good as to France and 
many; for I have heard that in Spain and Italy there 
ſet ot Derviſes that won't be jeſted with, but would 
rn a Man as they wou'd burn Straw. When any 
in falls into the hands of thoſe folks, happy is his 
t if he has always ſaid his Prayers with little wooden 
ads in his Hand; or has always carried about him 
a pieces of Cloth tied to two Ribbons; or has ever 
en in a Province called Gallicia: Without theſe 
ngs the poor Dog is in a pitiful Caſe: it he ſwears 
e any Turk, that he is an Orthodox Chriſtian, tis 
to one they don't agree upon the Terms; but burn 
n for a Heretic: In vain he offers his Diſtinction: 
tey won't trouble their Heads about Diſtinctions: 
d he is Aſhes before they will ever examine whether 
re is any thing in it or no. nts m8 
D THER Judges uſually preſume the Perſon accuſed 
be innocent: Theſe always take it for granted, 
it he is guilty : and whenever there is any doubt in 
Caſe, they lay it down to themſelves for a Rule to 
line to Severity; Probably this may ariſe from the 
Opinion they have of Mankind; but on the other 
and, they have ſo good a one of them, that th 
ver think them capable of telling a Lye, for they 
ll receive the Evidence of mortal Enemies, Women 
bad repute, and Fellows -"y infamous Profeſſions. 
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In. their Sentence, they pay a ſmall Complimen 
they whom they dreſs in a fiery Shirt; they tell th 


theyare very ſorry to ſee them in ſuch a ſcurvy dl 
at for their parts they are merciful and abhor Bll 

and are 2 at Heart that they have condemi 
them : ut to comfort themſelves, poor Men, th 

confiſcate ail the Effects of the miſerableWretche, 
their own Coffers. 5 
Happy the Land which is inhabited by the 0 
ren of the Prophets: Theſe mournful Spe&acles 
there unknown *: The holy Religion brought df 
to them by Angels, defends it ſelf by» the mere foi 

of Truth, and has no need of theſe violent Meth 
tor its ſupport, 15 


— 


Paris, the 12th. of the Moon 
Chalval, 1712. 
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Rica to the ſame, at Smirna. 


HE Inhabitants ofParis have a Spirit of Curl 
7 them, that is perfectly extravagant. Wia 
arrived here, I was ſtared at as if I had drop'd fr 
Heaven: Old and young, Women and Children, 
muſt have a ſight of me: If I went abroad, e 
body got to their Windows: If Iwalk'd in the Tu 
ries, immediately a Circle was form'd round me: 1 
Women made a Rainbow about me, varied wil 
thouſand Colours. If I went to the public Shel 
— ently a hundred Spying- glaſſes were levelld at 
ſtrange figure: In ſhort, never was Man ſo muchſe 
as I was. I ſometimes ſmiled to hear People that 
hardly ever ſtirred out of their Chamber, whiſ pet 
one another; it muſt be confeſſed, his Air is ti 


1 


* 


#* ThePerſians are of the moſt Toterating Spirit of 
of the Mahometans. | uf 
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an. And, which is moſt wonderful, I found 
res of me wherever I went, I ſaw my ſelf mul- 
yere they that they ſhou'd not ſee me enough. 

E T all theſe Honeurs are but burthenſome. I did 
imagine my ſelf to be any thing ſo curious, or ſo 
aordinary: And tho'I have a very good Opinion 
ny ſelf, I never dreamt I ſhou'd have diſturbed the 
e of a great City where no body knew me. This 
le me reſolve to lay aſide my Perſian Habit, and 


irable wou'd remain in my Countenance. This 
al brought me to a true knowledge of my ſelf x 
n ſtript of my foreign Ornaments, I ſaw my ſelf 
dat my true rate: I had great reaſon to be angry 
my Tailor for making me loſe, in a Moment, all 
public Eſteem and Conſideration: for I at once 
t into a moſt. terrible Nothingneſs: I ſometimes 
in Hour together in Company, without opening 
Mouth, or being ſo much as look'd at: but it any 
y by chance dropt a Word that I was a Perſian, in 
ſtant there was a buz about my Ears: Ha, ha! 
[Gentleman a Perſian! Strange! That any body 
d be a Perſian! | | 
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L xX 1 1 K R XXIX. 
Rhedi 20 Usbek, at Paris. 


M now at Venice, my dear Lebe; one may have 
een all the Cities in the World, and yet be ſurpri- 
at the fight of Venice: it will always be matter of 
der to ſee a great Vovyn, lofty Spires, and Moſques 
g out of the Water, and to find a People without 
D 2 number 


o 


ed in every Shop, upon every Chimney, ſo fear- 


on an European Dreſs, to find whether anything ſo 
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numberina 
bur Fiſhes. 
Bu T this profane 


_cious Treaſure in the I meay, trefſh. run 
Water; it is impoſſible here toaccompliſh one (i 


ablution lawfully. It is held in abomination by 


holy Prophet; and he never looks down upon it h * 


bis lofty Seat in Heaven, without rage. 


W Ex it not for this, my dear Usbek, 1 ſhouiill 
charmed to live in a City wh = 
every day: I inform my ſelf in the ſecrets of uf 
in theIntereſts of Princes, in the form of their 
vernment: Ido not neglect even the European wlll 
ſtitionsz I apply my felt to Phyſic, Natural Phi 
phy, Aſtronomy : I ſtudy the Arts: In a word, | 
pel the Clouds which darkned my fight in the Coun 


ere my Mind impn 


of my Birth. 


Venice, 16th. of the Moon 
Chalval, 1712 
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LETTER XXX. 
Rica fo * * 


F W Ex:'r bother Day to ſee. a Houſe: where 1 


three hundred People are maintained pool 


nough : I had ſoon ſatisfied my Curioſity; for! 


ther the Church, nor the Buildings, deſerve much 
tice. The poor folks in this Houſe were merry now 
ſeveral of them were playing at Cards, or ol 
Games, which I knew nothing of, As I went out. 
of the Men was going out too, and hearing me 
which was the way to the Marais, which is the ll 
theſt part of all Paris; Jam going thither, ſay 
add will conduct you: Follow me. He led me to 


Aeart's Content, extricated me out of all Crowd 
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me dextroufly from Carts and Coaches: We 
WS juſt come to the End of our Journey, when bes 
Wurious to know what my Guide was': My good 
hd, ſaid I, to him may not I know who you are? JI 3 
blind Man, Sir, anſwered he. What, ſaid I, Blind? 
why did not you deſire the honeſt Man that was 
ing at Cards with you, to be our guide? He is blind 
eplied he: For theſe four hundred Years there have 
three hundred blind folks of us in that Houſe 
re you found me: But I muſt leave you; this is the 
et you enquired for: I muſt mix with the Crowd, 
enter into that Church, where I dare ſwear | ſhall 
er other People more thantlley will me. 
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L n x XXXI. 
Usbek 7 Rhedi, at Venice. 


IN is ſo dear at Paris by means of the Duties 
Lie is charg'd with, that one wou'd think tlie 
ign was to make the People obey the Precepts of i 
Divine Alcoran, which forbids the uſe of it. | | 
aux meditate upon the fatal Effects of that We 
uor, I cannot help. looking upon it as the moſt 
acdtul preſent that ever Nature made to Man: If 
ching ever ſtained the Lives and Reputations of 
Monarchs, it was their intemperance: It is the 
dſt invenomed Spring of all their Injuſtice and Cru- 
. I will ſpeak it to the Shame of Mankind: The Lawr 
gr bids our Princes the Uſe of Wine, and they drink 
to an exceſs that degrades them even from their 
manity. On the contrary, the Chriſtian Princes are 
owel it, and it is never obſerved to lead them into 
AMP) :regularcities, . The Mind of Man is made up of 
l 1 D333 Con- 
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to make us more criminal. 


Afflictions. 


they are not in ſufficient Quantity, we fall into 
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Contradictions: in the Licentioufneſs of a Deba 2 
they rebel againſt all Preeepts witth a kind of fu 
and the Law deſigned to małe us juſt, often ſerves oil 


Bur when I diſapprove the Uſe of this Liquor, ui 
deprives Man of his Reaſon ; I do not in like v8 
ner condemn thoſe Beverages which chear and e 


fort it. It is the Wiſdom of the Orientals to ſeek] 3 1 
medies againſt Melancholy as much as againi 8 _ 
moſt dangerous Diſtempers. When any Misfom . 


befals an European, he has no other Refuge but ton 
x Philoſopher calld- Seneca: but-the Aſiatics, ni 
more prudent, and in this Particular better Phrin_ 
ans, uſe Liquors capable of making the Heart of 1 

glad, and charming away the Remembrance o 


% 


NorHING can be more gloomy than theConſolati 1 | 


Ll 


drawn from the Neceſlity of Evil, the Ineffetualil 


of Remedies, the Irreverſibleneſs of Fate, the 


crees of Providence, and the- Wretehedneſs of ill 
State of Man: It is ridiculous to go about to ſor 
the Misfortune by the Conſideration that Man is bl 
to Miſery ; It is much better to lift the Mind ou 
its Reflections, and to manage the Man rather ui 
Creature endued with Senſation than with Reaſon, Wl 

THz Soul while united with the Body is continu 
tyrannized over by it: if the Motion of the Blot 
wo flow; if the Spirits are not enough purified; Wl 


jection and Sorrow : But if we take ſome Bever 
capable of altering this Diſ 4 of the Body 
Soul again becomes capable of receiving 94 I 27 
preſſions, and takes a ſecret Delight in percel ma 
Machine reſume freſh Life and Motion, 3 


Paris, the 25th of the Moon 
Zilcade, 17113. 
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LETTER XXXIL 
Rica 70 Iben, at Smirna. 


HE Women of Perſia are finer Women than 
thoſe of France; but thoſe of France are pretti- 
it is impoſlible not to love the Former and notto 


okens of Authority and Dependance. ** 
WEN E1THER have Men in Perſia the ſame Gaie- 
| | diſcoyer none of that 
eedom of Mind, that fied Air, which are here 
und in all Degr Conditions of L ile | 
IT is much worſe in Turkey. There you may find ''3 
milies wherein from Father to Son no one has- 
ugh'd ſince the Foundation of the Monarchy. - 8 | 
urs Gravity of the Aſiatics proceeds from the by 
1 tle Converſation they have with each other: They = 
er ſee one another, but when forc'd to it by ſome” - | 
eremony: Friendſhipz that pleaſing Engagement *M 
the Heart which here makes up the Sweetneſs of 8 
ite, is to them alhnoſt unknown; they retire into | 
peir Houſes, where they always find a certain Com- 
any that waits for them ſo that every individual Fa- 
ly ſtands, as it were, an Iſland by itlelf. > 

| | | D--4- D 
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fancy that they beſet you 


— 


| 


DriscovuRsING one Day upon this Subje& yl 
a Man of this Country, ſays he to me: What 1 ti 
molt amiſs in your Manners, is your being oblige - 
live as you do with Slaves whoſe Minds and Inc 
tions always have a Reliſh,of the Meanneſs of He 
Condition. Theſe raſcally ſort of People weaken WM 
you the Sentiments of Virtue which you derive 8 
Nature, and hinder their: Growth from your very 

' SHAKE but off your Prejudices, and what can 

expect from an Education that is received from r 
Hands of a Wretch who places his whole Merit in, 
ing Goaler to another Man's Wives, and is pro 
the vileſt Employment that Mankind is capable 0 1 
who is deſpicable for that very Fidelity which ist $S 
only Virtue; being prompted thereto by Envy, q 
louſy, and Deſpair ; who burning with deſire to vi 
venge himſelf of both Sexes, being the outeaſt Wl 
both, is content to be tyranniz d over by the ſtroll 
eſt, provided that he may but afli& the weakeſt ; n 
deriying from his Imperte&ion, his Uglineſs, and 
formity, the whole. Luſtre of his Condition, is o 
eſteem' d becauſe he is unworthy to be ſo; who, ll 
mort, rivetted for ever to the Gate where his Stau © 
is, harder than the very Hinges and Bolts that fall 
it, values himſelf upon a fifty. Years exerciſe of Her 
ſcandalous Office, where taking Charge of his Wn 
ſer's Jealouſy, he lets looſe his utmoſt ii 


Paris, the 14th of the Mo, =” 


Zilhage, 1713. 
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LEITNER A XXXIII. 


er 7 Gemchid hi Confn : A Derviſe: - 
„ he ſhining Monaſtery of Tauris. 


HAT thinkeſt thou of the Chriſtians, ſub- 
A lime Derviſe? Belie veſt thou that at tl.e Day of 
ment they ſhall be like the Infidel Turks, who 
ſerve the Jews for Aſſes, and ſhall be rid by em 
od round Trot to Hell? I am well aflur'd the) ſhall 
go to the Abode of the Prophets; and that tre 
r Ealy was not ſent for their Sakes. But becauſe 
have not been fo happy as to find Moſques iu 
Country, doſt thou think that they will be con- 
an'd to eternal Puniſhments, - and that God wilt: 
ie tem for not practiſing a Religion which he 
aot make known to them? I tell thee I have often 
in'd theſe Chriſtians; I have quzſtioned them, 
eeit they had any Notion of the great Haly who 
the faireſt of Men, and 1 have found that the- 
er ſo much as heard of hin. . 
HEY do not in the leaſt reſemble teſe Infidels | 
gon our holy Prophets put to the Sword becauic - 1 
retuſed to believe in the Miracles of Heaven : they is 
rather. like thoſe unkappy ones whodweltin the 
K Darkneſs of Idolatry, before the divine Light 
ae forth on the Countenance of our Great Pro- 
9 2 * * * - . a — — iv. * a 
sex; if you ſiſt narrowly into their Religion; 
== will find a ſprinkling of our Dodrines.! I have 
en admired the ſecret ways of Providence, who 
Ins thereby inclin'd to prepare them for the general 
cron. I have heard talk of a Book written by 
ir Dotors, entitled Polygamy Triumphant; where- 
eis proved that the Chriſtians are enjoyned Poly- 
: Theit. Baptiſm is an Image of our legal Ab- 
ons; and the Chriſtians are only miſtaken in the 
1 D 5 Efficacy 
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78 Perſitin Letters. | 
Efficacy they aſcribe to the firſt Ablution, which 
believe ought; to ſuffice for the reſt : Their pi 


They hope to enjoy a Paradiſe, where they ſhall: 
a thouſand Delights, by means of the Reſurreal 
of Bodies: They have, like us, ſet Faſts, Mortiil 
tions with which they hope to work upon the di 


bad ones; they have a holy Credulity for Mirad R& 


they own, as we do, the Inſufficiency of their oil 
Merits, and that they-ſtand in need of anIntercil 
with God. Tho' I don't find Mabomet among d 
1 every where meet with.Mahometiſm. Do all ll 
can, Truth will prevail, and break thro? the C 
that ſurrounds her. A Day will come when the a 
nal will ſee nothing upon the Earth but true Believe 
Time, which conſumes every Thing, -will even 
ſtroy Error itſelf: All Men will be aſtoniſh'd oi 
hold themſelves under the ſame Banner: every til 
will be at.an End, not excepting the Law itſelf; ul 


ed among the Celeſtial Archieves. 


Paris, the 20th of the Moon 5 
Zilhage, 1713. 


r XXIV: | 
Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. . 


8 is very much in Ufe at Paris: Try 
are Multitudes of publick Houſes where ther" | 
ſtribute it. In ſome of theſe Houſes they talk Nev 

in others they play at Draughts: there's one of tn 
where the Coffee is prepar'd in ſuch a Manner agg 
infuſe Wit into thoſe that drink ĩt; at leaſt chere s 
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MS but believes he has four times more Wit when he - 
out than when he came in. . 
ur what I can't approve of, is that theſe Wits 
of no Manner of Uſe to their Country, and do 
ing but amule their Talents upon boyilh Sub- 
: For Example, when firſt I came to Paris, I 
a chem very hot upon one of the ſlendereſt Sub- 
(WF that could be imagin'd; it was concerning the 
SS utation of an old Greek Poet, the place of whote 
, as well as the time of his Death, has been un- 
svn for above two thouſand Years, - | 
4 0 TH Parties own'd that he was an excellent Pe. 
re only Queſtion was, whether he had more or 
niMerit aſcribed to him than he deſerv'd. Each was "AJ 
a {cttling the Rates; but amongſt thefe Ailizers of 
utation, ſome made better Weight than the o- 

; the Diſpute was very ſharp; they ſo tordially - 
s'd each other, and were ſo very bitter in their 
= cry, that! no leſs wonder'd at the Manner of their 

olg than at the Matter cf the Diſpute, If any 
=, ſaid I to my ſelf, were ſo fool- hardy in the Pre- 
e of one of theſe Defenders of the Gree: Poets, 

il foul on the Reputation of ſome honeſt Citizen, 
= would he be reprimanded! ſure this nice Zeal for 
Reputation of the Dead would be hot indeed for ä 
of the Living! Be that as it will, added I, God 3 
p me from ever bringing upon my Head the En- 4 
y of the Cenſors of this Poet; who, tho' he has 
nin his Grave theſe two thouſand Years, can't yet 5 
pe ſo implacable a hatred. They do but beat. f 
Air now: What would they do, were they anima- 
by the Preſence of an Enemy? 2 
uss I have been ſpeaking of diſpute in the 
ar Tongue, and are to be diſtinguiſhed from ano- 
ſort of Difpytants, who make uſe of a barba.. 
s Language, which ſeems to add ſomething to the © {5 
be and Obſtinacy of the Combatants. There are | 
tain Paris of the Town where this ſorrof People, 43 
at it belter skelter, Night and Day; they feed: - 
dn Diſtinctions; they ſubſiſt upon obſcure Reaſon- - 


| 


. 


ings > 
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ings and falſe-Conſequences 2 This Trade, which on 
would think would hardly find a Man in Bread, d 


not fail to turn to Account: We have ſeen a wa a 
Nation, expell'd out of their own Country, croſs: des 
Seas to come and ſettle in France, bringing nothing by 
long with them to ward. off the Neceſlities of be 


but a 7 pp Talentfor Diſputation, Adieu, | 


Paris, thelaſt of the Mean 
Zilhage, 1713. 
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5 1 LETTER XXXV. 


Usbek 70 Iben, at Smirna. 


N HE King of France is old: We have noi 
our Hiſtories one Example of a Perſian M 
narch that has reign'd near ſo * He is ſaid to pul 


often heard to ſay, that of all the Governments in 
World, that of the Turks, or that of our auguſt Sulu 
would pleaſe him beſt; ſo great a Value does he . 1 
upon the Oriental Politicks. 4 
© Thave ſtudied his Character, and have found the 
za Contradictions which it is impoſſible for me tor 
concile : For Example, he has a Miniſter not ab 
eighteen Years old; and a Miſtreſs that is turn d 
Fourſcore: He dotes on his Religion, and yet can't wi 
dure ſuch as aſſert that it cught to be rigidly practiſeſ 
Tho? he ſhuns the Tumult of Cities, and commu 
cates himſelf but little, yet is he taken up from Mol 
ing till Night upon Means how he may give occain 
td be talked of: He loves Trophies and Victor 
but is as fearful of ſeeing a ood General at the Hal 
of his own Troops, as he wou'd have Reaſon to - © 
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Perſian Leiters. EF: 
1+ the Head of his Enemies: No Prince buthims. 
as find, was everat the ſame time richer than + 
ce con'd wiſh to be: and poorer than a private 
n could poſſibly bear to be. „ 

r loves to gratifie ſuch as ſerve him: but then he 
berally rewards the Aſſiduities, or rather the Idle. 
ot his Courtiers,- as the laborious Campaigns of; 
Captains: He oftentimes prefers a Man that un- 
les him, or gives him a Napkin when he ſits-. 4 
na to Table, before another who takes him Towns 
wins him Battles. He thinks tllat the ſupremne 
ndeur ought not to be confin'd in the Diſtribution 
Favours: and without examining ,whether the - 
= 0n whom he beſtows his Bounty upon, is really a 
n of Merit; he thinks his Choice of him makes 
= ſo :-and accordingly:he has been known to be- 
pw a ſmall Penſion upon a Man that fled from the 
emy two Leagues; anda fine Government upona- 
ther that fled four. „ 
WH is magniß cent, . prineipally in his Buildings: 
Were are more Statues in the Gardens of his Palace, 
n there are Inhavitants in a large City: His 
ard is as ſtrong as that of the Prince before whom 
che Thrones of the Efirti truckle, and are reduced 
Duſt: His Armies are as numerous, his Supplies as 
dleſs, and his Exchequer as inexhauſtible. 


o 
, — 
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Paris, the 7th of the Moon 
Maharram, 1713. 


LE IE R XXXVI. 
Rica to Ibben, at Smirna. 


T'is a great Queſtion among Men, whether it is 
better to deprive Women of Liberty,. or to allow 
them, In my Mind; there is much to be ſaid on 

both 
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are too much ours; that. ſo· calm a Poſſeſſion leaves ui 


the Men. No certainly, ſaid a very gallant Philoſo 


conſequenily more Humanity and Reaſon: Tic: 


them, becauſe we are otherwiſe. 


Perſian Letters. 


both ſides. If the. Europeans will have it to be ug 
nerous to make thoſe unhappy whom we love; o 
Altaticks anſwer, that it is an Argument of a poli 

Spirit for Men to renouce the Empire which Nau 

has. beſtow'd on them over the Women. If wen 
cold. that a great Number of Women ſhut up are vi 
troubleſome ;..they anſwer, that ten Women that au 
obedient, are. leſs troubleſome than one that is na 
Now if in their turn-they object that the Europulil 
can't be happy with Women that are not faithtuluk.u:; 
them: their Anſwer is, that this ſame Fidelity, {, 1 
much boaſted of, does not hinder the Diſguſt wia 
always follows a gratified Paſſion; that our Wo mei 


nothing to wiſh or to fear; that a little Coquettry ia. 
it were the Salt which not only gives the Reliſh, bu 
e Corruption. Perhaps a wiſer Man : han ny 
elt would be at a Loſs how to decide this Queſtion 
for it the Aſiaticks do very well to loòk out tor mea 
to calm their Iuquietudes; the Europeans are as mud 
in the right, to have na Inquietudes at all. 1 
Ar r ER all, ſay they, though we were unbapg 
in Quality of Husbands, we ſhould (till find me aui 
to make our ſelves amends, in Quality of Lovers. 
No Man cau with Reaſon complain of the Inf 
lity of his Wife, unleſs there were but three PeriouW 
inthe World 3 tliey will be quits, ſo long as there an 1 
* un 1 
TRE RE is another great Queſtion, namely, ve e 
ther by the Law of Nature the Women are ſubjedt u 


pher to me the other Day, Nature never dictated ani 
ſuch Law : The Empire we aſſume over them ö 
down- right Tyranny: which they let us exerciſe, oni 
becauſe they have more Good- nature than we, an 


very Advantages which doubtleſs ought to give then 
the Superiarity had we been rational, have loſt i 


A 
N | bY 
$4 
F 2 
2 
* 
Gs 


— 


Now if it be true that the Power we have over. 
= -V amen, is merely tyrannical; it is no leſs true 
Net they have over us an Empire natural; that of 
auty, which-nothing can reſiſt. Our Authority 
Wk tends not to all! Countries; whereas that of Beau: 
is univerſal: Wherefore then do we claim a Prehe- 
inence? Is it becauſe we are ſtronger than they? 
t herein is a manifeſt Injuſtice ; we employ all man- 
Wer of Means to break their Spirits: They would be 
zually vigorous, were their Education equal to ours: 
them in the Talents, which Education has not en- 
vated; and you will ſee whether they are weaker - 

anus.“ : ; | | ; 
WT His muſt be confeſt, tho? it is contrary-to our 
oſtom; amongſt the moſt civiliz'd Nations, Wo- 
en always had the Authority over their Husbands z_ 
was eſtabliſhed by a Law among the Zgyprians, in 


A 4 pnour of Iſis, and among the Balylanians, in ho- 


4 Pur of Semiramis. It is ſaid of the Romans, — | 


BS mmanded all Nations, but-obey'd their Wives. 


re no Notice of. the. Sarmatians, who were really 
aves to the Sex; they were too much Barbarians to 
quoted for an Example. hs 
THowv ſeeſt, my dear Jbben, that I have imbib'd 
e Taſte of this Country, wherein they love to maine 
in extraordinary Opinions, and: to reduce ever 
ing to a Paradox; The Prophet has decided the Que- 
ion, and has adjuſted the Rights of both Sexes x 
pc Wives ought-to honour their Husbands, and the 
Wusbands their Wives; but the former have the Adv 
antage to be one Degree above the latter. : 


Paris; 26th of the Moon 
Semmadi 2, 1713. 
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ometan Proſelite, at Smirna. 


„ Hadgi Ibbi 70 the Jew Ben Joſhua, 


i; | * ſeems . to me, Ben Foſhug, that the Birth of a 
$f traordinary Perſonages is always uſhered in vi 
11 {tome ſtupendous Signs. and Appearances; as it N 
4 ture ſuffer d a ſort of Criſis, and the Celeſtial Poi 
cou d not bring for. li without the Pangs ot Chil 
birth. 75s bas ; 7 
Nor RHI is ſo marvellous as the Birth of wlll 
homer. God who by the Decrees of his Providence 
reſoly'd from the very Beginning to ſ ny to Mank 
this mighty Prophet, to chain up Satan; + created Wi 
Light two thouland Years before Adam, which pili 
ſing from Ele& to Elect, from one Anceſtor to ani 
ther Anceſtor of Mahomet, at lengtl» deſcended wii 
aim, asanauthentick Teſtimony of his being ſprugn 
from the Patriarchs. 4: 4 
Ix was therefore for the ſake of tl. is ſame Prophe 
that God willed not that any Child ſhould be co 
ceiv'd, till the Nature of Women ſhould ceaſe 0% 
uncſean; and the virile Inſttument were deli verdi 
2a Direumeiſi os. . 
HR came into the World cireumciz d; and Jon 
was ſeen upon lis Countenanee at tlie very Inſtantaſſ 
his Birth: Thrice did the Earth tremble as if ſhe i 3 
ſelf had beef in Labour: AU the Idols fell atoll 
their Faces: The Thrones of Kings were overtu:l 
ed: Lucifer was thrown down to the bottom of ti: 
Sea, and ſwam therein for forty Days before he «ll 
merg'd from the deep Abyſs, after which lie fleduſ 
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Wnt Cabes, from whence with a terrible Voice he 
Wd upon the Angels 
ner very Night did God feta bovnden-mark be- 
en Man and Woman; which neither of them could: 
over: The Art of the. Magicians and Necroman- 
found it ſelf bereft of Virtue; a Voice was heard” 
2 Heaven ſaying theſe Words; I have {ent to the 
Id Ay faithful riend. 1 | 
—_ cox pins to the-Teſtimeny: of 158 Aben 
i: Hiſtorian, the Genera: ions of Birds, Clouds, 
as, and all the ſquadrons of Angels aſſembled 
—clvcs to breed up this Child, and there was great 
tention among them who ſhouid have the honour 
t. The Birds ſaid, warbling, that they-ought to 
che foſtering of him; becauſe they could more 
y bring together the various Fruits of different 
gates. The Winds murmur'd and ſaid, it rather 
P25 tous, becauſe we can convey to him the moſk 
cable Odours from all parts. No, ſaid the Clouds, 
ere of him ought to be committed to us, becauſe. 
will every Inſtant impart to him the refreſhing cool. 
ot the Waters, Upon which the Angels cry'd 
Y indignant what will there remain for us to do? 
a Voice was heard from Heaven, which put an 
to all diſputes: He ſhall not be taken out of the 
ads of Mortals; becauſe happy the Breaſts that 
= JW give him Suck; the Hand that{hall touch him; te 
of he ſhall:dwell under, and che Bed he ſhall rẽ- 
ie on. | 
rr ſo many flagrant Teſtimonials, my dear. 
ua, Man muſt have an Heart of Steel not to be- 
ve his holy Law. What con'd Heaven do more to 
ve his divine Miſſion, unleſs Nature itſelf had been 
rrurn'd; and Mankind who. were to be convincd: 
been deſtroy'd? | | ; 
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Paris, 20th of the Moo:s - 
| Rhegeb, 1713. 
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De Chief of the black. Bunuchs to T jr L 
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66 Perſian Letters: 
Leer TER XXXVIII. 
Usbek 70 Ibben, at Smirna. 


* | 8 
A S ſoon as a great Man is dead, they meet her: Wi 
a Moſque, and make his funeral Oration; H= 
is, a Diſcourſe in his Praiſe : With which, atter 1,8? 
Man would be puzzled to decide exactly whether i 
3 had a great deal of Merit, or n. 
All. | =. 
I would have theſe funeral Oſtentations ban 
Men ſhould be bewaibd at their Birth, and not at.] 
Death. What avail the Ceremonies and moni 
formalities about a ſi el Man in his- laſt Moments; 
Family weeping, his Friends grieving, but ony Wn 
exaggeratethe Loſs he is going to ſuffer, and nt DB 
him the loather to depart? | - 
W = are ſo blind that we know not when we ate 
mourn,or when we are to rejoice: We have hardly ei 
any thing beſides fictitious Sadneſs, or fictitious Mia 
Wu n I ſee the Mogul every Year fooliſhly wil 
himſelf into a Ballance, and caufe. himſelf to 
weigh'd like an Ox ; when I ſee his People rcjoihl 
at their Prince's being grown more Corpulent, tha 
to ſay leſs capable of governing them; 1 can't 


pitying the extravagance of the Mind of Man. 


Paris, 20th of the Moon. 
Rhegeb, 1713. 
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$M AEL, one of the black Eunuchs, mag 4 
cent Lord, is juſt now dead, and I thought! 
” cumde 
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* bbent upon me to fill up his Place. Eunuchs being at 


eat extreamly ſcarce, l had Thoughts of making uſe 
black Slave which thou haft:in the Country: But as 
I bave nat been able to prevail upon him to ſuffer 
celt to be conſecrated into this Employment, Con- 

ring with my ſelf, that in the Main it was for his 
n good, I reſolv'd t'other Day to uſe a little Rigour 
Fards him; and ſo in Conjunction with the Inten- 
of thy Gardens, I ordered him, in his own de» 
ee, to be put into a Condition of rendering to thee 
rices with which thy Heart is moſt delighted, and 
vc as I do within theſe tremendous Walls, which 
ares not ſo much as look upon. But he ſet up 
hroat as if we had been a going to skin him; 
vas ſo very mutinous, and made ſuch Reſiſtance, 

be got away from us, and eſcap'd the fatal Knife. 
ve juſt now been inform'd; that he intends to 
te to thee, to ask thy Exeuſe; affirming that I con» 
d this Deſign purely to revenge my ſelf on him, 
his ſaying eertain ſharp Things concerning me. 
ar by the hundred thouſand Prophets, that I acted 
dn no other Motive, than the Advancement of thy 
ice, the only Thing that J value, and beyond 
ich extend not my View, nor have Eyes for any o- 
r Object. I proſtrate my ſelf er 


enn the Seraglio at Fatme, 
7h f the Mon Mahar- 
= ram, 1712 
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| LETTER XL. 
haran 70 Usbek, his Souereign Lord. 
R/W chou here, magnificent Lord, I ſhoud 
appear before thee, all paper'd over with Pe- 


ons and Repreſentations, and all little enough to 
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inexpreſſible Revenge 


Departure impoſes on me molt unſufferable Task 


than! n —_—_ 
I confeſs to thee, magnificent Lord, I did not iii 


his Villany. Some days ago, of his own private 2 : 


ſhou'd dye of Grief, . if . Lover-lived the Pain. 


Perſian Letters: 


contain an Account of the Outrages I have ſuffa 
fince thy Departure, from the Hands of the M 
black Eunuch, the wickedeſt of Men. | I 

UNDER. Colour of ſome Ralleries, which he oil 
tends Iutter d concerning the unhappineſs of his if 
dition, he pours upon my Head the whole Stock o 
z he has inflam'd again ili 
the cruel Intendant of thy Gardens, who ſince ill 


der which I have a thouſand times been ut on the 3:8 
of 'expiring,..yet without abating .in-tae leaſt of if 
Ardour toſerve thee; How many times have | 
within my ſelf; I have a Maſterwho is all over G0 
neſs, and yet there breathes not a more unhappy Sul 


my Miſery to he capable of any Addition: But iſ 
curſed Eunuch was reſglved to fill up the Meaſur: Wl 


thority, he marki me out for a keeper of thy ſal 
Women; that is, be deſtin'd me to an Execuil 
which would be, to one in my Caſe, a thouſand tia 
worſe than Death it ſelf, Thoſe who attheir Birth hl 
been ſo unfortunate as to receive from their cruel 
rents ſuch Treatment, have this Conſolation, . 
they never knew what it was to be otherwiſe ; but vl 
me to be degraded and ſtript of Manhood, I'm ſut 


I embrace thy Feet, ſublime Lord, in the moſt i 
found Humility z grant me to feel theEfﬀects of that hl 
tue-which is ſo much reſpected : And let it not bei 
that by thy command there. is in the World one i 
happy Man the more.:. 3 2 


From the Gardens at Fatme; . 
7th of the Moon Maliar- 
ram, 17133 


. Perſian Letters. "6g 
LETTER XLI. 


er 1% Pharan, at the Gardens at 
1 | n F atme. "Ag * 


ECE IV Joy into thy Heart, and recognize theſe 

ſacred Characters: make the chief Eunuch and 
WI ntendant of my Garden to kiſs the ſame: 1 for- 
tem to lay Hand on thee. before I return: Let 
WO þ purchaſe an Eunuch to ſuppply the Place of him 
is wanting: Go on and perform thy Duty, as if 
u hadſt Me always before thine Eyes: And know, 
t the greater my Kindneſs is, the more ſeverely 
It thou be puniſht, it thou abuſeſt it. 


daris, the 23th. of the Moon 
Rhegeb, 1712. 
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'L E T T E R XLII. 
Usbek, 0 Rhedi, at Venice. 


HERE are in France three Sorts of Profeſſions, the 
Church, the Sword, and the Long Robe. Each 
a ſovereign Contempt for the other two: a Man, for 
ample, that ought to be deſpiſed only for being a 
ol, is oſten deſpiſed only becauſe he is a Lawyer. 
EVEN the vileſt Mechanicks will diſpute for the 
celleney of the Trade they have choſen: Each ſets 
melt above him that is of a different Profeſſion; in 
oportion to the Idea which he has tram'd to himſelf 


the Superiority of his own. 

AL. Men, more or leſs, reſemble that Woman of 

mc Province of Erivan, who having received ſome 

our from one of our Monarchs, wiſh'd a thouſand 
t1mes 
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times in her Benedictions of him that Heaven va 
make him Governour of Erivan. | 3 
I have read that a French Ship putting in upon 
Coaſt of Guinea, ſome of the 2 went a (hor. Ml 
* buy Sheep. The Natives carry'd them to the K 
/ who was ciſpenſing Juſtice to his Subjects und, 
Tree. He was on his Throne, that is to ſay a Pic: 
Timber, as ſtatel ac he had ſat upon that of the 96 
Mogul: About him ſtood three or four Guards am 
with Hedge“ ſtakes: An Umbrella in the Form vi 
Canopy skreen'd him from the Heat of the Sun, li 
his own Ornaments, as well as thoſe of the Queen 
Wife, conſiſted in their black Hides, and ſome (lil 
Rings. This Prince whoſe Vanity was greater 
his Poverty, ask'd thoſe Strangers whither he was will 
much talk d of in Fance: he fancied his Name cli 
not but be carried from one Pole to another: nn 
being quite the Reverſe of that Conqueror, of wlll 


5 


it is {aid he had ſilenced the whole Earth, this P 
fancied it could not be but the whole Uniyerſe ni 
ſpeak of him. 1 3 
WHEN the Chamof Tartary has dined, a Heu 
Proclaims, that all'the Princes of the Earth may 
to Dinner, if they think fit: And this Barbarian 18 
lives | Milk, who has neither Houſe nor Hon 
and ſubſiſls upon nothing but robbing and cutting 
Throats, looks upon all the Kings of the World a 
Slaves, and regularly inſults over them vic Wh 


Day. 


| Paris, the 28th of the Moon 
Abegeb, 1713. 
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426 T T ER XLIII. 
Rhedi 7 Vsbek, at x 1 * 


ES TEA DAY Morning, as I was in Bed, I heard 
a violent knocking at the Door; which was ſoon 
ned, or rather broke open, by a Man with whom 
d contracted ſome Acquaintance, and who ſeem'd 
e to be quite out of his Wits: His Apparel was a 
t deal more than Modeſt : His Peryke, all awry, 
not been ſo much as comb'd out; he had not had 


ure to get his black Waiſtcoat mended-; and for. 
Day he had laid aſide the wiſe P ith 


5 ide th recautions wi 
eu he was wont to diſguiſe the Dilapidations of his 
== page. | 


allthis Day; I have a thouſand Implements to 
and would\be glad to have you with me: firſt, 
uuſt $020.00 Street St. Honore, to ſpeak to a Scri- 
erw 


ie of five hundred thouſand Livres, and I am wil- 


oment in the Suburbs of St. Germain, where 1 
da Houſe for two thouſand Crowns, and hope to 
tube Contract executed ſome time to Day. 


| 5S0ON as was dreſt, or pretty ngar the Mat- 


as go and buy a Coach, and ſettle our Equipage : 
tordingly we bought not only a Coach, but variety 
Merchandize, the value of one hundred thouſand 


res, in leſs than an Hour's time: All this was ſoon 
„for he did not ſtand hagli 


thing of Money, ſo that he loſt no time. I began 
nc upon this; and when I had examin'd into 
WP 2 little, 1 found in him an odd Complication of 
hes and Poverty, ſo that l knew not what to think: 
2 length I broke Silence, and taking him a little 
7 U le, | Sir, ſays 1 to him, who is who is to pay _ 


ET up, ſays he to me, I ſhall have accaſion for 


10 has a Commiſſion to ſell an Eftate to the 


to have the. refuſal of it. As I came hither, I ſtopt 


my Chap haſtily lugs me down with him: Firſt, 


"HM 
— —— 1 
70 Sb — * = 


„ nor counted out a 
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vs Perſian Letters. | 
o 
all this ? my ſelf,ſays he: Some along with: me ing 
Chamber, and I will ſhow you immenſe Treafursd 
Riches, enough to raife the Envy of the preatel | 
narchs, but not your Envy, for you ſhaſi ſhare t 
with me. I follow him: We clamber up 9 
fifth Story, and then by a Ladder we aſcend y 
Aixth, which was a Cloſet open to the four Wind; 
this Cloſet1 ſaw. nothing but two or three Dos 
Earthen Baſens, fill'd wubdiyers Li ors, :Irof 
times ſays he; and the firſt Thing I did, accordinguff 
"Cuſtom this five and twenty Years,I viſited my N 
and found that the great Day was at haſt come, 
was to make me the richeſt Man upon the Earth, | 
you this red Liquor here? It now has all the Qui 
required by the Philoſophers towards the Tranſl 
tion of Metals: I have extracted from it: theſe 
you ſee here: They are true Gold with reſp 
their Colour, tho“ ſomewhat imperfe& as to | 
Weight. This Secret which Nicholas Flame! found 
but which Raymond Lully and Millions beſides wil 
miſt, is fallen into my Hands and I am this Df 
happy Adept. God grant I make ſuch uſe of the Ti 
ure he bas been pleaſed to communicate to m 
may be for his Glory? | 
, 1 turn'd about, and went, or rather fell dow 
Ladder, tranſported as and left this rich 
in his Rage, and in his Hoſpital. Adieu, my ( 
/ Utbek; I will come and ſee thee to-morrow, 1 
thou art inclined we will returh together to Pari. 
Paris, the laſt of the Moon 
Nhegeb, 1713. 
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= ET T'ER XLIV. 
| Vibek # Rhedi, at Venice. 


ME Er here with People that diſpute without end 
about Religion; but in my Mind, the Contention 
ho ſhall leaſt follow the Precepts of it. 

ET: are not only better Chriſtians, but better 
ens; and this is what affects me very much: Fox 
tever Religion a Man lives under, the obſeryati- 

f the Laws, love of our Neighbour, duty to our 
dats, are the chief Acts of Religion. 1 
ND indeed, what is the firſt Object of a religious 

, but to pleaſe the Deity who eſtabliſhed that Re- 
n he makes profeſſion of ? But the ſureſt way to 
his, is doubtlefs to obſerve the Rules of r 
the Duties of Humanity: For in whatever Reli- 
Wa Man lives, the Moment that any Religion 
I is ſuppos'd, it muſt alſo neceſſarily be ſup- 
d that God loves Men, becauſe be eſtabliſhes a 
gion to make them happy: That it he loves Men, 
re ſure to pleaſe him by loving them too; that is, 
ractiſing towards them all the Duties of Charity 
Humanity, and not violating the Laws under 
h they live. fects bis Heb on. ; 
E are much furer to pleaſe God this way, than by 
rving ſuch or fuch aCeremony. For Ceremonies 
e no degree of Goodneſs inthemſelyes; they are | F 
relatively good, and in the ſuppoſition tharGod bas 2 
dyn'd them: But this is a very nice Point: We may 

ly deceive our ſelves; for we muſt make Choice 

hoſe of one Religion, among thoſe of two thou- 
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crxram Man every Day made this Prayer toGod. 
ed, I underſtand nothing of theſe Difputes that 
continually had, concerning thee : I am willing 
ſerve thee 3 thy Will; but every Man 
om] conſult, will 0 ſerye thee according 
=_ | : 9s 40 
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ler, f ATuk: + ika 


to His. Wben J am about to apply my, ſelf tou 
© in Prayer, I know not what Language to make i 
© of, nor what Poſture to put my ſelf in: One bid; 
pray ſtanding, another ſays I muſt do it ſitting, if 
a third will have me perform it kneeling. This 
© all; there are, who pretend I ought to waſh mea 
© ry Morning with cold Water; others aſſert that 
* wilt look upon me with Abhorrence, if I cut «nn 
© a ſmall Piece of my Fleſh. I happen'd the other 


© toeataRabbetin a Carravanſary (an Inn:) Twn 


Men that were there put me into a terrible fright, 
© telling me that I had moſt grievouſly offended til 
i 


2 % , T 
© one, “ becauſe it was an unclean Creature; ano 
© f becauſe it had been ſtrangled ; and the laſt, . 
© cauſe it was not Fiſh, A Brachman who was coo oi 


* Ah! then you have been guilty of an abominui 


I, 


Action, and God will never pardon you, ſays be, 
me, with a ſevere Voice: How do you know nl 
© that your Father's Soul was paſſed into that Cul 
< ture? All theſe things, Lord, give me an unconli 
© yable diſturbance of Mind: I can't move my Hall 
© but am threatned with having provoked the: k 
* tyrath,”and yet all this while 1 dehre to pleaſe tal 

© andin ſo doing to employ that Life I owe unto the 
I know not whether Lerr; but I can't help belief 
© thatthe beſt way to do this is to live like a good 
© zen in the Society wherein thou has placed me; ul 
© like a good father in the Family which thou haſt ga 
. | 


Paris, 8th. of the Moon 
Chahban, 1713, 
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Pexlian Letters. 1 
Lr rA XLV. 
Zachi #0 Usbek, at Paris. 


IAvz a great piece of News to tell thee: I am 
econciled to Zephis: The Seraglio that was divi- 
nto Parties is now united again; there is nothing 
ee wanting within theſe Walls, wherein Peace 
s: Come my dear Usbek, come, and let Love 
ph therein. 1 Gs ; | 
NTERTAIN'D Zephis at a Banquet, to which thy 
er, thy Wives, and principal Concubines were 
ed: Thy Aunts, and many of thy She-Couſins 
there likwiſe: They came on Horſeback, cover: d 
the dusky Shade of their Veils and of their Appa- 


. 


Ex x T Day we ſet out for the Country, where we 
d to be mbre at Liberty: We mounted our Ca- 
and went four and four in a Neſt. It being a 
h made of a ſudden, we had not time to ſend a- 
the Neighbourhood to acquaint them with it, that 
might keep themſelves within Doors: But the 
Eunuch, whoſe Thoughts are always at work, 
another precaution; for, beſides the Cloth 
h hinder!d us from being ſeen, he added ſo thick 
tain that it hinder'd us from ſeeing any body. 
HEN We came to croſs the River, each of us ac- 
ng to cuſtom boxt ourſelves up, and was convey'd 
he Boat: For we were told the Rider was full of 
le. One more curious than ordinary coming too 
us receiv'd a mortal Wound, which for ever de- 
him of the Light of the Day. Another, that 
athing ſtark naked on the Shore met with the like 
And thus were theſe two unfortunate Wretches 
ed to thy Honour and ours, by the Hands of thy 
ul Eunuchs, . W 
r mind what happened to us afterwards. We 
hardly got to the middle of the River, when ſo 
| E 2 | boiſte»- 
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boiſterous a Wind aroſe, and ſo frighttul.a Cloud a 
vered the Sky, that the Mariners began to be in a cu 
ſternation. Frighted at this Danger, we almoſt #W- 
of us ſwooned away. I remember] heard the Vo 
and Diſputes of our Eunuchs : Some of Whom wer 
for letting us know our Danger ; and for ſetting u 
Liberty: But the head of them declared he wou'd u 
ther die than ſuffer his.Maſterto be thus diſnonoue 
and that he would ſtab him that ſhould. preſume 
make ſuch a bold Propoſal. . One of my ſhe Sa 
quite beſide her ſelf, came running to my Aſſiſtua 
and all undreſt: But a black Eunuch laid hold on li 
roughly, and ſent her back to the Place from When 
ſhe came. Then I {wooned away, and recoveredu 


my Senſes till the Danger was over. 
W oMEN that go abroad, eſpecially onthe Was 


have a hard time on't! Men are expoſed to no bu 

ers but what threaten their Lives; but we are eye 
inſtant in Danger of loſing-our Lives, or our Vim 
Adieu, my dear Usbek. I. mall for ever adore thee, i 


z 
2 
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From the Seraglio at Fatme, _ __ \ 
| the zd. of the Moon | 
Rhamazan, 1713. 
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L E T T E R ; XI VI. 23 
4 'Usbek 2 Rhedi, at Venice. 


THEY who love to improve in Knowledge il 
4A never idle: tho' I have no important Affair 
my Hands, yet I am continually employ'd. I 
my Life away in Obſeryation : I every Evening cons 
mit to writing my Remarks on what I have ſeen, 
on what I have heard, in the Day time: Eyery wy E 
gages me, every Thing ſurprizes mes, ] | a7 1 


i 
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Perſian Letter. 7 
zild whoſe tender Organs receive ſtrong impreſſions 
zm the leaſt Objects. | | 

ou will hardly believe me when l tell you we are 
elcome to all Companies and all Societies: | believe 

s much owing to Rica's lively Wit and natural Gaiety 

ich makes him court all Company, and be equally 
urted by all? Our Outlandiſh Air is now no longer 
fenſive to any body znay we enjoy the ſurprize they 

in, to ſee us ſo polite: For the French imagine not 
tour Climate can produce ſuch Men as we are: 
Wd yet it mult be own'd, they are well worth the un- 

elying, 

HAVE ſpent ſome Days at untry Seat near 
ris, witha Man of note, whois overjoy d when his 

puſe is full of Company; his Wife is a kagy a =. 4 
rſon, and beſides an unfeigned Modeſty, the has a 


ightlineſs which our Ladies of Perſia know nothing 
by reaſon of their reclufe Lives. 8 
eins a Stranger, the beſt thing I could do was, 
cording to cuſtom; to make my Remarks upon that 
od ofPeople that are inceſſantly flocking together, 
ole Characters fti} preſented me with with ſome- 
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ing new: At firſt I took Notice of a Man whoſe 
nplicity 3 much; l ſtruck up with him and 
as readily join'd Company with me, fo that we were · 
me inſeparable 10 ; „ 
ons Day as we were diſcourſing together in pri- 
ee, tho' we were then in the midſt of a great Circle, 
leaving the general Talk ers to themſelves, Perha 
Wu will think me more curidus than well bred, ſays 
but pray give me leave to ask vou ſome Queſtions, 
lam quite weary of being thus thrown out of all 
Wy, and converſing with People | can make nothing” 
My Mind has been abeve two Days at Work, an 
re is not a ſingle Man here that has not put me to the 
erture above two hundred times over; and yet in a 
ouſand Years I ſhould never be able to make a r ght 
eſs at them; they are as inviſible as the Wives of 
grand Monarch. bn but what you would be 
i | | $5. | Hg | 54; 33 * 
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—_ Perſian Letters. © | 
at, replies he to me, and I will inform you in what 
you defire to know; and the rather becauſe I take 
to be a diſcreet Man, and one that will not abuſe ons 
Confidence. ä | 4 

Wuo is that Perſon, ſaid I to him, that talks 


much of his entertaining the Great ones, and is ſoil | 
miliar with your Dukes, and ſpeaks ſo often to 
Miniſters, who are ſaid to be difficult to come at? Mt 
muſt needs be a Man of Quality, but his Aſpet i; hn 
mean that he don't do much honour to Men of Qua t. 
And beſides, I don't find he has any Manner of Edi: o: 
tion. I am a Foreigner, but I can't help thinking e 
is in general a certain politeneſs common to al! 
ons: Iſee nothing of this in him: Are your Men. 
Quality here worſe educated than others? ThisManszc 
Farmeroi the King's Revenues, anſwered he ſmila r- 
He is as much above others in Riches, as he is be o 
all the World in birth: He would have the beſt T: 
at Paris, could he but prevail with himſelf never .o 
dine at home: He has a great deal of impertinen a0 
as you ſee; but then he excels in a Cook, for which d 
is not ungrateful, for you have heard him all this Dy : 
do nothing but commend his Cook, . 3 
AND who is tha: huge Fellow there in black, e 
I to him, that the Lady has placed next to her ſd el 
How comes he to dreſs {> dilmally,. and yet put one. 
gay a behaviour and look ſo florid ? He returns 29 o 
cious Smile to every thing that is ſaid to him; his n 
parel is more modeſt, but yet more formal, than tia8nlwve 
of your Women. He is a Preacher, ſays he; a! 
which is yet worſe, a Director of Conſciences: lu 
all he looks ſo, he knows more than the Husbands dn = 
He knows the blind ſides of the Wives, who likewitpe 
know that he too is not without his blind Side, Hof: 
ſays I: He's always a talking of ſomething which "Wo 
calls Grace. Not always, replied he; when he uo 
_ . persapretty Woman, he dwells more upon the TI 
pick of Man's fall: In publick he thunders, but in a (ue 
ner is as gentle as 2 Lamb. Metbinks, ſays I to ufer 


that he is mightily taken notice of, and is reſpean 3 


— 


Perſian Letters: * 
more than ordinary Manner: How comes he is to 
6 diſtinguiſhed? He is a neceſlary Man; he is the 

eetner of a retired Life; petty Counſels, offi cious 
res, ſet Viſits; he diſſipates a Pain in the Head bet- 
than any Man alive; he is a moſt excellent Man. 
gor it lam not too troubleſome to you, pray tell 
SS who is he that ſits right againſt us ſo poorly habite“, 

t makes ſo many ugly Faces, 'ſpeaks a different 
Noguage from the reſt, and has not the Wit to talk, 
alls to get Wit? He is a Poet, anſwers he, and a 
oteſque of a Man. This ſort of People ſay they 
born what they are; it is very true; and what they 
born they will continue all their Lives, that is to 

. the moſt ridiculous of Men, for the moſt Part: 
WW cordingly no Body ſpares them: Contempt is li- 
rally pour'd on them from all Hands: Hunger has 
ought this Man hither; and he is well received both 
[the Maſter and Miſtreſs, whoſe good-nature and 
dod Breeding mak es no Diſtintion of Perſons :- He 
ade their Epithalamium when they were married; 
(dd it is the beſt Thing he ever did: For it happens to 
as fortunate Match as he foretold it wou'd be. 
You will hardly believe it, added he, you are ſa 
epoſſeſs d with your Oriental Cuſtoms; there are 

cb Taings amongſt us as happy Marriages, and Wo- 
en whoſe Virtue alone is their ſuſfi cient Guard. The 

ouple here before us enjoy a reciprocal Peace that 
ant bediſturb'd; they are Gr ance and eſteemed by 
very Body; there is but one Thing amiſs; their natu- 
good Humour makes them give a free Admiſtion to 
HE ſorts ot People; which ſometimes is- the Cauſe 
Why there is very bad Company: Not as I diſapprove 
f ſuch; We muſt live with People as we find them; it 
tentimes happens that ſuch as axe ſaid'to be good 
ompany are only. more refind in Vice-asit is with 
oiſons, the more ſubtile, the more dangerous. 
Wo is that old- Man, ſaid Ito him ſoftly; that 
doks ſo Moroſe? I took · him at firft for a Foreigner 
dr beſides his being differently dreſt from the others; - 
e cenſures every Thing that is done in France, and 
4 is 
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is diſpleaſed with your publick Management. iſ 
an old Wartiour, ſays he, that makes himſelf mem 
able to all his Auditors by the Prolixity of his Atchien e 
ments; he won't allow that France ever gain'd a lan 
tel in which he was not preſent; or that any Siege 
worth talking of that he did not mount the Trench 
Hie fancies himſelf ſo neceſſary to our Hiſtory, that il 
believes it was at an end with the laſt Action he yl 
concerned in: He looks upon ſome Wounds hen 
ceived, as he would upon the Diſſolution of the Mou 
chy : and quite contrary to thoſe Philoſophers, wil 
ſay that the preſent time alone 15enjoy'd, and that (ii 
paſt is nothing; he for his Part only enjoys the 5 
and exiſts not but in the Campaigns that are over: 
breathes in the Times that are elaps'd, in like man 
as Herdes are to live in thoſe that are to come, N 
wherefore ſays I, did he quit the Service? He did u 
quit it anſwers He, but the Service quitted him; he 
employed in a ſmall Garriſon, where he will be 1 
tative the reſt of his Days: But he will never-advng 
further; the Path of Honour is ſhut up againſt iu 
Why ſo? ſaid I. We have a Maxim in France, rep 
he, never to raiſe Officers whoſe Patience has lu 
viſhed in ſubaltern Offices; we look upon them i 

Men whoſe Spirit is contracted into a_narrownels 

| Particulars z and who being habituated tolittle Thin 

are become incapable of. Greater: We are of Opin 
on, that a Man who at thirty Years of Age has not thn 

Qualities of a General, will never have them: Ti 
he that has not that Roll of his Eve as to repreſent i 
once a Trad of thirty Leagues in all its different in 
tions; that Preſence of Mind that enables hm n 
. to improve all Advantages; and in a Dei 

$ 


moße all proper Recourſes ;.. will never acquif 3 4 
thoſe Talents as ſong as he lives: And therefore TR 
have among us bright Employments for great and ſw E 


E lime Men, on whom Heaven has not only beſtor 
of the Heart but the Genius of a Hero; an inferior f 
4 tor ſuch whoſe Talents are inferior. Of this num 
der are thoſe who are grown old in an obſcure = : 


Perſian Letters. 8 
they at moſt ſueceed only in doing that which 
have done all their Lives long; and we ought not 
egin to load them extraordinarily at a time when 
y begin to grow weak. 1 OBE 414 
Moment afterwards the ſpirit of Curioſity ſeized 
again, and I ſaid to him; I give you my Word 1 
if ask you no farther Queſtions, if you will bear 
h one more: Who is that young Man in his own 
ir, who has ſo little Wit and ſo very much Imper- 
nce? What makes him talk ſo much louder than 
reſt, and ſeem to be glad he is alive? Re is a Fa- 
rite of Fortune, ſays he to me. Here ſome Peo- 
came in, others went out; all got up; ſomebody - 
ne to ſpeak to my Gentleman, and I remain'd as 
ſe as I was before, Buta Moment afterwards this - 
King Man chanced to be cloſe by me. Ir'is fine 
eather directing his Speech to me, ſhall we take 4 
nin the Garden? 1 anſwered him in the civilleſt 
nner I could; and fo we went out together. I come 
othe Country, ſays he, to gratify the Miſtreſs of the 
uſe here, with whom kam upon no ill Terms: There 
ſome Women in the World that are Termagant or 
but what ſhoulda Man do? Lviſitthe handfomeſt + 
dmen, in Par,s;but1don't confine my ſelf to one; and 
ften give them the ſlip; for between you and me [ 
ta ſad Dog. Then, ſays I to him, Sir, you have 
nc Poſt or Employment that hinders you from a + 
cer Attendance upon them. No, Sir, I have no- 
| bie the World to do, but to make a Husband run 
ad, or drive a Father to Deſpair: I love to alarm a 
oman that thinks ſhe has me faſt, and reduce her 
thin a finger's Breath of loſing me: There is a Par- 
| of us young Fellows who divide thus the whole 
dwn among us, and make it take Notice ot ever 
ep we take, By what I find, ſays I to him, you 
ike more Noiſe than the moſt valiant Warrior; and 
more regarded than the greateſt Magiſtrate. Were 
uin Perſia you wou'd not enjoy all theſe Advantages, - 
u wow'd be fitter to guard our Women than to plea- 
re them, Here 1 begin to redden; and I believe, 
. E 5 - ; had 
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— I gone a little further, I-ſhou'd have affrou 
Wu ur ſayeſt thowof a Country where ſuch Mr 
ple as theſe are tolerated; and a Man who follom 
vile a Frade is ſuffered: to live? wherein Infidel 
Treachery,. Rapes and Injuſtice are the Steps that ll 
to Eminence ?+ where a Man ſhall be yalued becauſe 


= 
=” 


>' 


deprivesa-Father of his Daughter, a Husband of 
| Wite, and brings Diſtraction into the - happieſt if 
moſt facred Societies? 7 45 ; 3 
Happ x the Children of Haly,. who defend tal 
Families from Intamy and Debauchery: The Liens 
the Sun is not purer than the Fire that burns in Willy 
Heart ob our Women: Our Daughters think wan 
without trembling of the Day that is to deprive ti 
of that Virtue which makes them ſo like Angels oil 
Incorporeal Powers. a EL 
Omy dear native Soil, whom tl eriſing Sun hond 
with his firſt Regards; thou art not ſullied with u 
horrible Crimes which oblige that Planet to ll 
himſelf as ſoon as he appears. in the gloomy. yd 


q Paris, the 5th. of the Moon: 
Rhamazan, 1713. 
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\ Rica zo Usbek, at * * 


0 ; OTHER Day being in my Chamber, in can 
a Derviſe very oddly dreſs'd : His bn 
teached down quite to his hempen Girdle; he was dl 
tooted ; his Habit was Grey, Coarſe, and in ſony 
Parts knotted :- the whole Figure of the Man was "lh 
whimſical, that my firſt Thought was to ſend 10 
HFainter to take a sketch of him. 


* 
2 
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Pen Larters.. „ 


Air accoſted me with a long Compliment, wherein 
avec me to underſtand that he was a Man of Merit, 
be moreover a Capuchin: I have been informed, 
added he, that you are ſhortly to return to the 
rt of Perſia, where you hold a very eminent Rank: 
dme to beg your Protection, and to deſire you to 
ain us from your King a little Habitation near Casbin 
two or three Monks. My good Father, ſaid I, you 
gn then to go to Perſia! I, Sir, cried he ! No- 
ry 1 am provincial here, and wou'd not change 
ndition with any Capuchin in the Univerſe, 
y what the Deuce do you want of me then? Why. 
wered he, if we had ſuch a little Habitation, our 
hers of Italy wou'd ſend two or three of their 
nks thither. I ſuppoſe then you are acquainted” 
hthoſe Monks, ſaid I, No,, Sir, Lknow nothing 
hem. Why what a plague then will their going 
d Perſialbe to you? A wond'rous fine Project truly, 
ave a brace of Capuchins breathe the Air of Caſ- 
It will be of general u ſe both to Europe and Aſia, 
doubt; it is mighty neceſſary our Monarchs ſtou'd' 
k after this Affair. Theſe are noble Colonies in- 
d] Get you gone; you and the reſt of you are not 
out for Tranſplantation; you will do much better 
1 m—_ to creep about juſt where you were firſt” 
"I endered. | 
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Paris, the 15thof the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1713. 
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Rica to * * 
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HVR known ſome People whofe Virtue was. fo; > 
natural to them that they were hardly ſenſible (g 
| SIN - Sin "05, 3 ms 
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it: They adhered e e er any Force 
on themſelves, and followed it as it were by Inſtind 
Far from exalting their rare Qualities in their M 
courſe, they ſeemed not to have yet reached their om 
Knowledge. Theſe are the Men I love; not tba 
virtuous Folks that. ſeem to be amazed at their bes 
ſo, and look upon a good Action as a Prodigy, wid 
muſt fill eve y with Wonder that hears of it. 
IF Modeſty be a-neceffary. Virtue. even in tba 
whom Heaven has indued with the greateſt Tale 
what ſhall we ſay of thofe Inſects that dare to o 
Pride wou'd diſnonour the greateſt Men? 3 
I meet every where with People that are eternal 
talking of themſelves : their Converſation is a Lo 
ing-glaſs that always preſents you with their imp 
tinent Figure: They will hold you a Diſcourſe ab 
the leaſt Accidents that ever befel them, and th 
their being concerned in them muſt make them eu 
ſiderable to you: There is nothing but what they ba 
done, ſeen, ſaid, or thought: They are the unive 
Model; an inexhauſtible Subject of Compariſon; 
Spring of. Examples never to be dried up, H 
wretchedly inſipid is Praiſe, when it bounds back 
the Place it comes from! * 
So ME Days ago a Man of this Character plagu_hl 
us for two Hours together with his Merit and his g 
Talents: but as there is no perpetual Motion inal 
World, he at laſt was ſilent. A little of the Ta 
then fell to our Share, and we took hold of the 0 
portunity, I 
ONE that febmed to be a little troubled with tu 
- Spleen, began to complain of the many tireonwl 
Diſturbers of Converſation: What, nothing vi 
Fools that are eternally giving you their own Chal 
ers, and bringing every thing home to them(clv6l 
Your Obſervation is juſt, cried our Talker abrupt 
Ah! if Men wou'd but act like me; I never pra 
my ſelf: l have Wealth and Birth; 1 ſpend handionn 
ly; my Friends tell me I do not want Wit: Bit 14% 
never hear me talk of theſe Things 11 have ul 
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Perſian Letters. 1 
d Qualities, chat vrbich value myſelf moſt upon 
ny Modeſty, | 1 | 
1 noe bat wonder at this impertinent Crea- 
:; and while he was running on, I ſaid to my 
: Happy the Man who has Vanity enough never 
en peak well of himſelf; who ſtands in awe of his 
lWarers, and will not venture to ſet up his Merit a- 
Wn the Pride and Self- love of other People. 


1:87 aris, he 2010. of *the Moon 
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TY LE TT E R XLIX. 
ſargum, Envoy from. Perſia in Muſcovy, 
t Usbek at Paris. 22251 


HE M write me Word from 1/þahan, that thou 
haſt lefe Perſia, and art now actually at Paris. 
hy muſt I owe-my Information to any but thy ſelf ? 
THx Commands of the King of Kings have de- 
ined me five Years in this Country; where I have ef- 
Red divers important Negotiations... & 
Tho knoweſt the Czar is the only Chriſtian 
rince whoſe Intereſts are mingled with thoſe of Pay- 
a, becauſe he is an Enemy to the Turks as wellas' 
e. AY IE... 
H1s Empire is greater than ours; for they reekon 
two thouſand- Leagues from Miſcoꝛv to the utmoſt 
imits of his Dominions on the ſide of Chin. 
BS HE is abſolute Maſter of the Lives and Fortunes 
t his Subjects, who are all Slaves, except four Fa- 
ui, and the Lieutenant of the Prophets, the King 
f Kings, who has Heaven for his Footſtool, does 
ot make a more dreadful uſe of his Power. BAN 
= To look at the frightful Climate ot Muſcovy, a' 
an wow'd never dream that it ſhou'd be a Puniſhment 
| to 
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to. be baniſhed from it; and yet whenever any oi 
Man is diſgraced he is ſent into Siberia. : 
As the Law of our Prophet forbids. us to dill 
Wine; the Prince's Decree prohibits the Uſe of if 
from the Muſcovites. Y 
\ Tax yr have a way of receiving their Gueſts which 
has nothing at all of: Perſian in it. As ſoon as a Stu 
er enters their Houſe, the Husband preſents him 
ite; the Stranger kiſſes her, and this is reckon 
Compliment to the Husband. | 2 
T 10** the Fathers in the Marriage Contract ob th 
Daughters-generally ſtipulate that their Husband ſl 
not whip them; yet you cannot think how much 
Muſcovite Women love to be beaten : They cant 
be made to believe that they have their Husbaniifil 
Heart, if he does not bang their Bones for them: vl 
3 Conduct in him is an unpardonable Sigad 
Iadifference. Here is a Letter which one of then 
lately wrote to her Mother. 5 1 


My dear Mother, 1 
I am the moſt unfortunate of Women : I have omi 
nothing to gain my Husband's Affection; but cannot do 
Nefterday I had a thouſand things to do about the foi. 
1. went abroad, and ſtaid out dil the live- long Da): 
thought at my Return he wou'd have beat me pureiy ; au 
he did not ſo much as give me an angry Word. My S 
has far different Treatment : Her Hushand rib-roaſis lu 
daily: She cannot look at a Man, but he is preſently abu 
her Bones: They love one another ſincerely, and live in 
moſt comfortable Life in the World. - 4 
Ibis it is that makes her ſo vain : but ſhe ſhall not d. 
ſpiſe me . : Tam reſol ved I will make my Husband in 
me, coſt what it will: I will -provoke him to ſuch aà d, 
gree, that ſure he muſt give me ſome Proofs of his Kind- 
5,:: Ir ſhall, never be ſaid that I cou d never get one Bea. 
ing, and that I live. in the Houſe unminded : upon th 
leafs Slap he gives me I will ſqua ul out as loud as ever Ic 
bawl, that People may believe thmgs go right; and 1 fin. 
ey if any, Neighbour hows come te my Help, u 


r 
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Eyes out. I beg, my dear. Mother, qou uon d reproe 
t to my Husband that he uſes me very unworthily; 
Wy Father, good Man, did not do thus: And I remem- 
when I was a little Girl I thought ſometimes he loved 
alittle too paſſionately. I embrace you, my dear 
ot her. 

He Muſcovites muſt not go out of 3 
en to travel: So that being ſeparated from all other 
ations by the Laws of the Country, they have pre- 
ved their antient Cuſtoms with ſo much the more 
pnſtancy, as they do not think it poſſible there ſhould 

any other. 26s | 1 
Br the Prince now reigning was reſolved to alter 
ery Thing: He had ar ſad Conflict with them about 

ir Beards: The Clergy and Monks were no leſs 
alous to preſerve their Ignorance. 1 | 

H x applies himſelf to make the Arts flouriſh a- 
png them, and neglects nothing to · fill Europe and 
7a with the Glory of. his Nation, which till lately has 
en forgot, and was hardly known to any but itſelf. 
Rs rTES Sand buſie, he travels about his vaſt 
minions every where, leaving behind: him Tokens 

his natural Severity. 1 f N 
HE makes Excurſions even beyond them, as if 
ey were not ſufficient to contain him, and ſeeks in 
ode other Provinces and new Kingdom. 
[ embrace thee, my dear Uubeł: Let me hear from 
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ee, I conjure thee. 


uſcow, 2d of the Moow _ a a 
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Mas tother Day iu a Company W 
A y in a Company where diverted 
my ſelt well enough. There were Women of all 
8 | Ages: 


— 


* 


this laſt : She whifpered mein my Ear: What do pa 


vour to tell me whetherit is not in Jeſt that you cal; 
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Ages: Oneof fouricore; one of- ſixty; one of f 
ty, who had a Niece that might be about one ori 
and twenty. A ſort of Inſtinct made me get nuf 
ſay to my Aunt, who at her Years tries to make Col 
queſts, and.wou'd be thought pretty? She is much 
the wrong, ſaid 1; that's a Deſigu only proper fi 
you. A moment afterwards, I happened to be by 
Aunt, who ſays to me: What do you think of U 
Woman there, who is at leaſt threeſcore, and e 

ſpent above an Hour this Morning at her Toi: 
Twas all Time loſt, ſays I, and not to be excuſedi 
any but a Woman of your Beauty. I went to hen 
ſerable Creature of threeſcore, and pitred her inn 
Heart, when ſhe whiſper'd me: Can any thing beg 


ridiculous? Look there at:that Woman who. is fou C 
 ſeore Years old, and yet wears flame colour Ribbansil 

She would. fain ſeem-..young, and really ſhe is ſo; Ha 

this is mere Childhood. Heavens, ſaid I to my (ll | 


Shall we never have Eyes but for the Ridicule of o 
Folks? Perhaps it is a Bleſſing, faid-L atterwards, tx 
we can gather Comfort from the Weakneſſes ot oten 
However, being in a Vein to be merry, come, (a 
I. we have aſcended far enough; let us now go do 
ward, and begin with the antient Gentlewoman 1 
is at top. Madam, the Lady 1 juſt now ſpoke wilt 
and you, are ſo very like, chatone wou'd ſwear ja 
were two Siſters : I fancy you axe juſt of an Age. V 
marry, Sir, quoth ſhe, when one dies, the other vil 


uake with Fear. 1 do not thinł there is tro Days « 
erence betweemus. Having done with my decrep1 a1 


Dame, I went to her of ſixty, Madam, ſays, jo 
mult decide. a Wager Iam concern'd im: I have be 
ted, that that Lady and you ( ſhewing her the Woman | 
of Forty) are of the fame Age; Good=taith, ſays e 
I don't belive there is ſix Months difference. Soil 
good. Proceed. I ſtill go downwards, and cans 
next to the Womanof forty. Madam, do me the: 


young Lady therearriothey Table, your:Nieco *'7% 12 


wy 


Perſian Letters: 89 
as young as ſheis: Nay, ſhe has ſomething of a 
ay in her Face, that is not to be found in yours: 
the lively Colour of your Cheeks No, hold, 
ſhe, I am her Aunt, that's true: But her Mother 
at leaſt five and twenty Years older than myſelf;. 
were not by the ſame Venter: I have heard my 
Siſter ſay, that her Daughter and I were both born 
Year. I thought as much, Madam; and might 
| wonder, | 
r dear Usbek, the Women when they find them- 
yes dying beforehand by the Deparure of their 
rms, would fain ſteal backwards towards Vouth. 
y ſhou'd we be ſurprized at their endeavouring to 
Wat others? They do all they can to cheat them- - 
es, and drive out the moſt afflicting, of all: 
Woughts. | ; 


paris, the 34. of the Moon 
Chalval, 1713. 
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LETTER II. 


Telis to Usbek, at Paris, 


TJEVER was Paſſion more violent than that of* 
.Coſrou the white Eunuch, for my Slave Zelide: 
demands her in Marriage with ſo much Fury that 

annot refuſe him. And why ſhou'd I oppoſe it, 

ea her Mother does not, and Zelide herſelt ſeems. 
cnt with the Novion of this mock Marriage, this“ 
a Shadow that is offered her? 3 
= Y : ar will. ſhe do with this poor Wreck who 1 
ee nothing of the Husband, but his Jealouſie; who 7 
E | never be warm'd out of his Coldneſs into any 
"5 but a uſeleſs Deſpair : who will be continually 
Falling the Memory ot what he once was, to put 
r in mind of what he now is not; who always ready 
| to 


* 


go Perſian Letters: 


to enjoy, and never enjoying, will be eternally chi 
ing her; and remind her inceſſantly of the wretehe 
neſs of her Condition? | IJ 
HEAVEN S, to be always in Viſtons-and Fance 
To live to nothing but Imagination! To be alway 
the Verge of Pleaſure, and never taſte it! Languifhl 
ing in the Arms of a Wretch, inſtead of anſwering Wl 


N Tp v2, 0 


his Sighs, to anſwer only to his Bewailings ? "Wit 

W Har a Contempt muſt one have tor a Mu ic 
this ſort, made only to guard, and never to poſſe er 
I want Love, but can find none. b 

I ſpeak to thee freely, knowing thou loveſt my pier 
Way, and preferreſt my open Conteſſions, and . 
for Pleaſure, to the feigned Modeſty of my Com 
nions. | RON | =" 

I have heard thee ſay a thouſand times, that tie: 
nuchs taſte a ſort of Pleaſure with Women, wi : 


unknown to us; that Natuze makes vp their Loſſen 
them; that ſhe has Expedients which repair the 
advantage of their Circumſtances, that they mie 
deed loſe their Manhood, but not their Senſation, up” 
that in this State they have a Kind of third Sel 
whereby they only change one Pehiꝑht for another, Wl 
Ir this be ſo, I ſhall think Zelide leſs unhappy: ſn 
is ſome Comfort to live with People leſs miſerable, 
SEND me thy Orders in this Matter, and le: vi 
know whether thou wou'dſt have this Marriage cu 
pleated in the Seraglio. Adieu. : FJ 
From the Seraglioof Iſpahan, 5th of 
the Moon Chalval; 1713 
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Rica 7 Usbek, at * * ® 


Þ Wa s-this Morning in my Chamber, which t 3 
knoweſt is ſeparated from the next only by 3 "il 


I 


1 25 e 
Perſian Letters. 13 
n Partition, ſo that you may hear every thing that is 
in the adjoining Room. A man that was walking 
out in a great Paſſion, ſaid to another: I can't ima- 
ee what's the matter; but every thing, goes ill with 
: Here tis above three Days ſince 1 have ſaid any 
ng that has been to my Honour, and I have been 
nfounded among the Herd in every Converſation 


7 2 9 : 2 o 6 * 
tout having the leaſt Notice taken of me, or being 

ice ſpoken to. I had got ready ſome Flights to en- 

en my Diſcourſe; but they wou'd not give me time 


bring them in: I had a very clever Story to tell, but 
ery time l ſtrove to bring the Diſcourſe to it, the 
ve me the ſlip, as if Thad made it on purpoſe 20 
ve ſome rare Jeſts, that for theſe four Days have lain 
my Head till they are almoſt grown ſtale, and I have 
t once had an Opportunity of making the leaſt uſe 
them: If things go on at this rate, I tancy at laſt 
hall grow a Fool: My Stars ſeem reſolv'd to have it 
Feſterday, I was in great hopes of ſhining among 
ee or four old Women, who certainly had no De- 
n to play Tricks with me; and 1 had got ſome of 
prettieſt Things in the World to ſay, I was above 
uarter of an Hour ſtriving to * Converſation, 
l wou'd have had it; but they never kept to any con- 
Wction in their talk, but like the fatal Siſters always 
toff the Thread of my Diſcourſe. Faith, the repu- 
oon of Wit is no ſmall trouble to ſupport: I can 
ak how you managed matters to attain it. | 
A Thought comes into my Head, cries.t'other : Let 
labour jointly to promote each other's Wit; let us go 
ters: We will tell one another every Day before 
Yad what to ſay, and ſtand by each other ſo ſtoutly, 
it any body offers to interrupt us in the midſt of 
Pr Ideas, we will drag him into us; and if he reſiſts 
will uſe Violence: We will agree what Paſſages to 
prove, where to ſmile, when to laugh outright: 
eu [ball ſee we will give the turn to all Converſations, 
4 dd all the World ſhall admire the quickneſs of our 
wet- and the briskneſs of our Repartees: We will 
ra otect one another upon a Nod :: You, ſhall. ſhine to- 


1 ; day x- 
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day; to-morrow you ſhall be my Second: I wil 
with you into a Houſe, and cry out even asI 
ſtairs, I muſt tell you a very pleaſant Anſwer this 
tleman juſt now made to one that we met in the (if 
and then turning to you, he did not expect any t 
like it: you ſilenc'd him fairly. I will repeat ſoue 
my Verſes, and you ſhall ſay Iwas by when hem 
them; it was at a Supper, and he did not ſtudy for tf 
a Moment. Nay, you and Iwill often rally one uf 
ther; and People will fay, See how ſmartly they bu 
it; bow briskly they defend themſelves; ox i” 
{pare one another, faith; let's hear how he will «fl 
off of that; to a Miracle! what preſenee of Mind 
is Maſter of? This is a tight Engagement; -but tf 
will never dream, that we fought it all over the M 
before. We muſt buy ſome Jeſt Books, wrote for 
uſe of thoſe who have no. Wit at all, but wou'd ln 
to have a great deal; all depends upon copying all 
good Originals. Pllwarrant you in ſix Months tl 
we hold a Converſation of an Hour long, made wil 
nothing but Fefts + but we muſt take Care ot ane iu 
"Which is, to pulh the Succeſs of them as far as it 
bez it is not enough to ſay a good thing: It cuz Wn 
be publiſned; itfhou'd be ſpread about every wing 
Withour this, it is but: throw away? And I own wan 
thing in the World is ſuch a Mortification to a Man Wn 
to have a ſmart thing which he has faid, die an( Wn 
buried in oblivion in the Ear of a Fool: *Tis true hl 
often have amends made us for this, by having ap 
deal of Nonſenſe, that we ſay; paſs © unexaminO 
and this is all the Comfort we have in thoſe Caſes, 1 1 
9 is the Method we muſt take: Follow m/ 
tections, and in ſix Months you (hall get a Pace 
the Academy: Vou ſee your trouble will be but ſh 
for when once you are a Member of that, you "ul 
throw away all your Arts: .You will then be reckouut 
2 Wit in ſpite ot your Teeth. It is obſer ved thatW I 
a Man enters himſelf of any Society, he preſen 7 
catches whatwe may call the Spirit of the. Body; 
will find it ſo ; and Tam in no pain for you, but ; 3 


5 


| F vill bear the Heaps of Applauſe that will be ſhows. 
937 upon you. | | 2 


aris, the 6th. of the Moon ; ol 
Zilcade, 1714 
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MO NG the Europeans, the firſt Hour ofMarriage: 
removes all Difficulties ; the laſt Favours are al- 
s of the ſame date with the Nuptial Benediction: 
e women do not act like ours in Perſia, who diſ- 

the Ground ſometimes for whole Months together: 

y are as free as ever they can: If they loſe nothing, 
becauſe they have mg. e. loſe :But you are ſure 
knowing beforehand, to their eternal Shame be it 
ken. the Moment of their Defeat; and without 
ulting thostars, one may exactly foretel the Hour 
the birth of their Children. ä 1 
THB French ſeldom talk of their Wives; for fear 

y ſhou'd ſpeak before Poople that are better ac- 
iated with them than 8 1 
AT 4 = x £ is among them a Set of very unhappy Men, 
om no body comforts; namely, the jealous Hus- 
WI. There are ſome that every body hates, to wit, 
iealous Husbands; there are ſome that all Mendefs 


— Te ka 
8 


* 


e:; the ſame jealous Husbands. oo 

ud accordingly there is no Country in the World 
ere there are ſo few of them, as among the French: 

eir Tranquillity is not grounded upon any Conſi- 

nce that they place in their Wives, but rather on the 
Opinion they have of them: All the wife preeauti- 

bs of the Afiaticks, their Veils; their Priſons, the Vi- 
lance of their Eunuchs, ſeem to them more likely 
exercile the Contrivance of this Sex, than to tire it. 
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94 Perſian Letters. =. 
Here the Husbands bear their Misfortunes with as ii ab 
a Grace as they can, and look upon the Infidelity WM ©* 
theirWivesasStrokes ofFate,which there is no avoid 
A Husband that ſhou'd pretend to be the ſole Po 
ſor of his Wife, wow'd be thought a diſturber of ii 
public Pleaſure, and a kind of Madman, that wal 
enjoy the Light of the Sun all himſelf, b 

HERE a Husband that loves his Wife, is loch 

upon as a Man that has not Merit enough to get i 

love of any other Woman; that makes uſe of the 
thority of the. Laws to ſupply his own want of age 

blenels;. that inſiſts upon all his private Rights, ou 
prejudice of a whole Society; that takes a Thing wid 

Was only pledged to him, to be his own proper 


ar 
Z 


and that does all that lies in his Power to fruſtrate aui . 
convention, which is the Happineſs of both Sebi 
This Title of Husband to a Coquet which we are: 
cautious of owning in Aſa, ishere borne withoutu ly 
eaſineſs: People find Opportunities enow of tak; 
theirrevenge. APrince comforts himſelf for the He. 
of one Place, by the winning of another. While : 
Turk was taking Bagdad from us, were not we geil. 
the Fortreſs of Candahor from the Mogul > ==. 
. A Man that in general bears with his Wife's infa 
lity, is not found fault with; on the contrary, beirn 
highly commended for his Prudence: There are on: 
few particular Caſes that are ſcandalous. 1 
Nor that there are no virtuous Women in this Con 
try ; they are indeed very much diſtinguiſted: WW 
Conduftor always thewed them me; but they vi! 
| all ſo ugly, that a an, muſt ; be a Saint, not to na- ; nt 
Ar TEA What I have told thee of the Manners e 
this Country, thou wilt eaſily believe the French e. 
not much value themſelves upon Conſtancy: T 


Run ef ridiculous for a Man to ſwear to a Won 
hat he will always love her, as to reſolve he will aua 
enjoy Health or Happineſs, When they promiſe WW: 
Woman that they will always love her, they be 5 1 
that ſhe on her ſide will undertake to continue . # 
amiabe 
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able and if ſhe fails in her Part, ; they think chem. 
es no longer bound to theirs. I 


aris, 7th. of the Moon 
| Zilcade, 1714. 
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Usbek to Ibben, at Smirna. 


AMING is very much practiſed in Europe: It is 
a very handſome Employment to be a Gameſter: 
s ſingle Title ſupplies the want of Birth, Riches, or 
bity : It ſets all the Profeſſors upon the Foot of 
tlemen, without further examination: Tho* every 
knows how much they are deceived in judging 
I: this Mannet: Bat they have agreed to be incorrt- 
ee. | | | 
nr Women eſpecially are ftrangely addicted to 
[tis true, they ſekdom'follow it in their Y outh, but 
rdertoindulge a more favourite Paſſion : But as 
TS 2row old, their Reliſh for gaming-ſeems to get 
| | ' jou and this Paſſion then fills the vacancies of 
ie reſt. 1 
HEY are all reſolved to undo their Husbands; and 
ffect it, they have various methods, adapted t e- 
Ape, from the tendereſt Youth to the moſt decre- 
dld Age : 'Drefs and Equipage begin the ruin; gal- 
ry helps it forwards; play compleats it. 
neus often ſeen nine orten Women, or rather 
or ten Centuries, placed round a Table: I have 
erved them in their Hopes, their Fears, their Joys, 
particularly in their Tranſports of Fury: Thou 
dſt (wear they cou'd never have time to a peaſe 
ſelves, and that their Lives wou'd end, before 
Deſpair: Thou woud'ſt have been in ſome doubt 
| whethier 
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whether thoſe they paid their Money to, were tiff 
Creditors or their Legatees. C 
O us holy Prophet ſeems to have had it chief 
his view to reſtrain us from every thing that mig 
ſturb our Reaſon; he forbad us the-uſe of Wine, wii 
obſcures it: He, by an Expreſs precept, condeni 
all Games of Chance: And where it was impolihi 
he ſhou'd remove the Cauſe of our Paſſions, he 
to deaden them. Love, among us, brings nel 
Diſt urbance nor Fury. along with it It is alan 
Paſſion, and lets our Soul remain in a perfect 
plurality of Wives delivers us from their Domi 
and moderates the violence of our Deſires. 


, Diris, 18th. of the Moon 
Ailhage 1714. 
| 4 * 
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x HE Libertines here maintain an infinite ni 
. £ of Women of Pleaſure, and the Bigots a 
ny Derviſes: Theſe Derviſestake-three Vows, 0 
bedience, Poverty, and Chaſticy. They ſay the ul 
is beſt kept: As to the ſecond, will aſſure thee 
little minded; and I leavetheeto judge of the thin 
Bur as rich as theſe Derviſes are, they will ly 
reſign the Notion of Poverty: Sooner wou 


4 


Falter Sultan renounce his ſublime and magni 


iN 


itles: They are much in the right on't; for this Nu 
of Poverty. keeps them from the Thing. = 
ITE Phyſicians,and ſome of theſe Derviſesw I 
they call Confeſſors, are always here either too ml 
eſteemed, or too much deſpiſed; tho' 1 am toll 
Heirs are better pleaſed with the Doctor than the 
fellor. | 11 1 
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Perſian Letters . 87 
was bother Day in a Convent of theſe Derviſes: 
of them, a Man venerable for his white Hair, ac- 
ed me very civilly; and having ſhewn me the whole 
ſe, led me into the Garden, where we fell into 
ourſe, My good Father, ſaid I, what is youy Office 
he Community? Sir, replied he, with an Air of 
h ſatistaction at my Queſtion, Iam Caſuiſt. Ca- 


, cries I! all the time that have been in France, I 
er heard a Word of that Employment. How! 


t you know what a Caſuiſt is! hearken to me then; 


ll give you a Notion of it that ſhall ſatisfie you to 


tull. There are two kinds of Sins; the Mortal, 


ch abſolutely exclude a Man trom Paradiſe; and 


; Venial, which indeed are offenſive to God, but do | 


provoke ſo highly as to deprive us of Beatitude: 
our whole * in eleverly diſtinguiſhing 


een theſe two ſorts of Crimes; for, exceptin 
= a tew Free-thinkers, all the Chriſtians wou'd = 
y go to Paradiſe ; but moſt of themwou'd gladly. 
chaſe it at as cheap a rate as they can. When a Man 
vs what Sins are mortal he takes care to avoid all 


ſe, and his Buſi nefs is done: There are but few 
t aſ * to a mighty high degree of perfection; and 
ot. 


eing ambitious, they don't much trouble them- 


es about the chief Places: They juſt take care to 
eeze into Paradiſe, and if they get but in, tis all 
y defire, Theſe are Men that gain Heaven by Vio- 


ce, and that ſay to God: O Lord, I have fulfilled 


Conditions moſt rigorouſly; you can't refuſe to 
pyour promiſe; as Lhave done no more than juſt 


at you required of me, Idon't expect you ſhoud 


Int any thing more than you promiſed. 


C ov find, Sir, we are a very neceſſary ſort of Folks. 
this is notall; you ſhall hear other-guefs Matters 


n thoſe. It is not the Action that makes the Crime; 
the knowledge of the Perſan that commits it: 
that does Evil, and can believe it not to be ſo, may 
his Heart at eaſe: And as there are a vaſt man 


= ions whichare equivocal in their Nature, a Caſuiſt 
=P, ive them a ſmall hs of gqodnels which they 


have 
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86 Perfian Letters. | 
have not, by reckoning themto be of that ſor; i. 
rovided be can but make-the Man believe Wl. 
have no Venom, it _ takes allthe Venom 
them * 
IAE here let you into the ſecret of a 11 
which I am grown old in; I have ſhewed you tbei 
ties of it: There is a Turn to be given to any . 
tho ĩt ſeems ever ſo little capable of i it. Father, F 
1, this is mighty well: But how do you make wil 
Muatter with Heaven? If the Grand Sophi had (dil 
Man as you in his Court, that ſhou'd ſerve him 
ſerve God, makin ag Diſtinctions in his Comm 
teaching his — s in what Caſes they muſt A 
them, and how far they may violatethem; he will 
- _ ,impale him, out of Hand. With this I Calute 8 
Derviſe, and left him, without ſtaying for an Aung 
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Lyra LVL. 


Rica 70 Rhedi, at Venice, 


Fd 


P ARIS, my dear Rhedi, abounds with yariet 
| Trades, There you ſhall bave a Man ſo obligy 
as to come and offer You, kor a {mall Piece of Sehe 
Me Art of making Gold, 

ANOTHER promiſes you, that; yau ſhall len 
the Spirits of the Air, if you will dive only thirty 1a 
without ſeeing a Woman. 

Y 0 v« may meet with Diviners ſo cunning, 2 
tell you your whole Lite, provided they have but! 
one Quarter of an Hour's Diſcourls with your 3 
vants. 
TAE Bare ſome daten Women that make N 
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Nerſian Letters. | 87 


is gathered he hundredth Time wich more Pain 


the firſt. | Os. = I ; 

HERE are Others, that by the Power of their 
can repair all the Injuries of Time, reſtore the 
ns Beauty of a Complexion, and even call back a 
man from the greateſt Age to the moſttenderYouth. 
LL theſe People live, or endeavour to live, in a 
which is the Mother of Invention. 

H E Revenues of the Citizens cannot poſſibly be 
ned out; they conſiſt in nothing but Wit and In- 
y: Every one has his particular Talent, which he 
es the.beſt Market of that he can, TI. 

E that ſhou'd go about to number all the Men of 

aw, that gape after the Revenue of ſome Moſque, 
ht as ſoon count the Sands of the Sea, or the Slayes 
dur Monarch, . | | 

asT Numbers of Maſters of Languages, Arts 
Sciences, teach other People what they know 
ing of themſelves; and this Talent is very ex- 
rdinary.: For it requires no great Capacity to teach 


t one underſtands; but a Man muſt have a fine 


ius indeed to inſtru another in a thing he himſelf 
holly a Stranger to. | 


T is impoſſible to die here any otherways than 
Weniy: Death has no way to exerciſe his Domini. 


but by Surprize, in this Country: For in every 
ner you have People that have infallible Remedies 
ill Diſtempers that can be imagined. 

LL the Shops are ſpread with · inviſible Nets, in 
hthe Chaps are all caught: However one ſome» 
s gets out of them tolerably cheap: A ſpruce Girl 
wheedle a Man for a whole Hour together, to get 
to buy a few Tgoth- pick. 13 
VER x Body departs from this City, with more 
tion about him than he came to it: By having 
ndred away part of your Wealth to others, you 
n to keep the reſt: The only Adyantage which 
ngers get in this enchanting City. 5 
aris, tke 10th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1714, e 
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88 Perſian Letters. 
/ 2 of 
LET T In LVH. 


Rica #0 Usbek, at * * * 


FT Was t'other Day in a Houſe where there wil 
J Circle of People of all Sorts: I found the wif 
Talk in the Poſſeiſion of two old Women, ho 
laboured in vain the whole Morning to make ti 
ſelves png gain. Aye, aye, ſays one of then 
Men of theſe Days are quite different from thou 
ſaw in our Youth, They were polite, — Þ 
.complaiſant; but the Rudeneſs of . theſe is intoleil 
Aye, every thing is changed for the worſe, cri 
man that ſeemed cripled with the Gout : Times aui 
now what they were forty Years ago: Every Wl 
then was healthy; they walk d about; they weren 
they loved nothing but laughing and dancing: 
all the World is unſufferably dull and heavy. 1 
ment afterwards, the Converſation fell upon Poli 
Zounds, ſays an old Lord, the State can't be ſaid 
to be governed at all: Shew me ſuch a Miniſter 
a- days as Monſieur Colbert: I was thoroughly 
quainted with that Monſieur Colbert; he was m 
ticular Friend; he always ordered my Penſion vi 
paid me, before any Body; What rare order the 
nances were in then. Every Body was eaſie; all 
how, Blood, I am ruined. Sir, then ſpoke up ali 
cleſiaſtic, you talk of the moſt miraculous D 
our invincible Monarch: Can any thing be more 
tious than what he did in thoſe Times to root out 
reſy? And do you reckon the Abolition of Duck 
nothing, ſaid another Man that had not ſpoke a Vl 
yet, with great Satisfaction? Mind that Rena 
whiſpers another in my Ear: That Man is cham 
with that Edict, and obſerves it fo region . 
about ſix Months ago he was eaneq for aboye hal K 
Hour, rather than infringe it. E 
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Perſian Letters. 89 
is my Opinion, bet, that we never judge of 
gs but with a private View to our ſelves. I am 
ſurprized that the Negroes ſhow'd paint the Devil 
the moſt glaring Whiteneſs, and their Gods as 
k as a Coal; that the Venus of ſome Nations 
d have Breaſts hanging down to her very Thighs ;- 
laſtly, - that all Idolaters have repreſented their 
is with a human Figure, and given them all their 

Inclinations, It has been ſaid with good Reaſon, 
if the Triangles were to make a God they wou'd 
him three Sides, | 

y dear Usbek, when I ſee Men that crawl upon a 
r Atom, the Earth, which is no mor than a 126 
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e Univerſe, ſet themſelves up directly for the Mo- 
of Providence, I know not how to reconcile 
h Extravagance with ſo much Infignificaney. 


daris, the 14th of the Moon | 
Saphar, 17 14. 8 
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LE * E R LVIII. 
Usbek 70 wben, at Smirna. 


THO U askeſt me if there are any Fews in France? 
Know, that wherever there is Money there are 
. Thou enquireſt what they do here? Juſt what 
y do in Perſia: Nothing can be more like a Few of 
a than a Jeu of Eurobe. 495 
L HEY teſtify among the Chriſtians, as well as a- 
ng us, an invincible Obſtinacy for their Religion, 
n to madneſs, oy Ps 
Tr Jewiſh Religion is an old Trunk which has 
dduced two Branches that have covered the whole 
th, I mean, . Chriſtianity and Mahometiſm: Or 


F 3: 1" _ 


5 


1 R - 
_ yay 0 TRIS * 8 
. 


©, rag 


— 


L ITT * . 
8 — —— =, ER — — es o 1 - _ 
* — — . — CCC. EST _ — — — 
l 
4 . i F PF" " » 7 > F þ N f 
£ 3 * 4 A n - a > 5 1 LO, Eo 8 2 : D - 1 N — 7 5 Is 4 ” = _ - the Fs * we * - — 
J N * 2 1 a> + . 8 1 2 5 ” 17 „ £78 Wo 0 — > * > 7 2 3 N "oy _ _ \ . 1 * ES a et FO |: — FR 
7 * p £ of® EO RATS we oy "* 34 J * 0 | F ; f - +4 <a; * Fas "= SAT 1 we, . "=o 2 
* F 4 4. 6.4 y wh Db” oy 2 . 1 N -. * _—_ d 20 C Wor... - - 8 R 4 U. — 
j — r * N by 2 d 7 OY" > 7 
TS ny TIN LAY 3 8 « 2 * : 
— 4 by 


"emi 1 va 
BULL 


— B 


r "Ow. 
3 OF; 


— 2 
r 
- = ol FL * u 
oA - - 


90 Perſian Letters. | 
rather it is a Mother that has brought forth two Dau 
ters who have ſtabb'd her with a thouſand Wo 
For in Point of Religion, the neareſt Relations are; 
reateſt Enemies. But as ill Uſage as ſhe has recem 
from them, ſhe nevertheleſs values herſelt much wif 
having produced them: She makes uſe of them H 
to take in the whole World, while ſne with her yu 
rable great Age takes in all Ages. 2 
THE Fews therefore look upon themſelves t E 
the Fountain of all Holineſs, and the FoundatindiM 
all Religion: On the contrary they take us to be HA 
ticks, that have altered the Law, or rather to be off 
bellious Jes. \ .2.: 
IF the Change had been made by ſlow Degrees tl 
think they might eaſily have been ſeduced: Butz 
was brought about at once and in a violent mami 
as they know the Day and Hour of both their Bin 
they deſpiſe us, becauſe aur Faith can be nmeaſureii l 
Ages, and ſtick cloſe to a Religion coeval vi 
World it ſelf, 790 _—_— 
FRE x neverenjoy'd ſuch a Calm in Europe as 
now live in. The Chriſtians begin to lay aſide ta 
untolerating Spirit, which uſed to govern them: 
Spaniards have found what they loſt by driving ti 
out, and the French by vexing of Chriſtians wil 
Belief - differed a little from that of the Prince. Til 
are now convinced that the Zeal for the Progreſs Wi 
Religion, is very different from the Deyotion ſhe E 
quires; and that ta love and obſerve her; there» 
manner of Neceſſity for hating and. perfecuting th 
who do not. 1 | Fi 
Ir were to be wiſhed our Muſſulmen wou'd rel: 
as ſeriouſly upon this Point as the Chriſtians, tha] 
might in good earneſt make Peace between Hail 
Abubeler, and leave God to decide which of . 
Holy Prophets is the greateſt : I wou'd have them 
noured by Ats of Veneration and Reſpect, and" 
by vain Preferences; our Buſineſs is to. ſtriye oi 
ſerve their Fayour, whateyer Place ls” T 
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Perſian Lettern. or 
ed them : Whether at his Right Hand, or beneath 
ootſtool of his Throne. - 


aris, the 18th of the. Moon 
Saphar 1714. 
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LETTER LIX. 
Usbek, 10 Rhedi, at Venice. 


VEN 'r tother Day into x famous Church, calld' 
otre Dame: While J was admiring this noble 
cure, I had an Opportunity of diſcourſing with a 

rrchman, who was drawn thither by Curioſity as” 
=! as my ſe f. Our Converſation fell upon the Eaſe. 
WE Quiet of his Profeſſion. Moſt People, ſaid he, 
Sy the Happineſs of our Condition; and they have- 
ee Reaſon: Yet it has its Inconveniencies: We 
not ſo ſeparated from the World, but that we are 
ea call'd into it upon a thouſand Occaſions, ani 
re our Part is very difficult to act: pcs 
_ i: People of the World are ſtrangely whimſi- 
hey can bear neither our Approbation nor our 
nfures: If we offer to correct them, we are ridi- 
ouſly impertinent: If we approve them, we act 
ow our Character: Nothing is ſo great? a Mortifi- 
oon, as to think one has given Scandal even to the- 
Ppious. We are therefore forced to obſerve an e- 
ivyocal Conduct, and to deal with the Libertines, not 
a poſitive Character, but by leaving them in an 
certainty hoy we reliſh their Diſcourſe: It requires 
great deal of Wit to do this: This State of Neutra- 
y is very hard to keep: The Men of the World who- 
nture at every Thing, who give way to all their 
ights, and according to their Succeſs drive them 
or drop them, ſucceed much better. 
nis is not all; that happy quiet State, ſo much 
| | 5 cried- 
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cried up, is not to be preſerved when we come n 
the World. We no ſooner . but they («ff 
upon diſputing: For Inſtance, they oblige us to pu 
the uſe of Prayer, to a Man that does not belicy WM 
God; the Neceſſity of Faſting, to another, that, 
all his Life denied the Immortality of the Soul: 1 
Undertaking is laborious, and the Laugh ſeldom 
of our ſide. Nay more, a certain ltch to draw oi 
over to our Opinions, torments us inceſſantly, aui 
in a Manner inſeparable from our Profeſſion. M 
I own, is as ridiculousas it wou'd be for a Euro 
fabour for the Honour of human Nature to wail 
Africans white. Wediſturb the State, and plague 
ſelves to propagate Articles of Religion that are 
fundamental; and we are ſomething like the 
queror of China, that drove his Subjects to a gen 
Revolt, by endeayouring to force them to cut (lll 
Hair, and pare their Nails. =—_ 
EVEN ourZeal to bring the People directly ], 
our Care, to perform the Duties of our Holy Re 
on, is often dangerous, and cannot be managed ui 
too much Caution. An Emperor, named 7 i 
put all. the Inhabitants. of a certain Town tot 
Sword, even the Women Ind Children: Aftern_hl 
offering to go into a Church, a Biſhop called Anil 
ſus ſhut the Gate upon him, as a ſacrilegious Wall 
derer; and in this he did a very Heroic Action. 
Emperor having afterwards done the Penance that an 
a Crime deſerved, and being admitted again into 
Church, went to ſeathimlelf among the Prieſts : Ta 
ſame Biſhop. turned him out, and in this played hl 
part of a Fanatic and a Fool: So true it is, that 
ought to be very diſtruſtful of our Zeal, What mu 
ter d it either to Religion or the State, whetherti 
Prince had, or had not been allowed a Seat among ny 
Prieſts? | | | 8 
Paris, iſt of the Moon. 
KRebiabi, 1714. 
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LETTER LX. 


Zelis to: Usbek, 47 Paris. 


*H Y Daughter having attaĩned her ſeventh Year,- 
I thought it Time to carry her into the inner A- 
rtments of the Seraglio, and not wait till ſne was 
WW Years old, before I gave her into the Keeping of 
black Eunuchs, We cannot too ſoon reſtrain a. 
ung Creature from the Liberties of Infancy, and 
ee her a holy Education within the - ſacred i Walls 
ere Modeſty has placed her Reſidence. 
ron I cannot be of the Mind of thoſe Mothers, 
o never lock their Daughters up, till they are juſt 
ay to give them a Husband; that rather condemn 
en to the Seraglio, than conſecrate them in it; 
king them by Violence embrace a- way of Life, 
ich they ought to have inſpired them with a Love of 
ole. Are we to expect every Thing from the 
ver of Reaſon, and nothing from the ſilent Pere - 
non of Habit? 8 
lr is in vai to talk to us of the Subordination 
ich Nature has placed us in: It is not enough to- 
kc us ſenſible of it, we ſhou'd be made to practiſe 
chat it may ſupport us in that critical Time, when 
1 Faſſions begin to- grow, and ſtir us up to Indepen - 
ice. 
Ir we were tied to you only by our Duty, we might 
etimes forget that; if by our Inclination, a ſtrong... 
night riſein us. But when the Laws give us to one 
n, they: forbid us all others, and put us as far out 
heir Reach, as if we were a hundred thoutand * 
Nees Diſtance from them. 5 | „ 
Nux, induſtrious in tlie, Favour of the Men, 
ss not ſatisfy'd with giving Defires to them; ſhe im- 
Wanted them in us too, that we might be animate In- 
ments of their Happineſs : She ſet us in the flame of 
e Pillions, that they might live eaſie: If they ever 
4 * come 
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are ſo many Proofs of thy dependance. 


own; and know I fear nothing but thy indifference g 


 phole Univerſe. 
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come out of their inſenſibility, ſhe has allotted u 


bring them into it again, tho we can never taſtei f = 
happy ſtate we place them in. | ul. 
E T, Usbek, do not imagine that thy ConditinM chi 
1 to mine: I have felt a thouſand Pleat 1 
ere, which thou haſt no Notion of: My Imaginaih 4 


bas continually labour'd to ſhew me the value of tha 
I have Hved, while thou haſt only languiſhed. IM 
In the very Priſon where thou haſt conſined me 
am more free than thou: Redouble thy Caution : 
have me watched, I ſhall yet enjoy thy Inquietu 
And thy Suſpicions, thy Jealouſie and thy Uneaſ ai 


Go on, my dear Label; have me watched Nig : ; 
and Day: Nay, do not confide in the ordinary pi 
cautions: Encreaſe my Happineſs, by ſecuring lll 


From the Serazlio of Iſpaha 0. . 
the 2d. of the Moon Rebiab. 


— — 7 n = * one | : fte 
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Rica 0 Usbek at * *- 


Flux thou intendeſt to ſpend thy whole Life nM 
1 the Country. I Was to have loſt thee but for troll 
or three Days, and here is a fortnight gone ſince Ii 
thee : *Tis true, thou art in a charming Houſe ; tb 
haſt Company ſuited to thy temper; thou reaſonelt nai 
eaſe: There needs no more to make thee forget 1: 


Fon my part, I lead much the ſame Life that 1 0 
when thou waſt here 2. Ilaunch forth into the Woh 
and endeavour to know it: My Mind loſes by degree 


all that was left in it of the Aſiatic, and beads cali 
2 | —_ =. | : vn 
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the European Manners. Tt does not appear ſo ſtrange | 
me now; to ſee five or {ix Women in the ſame ' 
ouſe with as many Men; and I begin to think it is no 
ch ill mixture. N 8 
lux ſay, I knew nothing at all of Woman till 
game hither: IL have ſeen more of their Nature here 
a Month, than I ſhou'd have done in thirty Years in 
8 ; Seraglio. f ; TH. 
uo ne us, all People's Characters are unifornt, 
ing all forced: We do not ſee them as they are, but 
chey are obliged to be: In that Slavery both of the 
eart and Mind, we hear nothing ſpeak but Fear, 
hich has but one Language; and not Nature, which 
epreſſes herſelf ſo many different ways, and appears 
der ſo many various ſhapes. 
= Diss:muLatION, and Art ſo neceſſary, and ſo muck 
aciſed among us, is here unknown: Every bert : 
= ſpoke out, heard, ſeen: The Heart appears as muc 
d view as the Face: In their Manners, in Virtue, nay - 
4a it ſelf, there is ſomething open and undiſgu- 
To pleaſe' the Women requires a certain Talent 
fferent from that which pleaſes them moſt : It con- 
ts in a kind of Trifling or Toying in the Mind, that 
nuſes them very agreeably, in that it ſeems to pro- 
iſe them every Moment, what cannot be perform'd 
et in too long intervals. | , hs 
ars Trifling,naturally made for the Toilets, feems * 
d have formed the general Character of the whole 
lation: They trifle at Council; they trifle at the head 
f their: Armies; they trifle with Ambaſſadors: No 
ofeſſion ſeems ridiculous, but in proportion to the 
pity it takes upon it: A Phyſician wou'd not be half 
go much laughed at, if his Habit were leſs doleful, and 
he did but kill his Patients after a Trifling Toying 
| \ 
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be Chief of the Black Eunuchs t0: Ude e 


| I An in a perplexity not to be def. cribed, moſtMayy : | 


reigns among thy Wives: Thy Eunuchs are divide - 


now nothing but an empty Title inthe Seraglio, Then 4 i 
| Is wt par” of thy Wives but what thinks her ſelt ab 


firſt ſold to a Maſter who had above twenty W ives «i 
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oy at Paris. I th 


ficent Lord: The Seraglio is in the moſt tern I 10 
Diſorder and Confuſion that can he imagined: vill 


Nothing. is to be heard but Complaints, Murmurs a 
Reproaches: My Remonſtrances are deſpiſed: e 
thing feems lawful in this time of Anarchy, and IA 


all the reſt by her Birth, her Beauty, her Wealth, lll 
Wit, or thy Love; and upon one of thoſe Titles i 
all the Reſpect: I at length begin to loſe that unvei 
ed Patience, with which yet I have not been able 
pleaſe them: My prudence, nay my Complaiſaa 
a virtue ſo rare and uncommon in the Poſt bold © 
been uleleſs. 5 5 
SRALIL I lay before thee, Magnificent Lord, HM 
occaſion of all theſe Diſorders? It is all in thy 
Heart, and in thy tenderneſs towards them. If tl 
did not withhold my Hand: If inſtead of Remo 
ftrances thou gaveſt me the Power of Chaſtiſemen 
It inſtead of being ſoften'd with their Complain 
and Tears, thou wou dſt but ſend them to weep bei 
me who am never ſoftened, I ſhow'd. quickly faſlol 
them to the Yoke they are to bear, and ſoon br 
their proud independant humours. 5 
EIN G taken away at fifteen Years of Age {ron 
e moſt remote parts of Africa, my Country, 1 nl 


L 
Concubines. Judging, by mz gravity and taciturniſ 
that I was fit for the Seraglio, he commanded tai 
ſhou'd be OY {oz andTunderwent ane 

e , perateſſſ 


* 
80 
5 
„ 
el 


Perſian Zetters. E 
ration painful at firſt, but happy for me in the end, 
i — me to the Ear and Confidence _ 
aers. I was introduced into the Seraglio, which 
s quite a new World to me: The Chief Eunuch 
o was the ſevereſt in my Life ever ſaw, governed 
th an abſolute ſway. Not a Word was ever heard 
Strifes and Quarrels: A profound Silence reigned 


actly at a certain Hour all the Year round: They 
tered the Baths one aſter another, and came out at 
leaſt Signal that we gave them: At all other times 
y were generally ſhut. up in their Chambers. He 
done Rule, which was to keep them wonderfully 
at, and it is impoſſible to expreſs his nicety and care 
this particular: The leaſt retuſal of Obedience was- 


Waſhed without Mercy. 'Tis-true, he wou'd tay,.. 
Tm a Slave, but'tisto a Man who is your Maſter as 


ell as mine: 1 only make uſe of the Power he has 

een me over you? It is he thatpunifhes you, and 

t 1: Lonly lend my Hand Thoſe Women never 

ter d my Maſter's Apartment without they were cal- 

d: They received that Favour with Joy, and were 

cluded from it without murmuring: In ſhort; I who 
gs che meaneſt ot the Blacks in that peaceful Seraglio, 


| f Wine, where I bear the chief Command. 5 
As ſoon as ever this great Eunuch found out my 


Character of me; as a Man capable of purſuing his 
hemes, and ſucceeding him in the Poſt he enjoyed: 
e did not mind my great Youth ; he thought my ear- 
eit Attention to his Example wou'd ſerve me inſtead 


onfidence, that he made no ſcrupleto intruſt me with 
ee Keys of thoſe tremendous Places which he had ſo- 
ng guarded, Twas under this great Maſter that E 
aint the difficult Art of Ruling, and formed my ſelf 
the Maxims of an inflexible Government: 1 ſtudied 
e Hearts of Women under his tuition: He taught 


toughout: All thoſe Women went to Bed, and roſe, 


as a thouſand. times more reſpected than I am in 


enius, he had his Eye upon me; he gave my Maſter 


f Experience, To make ſhort;l grew ſo faſt into his 
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brought them back _—_— by degrees, and made. 4 


ſee himin thoſe Moments, when they were drive 
the very Point of Deſpair, between Prayers andi 


preference was always the Reward of ſome Secret] 


| lary to good Order that he ſhon'd have this privilege 
A 


beyed. One Week ſhall reſtore Order out of all Wl 


From the Seraglio of Iſpa- - 


me to make advantage of their Weakneſſes, and Mi 
to be ſhaken by their Airs of haughtineſs. He ii 
took Delight in ſeeing me exerciſe them, and di 
them to the utmoſt Verge of Obedience; he H TL 


ſeem to give way my ſelf. But it was worth Wan 


proaches; he bore their Tears without the leaſt oi 
cern. This, he wou'd ſay with an Air of fatisfadiulif 


s the true way of governing Women: Their Nun % 
never gives me the leaſt perplexity : I cou'd mme; 


all thoſe of our Mighty Monarch with the, ſame ei 
How can a Man hope to captivate their Hearts, it 
faithful Eunuchs have not firſt ſubdued their Minds 


—u'c 
H x had not only a firm Reſolution, but alſo ag "ot 
deal of penetration: He read their very Thou 


and ſaw thro? all their Diſſimulations: Their ſtuui av 
Looks and fictitious Countenances never impoſed u 
him: He knew all their moſt private Actions, ui 
their moſt ſecret Words: He made uſe of ſome to 
tray others, and took pleaſure in rewarding the H 
diſcovery. As they never prefuined to come n 
their Husband, but when they were ſummon'd; tl 
Eunuch call'd juſt which he pleaſed, and directed will 
Maſter's choice according to his own views; and 


veabd: He had convinced his Maſter that it was nec 


weight to his authority. This was the method 
Government, magnificent Lord, in a Seraglio wid 
I believe was the beſt regulated of any in Perſia. al 
UnrTyY my Hands: Allow me to make my ſelt on 


Confuſion 2 It is no more than what thy Glory requires : | 


as 


han, the 9th, of the - 2 
. Moen Rebiab 1, 1714, * 1 
. £08 
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L.x TTR LXIIII 


Jsbek, to his Moves at the Seraglio at 
Iſpaban. 


* 


ran that the Seraglio is all in Confuſion, and“ 
chat it is filled with civil Broils and Diviſions. What 
l recommend to you at my Departure but Peace 
| good Underſtanding ? You promiſed me obedi- 
e; was it with intent to deceive me? BY 
I 7 is you that wou'd be deceived, if I were mind- 
co follow the advice of the Chief Eunuch, or if L 
od uſe my Authority to compel you to live accor- 
g to my Exhortations. | | 
I'x Nn o w not how'to uſe thoſe violent Methods till 
ave tried all others: Do therefore for your own* 
es, What you wou d not do for mine. E 
HE Chief Eunuch has great reaſon to eomplain: 
ſays you have no manner of regard to him; How 
n you reconcile this behaviour with the Modeſty of 
ur Condition? Has not he the Care of your Virtue, 
my abſence? ls he not the derer of 
aſure ? But the Contempt you ſhew him is a cer- 
a proof that thoſe who are employ'd to keep you 
dia the bounds of Honour, are troubleſome and 
taſteful to you. ban e > ne 
ALTER your Conduct, I deſire you; that I may 
other time reje& the Propoſals made to me, con- 
ry to your Liberty and Eaſe, N 
ox 1 wou'd willingly make you forget that I am 
| — oa and remember me only as your Huſ- 
n A e | 


Paris, the 5th, of ehe Moon 
Chabban, 1714. 
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BETTER LXIV. 


Rica o * * * 


AEN here apply themſelyes very cloſe to i 
Sciences ; but I know not whether they are vill I 
Learned. He that doubts every thing as a Philoſogfillh 
daresdeny nothing as a Theologiſt :-This-contradih 
ry Man is always well ſatisfy'd with himſelf, provid 
you agree about qualities. | : 
THE predominant Paſſion or rather Fury of ni 
of the French is to be thought Wits; and the predoufl 
nant Paſſion of thoſe who would be thought Wis Wir 
to write Books. 5 x | 
A p yet there is nothing ſo-ill contrived : Nu 
ſeems wiſely to have provided that the Follies of A 
ſhou'd paſs A009 but Books perpetuate them. 
Fool ought to be ſatisfy'd with having tea'z'd thoſe N 
liv'd at the ſame time with him: But he is for ga 
farther, and is reſolved to plague the- Ages to come 
He is reſoly'd to make his Impertinence triumphorMil 
Oblivion, which he might have enjoy das well as ul 
Grave: He will have Poſterity know that ſuch a0 
liv'd, and all future Generations be inform'd that in 
was a Fool. 11 | „ S147 = 
Ox all Authors, there is none I deſpiſe more th 
the. Compilers, who forage far and wide for Stu 
of. other's Men's Works, which they piece into tbeſ 
own, like ſo many dabs of green Turf in a Flow 
garden: They are not awhit-fuperior to thoſe ui 
work in a Printing-houſe, who diſtribute the Chari" 
ters, which being put together make a Book, towauiil 
which the furnilh'd nothing but manual Labour. 
am for having Original Authors reverenc'd : and, 1 
my Judgment, *tisa ſort of prophanation to drag %ne 
it were out of their Sanctuary pieces of their Work 
and expoſe them to a Contempt which they _ L.. 


\ 


= 


_— 
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Fra Man has nothing: new to ſay, why don't he 

d his Tongue? What have we to do with theſe 
ble Imployments, that is, reading the ſame Thing 
Nee: but 1 will give a new Order. You are an in- 

ious Man :. That is tg lay, you come into my Li- 

ary and put undermoſt the Books that were a- top, 
d uppermoſt thoſe that were at the Bottom: Your 
Wformance is a Maſter- piece. | 123 

W write to thee upon this Subject, becauſe I am out 
all Patience with a Book I have juſt putaway, which 

o Voluminous, that it ſeems to contain the whole 
cle of Sciences; but has ſplit my Brain, without: 

ching me any Thing. Adieu. 127 


ars, the 17th of the Moon. N 
Chaban, 1714. 


Lr R LXV. 
Ibben #0 Usbek, at Paris. 


Fg 


H RAE E Ships are arriv'd here without bringing 
me any manner of News of thee. Art thou 
Wc, or doſt thou take Delight in making me uneaſy ?* 
BS: thou loveſt me not in a Country where. thou 
Wt no Tyes, what wouldſt thou do in x middle. of 
7a, and in the Boſom of thy Family ! But perhaps 
eceive my ſelf: Thouart too amiable not to find 
ends where- ever thou goeſt: The Heart is an Alien 
d where > It. is free ot all Cities: How can a well 
pos d Mind avoid forming Engagements? I confeſs 
bee, Ireverence Friendſhips that are of an ancient 
* nding; butyl am not-difpleas'd with contracting 
1 A laces. . e 
WnuarzvEA Country I happen to be in, I have 
| das it I had been to A s there: T have 
id the ſame fondneſs. for virtuous Peoples the ſame- 
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ros Perſian Letters. 


Compaſſion, or rather Tenderneſs, for the unſou 
nate; the ſame eſteem for thoſe whom Proſperity our N 
not ſpoiPd: This is my Humour, Usbek; where-cf 
I'meet Men, I ſhall find Friends. | ; 


A 5 N, r | . ; anc whic 
"THERE is here a certain Guebre, who, I think dy fol 
next tothee, 3 firſt Place of my Heart: MMI k 
is Probity it ſelf: Some private Reafons have obiefnſeqr 


him to retire to this City, where he lives an eaſy led! 
upon the Grains of an honeſt Traffick, together vi innk 
is Wife whom he loves. The whole courſe of 
Life is remarkable for generous Actions: and th 
ſeeks tobe obſcure, there is more of Heroiſm in Nlatio 
Soul, than in that of the'greateſt Monarchs. ilhne 
Lhave often talk'd to him concerning thee; 1 HSH 
him all thy Letters: Iobſerve he. is pleas'd with then 
and I already perceive thou haſt a Friend thati; Heere 
known to thee. 55 85 _— 
UNDERNEATH thou wilt find his principal Al 
ventures: Tho*he was loth to write them; he co me. 
not refuſe them to my Friendſhip, and I commit the © 1 
to thine, ' Tm_ Fg = 


HISTORY of Arn=zz 108 apr! 
323 AS TAR F RE - 


— 
\ 


Was born among te Guebres, of 2 Rein ” 1 
which is perhaps the oldeſt in the World. IVI 
unhappy to be ſtnitten with Love, before | was "ll 


du d with Reaſon. . I was hardly fix Years old weben WY Ip 
eonld not live without: my Siſter: My Eyes were ir 
Ways fix d on cher * and if ſhe left me but a Momen mi 
the. was ſure to find them drown'd in Te 
vrhen ſhe came back: Each Hour added no leſsto * 2: yo 
incteaſe of my Love than to my Ager My Fa ur 
| Turpriz'd at ſo ſtrong a Sympathy, would gladly * Neo 
matry' dus, according to the ancient Cuſtom „ J 
Guebres,.introduc'd by Gambyſes; But the tear of d 
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»metans, under whole Yoke we live, hinders thoſe 
ur Nation from thinking of theſe holy Alliances, 
ich our Religion not only Permits but Commands; 


W which are ſuch natural Images of the Union al-. : 


dy form'd by Nature. B „ 
y Father thus finding it wou'd be of darfgerous. 
Wnſequence to follow my Inclination and his own, 
ud to extinguiſh a Flame which he thought but juſt 
inn'ng, but which was already at its utmoſt period: 
feign d a Voyage, and took me along with him 3. 
ring my Siſter in the Hands ot one of his female 
Wlations; for my Mother had been dead two Tears. 
ill not now tell thee the Diſtraction I was in upon 
bparting: I embrac'd my Siſter, who was drown' d. 
| 1 ſhed none; for Grief had made me as. 
rere inſenſenſible; We arriv'd at. Teſis; and my 
ther, after he had committed my Education. to 
e of our Relations, left me there and return'd. 
dme. | | | 
WS 0M time afterwards I underſtood, that, by the: 
Wereſt of a Friend of his, he had got my Siſter into. 
W King's Beiram, to wait upon a Sultana : Had I: 
Ward the News of her Death, I could not have been 


4a 


a. Mahometan; and ſhe could no longer look 
on me without Horror, according to the prejudice 
chat Religion. Mean while not being able to live 
ger at Teſflis, weary of Life and hateful to my ſelf, 
eturn'd to Iſbahan. My firſt Words were bitter to 
W Father: Lupbraided him with putting his Daugh- 


oa Flace where none can enter without changing 
ir Religion. You have brought down. upon your 


n that illuminates you: You have done worſe than 
you had ſtain'd the Elements; for you have ſtain'd 


| or Daughter's Soul, which is no leſs pure: I ſhall 


of Grief and Love: But may my Death be your 
Puniſhment / Upon:theſe Words Iwent forth'; 


for two Years I paſt my Lite in looking on the 
| | | f Walls 


- 


N 


Pre ſtruck: For beſides my Deſpair of. ever ſeeing, 
8 again; her Entrance into the Beiram had — | 


milly, ſays Lto him, the Wrath of God, and of the 
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Port l to her: The Eunuch, the moſt jealou i 


to do, when he ſaw I ſpoke to my Siſter in a Lang 


. 


ſ 


Walls of the Beiram, and conſidering the Place wie 
my Siſter might be; expoſing myſelf every Mini: 
be murder'd by the Eunuchs who keep guard abi 
thoſe awful Places. 3 
A x length my Fatherdy'd; and the Sultana will 
my Siſter Level, ſeeing her every Day en create 
Beauty, became jealous of her, and married her 
an Eunuch, who was paſſionately deſirous of her 
this Means my Siſter got quit of the Seraglio, ui 
with her Eunuch took a Houſe at I/þahan. 2 
Ir was upwards of three Months, before I 
Mortals; finding ſome Excuſe or other to put mei 
from Day to Day. At length l was admitted into his 
ram, and he cauſed me to ſpeak to her thorowihlic 
ted Window: the Eyes of a Linx cou'd not H 
{covered her thro' ſo many Habits and Veils as il 
had on, and I knew her again by nothing but ii 
Sound of her Voice. What was my Emotion, . 
Iſaw my ſelf at once ſo near her, and ſo far of: 
ut a reſtraint upon my ſelf; for I was watch'd, 
r her, I thought ſhe drop'd ſome Tears. Her Hol 
band went about to make ſome pitiful Excuſes, bu 
treated him as the vileſt of Slaves. He knew not wil 


which wasunknown to him; it was the ancient Pei 


which is our ſacred Language. How, Silter, ſays lb 
her, is it then true that you have quitted the Relig < 
of your Forefathers? I know that when you ente! 
into the Beiram you cou d not but make Profeſſion e! 
Mahometiſmr:-But tell mes cowd your Heart conſid t 
like your Mouth, to forſake a Religion which pemi bie 
me to love you? And-for whom, pray, do you-W2: 
that Religion, which oughtto be fo dear to us! fue! 
Wretch {till mark'd with the Chains he us'd to van? 
who, were he Man, would be the laſt of Men? pars 
ther, ſaid ſhe, the Man you ſpeak of is my Husbanl ate 
Fmuſt honour him, as worthleſs as he appears to oi — 


and. L. ſhall be the laſt of Women, i. % 


F rr 10er 


. ays I to her, you are a Guebre.: He neither is noe 
be your Husband: Were you atrue Believer, like 
ir Forcfathers, you wou'd look upon him as a Mon- 
Ss. Alas, ſaid ſhe, at how great a Diſtance does 
BE: Religion diſcover itſelf to me: I ſca:ce knew the 
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ecepts of it, when I was. oblig'd to forget them. 

pu ſee the Language I ſpeak to you in is no longer fa- 
lar to me, and that I have all the Difficulty in the 
orld to expreſs myſelf : But be aflur'd the Remem- 
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ance of our Childhood ſtill pleaſes me; that ever 
el have bad nothing but counterfeit Joys; that 
(day bas paft but I have thought on you; that you 
da greater Hand in my Marriage than you think for; 
d that the only Thing that determined me to it was 
hope of ſeeing you again: But I tremble to think 
u much further Pain that Day will give me, which 
1 nene ſo much! I ſee you are quite be- 
e your ſelt.; my Husband foams with Rage and 
acuſy; 1 ſhall never ſee you again; doubtleſs, I 
Weak to you for the laſt time of my Life: In which 
te, Brother, it would be of no long Continuance. 
ere ſne melted into Tears; and finding it impoſſible 
proceed, ſhe left me, the moſt afflicted Man that 
er was. 1 
THREE or four Days after, I ask d to ſee my Si- 

r : The barbarous Eunuch would have hinder'd mez 
beſides that theſe ſorts of Husbands have not the 
me Authority over their Wives as others have; he 

as ſo diſtractedly fond of my Siſter, that he could re- 

le her nothing. I ſaw her again in the ſame Place, 

d the ſame Equipage, accompany'd by two Slaves 
lich made me haye Recourſe to our peculiar Lan- 
ge. Siſter, ſaid:I to her, how comes it that I can't 

e you, without finding my ſelf in ſuch a Scitua- 
dn? theſe Walls that  incloſe you, theſe Bolts and 
Wars and Iron Grates, theſe horrible Guardians that 
Watch you, make me almoſt mad? How have you 
WP! the ſweer Liberty that your Anceſtors  enjoy'd? 
our Mother who was ſo chaſte, gave her Husband 
other Surety for her Virtue, than that Virtue it ſelts * 


| _ 
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They both liv'd happy in a mutual Confidence off 
other: And the ſimplicity of their Ways was to HN 
a Treaſure a thouſand Times more precious than H 
falſe Splendor which you ſeem: to enjoy in this ſun 
ous Houle, In loſing your Religion you have loſt y 
Liberty, your Happineſs, and that precious Equal 
which is the honour of your Sex, But what is 
worſe, Fol are no Woman, for you cannot be 


but the Slave of a Slave, who has been degraded h No ſ 
Humanity. Brother, ſaid ſhe, fpeak with reſpect of : 
Husband, and the Religion T have embrac'd accomĩĩ r R 
te whichReligion it is a Crime in me to hear you ſpei ang 
much more tò ſpeak to you. How, "Siſter, ſaid 1 let 
her paſſionately, do you think this Religion air 
be a true one! Ah! ſaid'ſhe, ſighing, how welld ret 
It be for me were it not! I make too great a Sacrifice W 
it, not to believe it to be true; and if my Sem Lif 
—— Here ſhe was ſilent. Yes, Siſter, your Scruph 4B 
whatever they be, are well grounded. What can s 
expect from — — which makes you miei ln 
in this Woyld, and leaves you no hope in the ot e y 
Conſider ours is the ancienteſt in the whole World, "i 
has always flouriſh'd in Perſia; it took Beginning]. 
that Empire, whoſe Origin is beyond Knowledge: . 
was Chance alone that introduc'd Mahometiſm: M '© 
Sect was eſtabliſh'd not by the Means of Perſwaidfſ"4s 
but by the Sword: Were but our natural Princes 0” " 
abled, you would again ſee the Worſhip of the r 
cient Magipredominate. Look back to thoſe rene 
Ages, and you will find it all Magiſm; nothing of H 
Ma homeran Sect; which thouſands of Years ate d 
wards was nat ſo much as dreamt of. But, ſaid n! 
tho*myReligion were of a more modern Date e 
yours, it is atleaſt of a purer Kind, ſince we n 
ſhip God alone; whereas you likewiſe worſhip al 
Sun, the 4 even the Elements. 1 find, sie 
the Muſulman'shave taught you to aſperſe ourHolyhaul aſt 
gion; we neither worſhip the Stars nor the Element " 
neither did our Forefathers ever worſhip them; nora — 


they ever erect Temples to the m, or offer Sarl 2 
8 Es JJ 


Perſian Letters. 107 = 
n: they only paid them a Sort of religious Reve-: 
| - b Heya works of the Creator, 35 the Ma- 
W-{ ations of the Deity. But, Siſter, I beſeech you, 
he Name of God, who enlightens us, accept of 
> ſacred Book; *tis the Book.of our Legiſlator Zo- 
er: Read ĩt without Prejudice: Admit into your 
art the Rays of Light which will ſhine upon you in 
reading bf fi Call to mind your Forefathers, 
o ſo long honoured the Sun in the Holy City of 
: Laſtly, bear me in mind, me who expect nei - 
rRepofe, Happineſs, nor Life, but from your 
ange. Here, in tlie urmoſt Diſarder, 1 quitted her 
left her by her (elf, to decide the moſt important 
air I could have in Life, | 
return'd again two Days afterwards; I ſpoke not 
Word to her.; I ſilently waited the Sentence either 
Life or Death. You are beloy'd, Brother, ſays ſhe, 
| by a Guebre: I have had a terrible Conflict! But 
ds | What Difficulties does Love remove! how eaſy 
now! how reliev'd? 1 now fear nothing but to 
e you too much; I can * no Bounds to my Love: 
it is a lawful exceſs, © Ah, how well does this ſuit. 
Scituation of my Heart! But you who have found 
ay to break the Chains which my Mind had forg'd 
elf; when will you break thoſe that tye up my 
nds? From this Moment I am yours; let me ſee by. 
r readineſs in accepting me, how much you value 
Preſent I make you. Brother, I believe I ſhall die 
four Arms the firſt Moment I have you in mine, It 
e impoſſible fully to ex preſs the Joy I felt at theſe 
d Words : I did Fever and ackunſiy fa my ſelf 
In Inſtant the happieft of all Men: I faw upon the 
ge of Accompliſhment, all the Wiſhes I had been 
ming for five and twenty Tears; I {aw vaniſhing a- 
ache Uneafinefſes which bad render'd Life ſa 
far to me: But after I had alittle dwelt po theſe 
ing ideas, I found J was not fo heat mythappineſs 
Wat firſt; fancy'd; *even'-tho*T had ſurmounted th 
atelt Obgacle of all. The vigilance of her Keepers 
de de lurpriz d; I durſt not truſt any Body with 
8 0 8 the 
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the Secret of my Life. She and I were to do the © 
Work: If Lmiſcarty'd, ] ran the Hazard of bi 190 
impaled; but I thought impaling a Trifle to miſcui uin, 
ing. We agreed that ſhe ſhou d ſend to me fora M 0 
her Father had left her, into which I was to comet 
File to cut the Bars of the Window that look d int 4 
Street, as likewiſe a Ropedagder after which | i; {; 
to forbear viſiting her, but ſhould go every Nig h 
der her Window, to wait till ſhe could get her Dns 
in Execution. Fifteen whole Nights I ſpent vi mc 
ſeeing any Soul, becauſe no favdurable Oppomm rn 
had offer'd it ſelf. The Sixteenth I heard a 8 co f 
Work: Now and then the Sound: ceas'd, and in 2 
Interyals my Fears were inexpreſſible. At laſt Ire 
her faſten tne Rope; by which ſhe flid down in] +; 
Arms: I was ſo tranſported, that I thought a0, 
Dapper s I remain'd a conſiderable time withou ion 
ring from the Place: I led her out of tlie City, M ow 
Thad a Horſe ready for her: I plac'd her behind mein 
made my veſt of my way ourvf aplace that mig &u 
been ſo fatal to us. We arriv d hefore Day at a H, 
of a Guebre, in a Deſart Place, where he liy'd by nd. 
felf in a frugal Manner by the labour of his Hu in 
We did not think fit to tarry here, and by his Ane 
we enter' d into a thick Foreſt, where we took h nt, 
e in the hollow of an old Oak Tree, til ar 
time as the Noiſe of our Eſcape was at an end,. mt 
lived unſeen in this by Place, inceſſantly repay Sit 
out Vows of Love:to each other: till we cou'd i ert 
Opportunity to he married by ſome Guebri Priell, her 
cording to the Ceremonies. preſcribed by our WE P: 
Books. Siſter, ſaid I to her, how holy is this Uno 
ours; Nature bas join'd our Souls; and ourholyilWiap 
will oon do as much by our Hands. At length cane e1 
Prieſt to put an end to our amorous Impatience: mc 
perform'd, in the Houſe of a Peaſant, all the rs 
monies of Marriage: He gave us his Benedia the 
and a thouſand times wiſht us the ſame Vigour 2 12 
{ 


|| arwardsleft Perſia for our own Security, and KP 
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G gi. There we liv'd a Year, every Day more 
more delighted with each others But my Purſe be- 
ning to fail me, and being more apprehenſive of 
tfor my Siſter's ſake, than my own; 1 quit ted 
to go and look out for ſome Relief of our Relations. 
er was ſo tender a Parting: But my] ourney was not 
| fruitleſs but fatal? For 6nding on the one Hand 
whole Eſtate confiſcated; and on the other my Re- 
dns in a manner unable to relieve me: T obtain? 
more Money than to defray the Charges of my 
irn. But how ſhall 1 deſcribe the Affliction I was in; 
to find my Siſter! Some Days before my Arrival, the 
Tartars had made an Incurſion into the Town 
re ſhe was, and finding her beautiful, carry'd her 

and ſold her to ſome | to that were going into 
key ; they left behind them only one little Girl, 
pm ſhe bad brought me ſome Months before. I 


PTY... 


mn the Place: My Prayers, my Tears were in- 
Qual : They ask d me thirty Tomans for her Ran- 
, and reſoly'd not to abate the leaſt of their De- 
nd. After 1 had apply'd my ſelf to every Body, 
im plox'd the Protection both of Turkiſh and. Chri- 


int, to whom I ſold my Daughter and my ſelf for 
and thirty Tomans: Iwent to the Jews and gave 
m thirty Tomans, and the other five I carry'd to 
Siſter whom I had not yet ſeen. You are now at 
erty, Siſter, Iſays I to her, and I may embrace you; 
here I have brought you five Tomans: I am ſorry 

Purchaſe of me could fetch me no more Money. 
W! have yeu ſold your ſelf? Yes, ſays I toher, 


7 SE EI ba 


e N before, but you muſt ſtill labour to make 
more 


Ve both diffoly'd into Tears, and had not power 
2 -ak. After this I went to wait upon my Maſter, 


3 : k - 4 
* 


ow'd thoſe Jews, and overtook them three Leagues 


n Prieſts; I addreſsd my ſelf to an Armenian Mer- 


happy Man, what haſt thou done! Was H not miſer- 


ſo? Your Liberty was my Conſolation, and 
ir Slayery will now bring me to my Grave. Ah ** 
ther, how cruel is you Love! But where is my 
ughter, that I ſee her not: I have ſold her too, ſays 


r 


rte Perſian Letters. | 
and my Siſter was there almoſt as ſoon as I. Se 
on her Knees. I come to ask of you Slavery, 3 
thers do Liberty: Take me I ſhall fetch you m 
Money than my Husband did, Upon which fol 
ſuch a Conflict as forc'd Tears even from my Mad 
Alas, your Man, ſaid ſhe, didſt thou think I cou'd of 
cept of my Liberty at the Expence of thine ? Sir, H 
hold here two W retches that muſt dye, if you part ii 
1 am your Slave, I make my ſelf, over to you as lf 
Property; pay me; perhaps the Money, together if 
my Services, may one Day obtain from you what l 
not preſume to ask of you; it is your Intereſt nu 
part us, and depegd upon ĩt, that his Life is at my 
poſal, The Armenian was a good-natur'd Man, a 
was moy'd at our Misfortunes : Serve me both of 
with Fidelity and Zeal, and in a Year you ſhall ly 
your Liberty: I ſee you both deſerve a better Fate: 
when you are free, you are as happy as you deli 
to be; if Fortune ſnould ſmile on you, I am cena 
you will make me amends for the loſs I ſhall ſul 
We both embraced his Knees, and follow'd him ini 
Voyage. We aſſiſted each other in the Labounai 
Serviude, and I was always overjoy'd to perform ii 
Tasks that were allotted to my Siſter. 
Ar length the Year was up: Our Maſter wu 
good as his Word, and ſet us at Liberty e ret 
ed to Teſſlis, where I found an old Friend of my il 
ther's, who praiſed Phyſi ck in that Place. He lentil 
ſome Money, which I laid out in Merchandiſe, 
fell into a way of Trade. Some Affairs afteryußg 
called me hither to Smirxa, where I ſettled, and H 
lived fix Years,enjoying the moſt agreeable and chun 
ing Society in the World: Love and Union reign 
mp Family, and I wou'd ee, my Condit i 
be the greateſt King in the Univerſe. I was ſo h 
as to meet once more with that Armenian Merchaill 


whom Iowe'my all,and have done him very gn 

vices. | | . She *H | ; =, 

Smirna. 27th. of the Moon | .-=- 
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WEN T t'other Day to dine wich a Man of the 
long Robe, who had often invited me, After we 
aalk'd over a great many Things, ſays I to him; 
Nur Trade ſeems to me to be a very laviſh one, Sir. 
t lo ſlaviſh as you think, for anſwered he, as we 
nage it, it is only an Amuſement. How do you 
an? 1s not your Head always filld with other Men's 
ſneſs? are you not continually taken up with Things 
t don't in the leaſt concern ye? Things that cause 
Concern in us, you mean, cry'd he: and this is the 
on whyit is nöt ſo fatiguing à rade as you thought. 
Was. Finding him take the Thing in ſo eaſy a man- 
I proceeded : Sir, ſays Ito him, I have not yet 
n your Study: I don't know how you ſhou'd, ſays 
for I have never a one. To raile Money to buy 
office I ſold my Library; and the Bookſeller, 
Wo had it left me nothing bit my Book of Accompts: 
r am Hat all ſorry 1 parted with the others: We 
ges puff not our ſelves up with vain Knowledge: 
it have we te do with ſo many Volumes of the 
V? almoſt all Caſes are Hypothetical, and aut of 
general Rule. But Sir, ſays 1 to him, is not 
iſe, t occaſion'd by your turning them out of the 
ervueral Role? for in ſhort, why are there ſuch' 
nd H ings as Laws in any Nation, it they are not apply*d?: 
chu how can they be apply'd, if they are not known? 
reine you but eee. with the Courts of Judicature, 
dition lies the Magiſtrate, you wou d not talk as you dou 
6 wi fave our living Books, the Counſellors: They 
chan rk for us, and take upon themſelves to inſtruct us. 
god d don't they likewiſe take upon themſelves to des” 
_— _ too, reply'd I? you wou'd do well to guard 
att their Ambufcades; they have Arms with which | 
yattack your Equity, and it is fit you ſhou'd have 
"WS ome 


* 


or ima; ining, and loaded the Idea of the Deity vi 


| 5 without de roying one another. 


deſſes. It a Man from hence ſhou'd conclude that ; 
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ſome to defend itz: You ought not to go into the thi 


of a Battle qpen-breaſted, among men that are ay 
up to the Chi | | . 
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Paris, 1/t of the Moon: 


. Chahban, 1714. , 
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Lara LxvVi, Mf 
Usbek 10 Rhedi, at Venice, 


d& 

OUD*'ST thou ever have imagined, I ſhaf 5 
AJ grow a greater Metaphylician than I uſed to ili 
yet lo has it happened; and thou wilt be conyincui 
it, when thou haſt undergone this Inundation ot 
Philoſophy. xp. 0 © 
THz wiſeſt Philoſophers that have , meditated viii 


the nature of God, have concluded him to be a Bru 
infinitely perfect; but they have abuſed this Notion 
him moſt wretchedly z they have muſtered up all ln 
various Perfections that Man is capable of pollen 


e 


them all: Without conſidering that thoſe Ideas are 
ten contrary, and cannot ſubfiſt in the ſame Feria 


Tu Poets of the Weſt, ſay, that an ancient Ba 
ter intending to draw the Goddeſs of Beauty, go: 
gether all the fineſt Grecian Women, and. took iro 
each her particular Charm, of which he compoſed . 
Picture that reſembled the moſt lovely of all the 6 


muſt therefore be Fair and Brown, her Eyes Grey 
Black, and tbat he was both Tender and Haughty ; 
wou d be thought very ridiculous. | 

God may want a Perfection, that wou'd caule ll 
him a greater Imperfection: But he is never img 
by any but himſelf; he is his own Neceſſity: Thun 
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aud is All-powerful, yet he cannot violate hisPromiſes, 


rdeceive Mankind. Very often tov this Inability” 
es not lie in him, but in relative Things, and that is 
Aeaſon he cannot change their Eſſences. 
so that there is no need to wonder ſome of our 
Wtors ſhou'd have preſumed to deny the infinite Pre- 
- ence of. God, upon this Foundation, that it was in- 
npatible with bis Juſtice, | g 
4s daring as this Notion may ſeem, Metaphyſics 
our it wonderfully, According to the Principles of 
Wt, it is impoſſible for God to foreſee ſuch Things as 
pend upon the determination of free Agents; 
cauſe that which never happened, does, not exiſt, 
conſequently cannot be known: For Nothing, 
ving no Properties, cannot be perceiv'd: God can- 
read in a Will which is not in being, nor ſee in the 
Su a- Thing which doſt not exiſt in her: For till ſne 
Ws taken her determivation, the Action which ihe 
etermined upon is not in her. 


T Xx Soul is the Author of her own Determina- 
tionen: but there are ſome Occaſions in which ſhe is ſo 
ccolute that ſhe Knows not which way to determine. 
netimes ſhe does it, merely to make uſe of her Li- 
ey; ſo that God cannot ſee this Determination be- 
are re- hand, neither in thei Act ion of the Soul, nor in 
e Actions of the Objects upon her. IM 
How ſhould God forefee Things that depend upon 
e Determination of free Agents He |cou'dforeſee” 


got cm but two ways: By Conjecture; which in the 
k fury Terms is a Contradiction to infinite Preſcience: 
poſed elſe he muſt foreſee themag neceſſary Effects infal- 
1c h attending a certain Cauſe which muſt infallibly 
tba oduce them, which is yet. more Contradictory: For 
ej e Soul muſt be free by the very Suppoſition ; and yet 


N d the Fa&ſhe wou'd be no more ſo, than one Billiard 
Wall is free to lie ſtill when ſtruck by another. 


ſt according to his own Will, be knows every Thing 


a 6 


Yz T. da not imagine I wou'd ſet Bounds to the 
nowledge of God. As he makes his Creatures a&: 


at he thinks fit to know, but tho it is in his * te 
| - | . .: 
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{ee every Thing, yet he does not always make ul 
that Power: He generally leaves the Creature at lde 
ty to act or not to act, that it may have room 
guilty or innocent. It is in this View that he reno 
ces his Right of actin upon her and directing her 
ſolution: But when he is minded to know any Th 
e always does know it; becauſe he need onlyy A 
that it ſhall happen as he ſees it, and direct the Rei 
tion ot his Creature according to his Will. Thu "of 
ſettles the Things which afl happen among tl 
which are poſlible, by fixing by his Decrees the fu 
Determinations of the Minds of bis Creatures, i * 
depriving them of the Power he bath beſtowe di 
them of acting or not acting. | | £54 
Ir we may preſume to make uſe of a Compal 
in a Thing which is above all Compariſons; ali 
narch does not know what his Ambaſſador will vil 
an AHair of Importance: If he thinks fit to h 
it, he need only give him Directions to behaveſoil 
ſo; and he may be aſſured the Thing will happen 
cording to his Direction. | 7 
n E Alcoran and the Books of the Yew: conſul 
ly riſe up againſt the Doctrine of abſolute Preſcient ; 
in them, God every where ſeems ignorant of the 
ture Determinations of the Mind of Man; and ql 
ſeems to be the firſt Truth that Moſes taught to il 
R 8 1 
Go p places Adam in the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, wii | 
on this Condition that he ſhall:not eat of a cer 
Fruit; an abſurd Precept from a Being that knew ll 
future Determinations of the Soul: For in ſhort, coli 
ſuch a Being promiſe his Favours upon Conditot 
without indeed bantering the Creature to whom 
Promiſe is made? *Tis juſt as it a Man that was ſare 
the Taking of Bagdad, ſhou'd tell another: 1 
give youa thouſand Crowns if Bagdad is not tau 
IAN fs not be a poor ſcurvy Jeſt? . 


Paris, the laſt of the Moon 
Chahban, 1711 


LET 
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ke ul | b 5 5 i 
at l EET TER LXVIN. . 
om to 3 | b 
hl | Zelis to Usbek, at Paris. ED 
4. ora whom thou loveſt is drove perfectly 
Rag to Deſpair, by an Affront which has been lately 
"That tupon him. A young, tes per Blockhead named 
no , for three Years together fought” his Daughter 
© WS Marriage ; He ſeemed pleafed with her Perſon, by 


e Account and Deſcription he had of it from Wo- 


* zen that had ſeen her in her Infancy ; the Portion was 
Wd upon, and every thing went on without Ob- 
rl uction. : Yeſterday, after the firſt Ceremonies, the 
ak dung Maid iſſued forth on Horſeback, attended by 
ile: Eunuch, and covered from Head to Foot, accord- 
o s to Cuſtom :; But when ſhe came to her intended 


usband's Houſe, he ſhut the Door upon her, and 
ore he wou'd not take her, without they enlarged 
er Fortune, The Relations flock'd in to make up 
e Matter; and after much Perſuaſion, prevailed up- 
dienen Sehman to make his Son-in-law a ſmall Prefem. 
tlength the Ceremonies being all compleated, they 
rought the young Woman to the Bed, not witheut 
reat Struggling : But an Hour afterwards, the Mad- 
an got "Bp in a violent Fury, cut her over the Face in 
cv eral Places, ſwearing ſhe was no Maid, and ſent 
er back” to her Father. It is impoſſible to be more 
Wonfounded than he is with this Injury : Many affirm 


WN 9 : 

"ol ee poor Girl-is innocent. Fathers are very unhappy. ' 
one being liable to ſuch Affronts: It. my Child ſnou'd 

om * with ſuch Treatment, I. believe I ſhou'd die with-+ _ 
ure ann > Ons | 

1 wil 


From the Seraglio at Fatme, 
the 9th of the Moon Gem 
madi 1, 1714. N 
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PIII Soliman, and ſo much the more, as his) | U 
| 
] 
| 


1 fortune is without Remedy, and his Son-in-layf 
only made uſe of the Privilege allow'd him byi 
Law. , 1 own I think the Law very ſevere in thy 
poſing the Honour of a Family to the Caprice Mi 
Madman: Tis a Jeſt to ſay there are certain Riu 
come at a Knowledge of the Truth; that is an hi 
Error which we are now cured of, and our Phyſical 
give unanſwerable Reaſons for the uncertain i 
thoſe Proofs. The very Chriſtians look upon then 
be chimerical, tho'they are plainly eſtabliſhed in i 
ſacred Books, and their antient Legiſlator made wil 
Innocence or Condemnation of all Women t 
pend upon it. 3 . 
II T hear with Pleaſure the Care thou takeſt of tei 
=. ducation of thine: God grant that her Husband noi 
find her as pure and as beautiful as Fatima: Tha 
may have ten Eunuchs to wazch her: That ſhe ul 
be the Honour and Ornament of the Seraglio, nl 
which ſhe is decreed ;. That ſhe may always havegi 
ed Ceilings over her Head, and rich Tapeſtry ul 
her Feet: And to compleat my Wiſhes, may wy i 
behbold her in allherGlozy! * - mn 


Paris, the z th of the Moon | 
EP Ghaival, 1714. ; 8 5 
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Br E R LXX. = 


Rica 70 Usbek, at * * 


iwas t'other Day in Company where there was a 
an Man hugely pleaſed with himſelf, In a Quarter of 
by Hour he had decided threeQueſtions in Morality ; 
huge Problems in Hiſtory ; and five Noints in natural 
e of WWiloſophy : 1 never came near ſo univerſal a Deci- 


: His Mind was never ſuſpended by the leaſt 
dubt. Ve leſt the Sciences; we talk'd of the News 
the Times; he decided the News of the Times, I 
a4 Mind to catch him, and faid to my ſelf I will 
t into my ſtrongeſt Intrenchment; I will take Shel.. 
in my own Country. I talk'd about Perſia : But f 
Wd ſcarce (poke four Words but he contradicted me 
ice, upon the Authority of Tavernier and Chardin. 
od God, quoth I to my ſelf, what a ſtrange Rellow 
his? He will be better acquainted with the Streets 


my Reſolution: 1 held my Peace, I let him alone, 
d he decides on to this Day. , 


. s, che 846 of the Moon 
W Zilcade, 1715. 7 * 
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1 nly no Tribunal upon the Face of the Earth ſo little 
Wpcted as this is; for the Judges no ſooner make a 
e \ G 5 De- ; 


I/pahanthanlam prefently! However l ſoon came 


Hays heard much talk of a kind of Court of Tus: 
dicature, calbd the French Academy: There is cer-- 
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Decree, but the People reverſe it, and impoſe la 
even on them, which theyare obliged towbey,. 

Ir is not long lince, in order to fix their Authory 
they put out a Code of their Deciſions : This Chill 
many Fathers was in a manner old as ſoon as bon 
and tho' he was Legitimate, yet a Baſtard that popti 
to the World before him, had like to have ft | | 
inthe Birth. ** 1 

THESE Judges have nothing in the World ty 
but to prate. inceſſantly. , Panegyric. enters inſenii 
into all their Babble ; and as ſoon as ever they ini 
a'Member into their Myfteries, the Dzmon of Flay 
ry takes Poſſeſſion of him, and never aſter leaves 
"till he leaves the World. | 0 

I is a Body with forty Heads, all cram'd wil 

Tropes, Metaphors and Antitheſes; their Mouth 

| ſoonexy open, but out flies an Exclamation ; thy 
Ears expect always to be entertain'd with Cade 

and Harmony. As tor Eyes, they are out of the 
ſtion; their Buſineſs is talking, not ſeeing. This ll 
dy cannot yet ſtand well on its Legs; for Time, in| 
mortal Enemy, makes it totter every Moment, a 
pts down whatever it builds up. Its Hands ya 
ormerly ſaid to be ſomewhatgriping: I ſhall ſay u 
thing to this Point, leaving it to be ſettled by t 
who know more of the Matter than Ido, 

THESE are Chimera's not to be found in our Con 
try; the Ela Genius is not turn'd for theſe outs 
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the-way Eſtabliſnments: We always follow Nai 
in the Simplicity of our Cuſtoms, and hate an ali 
ad Singularity of Manners. 
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Ln wo tres | | 
Ek T T E RC LXXIE-- 
10th . f 
ilk 


Rica 7 Usbek, ar * 


O ME Days ago a Man of my Acquaintance ſays | 
to me: I promiſed to introduge you into ſome 
od Families in Paris; Iwill now _ you to à great 
Wd, that acts up to his Character the beſt of any 
n in the Kingdom. | 
Waris your Meaning by that, Sir; Is he moro 
lite, more affable than others? Not ſo, ſays he. 
. I underftand you: He makes every Body that 
nes near him know by all his Actions the Superiori- 
he has over them: if this be it, | have no Buſineſs 
go witlryou: I already own the Bill; he 15 my Su- 
rior as much as he thinks fit. : Bs 
HoOwEVER, gol muſt; and l found little Mam 
fierce ; he cook a Pinch ef Snuff with ſo much 
ee, he blow!d his Noſe ſe unmercifully, and ſpit * | 
„ th ſo much Flegm; he made much of. his Dogs in a 
we ancr ſo offenſive to every Body, that I was never 
Weary of admiring at him. Good God! ſays Ito my 
if when J. was in the Court of Perſia, I act- 
chus, 1 ated like a very great Fool !- We muſt have 
Wen of a very ill Diſpoſit on, Usbek, to have dene a 
u ndred little Inſults to People that came every Day 
our Houſes to ſhew us their Good-will; they knew 
well we were above them; and tho? they had not, 
r Favours muſt every Day have convinced them of 
Having no Occaſion to uſe Arts to make ourſelyes | 
WE pected; we did every thing-that we thought wou d 
WP ke us beloved: We were acceſfible to the meaneſt: 
the midſt of thoſe Honours which aſually harden 
Heart of Manz they always found ours Aalible to 
ey generous Impreſſion; they ſaw nothing but our 
uls above them; we deſcended to their very Wants. 
t when it was neceſſary to ſupport the Majeſty cf; 
Prince in publick Ceremonies; when Occaſi on 
e 8 offered. 


\ 
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offered to create a Reſpect towards our Nation; 
Strangers; or when, in extreme Perils, we were u 
enflame the Courage of our Soldiers; we roſe a bur. 
dred times higher than we before deſcended; we ci 
led back all our Fierceneſs into our Countenancs 
and we were ſometimes thought to have afed up 1 | 
ourſelyes. J ae I 


Paris, the 3 the Moon. 
Saphar, 1715, 
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L E 1 1 * R LXXIII. | 
Usbek 0 Rhedi, at Venice. 


— 


Havye not found among the Chriſtians that lia 
Perſuaſion of their Religion which, is obſervable 
in the Muſſulmans: There is a great Difference het 
between Profeſſion and Belief, between Belief 2 
Gonviction, between Conviction and Practice. Rk 
ligion is nota Cauſe of Holineſs but of Contention, it 
wich every Body engages: Courtiers, Soldiers, nj 
the very Women ſtan# up againſt the Clergy, cally 
upon them to prove what they are reſolyed not tobs 
eve. Not that they liave taken this their Reſoh 
tion upon Reaſon, or have given themſelves the T 
ble to examine the Truth or Falſhood of the Religu 
- . whieh they reject: Their rebellious Necks have 
felt the Yoke, and they have ſhook it off without 
knowing what it was, Neither are they more fixed 
their Incredulity than in their Faith; they live in acov 
tinual Flux and Reflux, which is perpetually ow : 
them from the one to the other. One Day one d 
them plainly told me: I believe the Immortality 
the Soul by Eits t. my Opinions abſolutely depend wil 
on the Conſtitution of my Body; according as Ih 
more or fewer animal Spirits ;. as my Stoguach dig 5 


— 
MS a 


Perſian Letters. rar 
nor ür; as the Air I breathe is ſubtle or groſs; as 
e Meats I feed on are light or heavy: I am a Spino- 


i ſt, Socinian, a Catholic, an Atheiſt or a Bigot. When: 
eie phyſician is at my Bed-ſide, my Confeſſor has me 


Jan Advantage. I take care not to let Religion af- 
ame when Lam in Health; but J allow it to com- 

rt me when Lam ſick: When I have nothing more 
hope for on the {ide of this World, Religion ſteps 
and wins me with her Promiſes of the next; Iams 
Jen willing to give my ſelt over to her then, and to 
Wie in hope, | | | |; 
— = Along whileagotheChriftan Princes ſet free all the 
ayes in their Dominions,. ſaying that Chriſtianity 
nders all Men equal. It is true, indeed, this Act of FER 
devotion was of great Service to them in their ſecular 1 
oncerns, as it humbled the Lords b withdrawing- i 

e common People from their Obedience: Aﬀter- 
ards they made Conqueſts in Countries, where they 
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lin und it convenient to have Slaves; then they allow- 
rvatl | the buying and ſelling of them, forgetting that 
e ben riaciple of Religion which before had touched them 

of al cloſe. What ſhall we call this? Truth at one Time, 


. ke 
on, it 
87 14 
calling 
t to be 
Neſolx 
Trab 


cror at another. ,Why do not we act like theſe Chri- 1 
ians? We are very {ily to retuſe fine Settlements and 1 


2 F N N r 9 F N 
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aſy Conqueſts in happy Climates, * becauſe t 

ave not Water pure enough for us to waſh in — 2 
ig to the Principles of the Holy Alcoran. ; 
return Thanks to God Almighty, who ſent Haly, 
is great Prophet, that I profeſs a Religion which raiſes 


F 


elgu Followers above all human Views, and which is 
neſüf re as Heaven, from whence. it was brought down. 
V1tnOi > TEARS, | | f . 84 1 EA 
fxedin Paris, 13th . of the Moone | G 
1 a con] Saphar, 1715. 2. 
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- Ferre x LXXIV.. 
_ Ukbek 70 his Friend Ibben, at Smirna;. 


HE Laws are furious in Europe againſt thoſe u 
kill themſelves: They are in a manner put u 
Death a ſecond Time: They are dragg d ignomid. Wi 
ouſly thro' the Streets: They are marked with [nf 


my: Their Goods are forfeited. 5 
TRESRH Laws, Tbben, appear to me very unjul, 


When I am oppreſſed with Grief, with Miſery ani 1 
. Contempt, Why fhould. I be bindered from putting a Wa 
End to my Sufferings, and be inhumanly deprived of ! 


Remedy which I have in my own Hands? Þ 
Wur mult 1 be forced to labour for a Sociy lh 
which IJ am willing to throw up my Share in? Wir 
mores made without my Know-. 
ledge ? Society is founded upon mutual Adva mage: 
When it grows burthenſome to me, what ſhould key Wh 
me from renouncing it? Life was given me aaf 


. vour;-I.may conſequently give it back when ix i 


longer ſo+ The Cauſe ceaſes, the Effect muſt cealed 


| E. N 
V our d the Prince have me continue his Subjed, 


when I = none of the Advantages of Subjection 
Can my Fellow Citizeus deſire ſo unequal a Partition; 
as. Convenience to them, and Deſpair to me? Vil 


_ God, quite different from all other Benefactors, oblige 


* 
5 ˙%%?g)½“̃è 4 14 es 


* 


me to receive Mercies that make me wretched? 


I am bound to obey the Laws, when I live undet 
the Laws: But when I am dead, what Power hart 
they over me? | 

B u 1, ſay they, you diſturb the Order of Provi- 


| | dence. God hath united your Soul to your Body, and 


you part them: Nou therefore oppoſe his Deſigns, 4nd 


rebel againſt his Will. | 
Wu r does this mean? Do I diſturb the Orderdf 


Providence, when I only alter the Modifications © 
| EL: V atter, 


Perſian Eaters. 123 
unner, and make ſquare a Bowl, which the firſt Laws 
of Motion, that is to ſay, the Laws of Creation and 
Preſervation, made round? No, doubtleſs : I only 
Ie the Right which was beſtowed upon me; and in 
W\is Senſe I may diſturb all the Parts of Nature, juſt 
>ccording to my own. W him, without being chargea · 4 
Pie with rebelling againſt Providence, 3; 

vnn my Soulis-parted from my Body, will there 
pon that Account be leſs Order and Symmetry in the 
ET niverſe? Do you believe the new Modification will 
We: leſs perfect er »leſs.dependant upon the general 
s Or that the World will loſe the leaſt Particle, 
rthe Works of God be leſs Great, or to ſpeak more 
properly, leſs immenſe ? 45 2 
50 you think my Body, when changed into an Ear 
t Corn, a Worm, a Piece of Turf, will be a Work 
eis worthy of Nature? Qr that my Soul diſencumber- 
Hof all ber terreſtrial Cloggs, will become. leſs ſu- 
lime? | 


aer A 1 theſe Notions, my dear Ihen, have no other 
keep prings but our Pride; we do not ſee our own Inſigni- 


fancy; and come what will, we are reſolved to be 
omething of Conſequence in the Univerſe, and to 
. make aA Figure in the Creation; We fancy that the 
WAnnibilation of a Being of our Perfection, would al 


jet, WWnoft ruin all Nature :: And we do not conceive that 
ion! one Man either more or leſs in the World, what do I 
ine lay, one, all Mankind in general, a hundred Millions 
Vil Sf. Worlds like ours, are no more than a little minute 


om, which God perceiyes only becauſe of the Im- 
Z menſity of bis Faculties. 4 -2 r 


ndet 

hare Paris A th of the Moons 
| „ 
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LETTER LXXV. 


Rica 1 Usbek, at * * * 


8 uo thee a Copy of a Letter wrote by a Fu 
man now in Spain, to a Friend here; I believethyi; 
wilt be glad to ſee it. 5 | | 


IR been now fix Months rambling over H 
And Portugal; and J have lived among a People ta 
deſpiſing all other Nations, do the French alone ty 
Honour to hate them. Fer: 5 

GRAVITY is the ſhining Part of the Character 
both theſe Nations; it is manifeſted chiefly two way; 
by Spectacles, and by Muſtachios. N : 
THE Spectacles infallibly demonſtrate the Wear 

to be a Man conſummate in the Sciences, and burid 
in profound Reading to ſuch a Degree as to have ved 
 ened his Sight by it: And every Noſe herewith adon 
dd or ſaddled, may ſafely be concluded to be the Nos 

of a deep Scholar, Ree 4 
As to the Muſtachio, it is venerable in itſelf, inds i 
pendently of any Conſequences; not but that gte 
Advantages have often been drawn from it tothe 88. 
vice of the Prince and the Honour of the Nation; a 
r by da famous Portugueſe General in te 
5 pdjes , who being in want of Money, cut off on: 
| | of his Muſtachios, and ſent it to the Inhabitants af 
9, deſiring them to lend bim twenty thouſand f. 
1 | | ſtoles upon that Pledge : They readily accepted tit 


Security, and he afterwards, with great Honor, t 

deemed his Muſtachio. "ALS ITS 
Wi may eaſily imagine that a People ſo grave aul 

flegmatic, are not wholly free from Vanity: Andre 


2 ally they have their Share, They utually ground i 
Le | i E : 5 1 he h 5 | [ 
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on two Points of very conſiderable Conſequenee, 
Ney that live on the Continent of Spain and Portugal, 
e hugely lifted up in their Hearts, if they are what 
ey call Old Chriſtians, that is, if they are not Def- 
ndants from thoſe whom the Inquiſition in theſe lat- 
Days has perſuaded to embrace the Chriſtian Re- 
ion. They who live in the Indies are no leſs puff d 
, when they conſider that they have the exalted Me- 
of being, as they ſay they are, Men with white 
ins. There never was in the Seraglio of the Grand 


Yon We rior a Sultana ſo vain of her Beauty, as is the moſt 
ta retched old Raſcal of the ſtawny Whiteneſs of his 


in, when he is in a Town of Mexico ſitting at his 
Voor with his Arms a-croſs. A Man of his Conſe- 


ra ence, ſo yen a Creature, would not work for | 
che Treafures in the Univerſe; nor by a vile Mecha- 


g c Induſtry expoſe the Honour and ignity of his 


am omplex ion. 3 

rid o x. you muſt know, that when a Man has attained 

eat WW certain Merit in Spain; as for Inſtance, when he can 
om Gd to the Qualifications aboye-mentioned, that of 


eing the Proprietor of a long Sword, or has learn d 
his Father the Art of fetching a curſed hoarſe Sound 


CE eee Cots 


nds t of. an ill-tuned Guitarre; he has done working +: 
rat lis Honour is concerned inthe Repoſe of his Mem- 
de ers. He that fits upon his Breech.ten Hours a- day, 
zu dat as good a Man again as he that. it idle but five; 
ter it ſeems, Honour is to be acquired in a Chair in this 


2 z0untry, | 


Bur tho' theſe invincible Enemies to Labour have 
e Appearance of a Philoſophical Tranquillity, yet 
ere is nothing of it in theix Hearts; for they are — 
rnally in Love: They are certainly the clevereſt Fel- 
s in the World at dying with Paſſion under their Mi- 


and reſſes Window; and a Spaniard without a Cold, muſt 
1 eſign all his Pretenſions to Gallant y. 
id | 


WE ity are firſt and foremoſt Bigots, and on 
— [-alous, They wou'd not upon any Account truſt the = 

es to the Attacks wy $64 Soldier difabled 'with _ 
Wounds, or to a Magiſtrate decrepid with Age; but 
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they will lock them up witha fervent novice that lod 
meekly down to Earth, or a robuſt Franciſcan that m 
fes his fanQified Eyes to Heaven. 

THsy are thoroughly acquainted with the wei 

ſide of the fair Sex; they won't let ſo much as they 
Heel be ſeen, for fear they ſnou'd be caught by t 
foot; they know the- Imagination always goes fh. 
wards, and that nothing ſtops it imits way. 

Ir is every where; allow'd that the Torments d 
Love are great: They are much greater to the pon 
Spaniards : The Women indeed relieve their Painsʒ bu 
they only change one for another, and a long al 
grievous Remembrance of an exiinguifhed Pafſioni 
ways ſticks by them. | 3 
Tu x have ſome pretty Pieces of Politeneſs thi 
in France wou'd be taken for Banter: For Inſtance, 
'Ca = never canes a common Soldier till he has a 

1 ed his leave; and the Inquiſition never burns a J 
3 _ A__ making-Abundance of Excuſes t him. 
| Tux Spaniards that are not burnt are ſo fond of thi 
Inquiſition, that ir woutd-really be a pity to rob then 
of it: I wou'd.only Fve another ſet up, not again 
Hereticks; but Hereſiarchs who aſcribe to ſome il 
Monkiſh Practices, the tame Virtues as to the ſev 
Sacraments; who adore every Thing which dg 
fhou'd only revere; and who are ſo wondrous Deyot 
that they are hardly Chriſtians. = | 
You may poſſibly find Wit and good Senſe amor} 
the 8 but look for none of it in their Boo 
See but one of their Libraries; Romances on ont 
fide, and School Divines on the other: You woll 
ſwear the Callection had been compoſed and maden 
ſome ſecret Enemy to human Reaſon. ; 3 
Tu only good Book they have is that which ſemi 
the Ridiculouſneſs of all the reſt. | 
THEY have made vaſt Diſcoyeries in the 18 
World, and are not yet acquainted with their 07 
Continent: They have Ports in their very Rive! "88 
yet unknown to them; and in their Mountains wiv i 
Nations which they never heard ol. ra 
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TAE v brag that the Sun riſes and ſets in their Do- 
inions, but they don't tell you that in his Courſe he 
Peets with nothing belonging to them but waſte 
hampains, and Countries uninhabited, 

I ſhou'd: not be diſpleaſed, Usbek, to ſee a Letter 
written to Madrid by a Spaniard travelling in France: 
fancy he wou'd take a good hearty 
dwn Nation, 
 thoughtfutflegmatic Turn! 1 imagine he wou'd be- 
inthe Deſcription of Paris thus: 

THERE is a Houſe here where they confine Mad- 
Volks: One would think it ſhould be bigger than all 
he reſt of the City: No, the Remedy is very ſmall, 
Fconſidering the Greatneſs of the Diſtemper. I ſuppoſe 
he French, knowing how much they are run down by 
Wieir Neighbours, lock up ſome. Madmen, to make 
Wcople believe that thoſe who are at Liberty are not 


Revenge for his 
What a wide Field is here for a Man of 


On 


I leave my. Spaniard, Adieu my de 


1 * 
Paris, 170% of the Aeon 1 * 


Saphar. . 
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Wnent of others, and who conſulted hardly any: thing 


nels and Dignity of their Work: T 
ſelves in making a get of boyiſh Inſtitutions, wherein 


L. 2 1 1 E R LXXVI. 
f8bck, to Rhedi, a Venice. 


- Capacities, whom Chance raiſed to the Goyerne 


Put their Prejudices and Caprice, 


Taz yx ſeem to have been ignorant of the Great- 
buſied them- 


true they adapted themſelves to meaner Under. 


1 


idlators were Men of limited. 24 


* 


8 5 | 


boliſn them. 6 


Mark of a narrowGenius, ſeeing Things only by bam 
and not capable of taking a general View of f 


Equity. Afterwards they were found too ſevere; u 


which that of privat 


their 
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dings, but diſgraced themſelves with Men of gust 
Senſe. * 


Tur plunged themſelves into needleſs Circun 
ances, and ran into particular Caſes; which is th 


Whole. 
So uE Metted to make uſe of a Language ditt 
rent from the Vulgar; the moſt abſurd thing in Ny 
ture, in a Compoſer of Laws: For how ſhou'd he 
ple obey what they do not underſtand 2 
Tuer often, without any Neceſſity, aboliſhd 
thoſe which they found eſtabliſked to their Handy 
thereby involving the People in the Diſorders inſeys 
rable from Innovation. PIER 1 
Ir is true, there are ſuch ſtrange Turns rather int 
Hearts than the Heads of Men, that it is ſometing 
neceſſary to alter certain Laws. But the Caſe is rar; 
and when it happens ſhou'd be touched with a tende 
Hand: So many Solemnities ſhou'd be obſervei i 
doing it, and ſo many Precautions ufed, that the Pe 
pe may of themſelves conclude the Laws to be ve 
acred, when ſo many Formalities are requiſite to 


5 OFTEN TIMES they made them too ſubtile, ) 
ing led rather by Logical Diſtinctions, than by natvrl 


from a Spirit of Equity it was thought nec eſſary to dey 
ate from them; but this Remedy ras anew Evil. 14 1 
the Laws be what they will, they ffioud always be ee 
red to, and looked upon as the public Conſcience py 
— ought always to conan 

Ir muſt however he confeſſed that ſome of them wn 

. Conſideration which ſnewed great Wiſdom ; ſuc 
their giving to Fathers a very great Authority 
-hildren : Nothing is a greater Relief to * 
giſtrate; nothing keeps the public Tribunals: ſo die 
of Offenders; in a Word, nothing better ſecure FE; 
- Peaceof a State, wherein Manners alway make 08 
Citizens than Laws. | 8 


n 


0 _— * * " 
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a1s of all Powers is that which is leaſt abuſed, 
850 s the moſt ſacred of all Magiſtracies; it is the on 

ze that does not depend upon Compacts; nay, it 
mas before them. e, 
LT is obſerved that in thoſe Countries where moſt 
wards and — are truſted in the Hands of 
rents, the Families are beſt ordered; the Fathers 
e a Symbol of the Creator of the Univerſe, who 
7 he can lead Men by his Love, yet thinks fit to 
ork upon them alſo by the Motives of Hope and 


Ar. bn 


e to thee of the Whimſical Caſt of Mind of the 
ench, They are ſaid to have retained an infinite 

umber of Things out of the Reman Laws, which 
eat leaſt uſeleſs, it not worſe; but they did not co- 

after them in the paternal Authority, which' was 

tins ctled by the Romans at the firſt lawful Magiſtracy. 


Paris, the 12th of the Moon p 
| Saphar, 1715. 


— * 


LET TIR LXXVII. | 
The Chief Eunuch to Usbek, at Paris. 


1 ST ER DA ſome Armenians brought tothe 
ab. Seraglio a young Circaftan Slave which they 
ice Wanted to ſell, I carried her into the private Apart- 

ents; I undreſs' d her; I viewed her with the Eyes 


»ͤ„ 


uchf Ws | found in A Virgin Baſhfulneſs ſeemed deſi- 
us to hide them from my Sight; I perceived with 
eu much Reluctance ſhe obeyed; . ſhe bluſhed to ſee 
red eſe Paſlions that can give aq, Alarm to Virtue, am 
deu nimate under the Empire of V. = 


2 — 


1 cannot conelude this Letter, without taking No- 


a judge, e more l viewed her the more Beau- 
h 


r ſelf naked even betore me, who, exempt from 


8 Sex, the Miniſter 
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bent my Eyes to Earth, I threw over her a Robeg 
Scarlet; I put a Ring of Gold upori her Finger; Ip 


Queen of thy Heart; I paid the Armeniuns; I burig 


- = i 2 4. RE HO Ce - - . ths 


all theſe Governments is moſt contormable to Reaſot) 


chat Severity is a foreign Motive. 


Ta 


of Modeſty in the freeſt Actions, and whoſe <a 
can inſpire nothing but Innocence. 
As ſoon as I judged her worthy of thee, I humby 


ſtrated my ſelf before her Feet; I adored her aj 


her from all human Eyes. Happy Usbgk, thou an it 
Pofleſſor of · more Beauties than are xo be found inal 
the Palaces of the Eaſt. What Pleaſure will it bey 
thee at thy Return to find thy ſelf Maſter of the mu 
charming Women in Perſia, and to ſee the Gracests 
vive in my Seraglio as. faſt as Time and Poſleſſoul 
bour to deſtroꝝ them. 


. From the ny at Fatme, 
- the 1ft of the Moon Rebi- 
ab 1, 1715. | 


LET * R LXXVIII. 
. *Usbek to Rhedi, at Venice. 
Gr NCE I have been in Europe, my dear Ri, 


bave ſeen many a different ſort of Governmett; 

It is not here as in Aſia, where the Rules of Policyat 
everywhere the fame. 5 OR, | 

I have often ſtudied within my felf, to find which 


and I imagine that to be the moſt perfect which ata 
its End with leaſt Difficulty : Conſequently that wil 
conducts Men in a way the moſt ſuitable to their Inds 
nations, s the moſt perfect. — 5 | 
Ax the People areas obedient under a mild, as W 
der a ſevere Government; the former is to be prett 
red, becauſe it is moſt conformable to Reaſon, znd 


bl 


f 
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2x aſſured, my dear Rhedi, that in any State Pu- 


hments. being more or-leſs cruel, do not create*a\- 


eater Obedience to the Laws, In a Country where 
e Puniſhments are moderate, they are as much 
eaded, as where they are tirannical and inhuman, 


Lz T the Government be gentle or ſevere, they al- 


ays puniſh in ſeveral Degrees; the Greatneſs of the 
.nalty is proportioned to the Greatneſs of the Crime. 
ur Imagination moulds itſelf naturally to the Man- 
ts of the Country where we live: AWeek's Impri- 
nment, or a ſlight Fine makes as great an Impreſſi- 


upon the Mind of. a 2. educated under 2. 


Bild Goyernment, as the loſs of an Arm can intim̃i- 
ne an Aſiatic. They adapt ſuch a Degree of Fear to 
ch a Degree of Puniſhment; and every Man pro- 
tions it his own Way: A Frenchman ſhall be driven 
Deſpair with ſtrange Notions of Infamy upon be- 
ocondemned te a Puniſhment, that would not rob 
WT rk of a quarter of an hour's Sleep. 


BESLD.E$, L have not found that good Order, 8 


ice and Equity are better obſerved in Turkey, Perſia, - 
the Mogul's Country, than in the Republics of Hol- 


nd, Venice, and even England: I do not believe we 
pmmit fewer Crimes, or that the Horror of the Pu- 


WS. 2 BB. 
Ox the contrary, I think there is a conſtant Soures 


laments frightens us into greater Submiſſion ta the 


- 
„ 
a> 


Injuſtice and Confuſion in the Middle of thoſe wegr 


Kingdoms, | | | 
Nax, I take the Prince, who is himſelf the Law, 
beleſs powerful there than elſewhere. 9 
Iobſerve that in thoſe Moments of Rigou 
ways tumultuous Motions, in which no Body has the 
mmand: And that when once a violent Auth 


deſpiſed, no Body ha renn to recover it. | 


THAT, the very Def; airof Im unity confirmsand 
Seelen Dd. OY ? 


Tyar in ſuch States the Revolts are never inconſi- 
rablez and that there is no Medium between Mur- 


Jursand&cditions, 


T HAT 


% 


r;there are 


ority | 


— 


* 
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Tua great Events there have no Need of he; 


ꝓrepared by great Cauſes: On the contrary, the f 
Accident produces the greateſt Revolution, which 


many times as little expected by thoſe who make aj 


thoſe who ſuffer it. | 
Vu EN Oſnan the Turkiſh Emperor was depoky 
none of. thoſe who were concerned in the Attempt 
ver thought of committing ir: They only begged 
ſupplicating way to have ſome Grievance redreſſ 
A Voice, which no Body ever knew, came forth fy 
among the Crowd by Chance, the Name of Mf 
1 and immediately MAaſtapha was I 
Peror. ; < ; 


Paris, the ad of the Moon 
Rebiab I, 1715. 5 — 


©. 


wean a. oo. oem. _- RY 4 _- : Ts 


„ Lare AER. 
Nargum, Enuoy from Perſia in Muſcoy 


10 Usbek at Paris. 


F all the Nations in the World, my dear l 
rer none ever of the 3 

in Glory or geat Conqueſts. This People is truly ll 
Lord of the Univerſe; All others ſeem deſi ned il 
Yerye them: They are both the Founders and Deſt 
ers ot Empires: in all Ages they have given the Va 


Proofs of their Powers in all Ages they have been 
Scourge of Nations. F 
TAI Tartars have twice conquered China; 
ſtill hold ic under their Obedience, * 
Tux rule the vaſt Countries which form the ln 
pire of Mogul. TS > 
| MasTErs of Perſia, they fit upon the Throne! 
Ora: and Guſtaſpes. They have ſubdued Mi 
Diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Turks, they late" 


> 
* 
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menſcConqueſts in Europe, A ſia and Africa; and they | 
ar Dominion over thoſe three Parts of the Univerſe. 
AND to ſpeak of Times more remote; from a- 
ong them ilued almoſt all thoſe Nations which over» 


med the Roman Empire. | - l F 
W Har are Alexander's Conqueſts compared with 
ole of Genghiſcan ? 

T#x1s victorious Nation has only wanted Hiſtorians 
celebrate the Memory of her wonderful Acts. 

V nat immortal Exploits have been buried in O- 
fon! What Empires founded by them, which we 
e at a Loſs to trace the Beginnings of. This war- 
e Nation, wholly taken up with her preſent Glory, 
(ſure of conquering at all Times, never took Pains 
ſighalize herſelt to Poſterity, by recording her paſt 
Rories, | : | 


uſcow, 4th of the Moon 1 
Rebiab I, 1715. 6 


"ROS 1 
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* N 


on 18 5 wi * ; ; 8 1 ; war | 
Rica fo Ibben at Smirna. 


O' the French talk very muc h, yet there is a- 


ly 

ed mong them a ſort of mute Derviſes, called | 
ro treux: They ſay they cut out their Tongues upon | 
Wah r entring into the Convent: And it is very much | 


be wiſhe that all the other Derviſes would cut off 
ry Thing that their Profeſſion renders uſeleſs to 


m. F 1% | 1 3 X 
ND now we are ſpeiking of filen: People, there 
de LE ſome much more ſingular than the others, and | 
lo have a very extraordinary Talent, Theſe are 


cone h as can talk without ſaying any thing, and fur. | 
nn a Converſation tor two Hours together, and all | 
c 00 waile it ſhall be impoſſible to come at their Meare 
nmel n #53 36 f35/ H | : WE ing, 


7 
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ing, and conſequently to ſteal from them, orretain, { 
Word of what my have face. | 
Tus x fort of Men are adored by the Women 
But yet notquite ſo much as ſome. others, who hau 
been endued by Nature with the agreeable Talent 
{miling 4 propos, that is every Moment; and of 
ceiving every thing they ſay with Approbation au 
Pleaſure. „ e 

Bor thoſe are the top Wits, who can ſpy a fi 
Thought in every Word, and find put a thouſand be 
ties in the moſt common Expreſlion,, . MM 

I know others who have had D in in 
ducing into the Converſation Things inanimate, ali 
in ma e Perruke, their embroidered C 
their Snuff box, their Cane and their Gloves ſpeak fi 
them, It is no bad way to begin even in the Su 
with diſtinguiſhing one's ſelf. by the rattling of « 
Coach, and by — at the Door with the Kod 
er: This Prelude gives a prepoſſeſſion in favouf oft 
very Thing that is to follow: And when the Exod 
um is fine, it renders ſupportable all the Nonſeak 
that comes after, bt which, by gqod Fortune th 


oY 
. 


comes too late. | 

I can tell thee, theſe little Talents, which are in! 
Eſteem among us, are. of no {mail Service to f 
who are ſo happy as to be Maſters of them; and 


 Manof good Senſe, makes but a poor Figure amy 


08 


* Hl 
? 
\ 


ſuch People. 


Paris, the 6th. of the Moon 
4: Rebiabz, 1715. 
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LETTER LXXXI. 
8 Usbek zo Rhedi, at Venice. 


| F-therebea God, my dear. Rhedi, he muſtn | 
1 farily be Juſt : For were he not he would bel 


moſt wicked and molt imperfect of all * 4 
: _— 


— 
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JusrIer is a Relation of Congruity which is re- 
ly found between two Things: This Relation is al- 


nen vays the ſame, whatever Being conſiders it, whether 
ban od, or Angel, orlaſtly Man. | 

mur is true, Men do not always fee theſe Relations: 
f Nay oftentimes when they do fee them, they deviate 
ul rom them, and their own Intereſt is what they al- 


mays ſee beſt, Juſtice raiſes her Voice; but ſhe has 
nuch a do to be heard amidſt the Tumult of the Paſlie 


ereſt to do it, and they chuſe rather to ſatisſie them- 
lves than others. It is always with an Eye to them» 
lyes that they act: No body is wicked gratis e he will 
ave ſome Reaſon to ſway him; and that Reaſon is al- 
rays a Reaſon of Intereſt, | 4 
Rv Tit is impoſſible for God ever to commit any In- 
ice: the moment we ſuppoſe that he ſees Jultice, 
We muſt neceſſarily follow it: for as he ſtands in want 
f nothing, and is al-ſufficient in himſelf; he would 
ſe be the moſt wicked of all Beings, becauſe he 
ould be ſo without getting by it. | 


* 


| Tavs, tho' there were no God, we ought ftill to 


e ui ve Juſtice; that is, we ſhould do our Endeayours to 
10 tho: like that Being of which we have ſo lovely an Idea, * 
i ed which, it it exiſted, muſt be neceſſarily juſt, Free 
amn we ſhould be from the Yoke of Religion, yet we 


ght not to be ſo from that of Equity. 

TuIs, Rhedi, makes me believe that Juſticeis eters 
b and does not depend upon human Conventions: 
it did depend upon them, it would be a fatal Truth 
hich we thould conceal even from ourſelves. | 
Wr are encompaſſed with Men ſtronger than we 
e; they may hurt us a thouſaad ſeveral ways, and 
acrally withimpunity, "Wat a Comforꝛ is it to us 
know that there is in the He art of all thoſe Men an 


1 


ts us from their Violence: en! 

WERE it not for this, we ſhow'd have Reaſon to be 
perpeiual Dread; we ſhould paſs by a Man asbyta 
| | 3 Lyon; 
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Mu may commit Injuſtice becauſe it is their In- 


ward Principle that ſtands np in our Behalf, and pro- 
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pertections which he puniſhes in us; and in their cop 


it to find that he has an upright heart / This Pleaſur, 


a a Being as much above thoſe who have it not, as abo 


my Eyes, I ſhou'd 
Paris, the 1ſt of the Moon 
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Lyon; and we ſhou'd never be one Moment ſecyr, 
of our Lives; Eſtates, or Honour. 

Tuns E Thoughts inflame my Indignation again 
thoſe Doctors, who repreſent God as a Being thy 
makes a tyrannical uſe of his Power; who tells us, 
acts after a manner which we ourſelves wou'd not, fr 
fear of offending him; who accu'e him of all the jn 


may Sore Opinions, deſcribe him at one time a; 
wicked Being, and at another as a Being that hay 
Wickedneſs and puniſhes it. ; 

Wuazn a, Man examines himſelt, what a SatisfaRiony 


ſevere as it is, muſt fill him with rapture: he ſees hes 


— and Bears, Yes, Rhedi, it I was always {us 
of ſtrictly Tr Equity, which J have bear 
[ : 


ak my ſelf the firſt of Men, 


1 enn 1715. 


— 
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LETTER LXXXII. 
Nr n Rica 10 * * * 


N 1 W as Yeſterday at the Hoſpital of the Invalid 
II were a Prince, I wou'd rather have been the fan 
der ot that Charity than have won three Vigo 
There appears in all parts of it the Hand of ag 
Monarch. I look upon it as the moſt ſacred placei 
on Earth. 3 — . i | «0 

.W nar a Sight is it to behold all theſe Vidm 
their Country gathered into one Place, who ſtill ui 
only to defend her, and who finding in themſelveith 

ſa ne Hearts tho? not the ſame Strength, complain 
nothing bur the inability ticły are under of ſacrifcl 


theunſeives for her a ſecond time. Vi 
| 1 & Li 1 


r 
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vn Ar can be more affecting than to ſee theſe diſ- 
bled Warriors obſerving in this Retirement as exact 


int Diſcipline as if they were forced to it by the Preſence 
that an Enemy; placing their laſt Satistation in this 
s iaure of the War; and dividing their Hearts and 
finds between the Duties of Religion aud thoſe of 
Ine military Art. 


1 wou'd have the Names of thoſe that die for their 


1 d Nobility. \ Th > 
ond 1 
Cure, Paris, the 15th of the Moon 
hes Gemmadi 1, 1715. g 
ode 1 85 : 
ſure — x — 
efore 


LETTER LXXXIII. 
Usbek 70 Mirza, at Iſpahan. tete 


FHO knoweſt, Mirza, that ſome of Cha-Soli- 
L man's Miniſters had formed a Deſign of obliging 


urn Mahometans, from a Belief that our Empire wou'd 


ways be defiled ſo long as ſhe foſtered thoſe Infidels 
her Boſom. 


Tarn E had been an End of the Perſian Greatneſs, if 


ds: Pon this occaſion we had given ear to blind Devotion | 
Foy No body knows howfhe Thing came to drop; nei- 
toner thoſe that made fe Propoſal, nor thoſe that re- 
ga ed it, were ſenſible of the fatal Conſequencess 


hance did the Buſineſs of Reaſon and good Policy, 
i ſaved the Empire from a Danger more imminent 


kim in it wou'd have been in from the Loſs ot three Bat- 
ill es and of two Cities. | ; 
nen B r baniſhing the Armenians, they wou'd in one Day 


ave rooted out all the Traders, and almoſt all the Ar- 
Peers in the Kingdom, I am ſure the great Cha Aba: 
du d rather have had both his Hands cut off than 
H 3 have 


2 


ountry written and preſerved in Temples, in Regi- 
ers, that ſhou'd be as it were the Fountain of Honour 


the Armenians in Perſia to depart the Kingdom, or 
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1383 Perſian Letters, | 
have ſigned ſachan Order; be wou'd have been of g. 
pinion that in thus ſending to the Mogul, and the other al 
Kings of the Indies, the moſt induſtrious of his Sub. 
jects, he gave them the better half of his Dominions, et 
Tur Perſecutions which our zealous Mahometai i" 
railed againſt the Guebres, conſtrained them to yin 
Crowds into the Indies, and deprived Perſia of that k. 
borious People ſo much addicted te Tillage, and who 
alone by their indefatigable Patience were able to cow 
quer the Barrenneſs of our Lands. | 
THERE was but one thing more left for Bigotty 
to do, and that was to ruin Ingenuity ; and thenthe 
Empire wou'd eaſily fall of itſelt, and with it of courſe 
that very —— which was thereby intended tobe 
ng. 


made ſo flouri 

1s we may reaſon without Prejudice, I know not 
Mirxa, but variety of Religions may be uſeful na 

tate. ; 
? Ir is obſeryed that the Followers of a Religin 
which is only tolerated are generally more ſerviccall 
to their Country than thoſe who are of the eſtabliſhel 
Religion; for being ſhut out from all Honours, 1 
having no way to diftinguiſh themſelves but by ib 
Opulence and Wealth, they are naturally led too. 
tain tho e Advantages by their labour, and ſo to en 
brace the moſt painful Employments in the Society. 
Bas TIDESõ, as all Religions contain Precepts uſeli 

to Society, the more zealouſly they are obſerved, ihe 
better. Now what can be more likely to animas 
that Zeal than their Maltiplicity ? | | 

Tu Ex are ſo many Rivals that never ſpare ones 
nother's failings, The Jealouſy deſcends even to ei 
ry private Member: every one ſtands upon his Guat 
and is fearful of doing any thing that may bring 
Scandal upon his Sect, and expoſe it to the content 
and unforgiving Cenſures of its Adverſaries. | 

ACCORDINGLY it has always, been obl: 
that a new Sect in a State, is the ſureſt means of ci 
recting all the Abuſes of the old. 
Iuxũ in vai to ſay that it ĩs the Prince's Intereſt 7 


f 
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to allow of variety of Religions in his Kingdom, Tho? 
all the Sets in the World were to get together in it, he 
wou'd not be at all. rejudiced by it; for there is not 
dne but what preſcribes Obedience, and preaches up 
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* ubmiſſon. n 
une Lconfeſs Hiſtories are full of religious Wars: But 
thr Ido not let us take the Thing wrong; it was not the di- li 


erſity of Religions that occaſioned theſe Wars; it 
vas the untolerating Spirit of that which thought ſhe 
ad the Power in her Hands. 

Ir was the Spirit of Proſelytiſm which the Jews 
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10 aught of the Ægyptians; and which from them was 5 
un ommunicated like an epidemical Inlection, both to a 
urſe = ih; 
obe be Mahometans and Chriſtians, | 75 


Ix a Word, it was that Spirit of Enthuſiaſm which 
in its Eg can be looked upon as nothing elſe but 
v total Eclipſe of human Reaſon. 

Fox in ſhorttho* there was nothing of Inhumanity 
n forcing the Conſciences of others; tho? it occaſi- 
ned none of thoſe ill Effects which ſpring up from it 
by thoufands : A Man muſt be a Fool to offer at it. He 
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be at woud have me change my Religion, does it, no 
55 doubt, becauſe he 93 not change his own if he 
i 1 to be forced to it: ſo that he wonders 1 will not 
* do 2 Thing which perhaps he wou d not do himſelt tor 


e Empire of the Univerſe. 
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ET ſeems here as if every Family was its own Go- 
vLvernor; the Husband has but a Shadow of Autho- 
ty over his Witez the Father over his Children; the 
Maſter over his Slaves: And you need not doubt they 
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always ſtand up againſt a jealous Husband, a peeyiiſiage is 
Father, or a croſs Maſter. 3 fat r. 
l went t'other Day to the Place where Juſtice iz; elieve 
penſed. In your way to it you are forced to runiibe Tre 


Int 


Gantlet thro? whole Numbers of young Shopwoma a 
xperic 


.tnat invite you with a deceitful Voice, This Sigh 
gay enough, but the next Objects are very doe to 
wien you come into the great Halls, where you lit in 
nothing but Men whefe Habits are more grave en; 3! 
tian tacir Looks. At laſt you enter into the ſaci 
Place whete all the Secrets of Families are reveal Pari 
and where the moſt private Actions are brought d 
into open Light, th 
| THERExa modeſt Girl comes and confeſſes the 
ments of a Virginity too long kept; her Conflicts, ad 
her forrowtul ſtance: She is ſo far from bein 
1 up with hes Victory, tif ſhe looks everj lt 
ent for a Defeat; and that her Father may no lope 
be ignorant of her Neceſſities, ſhe makes them ku 


to all the World, | TEE X | 
A impudent Wife comes next, and ſets for 
* _Infults ſhe has done her Husband as ſo many Rea ian i 


for being parted from him. | 

Wirk equal Modeſty another declares, ſhs is vu em 
ry of having the Title of a Wife, without enjoying B y. 
Benefits of it: She openly reveals the M. ſteriesbu 
ed in the Obſcurity of Marriage : She .— ro udeociet 
go the examination of Artiſts, and to be reſtorei i eve 
a Decree to all the Privileges of Virginity: Morte 
there are ſome that dare def their Husbands, Mall n 
publickly challenge them to a Combat which the itize 
neſſes make ſo difficult: A Tryal as diſgraceful toe D 
ory that ſtands it as to the Husbang at is defeatWMion | 

vit. | | d 

AN infinite Number of young Women, eitſer What t 


viſned or debauched, make Mankind even much wot 
than they really are. This Tribunal rings with Wand 
thing but Love. You hear talk of nothing but ey r 
raged Fathers, abuſed Daughters, ,perjured LoV"ce, 


bt 


| \ and diſcontented Husbands, 
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By the Law here in Force, any Child born in Mar- 
ange is concluded to be the W : he may have 
xhat reaſon he will to believe it not to be ſo; the Law 
elieves it for him; and eaſes him ol his Scruples, and 
ze Trouble of a thorough Enquiry. | 

Ix this Court the Voices are taken by Majority: but 
xperience has ſhewn that it wou'd have been a better 
ay to take them by the Minority; and it is very natu- 
[it ſhou'd be ſo·; for there are very few juſt Reaſon- 

rs; and all the world agrees there are falſe ones eno wu. 


Paris, the Iſt of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 
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LBTTH R LXXXV. 
Rica fo ** 


HE Y ſay Manis a ſociable Animal, Upon this 
Foot the French (ſeem to me to have more of the 
lan in them than any People in the World: They : 
tay be called Men by way of Excellence; for they 
em cut out for nothing but Society. 

By 7 | have obſerved among them Pegple who are 
ot only fociable but who may be called an univerſal 
ociety of themſelves, TE multiply themſelves in- 
every Corner, and in an inſtant people you the four 
varters of a City: One hundred Men of this Sort 
all make a greater Show than two thouſand other 
tizens :. They might in the Eye of a Stranger repair 
e Devaſtations of Plague or Famine, It is aQue> 
lon in the Schools whether one Body can at one In- 
ant be in different Places; they are a full proof of 
hat the Philoſophers propoſe as a Doubt. . 

TEX, are always in a Hurry, having upon their - 
lands the important Buſineſs of asking every Body 

ey meet, where they are going and where they have 
een. %%% % 
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it in groſs in Places of general Aﬀemblies : But as th 


tions of Marriage. The King never grants a Favon 
to one of his Subjects, but it coſts them a Coach ot 


and this Epitaph was engraved upon his Tomb. Hen 


= Y * — * 4 * * 
* 6 * * er 
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24E Perfian Letters, 
Vo u can never beat it out of their Heads, but th; 

it is a neceffary Piece of good Breeding to viſitthe 

Public every Day ſeparately, beſides the Viſit they pay 


latter Method is too ſhort, theſe Viſits go for Nothing 
in the Rules of their Ceremonial. 8 


Tak x wear out more Doors with knocking vWF _ 
them than the Winds and Storms. If one were to x 
mine all the Porters Liſts, we ſhow'd every Day fin 2 
their Names murdered in a. thouſand Swiſs Scrayl, 77 
They ſpend their Days either in attending upon Fune. Five! 1 
rals, in Compliments of Condoleance, or in Sollici: Vaach. 


Chair to wiſh the Perſon Joy. At Night they rewn 
Home to reſt themſelves after their revs ry that 
uy nay be able next Day to reſume their laboriou 
'Task. | | 


On = of them died Yother Day of mere Wearine(s; 


reſts a Man that never reſted before. He mourned a We 
five hundred and thirty Burials. | He rezoyced at tht A 
Birth of twothouſand fix hundred and fourſcore Chili >: 
ren. The Penſions on which he congratulated hi: A 
Friends at various Times amounted to two Millionsfit 
hundred thouſand Livres per Annum. The Groundbe 
trudged it on foot in Town, to nine thouſand ſix hunk 
red Furlongs; the Walks he togk inthe Country, u 
thirty fix. His Converſation was amuſing : He ada 5 
28 Stock of three hundred and ſixty five Stor: 4 
He was over and above the Maſter even from ls, 

Youth of a hundred and eighteen Apophthegms & 
tracted from the Ancients, which he brought out wht 
ever he thought fit to ſhine, He died in the fixtiet 
Year of his Age. Now, Paſſenger, I conclude, fot 
when cou'd I tell thee all that he did, and all thatbe 


tp ! * 4 a ; 
Paris, 34 07 the Moon 
Semmadi 2, 17 15, 
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„„. E 1 1 ER LXXXVI. 
Usbek 7 Rhedi, ar Venice. 


IzxzR T and Equality reign at Paris. Birth, Virtue; 
4 nay even the greateſt Services in War, do not litt: 
a Man above the Rnd in which he is confounded.. 
lealouſie about Rank is here unknown. They ſay the 
net Mag at Paris is he that has the beſt Horſes to his- 
Coach. 
7 Agrea Man is one that ſees the King, ſpeakstothe: 
WMiniſtry, has Anceſtors, Debts and Penſions. If with 
allthis he can conceal his Idleneſs under an Air of Bu- 
Ineſs, or a pretended Macrity after Pleaſure, he thinks 
himſelf the happieſt of Mortals. 3 

Ix Perſia none are Great but thoſe on whom our 
WMonarch beſtows ſome ſhare in the Government. 
Kere there are People that are Great by their Births, 
but they haye no manner of Intereſt, Kings act like 


dns always make ufe of the plaineſt Tools. 
Favour. is the great Deity of the French, The: 
Wine Miniſter is her High-Prieſt, and offers her many: 
Vidim. Thoſe who attend upon him are not cloath-- 
Wed in White; ſometimes Sacriticers and ſometimes: 
Wectified, they devote even themſelves to their Idol. 
ſopether with the whole Nation. 5 
Faris, eh of the Moon 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 


"i LET E R. LXXXVIE. 
.  Uibck. 7 Ibben,, at Srairna;. 


1 HE deſire of Glory differs in no Reſpect from 
'& that Inſtinct which all Creatures have tor. their: 
_— owni 


* 


hole nice Artificers who in the Execution of their De- 
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144 Perfian Letters. 
own Preſervation. We ſeem to extend our Being whey 
we can gain ita Place in the Memory of other Men; 
It is a Sort of a new Life got, which is no leſs dear t 
us than that we received trom Heaven. irtue 
Bur as all Men are not equally fond of Lite, fi 
neither are they equally ſenſible to the Impreſfiioulord 
of Glory. That noble Paſſion is indeed ſtampt upm(ſour v 
all our Hearts: but Imagination and Education mou Crox 
it a thouſand various ways. 1 = 
Tus Difference which is obſervable betwenMiyt: 
Men and Man, is yet more ſo between Nation zu 
Nation. TE OP „0 
. Ir may be laid down as a Maxim, that in every Stu 
the deſire of Glory encteaſes and decays with the chor 
berty of the Subject: Glory is never ts Companio imſe! 
of Slavery. 8 is Ser 
A Man of Good Senſe {aid to me tother Day: Ve cap: 
are in many Reſpects much more free in France than iti 
in Perſia; and accordingly we are much fonder of f a w 
Glory. This happy Deluſion makes à Frenchna 
perform with pleaſure and reliſh, what your Sula inc i: 
obtains from his Slaves only by ſetting eternally in bym 
their view Rewards and as eng I *1:t 
THEREFORE among us the Prince is jealous pon 
the honour of the meaneſt of his Subjects. There t With el 
the moſt ſolemn Tribunals for maintaining it: It isi Hp anc 
Sacred Treaſure of the Nation, and the only one Wiſisſid 
which.the King is not Lord of; for he could not be imo 
without running counter to his own Intereſt. So that y;! 
if a Subject finds himſelf touch'd in his honour even Cook 
by his Prince, eitherby an unjuſt Preference, or the N diff 
leaſt Mark of Contempt; he immediately leaves h 
Courtand his Service; and retires to his own Eſtate. Par 
He goes on. | | 
Fk E difference between the French Troops and 
ours is, that the one being compoſed of gone bit 
laves — Cowards, can get over the fear of | 
Death only by the Terror of greater Torments , which Nats: 
produces in the Soul a new kind of Horror, which "ay 
makes it in a manner ſtupid ; Whereas the * 


- 
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hich is above it. * E 
BuT the Sanctuary of Honour, Reputation and 
irtue ſeems to be placed in Republicks, and in thoſe 


Vord, his Country. At Rome, Athens and Sparta, ho- 
our was the only Reward for the moſt ſignal Services; 
Crown-ot Oak-leaves or Laurel; a Statue; an In- 


ty taken, | T6: 
Jun R E a Man that had performed a noble Action: 
bought himlelf ſuffi ciently recompenſed in the Action 
772 He could not ſee one ot his Countrymen; 
without teeling the inward ſatisfaction of knowi 
imſelf his Benefactor: He reckoned the N . 
is Services by that of his Fellow- citizens. Any Man 
capable of doing a piece of Service to another Man; 
ut it is omewhatDivine to contribute to the happineſs 
CawholeSocietyc/! 7 i r t Lit e 
Zu r muſt not this noble Emulation be entirely Ex- 
inct in the Heart of yaur Perſians, among whom Em- 
loyments and Dignities flow. only from. the Monarch's 
aprice? Reputation and Virtue are there looked 
pon to be mere-imaginary Notions, unleſs. attended 


pand die. One that has the public Eſteem wholly o 

side, is not ſure of not being diſhonoured eternally 
v. morrow: One Day beholds him General of an Ar- 
7 che next perhaps the Tyrant debaſes him into his 


dok; and he has no other Praiſe to aim at, but that 
diſuing up a nice Nagod. O01 8: ay, 261: $2 $141 1% Bit 


1 i» LL VIV. - SW 15-4 \ 
Paris, the 15th of the Man 
Gemmadi 2, 1715. 
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anger with Delight, and baniſh Fear by a Satisfaction 
ates where a Man may with ſafety prononnce the 


iption, was an immenſereturn fora Battel won or a 


eee 


vith che Prince's favour, with which alone they | ring 
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LETTER ELXXXVIIT. 

Fer t batt ieee h ite 16 7 
1 A -Y I, Sau in ohg det aa 2 cl 
Jsbek to the ſame; | 
ba to the ſame, at Smirna. 


R OM: this gens ons which the French Ny 
tion, have for Glory, there has ſprung up in thy 
Minds of the People a Thing which I know not what 
make of, called the point of honour :. It is propeth 
the Charter of every Profeſſion ;: but is more pte 
yailing the Soldiers; and there it is the Point of hy 
nour by way of excellence. It would be very hari 
to make thee conceive what it is; for we haye ng 
clear Ideas of it. u 
FORMERLY the French, and eſpecially the Nobi 
H. followed no other Laws but thoſe of this pointdf 
onour. Theſe regulated the whole Conduct of ibeit 
Lives; and they were ſo ſtrict, that it was a Penaly 
worſe than Death, not only to infringe, but even 0 
eyade, the leaſt Title of them. od 
-\W REN any difference happened, they preſcribe 
only one way ot Deciſion; namely the Duel, which 
cut off all Difhculties. But the worſt part of the Story 
is, that very often the Tryal was made between mort 
Parties than were really concerned in the Affair. 
LE a Man have ever ſo little Acquaimance with# 
nother, he was bound to take part in the Diſpute, and 
venture his Carkaſs as much as if he were himſelf i 

'xath.. He always thought himſelf honoured with 

kind a Choice, and ſo diſtinguiſhing a Preference: 
And one that would not have given à Man four N. 
ſoles to ſave him and his whole Family from the Gab 
lows, would make no Scruple to run ho Riſque of is 
Life for him a thouſand Times. 

TIA way of Tryal was ill contrived enough: Fot 
'becauſe one Man is ſtronger or more dextrous that 
another, it does not follow that he has the better Cauſe. 

THEREFORE the Kings have forbidden it upon 


very ſevere Penalties: But in vain; Honour, * 


iltalwayshave dominion, rebels and owns no Laws. 
$o that the French are in a State of great Violence 2: 
or on one Hand the Laws of Honour oblige a Man to 
venge himſelf if he is affronted: and on the other, 
uſtice inflicts the moſt cruel Puniſhments upon him 
or doing ſo, If you follow the Laws of Honour, 
ou loſe your Head upon a Scaffold: If thoſe of Ju. 


n: So that you have only the unbappy Choice ei 
er of dying or being unworthy to live. 17 
Paris, 18th of the Moon 1 

Gemmadi 2, 1715. 


LATIN r 
Usbek; s Nbedi, ar- Venice. 


HE Monarch that has reigned ſo- long is no 
more . He made Millions talk of him while 
telived; at his Death every Body was ſilent. Firm 
Ind Courazious in his laſt Moments, he ſeemed to yield 
o nothing but Deſtiny, Thus dyed the great Cha Aba 
iter having filled the whole Earth with his Fame. 
Do not imagine that this great Event put Men here 
dnly.upon making moralRefle&ions.Everyone began 
o think of his own Affairs, and to take all Advantages: 
pon this Change. The King, Great Grandſon to 
he deceaſed Monarch, bein but five. Years old; a 
prince, his Uncle, is declared Regent of the Kingdom 
THE late King made a Will, which limited the 
Regent's Authority, This wiſe Prince went to the Par- 
lament, and there laying open all the Prerogatives of 
ne Monarch, who ſeemed deſirous of out-living him» 
elt and of reigning even alter his Death. _ ; 


ThE Parliaments are like thoſe Ruins which we 


> Hedied the firſt of September, 1713. 
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trample under foot, but which yet recal the Men 
of fome Temple famous inthe ancient Religion of tl 
Nations. They ſeldom meddle now in any Thin 
more than the Diſpenfation of Juſtice; and their Ay 
thority will droop every Day more and more, unleſ 
ſome unforeſeen Accident ſhould reſtore it once mo 
to Life and Strength. Theſe great Bodies haye hu 
the common Fate of all: human Things : They hay 
ſubmitted to Time, which deſtroys every Thing to tt 
Corruption of Manners, which has weakened eyer 
Thing to the Supream Power, which has overthrow 
every Thing, | | 

Bum the Regent, to make himſelf acceptable 
the People, ſeemed at firſt to pay a Regard to this} 
mage of the public Liberty; and as if he intended lf 
raiſe from Earth both the Temple and'i the-1dol, be 
ſeemedto reſpect it as the ſupport of the Monarchy 
and the — of all HWI Authority. 


Paris, 4h. of the Moon. 
Regeb, 1715. 


Lire. 


Usbek to his Brother Santon, in the Monte 
1585 ftery of Casbin. 


13 CE my ſelf before thee; ſacred Santon, and 
throw my ſelf proſtrate on the Earth: I reſped 
the Print of thy Footſteps as the Apple of my Eſe 
Thy Sanctity is ſo great that thou ſeemeſt to have tt 
Heart of our Holy Prophet: Thy Auſterities ama 
even Heaven it ſelf: The Angels have beheld thee from 
the Pinacle of Glory, and have cried out: How 164 
flible he can be yet on Earth, when his Spirit is bete 
with us flying about the Throne which is ſupported uj 
ontheC ou ds: C 
How then ſhou'd I refrain from paying has 1 
| | | | phe 


l dre 2 
Perfian Leiters. 149 
oheſt Reverence, who have learnt from our Doctors 
at even the Infidel Derviſes have a mark of Holi- 


eyers; and that God has choſen to himſelf out of. all 
e Corners of the Earth, ſome Souls more pure than 
hers, which he has ſeparated from the impious 
Forld, to the intent that their fervent Prayers and 
ortifications may arreſt his Indignation juſt ready to 
| upon ſo many rebellious Nations! 

TRESEH Chriſtians tell Wonders of their firſt San- 
ons, who retired by thoufands into the frightful De- 


e ns of Thebais, and had for their Chiefs Paul, Anthony 
is Md Pacomus. If what they relate of them be itrue, 
du eir Lives are as full of Prodigies as thofe of our moſt 
|, efWoly Imaums., They ſometimes paſſed ten whole 


ears at a time without ſeeing the Face of a Man: But 
ey dwelt Night and Day with Dæmons; they were 
ceſſantly tormented by thoſe wicked Spirits: They 
und them in their Beds; at their Tables; no Place 
nas ſecure againſt them. If all this be true, moſt Re- 
erend Santon, it muſt. be owned that none in the 
orld ever kept worſe Company. 2 
es to be a natural Allegory repreſenting the wretched 
eſs of the State of Man. In vain do we ſeek Peace 
ven in the Deſart; Temptations ſtill purſue us; our 
aftions, deſcribed under the Notion of Dæmons, 
11 never let us reſt: thoſe Monſters of the Heart; 
ole Illuſions of the Mind; thoſe vain fantoms of 


Or fror and Falſhood, appear to us every Moment t 
15 ad us out of the right Path, and attack us in pe 
e the aſts and*Hair-clot Sz that is even in our great 


trength. | 


As for me, moſt venerable Santon, I know that the 
eſſenger of God has chained Satan and caſt him into 
e Abyſs; he hath purified the Earth once over-run 
th his Power, and made it an Abode fit for Angels 
nd Prophets. 5 ere 

* * A 
Paris, the 9th of Moon 05 l 
Chahban, 1715. 
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uE graver fort of Chriſtians look upon theſe Sto- 
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1 Perſian Letters. 
L ETTHE R XCI. 


+  Usbek 1e Rhedi, ar Venice. 


1 NEVER heard any Man talk oi the Law of N; 
1 tions, but he began with enquiring carefully why 
was the Origin of Society; Which I think ridicul 
It indeed Men formed no Societies; if they avoidel 
and fled from each other; then it wou'd be very nz 
ral to enquire the reaſon, and why they ſhould defin 


to keep aſunder: But as it is, they are eyen bor iu w. 
mutual Ties to each other: a Son is born near his BI 
ther, and continues with him: here is Society andthe ny w 
Cauſe of Society. | f dif 


Taz Law ot Nations is more ſtudied in Europe thay 
in Iſia: Yet the Paſſions of Prinees, the Patience d 
Nations, the Flattery of Authors, have corrupted ver 
the Principles of it. | reve 

Tuts Law, as it is now do@or'd, is a Science 
that inſtructs Princes how far they may violate Juſti A + 
without Prejudice to their own Intereſt, A gloriouw@cie: 
Deſign ! to harden their Conſciences by reducing [ay 
nit into a Syltem, by laying down Rules for the 
Practice,. by ſetling the Principles of it, and the etoa 
drawing Concluſions from them! 
 Fnx unlimited Power of our Sublime Sultans, 

which has no Rule but it felf, does not produce mor 
Monſters, than this baſe Art which ſtriyes to make 
Juſtice bend, tho' inflexible. | 2 

On wou'd imagine, Rhedj, there were two di- 
ferent Sorts of Juſtice : One to regulate the Aﬀaics d 
private Perſons, which reigns inthe Civil Law: Tit 
other to compoſe the Differences that ariſe between Mou! 

People and People; which plays the Tyrant in the 
Law of Nations as if the Law of Nations were dt 
an Eternal Civil Law not indeed of a particular Coutt 
try, but of the World. 5 21 

Fſhall be more particular with thee upon this Ha uſtie 
in another Letter. 

Paris, iſt of the Moon: . 114 
* of Tilhage, 1716. f Let: 
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L _ FF 
Usbek to the ſame. Bro. 


tizen and Citizen: Every Nation ought to do 


his ſecond diſtribution of Juſtice requires no Maxims 
ut what are uſed in the firſt, _ Vin HOT? op ot 
[BLSTWEEN Nation and Nation there is ſeldom 
y want of a third to be Umpire; becauſe the grounds 
f diſpute are almoſt always clear and caſy tobede- 
mined, ' The intereſts of two Nations are general» 
ſo far ſeparated, that it requires nothing but a true 
wer of Juſtice to find it out: There is no fear of 
revention in ones own Cauſe, ,54 +. * 
Ir is not the ſame with regard to the differences 
at ariſe between private Perſons, As they live in 
deiety, their intereſts are fo mingled and confounded 
ad there are ſo many different Sorts of them, that it 
neceſſary for a third Perſon to untangle what the Co 
ctoaſneſs of the Parties ſtrives to tie Knots in. 

THERE are but two Sorts of juſtifiable Wars 2 
u which we enter into for the repelling an Enemy 
hat attacks us; and that which we undertake in de- 
ence of an Ally that is attacked. 


THERE wou'd be no Equity i 


n making War upon 


rince or People that commited it. Thus, a Prince 
hou d not make War, for being denied ſome Honour 
which was his right, or for any diſreſpect to his Am- 
afſadors, or the like Trifles: No more than a private 
an ought to kill one that refuſes him the Wall. The 


ultice wherein the puniſhment ſfiou'd always bear 
oportion to the Fault; we ſhow'd conſider, Whether 
de Perſon we declare War againſt, is worry of: 


HE Magiſtrate ought to 8 berween Ci- | 


e ame between themſelves and another Nation, 


Prince's private Quarrel; unleſs'the Crime were of 
at heinous Nature as to deſerve the Death of the 


keaſon is, that as a declaration of War is an Act of 
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172 Perſian Letters. 
Death. For to make War upon any one, is to ſeek tt 
puniſh him with death. 8 
Tu x moſt ſevere Act of Juſtice in the Law of N. 

ons is War; its End being the deſtruction of Sociey 

REPRISALS are of the ſecond degree. To pr. 
__ the penalty to the Crime is a Method which ng 
Tribunal cou'd ever help obſerving. Poke 
A THIKkD Act of Juſtice is to deprive a Princed| 
the Advantages he reaps from our Commerce, {ii 
meaſuring, the Puniſhment by the Offence. 
T x x fourth Act of Juſtice, which ought to be atio 

molt frequent, is a Renunciation of the Alliance d 

the People againſt whom we haveCauſe of Complain 

This penalty is anſwerable to that of Baniſhment iz 

common Tribunals, which cuts off the Criminal fra 

Society. So a Prince whoſe Alliance we renounc 

is thereby cut off from our Society, and is no longs 

one of our Members. | 

! THERE can be no greater Affront done to aPrine 

than to renounce his Alliance, and no greater Hongy 

than to court it. There is nothing among Men more 
glorious nor more uſeful, than to have others conc 
ned and watchful for their preſervation, 

Bu r in order to make an Alliance binding, it mul 
be juſt : So that an Alliance made between two Nat 
ons to oppreſs a third, is not lawful, and may hond 

rably be broke. ; 4 

EI TEA does it become the Dignity and Re | | 
tation of a Prince to enter into an Alliance with a orf. 
tant. We read, that a certain Zgyprian King ſentii Not- 

reprehend the King of Samos for his Cruelty and If [1 

ranny. calling upon him to amend :. And upon his: k 

doing it, he gave him to know that he abjured iu | 

Friendſhip and Alliance. | [thy 

Taz Right of Conqueſt is no Right at all. A S 
ety can never be founded upon any thing but theft ds, 

Conſent of all the Members: if it is deſtroyed WW"? 

Conqueſt, the People are thereby freed from their. * 

Engagements: it Joes not make a new Society ; * 


* 
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the Conqueror goes about to do it, he acts the Ty- 
As to Treaties of Peace, they are never lawful when 
ey ordain a Ceſſion or Reparation more conſidera- 
le than the Damage done: This is mere Violence, 
d may at any time be N ſet aſide: Unleſs in 
der to recover what we have loſt, we are obliged to 
we recourſe to ſuch violent Methods as will create 
liſchiefs greater than the Adyantage ſought after. 
Tris, my dear Rhedi, is what I call the Law of 
ns, which may be called more properly the Law 
{ Reaſon. : NES | 


Paris, the 4th.of the Moon 
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= LETTER XCIII. 
The Chief Eunuch to Usbek, at Paris. 


| men out of the Kingdom of Viſapour: I have 
ought one for thy Brother the Governour of Mazen- 
ran, who about a Month ago ſent me his ſublime 
ommands and a hundred Tomans. a 

I HAVE the more Skill in Women becauſe they de 
ot ſurprize me, and my Eyes are not diſturbed by the 
lotions of my Heart, 5 WI 
IX VIER a ſo regular and ſo compleat a beaus 
: Her ſparkling Eyes enliven her whole Face, and 
eighten the Beauty of a Complection that may ſhame 
the Charms of Circaſſa. 
Tux chief Eunuch of a Merchant of pan wou'd 
ve purchaſed her from me: But ſhe diſdainfully 
pun'd his Sight, and ſeemed to court mine; as tho? 
he wou'd have me underſtand that a vile Merchant 


pore illuſtrious Husband. 


vo 


I cox 


HERE are arriv'd here a great many yellow Wo- 


4 not worthy of hex, and that ſhe was deſtin d for a 
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154 Perſian Letters. 
Iconræss te thee I am raviſhed with a ſeal Nn 
* delight when I think of the Charms of this loys 


Creature: I fancy I ſee herentring into thy Brother 
Seraglio: I pleaſe = ſelf with imagining the ſurpriſ 


anſ! 
me 
ate: 


of all his Women: The imperious Vexation of ſon 
the ſilent but more mournful Affliction of other 
the malicious pleaſure of thoſe who have no funde 
hopes; and the enraged ambition of thoſe who haj 
hopes ſtil}, 8 

I am travelling from one end of the Kingdom i 
Fother to change the Face of the whole Seraglo 
What Paſſions ſhall I provoke ! What Fears, uh 
Troubles am l preparing 

B v r yet all this inward Uneaſineſs ſhall not brei 

the outward Tranquillity: Great Revolutions {hall 
hid in the bottom of the Heart; Their vexation ſha 
be kept in, and their Joys reſtrained 2 Their Obej 
ence ſhall be no leſs exact nor the Rules'leſsſeyere 
Outward Mildneſs and Content ſhall ſhew its ſelf erg 
in inward Rage and Deſpair... + 

Vs obſerve that the more Women we have i 
Charge, the leſs Trouble they give us. A gaeater g 
ceſlity. of pleaſing; leſs Convenience for caballing 
more Examples of ſubmiſſion ; All this ſtrength 
their Chains: One is a couſtant watch upon the pr 
ceedings of another: They ſeem to labour in conjund 
ion with us to make themſelves more dependent 
They do almoſt half our Duty for us, and open ol 
Eyes if wie are in danget of being deluded. In {bo 
they are eternally ſtirring up their Maſter againſt tl 
Rivals, not ſeeing that it is their own turn to be pul 
r "Lo 8 
Bur all this, Magnificent Lord, all this is nothi 
without the Maſter's preſence. What can we do il 
that vain Fantom of Authority which we have, fork 
is impoſſible to communicate the whole? Wen 
faintly repreſent" one half of thy felt: We can i 
them nothing but an odious ſeverity. Thou ming 
Fear with Ilope; more abſolute when thou carr 


than when thou threateneſ. 
N 8 - REIVS 


Perſian Letter. tie 
AKsruxn then, Mighty Lord, return to theſe 
anſions, and fhew the Marks of thy Sovereignty, 
\me and give eaſe to Paſſions almoſt grown deſpe- 
ate: Come and remove all excuſe. for going aſtray: 
me and quiet Love, who begins to murmur, and 
uke Duty it ſelf agreeable : Come laſtly, and re- 
eye thy taithful Eunuchs from a Burden which grows 
very day hea vier and heayier. 7 $40 
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ez moſt knowing Derviſe, whoſe curious 
Mind is reſplendent with ſo many Parts of Sci- 
ce, hearken to What I am going to ſay to thee. 
THERE are Philoſophers here who indeed have 
ot attained to the ſummit of the Oriental Wiſdom: 
bey have never been caught up to the Throne of 
ght: They have neither heard the ineffable Words 


eſounding at Conlorts of Angels; nor felt the 
V 


Laptures of 4 ine Fury : But left to themſelves de- 
rived of holy Aids they follow in ſilence theFootſteps 
„ ie oh 
Tu ov can'ſt not imagine how far this Guide has 
dthem. They have dived into Chaos, and by-a 
lain mechaniſm unfolded the Order of the Divine 
tchitecture. The Author of Nature gave motion 
p Matter; There required no more to produce this 
Raloue Variety of Effects which we behold in the 
niverſe. | Ea ODS 
5 er common Legiſlators propoſe Laws for the 


egulation of human Societies; Laws as ſubje& to 
jg change 
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Change as the Minds of thoſe who contrive them, an; 
of the Nations that obey them: Theſe Men talk 0 
none but Laws, general, immutable, eternal; which u e 
obſery'd withour any the leaſt exception, with infinig 
— tegularity and readineſs, in the immenſe E 

e. £1 T4 1:43 7 * 1 E en 
Aud what doſt thou think, O Man Divine, d 
theſe Laws are? Thou perhaps imagineſt that enter 
ing into the Councils of the Eternal, thou ſnalt b. 
ſtruck with Amazement at the ſublimity of dee 
Myſteries, thou deſpaireſt beforehand of Concei 
ing: Thou expeCteſt only to admire, | 

u r thou wilt ſoon be undeceived: They do 1 
dazzle us with a falſe reſpect: Their ſimplicity h 
made them long miſundefſtood: And was not 
after ſtudious Reflections that their fruitfulneſs an 
extenſi veneſs came to be found out. 
FT uxù firſt Law is, that all Bodies tend in righi Line 
unleſs they meet with ſome Obſtacle that turns then 
out of their way: And the ſecond, which is but th 
reſult ot the former, is, that all Bodies which tn 
round a Centre, ſeek to fly from it, becauſe thefu 
ther it is from that Center the more the Line which 
moves in approaches to a right Line. 
HERE, ſublime Dervite, is the Key of Nature 
Here are fruitfulPrinciples from which they draw Cor 
ſequences beyond all imagination, as I will ſhew thee 
„„ ß 
_ - PF nx knowledge of five or fix Truths has file 
their Philoſophy with Wonders, and has enabled eu 
to perform more ftupezdous Miracles than are relay. 
ot our Holy Prophets, 547 eee 


Fox inſh-rt, 1 am ſatisfied there is none of ou 
Doctors but would have been ſtrangely puzzled, if h 
had been required to weigh in a balance allthe 4 + - 
which ſurrounds the Earth; or to meaſure all the Wi 

ter which falls ina Year upon its ſurface; or that vou 
have known what to anſwer, if he liad been asked Nin 
many Leagues Sound travels in an Hour, or what in: 
2 3 8; * f þ FN; 272 Raten : \ aRg very 
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Ray of Light takes in its Paſſage from the Sun to us? 
How many Fathom it is from hence to Saturn? What 
Curve a Ship mult be cut into, to be the beſt Sailer that 
in poſſibly be made? l 
PERHAPS if ſome Divine Man had embelliſhed. 
he Works of theſePhiloſophers with lofty and ſublime 
preſſions; if he had filled them with bold Figures 
nd myſterious Allegories; he would have compoſed 
Work inferior to nothing but the Holy Alcoran, 
Tx T if l may venture to tell thee my real Thoughts; 
im not fond of the Gyurative Style. There is in our 
leoran a vaſt number of puerile Things, which 
fllappear to me to be what they are, notwithſtand- 
to they are heightened by the Force and Energy of 
Language: At firſt it ſeems as it the inſpired Books 
te nothing but the divine ideas expreſſed in human 
anguage: On the contrary, in our ſacred Writings, 
b de find the Language of God, and the ideas of Men; 
tit out of au admirable Caprice, God had dictated 
de Words, and Man found the Thoughts. | 
Tuo wilt ſay, perhaps, I ſpeak too freely of 
Mtis ſo Holy among us: Thou wilt take it to be the 
ffect of the heentiouſneſs tolerated in this Country. 
o, thanks be to Heaven, my Mind has not corrupted 
+ wh and as long as I live, Haly ſhall be my 
rophet. | 


Paris, the 13rh of rhe Moos 
Chaban, 1716. 
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| HERE is not in the World a Country where For- 
dune is ſo inconſtant as in this. There happen 
Very ten Tears Revolutions which plunge che rich 
3t | I : | Man 
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Maa into beggary, and exalt the poor Man with rapil 
Wingsto the heigth of Riches, The one is amazed 
at his poverty; che other, at his Wealth. The new 
Rich Man admires the Wiſdom of Providence; the 
poor Man, the blind Caprice of Deſti g. 

THOSE that collect the Tributes, ſwim in the 
midſt of Treaſures: There are very few Tanzaluſy 
among them: Yet they come into this Employment 
from the loweſt wretchedneſs : They are deſpiſed 
like the Dirt while they are poor; when they are rich 
they are eſteemed well enough: And they tick at no- 
thing to obtain this Eſteem, | e 

Tu Ev are at preſent in terrible Circumſtances, 
There is a Court juſt eſtabliſhed called The Cham ber 
Juſtice, becauſe it is to ſtrip them of their ill- gottes 
Eſtates. They can neither transfer nor conceal thei 


Wealth; for they are obliged to make an exact Con- 1 
feſſion of it upon pain of Death : So that they ai" 
forced to paſs a very narrow ſtrait, I mean between inte 


their Lives and their Money, To heighten their good”) 
fortune, there is a Miniſter well known for his Wit 
that honours them with his rallery ; and is pleaſay 
upon all the deliberations of the Council, We vey tie 
ſeldom hear of a Miniſter of State inclined to make te t® VO 
People at all merry; and we ought to own our Oblige 
tions to this, for undertaking it. ons 
T at Body of Footmen is of more honour in Fra 
than any where elle; it is a Seminary of great Men; 
it fills up the Vacancies that happen in all theothe 
States. The Members of it preſently take the Places 
; of all Miniſters that prove unfortunate, all Magiltaus 
that are ruined, or Gentlemen that drop in War: Au 
when they are not ſufficient to fill them in theirom 
Perſons, they lift up ee. Families by means of ide 
mp, who are like a Sort of Dung, which tattt 
Lands that are otherwiſe ſtony and dry, 5 
Mx dear 1bben, I am never weary of admit 
Providence in her Method of diſtributing Riches: 
ſhe had granted them only to good Men, they woul 
not have been ſufhcigntly diſtioguilhed from: ir 
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f, and we ſhould never have known the vileneſs of 

Wm. But when we examine what Sort of People 
te moſt loaded with them; by deſpiſing the Rich, we 
tlength come to have a Contempt for Riches, 


"8 Paris, 26th, of the Moon : 
Maharram, 1717. 

| 4 — 
1 

LL BT TIN XVI. 


M Rica t Rhedi, at Venice. 

HE en changes of Faſhion among the French 
6 | are ſurpriſing. They have forgot how they dreſt 
summer; they know leſs bow they ſhall dreſs next 


inter: But above all it is impoſſible to conceive 


; oy much it coſts a Husband to keep his Wite in Fa- 


Vu ax would it ſignify to give thee an exact deſ- 
ription of their Habit and Ornaments? A new faſhi- 
nwould ſpoil my Account, as it does their Cloaths; 


K nd before thou hadſt received my Letter al} would be 


tered, | | 
AWoman that leaves Paris to ſpend fix Months 
the Country, comes home as antiquated as if ſhe 
ad been there thirty Years. The Son does not know 
e bicture of his own Mother, ſo ſtrange the Dreſs 
ewas drawn in is now grown: He takes it to be the 
ture of ſome American, or only a Groteſque Crot- 
bet of the Printer's, 2. bs 


aſt heighth, and then a ſudden Revolution takes it 
own again as faſt : There was a Time when its im- 
tenſe loftineſs left the Face of a Woman in the mid- 
e of her body. At another time, the Feet were got 


SOMETIMES the Head-dreis riſes by degrees to a 


ther: The Heels were a Sort of Pedeſtals that rai- 
the Women into the Air, Who will believe = 
| Hs ; 511 
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the Architects are often forced to raiſe, lower and yj 
den the Doors as the Women's Preſs either ſhrinks, 
enlarges itſelf; and the Rules of their Art are become 
ubjeck to their Fancies: Sometimes you ſhall (ee 
prodigious Quantity of Patches upon their Faces; and 
next Day they all diſappear again. Formerly the We 
men had Shapes and Teeth : now they don't mint 
them, In this changeable Nation, let the Criticfy 
What he will, the Daughter is formed differently fro 
the Mother. 

Ir is the ſame with their Manners and way of ly 
ing, as with their Faſhions : The French change the 
Cuſtoms with the Age of their King. I know not bit 
their Monarch my even make this very People 
grave, if he went about it. The Prince communici 
his Character to the Court, the Court to the City, the 
City to the Country. The King's Soul is a Mould hid 
gives ſhape to all the reſt. 


| 12 
Paris, 8th of the Moon +. 
W Nr JU fs tb 16 firſt k 
7 IS 2 | nd 1 
. 11 7 112.26 | 1 "1 
LETTER XCVII. 

5 PE An 

: Rica zo the ſame. | 


JVuàor to thee Yother Day about the prodigonWnd t 
1 inconſtancy of the French in their Faſnions: 1 
it is inconceivable, to what a Degree they are fond 
them; they are the Rules by which they judge of en 
Thing done hy other Nations: They call ere! 
thing to this Standard: Every thing foreign appear 
them tidiculous. I confeſs to thee I cannot maket 
| Madneſs for their Cuſtoms agree at all with the Inco 
ſtancy with which they change them almoſt daily. 1g 
WHEN IL tell thee that they deſpiſe every Tluſſſſen, 
foreign, I ſpeak only of Trifles :-For in things of fr 
ſequence, they appear diffident of themſelyes, e Py 
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p their own leſſening. They ſeem very ready to own 
that other Nations are wiſer, provided they are but al- 
ow ed to de the beſt dreſſed, They are willing to ſub= +. 
ect themſelves to the Laws of a rival People, if the 
French Peruke- makers may but be the Legiſlators as 
o the Shape of foreign Perukes. Nothing appears 
othem ſo glorious, as to ſee their Cooks govern from 
orth to South; and the Decrees of their Tireẽwomen 
ſerved in all the Toilets in Europe,  ,* 
W1THtheſe noble Advantages,” what ſignifies it if 
eir good Senſe be imported to them from abroad, 
andif they do borrow from their Neighbours every 
Thing that concerns both their political and civil Go- 
ernment; * es — 7 

Wro would think that the moſt antient and potent 
Kingdom in Europe ſhould have been governed for a- 
bove ten Ages by Laws not calculated for them? Had 
e French been conquered, it had been natural e- 
tough : But they are the Conquerors. 5 
Tur have deſerted the old Laws made by their 
fiſt Kings in the general Aſſemblies of the Nation 7 
nd what is moſt fingular, the Roman Laws which 
bey have adopted in their Noom, were parily made 
and partly collected by Emperors who were contem- 
porary with their own Legiſlators. or "70 
An p to make their Theft compleat, and that they 
night get all their Good - ſenſe at other People's coſt 

7 have naturalized all the Conſtitutions of Popes, 
and thereof made a new Part of their Law, a new 
r ͤ ˙L TOW ⅛— 
Ir is true, of latter Days they have reduced into 
ting ſome Statutes of Cities and Provinces; but they 
ealmoſt every one borrowed from the Roman Law. 
\ Tr1s Multitude of adopted and naturalized Laws 
ſo great, that it almoſt equally oppreſſes both Juſtice 
and the Judge. But theſe Voſumes, of Laws are no- 
hing in compariſon of that dreadful 9 
len, Commentators, Compilers: People as weak i 
Sought as ſtrongin Numbers 
; Fs is not all. Theſe foreign Laws have intro: 
13 duced 
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duced Formalities, which are a Scandal to human Re 
ſon, It wou'd be a difficult Queſtion to reſolve, whe 


ther Formality did moſt Miſchief by creeping into Layout 
or into Phyſic : whether ſhe has committed moſt Dceive 
vaſtation under the Lawyer's Gown, or under the PlyMyery | 
ſician's broad-brim'd Hat; and whether ſlie has ruindMalk a 
morePeople in the one, than ſhe has killed in the othe need 
Paris, 12th, of the Moon t Pai 
Saphar, 1717, ] 


LzeTTER XCVIII. 
Usbek 70 # # * 
T HEY talk of nothing here but the Conflituth 
I went t'other Day into a Houſe, where thefidl 


Man 1 caſt my Eyes upon was a great fat Man with 
ruddy Countenance, that was ſaing with a loud Voice 


to ſee you ſo often, to write a better. Well rea givii 
then, replied he, and you will be let more into the Frie 
matters in a Quarter of an Hour, than if Iwere tou, M 
to you two Hours together, Thus he tried to ayoiddl 
tering into Conyerſation, and ex poſin ther 
cy. But finding himſelt cloſe preſſed, lib] 
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ſently eried out, nay, but it ts certain; we have ſo ad- 
judged it, and we are infallible Judges. And how came 
you: to be infallible Judges, ſaid 1? Do you not per- 
ceiye, ſaid he, that the Holy Ghoſt enlightens us! Tis 
yery lucky t hat ĩt is ſo, anſwered; for if you always 
talk as you have done all this Day, I am ſure you have 
need enough of Light, 


Paris, 1875 of the Moon 
Rebiab 1, 1717. 


_ 8 * 


LE TT EA XCIX. 
i Usbek 70 Ibben, at Smirna. 


"HE moſt potent States in Europe, are the Empire, 
France, Spain, and England, Italy and good Part of 
Germany are divided into a great Number of petty 
States whole Princes are, properly ſpeaking, the Mar- 
yrs of Sovereignty. Our glorious Sultans have more 
Vives, than moſt of thoſe petty Princes have Subjects. 
Thoſe of Zraly, who are not ſo united as thoſe of Ger- 
many, are more to be pitied : Their Dominions are o- 
penlike ſo many Caravanſerails, where they are obli- 
ged to lodge their firſt Comers: they are therefore un- 
der a Neceſſity of adhering to tome great Prince, and 
giying him a ſhare rather of their Fears than their 
Frien (hip, WT nid 1 k 
Mosr of the Governments in Europe are Monar- 
chic; or rather, called ſo : for 1 know nov whether 
there were ever any ſuch in reality: At leaſt it is impoſ- 
lible they ſhon'd fubſiſt long: It is a ſtate of Violence, 
and always falls into a def; ical Government or into a 
Republic: The Power can never be equally divided 
between the Prince and the People: The Equilibrium 
is too gifficult to reſerve: The Power muſt diminiſh 
on one (ide, while (wencgealen onthe other: But 14 
of 4 ad- 
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advantage generally happens on theſideof the Prince, . 


who is at the Head of the Armies. | | 
Ax p accordingly the Power of the European Kin 
is very great, and one may venture to ſay, as great 
they pleaſe to make it: But they do not ftretchith 
far as our Sultans: Firſt, becauſe they wou d not ſhoc 
the Manners and Religion of their Subjects. Secondy, 
becauſe it is not their Intereſt to carry ii ſo far. 
Nor RHI s brings down a Prince fo near tothe 
Condition of his Subjects, as exerciſing an extrayz 
gant Power over them: nothing expoſes them ſo m 
to the Turns and Caprices of Fortune. 
TB Cuſtom they uſe of cauſing all that offend 
them to be put to Death upon the leaſt ſignal, oer. 
throws the Proportion which ought to be kept between 
the Faults and the Puniſnments, which is ia a Manner 
the Soul of a State, and the Harmony of an Empire! 
and this Proportion being ſcrupulouſly obſervedby try 
Chriſtian Princes, gives them an infinite Adyantage 


above our Sultans. : Nes 
A Perſian who either «4 Imprudence or Misfortms, el 
Das drawn upon himſelf the Diſpleaſure ot his Prince nd 7 


ſure of Death: the leaſt Fault or the leaſt Captig 
drings him into this Caſe. But if he had attempt par 
che Life of his Sovereign; if he had gone about to be 
tray his ſtrong Towns to the Enemy; he cod till bu 
Joſe his Life: Therefore he runs no greater riſquei 
thĩs laſt caſe than in the firſt. ie eee 
| $0 that upon the leaſt Diſpleaſure finding Death un 
gvoidable, and having nothing worſe to fear, he 
naturally inclined to diſturb the Peace of the State 
and to conſpire againſt his Sovereign; this being ide 
only Refuge he has left. b eee e 7 2 

Ir is not ſo with the — Men in Europe, who loſt 
nothing by being diſgraced, but the good-will aud Nn. 
Favour of their Prince: They retire from Court, al T, 
think of nothing but enjoying's quiet Life and the Al. 
vantages of their Birth. As they ſeldom forfeit thei 
Livesber for High-Treaſon; they are fearful of belly 
drawn into it, coufidering how much they have 10 
* * | loſe 
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boſe, and how litile to gain: Which is the reaſon that 0 
here we ſeldom ſee Rebellions, or Kings deſtroyed by 1 
deln Dab ef nh ro 4 
Ax in the unlimited Authority our Princes poſlefs, Jo 
they. did not uſe ſo many Precautions to guard their . 
Lives, they wou'd none of them live a Day; and if pn 
"Whey did nor keep in pay au infinite number of Troops 110 
o tyrannize over the reſt of their Subjects, their Em- 0 
ire wou d not ſubſiſt a Month. a Fi 
lr is not above four or five Ages ago, that a K ing # 
f France took Guards, contrary to the Cuſtom of hl 
hoſe Days, to ſecure himſelf from ſome Ruffians that $41 
We: petty Prince in Aſia had ſent to murder him: Till we 
ben, Kings had lived quiet in the midſt of their Sub- 11 
eas, like Fathers in the midſt of their Children. 15 
WW T4 0' the Kings of France cannot of their own Mo- 7 
on take away the Life of any of their Subjects, like Pg 
= Sultans; yet they have Power of Mercy towards » RI 
| all Criminals. It is fufficientthata'Man'has been haps 1 
py enough to ſee the auguſt Countenance of his Sove- 14 
reign, - To blot out all his Crimes. Theſe Monarchs 1 
elke the Sun, who cheers every thing with Warmth i 6 | 
Wind Life, £ "Powe 1 
| . . $408 
Paris, 8th of the Moon ' : 4 bak 
1 Rebiab 2, 177. * | a 
| FDD . 3 3 | 1h” 


| L ET T E R G.i- 
| Usbek to the ſame. 


o purſue the Thought of my laſt Letter, hear 
hat a good ſenſible European ſaid to me t᷑ qther 


ay. Eg | 3 
Tux worſt Method the Princes of A4fia eou'd take, 
is to hide themſelves as they do. They think to win 
the more Reſpe& by ſo doing: But they win Reſpe&- 
lor the Royalty and hot for the King; and taftens the | 
8 15 Minds 
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Miads of their Subjects to a certain Throne, andnolf . ge 


to a certain Perſon, r 1 
T Her inviſible Power which holds the Gover and 
ment, is always the ſame with regard to-the People \ 


Tho ten Kings, whom they know only by name, hay, 
their Throats cut one after another; they feel no diff. 
rence : It is juſt as if they were governed ſucceſliye 
by Spirits. | 

Ir the deteſtable Parrieide of our Great K ing He 


the Fourth had ſtruck his Knife into the Heart of 2 h 
Indian King; becoming then immediately Maſter d 
the Royal Signet and of an immenſe Treaſure, which — 


wou'd ſeem to have been heap'd up on purpoſe fe 
him, he would have taken peaceable Poſſeſſion of the 
Reigns of the Empire, and no Man wou'd ever hae 
thought of enquiring for his King, or his Family au 
Children. 25 a 

W wonder there ſhould never happen any Change 
in the Eaſtern Governments; and Why is it? duke 
cauſe they are tyrannical and terrible. 

CHAN GEVãͤ can never be brought about, buteeithet 
by the Prince, or by the People: but there, the Prince 
will be ſure never to deſire any ſuch thing, becaule in 
the high Degree of Power he enjoys, he has ever 
Thing he can wiſh for; ſo that any Change muſt beto 
his Prejudice. Ws | 

As tothe Subjects, if any of them forms a De. 
ſign, he eannot execute it upon the State: Todotha 
he muſt have ſome force immediately to counterbal- 
lance a formidable Power, and which is always the 
only one: he wants Time to do this, as well as Means: 
but he can ſtrike at the Source of all this Power; aul 
for that he needs nothing but an Arm and Moment. 

TxEt Murderer mounts the Throne, While the Mo- 
narch falls down from it, and expires at his Feet. 

A Malcontent in Earope contrives to hold ſome pre 
vate Intelligence; to go over to the Enemy; togtt 
ſome ſtrong Place into his Hands; to raiſe ſome vain 
Murmurs among his fellow-Subjects. A Malcontent 
{a 4a aims directly at the Priuce, ans rg: 

F e eltroſ5 
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deſtroys; he blots out his very Memory; in an In- 
ant; both Slave and Lord; in a Moment, Ulurper 
td Lamithe.: ch nol ant ts | 

MM Wa E TCE» the King who has but one Head; he 
1" ſeems to collect all his Power ypon that, only to ſhew 
el the firſt ambitious Villain, the Place where to ſtrike at 
a it and ſeize it. 


7 | Paris, the 13th of the Moon 
al : Rebiab 23 1717. 


* 
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_ TE R CI. 
To the ſame. 


8 L the Nations in Europe are not under equal ſub - 
A jection to their Princes: For Inſtance, the impa- 
tient Humour of the Engliſh never gives the King Lei- 
{ure to extend: his Authority: Submiſſion and Obedi- 
ence are Virtues they very little value themſelves upon. 
They hold very extraordinary Opinions about this Ar- 
dale. According to them, there is but one Tie that 
has any Effect upon Men, which is that of Gratitude : 
6 A Husband, a Wife, a Father, a Son, are bound to 
each other by nothing but either-the Love they bear 
bo each other, or mutual Services and Benefits: And 
del beſe various Motives of Acknowledgmentare the O- 

rigin of all Kingdoms and all Societies. 
10 Burif a Prince, inſtead of endeavouring to make 
his Subjects happy, ſtuaies only how to oppreſs and de- 


b. oy them; the Foundation of Obedience ceaſes; 
nothing ties, nothing obliges them to him; and they 
„ eturn to their natural Liberty. They maintain that no 
it unlimited Power can be lawful, becauſe it could ne- 
aver have a lawful Beginning. For we cannot, ſay they, 


Live to another more Power over us than we have o- 
eder our ſelyes: For Inſtance, we cannot touch our 


they, can have ſuch a Power. Hiss: 


own Lives, no Man upon Earth therefore,:conclude- 
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Hren Treaſon, according to them, is nothing but 
a Crime committed by the Waker againſt the Strong. 
er, by diſobeying him, let him diſobey him in what 
way he will. And aceordingly the Pee ple of England, 
happening to prove the ſtronger in a Contention wich 

one of their Kings, declared ĩt to be High Treaſon in 

Prince to make War upon his Subjects. They hape 
very good reaſon therefore to ſay, that the Precepts un 
their Alcoran, which enjoyns obedience to the pop. 
ers, is not very hard to follow, ſince they cannot help 
following it if they would; in as much as it is not to 
the eee that they are Bound to ſũbmit, bu 
to the Strongeſt. „ 

THE En del you, that onclof their Kings hay. 
ing overcome and taken a Prince that rebelled againk 
him, and diſputed the Crown with him, and upbraid 
ing him with his Treachery and Perfidiouſneſs : It has 
been decided but a Moment; anſwered:tKeunfortunae 
Prince, whichot us two the Tray tor. 

An Uſurper declares all to be Redels,: that liave not 
oppreſſed their Country like himſelf: and thinking 

there are no Laws where he fees no Judges, forces Rt. 
ſpect as to the Decrees of Heaven, to the blind Caprice 
ol Chance and Fortune 


* * : 


N 5 ien 
Paris. 2oth of the Moon  ' © pI EY 
4 . ; _ Fe 4 0 1 
Rebiaba, m. f 0 0 440 
* 2 er 343 batt deen u tO 593 554508 
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LIzTT EZ A CII. 
1 110 F * * 
Rhec ĩ 20 Usbek, at Paris. 
— * 


H O talkeſt much to me in one of thy Letters, 
2 of the Sciences and Arts cultivated in the Weſt: 
thou wilt take me for a Barbarian, in what I am going 
to ſay: but I am doubifu} whether the Advantage 
drawn from them, be a fafficient Recompence 0 
Mank ind for the i uſe which they are daily put to- 1 


ut 


at 
l 


FONT 
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1 have heard that the ſingle Invention pf Bombs, 
coſt all the Nations in Eerope their Liberty. The Prin- 
ces finding it no longer fate to truſt the Guard of Towns * 
to the Citizens, Wh at the firſt Bomb would have ſur- 
rendered; thetice made an Excuſe for keeping on foot 
great Bodies of regular Troops, "wing which they af- 
terwards enſlaved their Subjects. . ©2441 le 

Tnov knoweſt that ſince the Invention of Gun- 
powder, there is no Place impregnable: that is to ſay, 
Uibek, there is no longer any Afylum upon Barth againſt 
Injuſtice and Violence, | 
often FTegr At MYETAYENTON WIN 
be found © % ſhorter way todeſtroy Mankind, and 
todepopula ole Nations and whole Kingdoms. 

Tho v haſt read the Hiftorians; reflect ſerioufly , 
upon them ; chen 


wilt find tlat almoſt all Mö narchies 
were founded upon nothing but the ignorance of the 
Arts: and were deſtrayed only by their bei ig tod | 
cultivated. - The antient Empire of Perſia is a du 
Inſtance to us d this Trim. 0 7H ne! Fe 

I have not been long in Exropel: [Rat Aihave often 
heard wiſe Men talk of the Ravages ob Ghytniftrys ſit 
ſeems to be a fourth Scourg which ruins Mankind, and 
deſtroys them in particular, but continually; while 
War, Plague and Famine cutthem off in general, but 
by fi. %% Hr Fl,, αοιε 2H 


VA baye we gained by the Cempaſs, and the 


cation of their Diſtempers rather than of their Riches? 
Gold and Silver were: before [eſtabliſhed by:a general 
Agreement to cbe the Price ot lll Merchatdizes, and 
the meaſure of their Value, becauſe thoſe Mettals were 
ſcarce and unfit for all other Uſes: what Benefit was it 
to us then, that they ſnould grow more common, and 
that to ſhew the Vaſue di any Commodity. we ſhould 
have two pr three Signs inftead of one? This was on- 
y an Intonveuienoe. % hond 29“ eien n! 
y v on the other hand, this Invention has been ter- 
ribly r tothe Countries ;newly:diſcavtreds 
Whole Nations have been maſſacreed tt and thoſe —— 
4 Ws | ve 


diſcovery. of ſo new Nations, butficommuni. 
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lave eſcaped Death, are reduced to ſb eruel a Slaye 


. tat the very Relation makes the Muſſulmans tremhl. 
Hay v Ignorance ofthe Sons of Ma homer Charm 


ing ſimplicity, beloved by qur holy Prophet! thoy ; 


- ways recalleſt to my Mind the plain boneſty of anten 


times, and the Peace which dwelt in the Hearts of 9 
firſt Fathers. i PP 1138 | 


. -- Venice, 2d of the Alon 
Bins Rhamazan, 1717 Fete 


— 


— 
eL N n Ci. 
Vsbek, tv Rhedi, at Venice. 


TT HER: thou doſt not think what thou ſayeſt;o 
L elſe thou acteſt beiter than thou thinkeſt. Tho 
haſt left thy Country for the ſake of Knowledge, au 
thou deſpiſeſt all I ion ;: Thou travelleſt for. iy 
'Accompliſtmem imo æ Country where the: polite krs 
are cultivated, and thou lookeft upon them to be pe. 
nicious. What ſhall I ſay to thee, Rhedi? l agree vi 
thee more than thou doſt with thy ſell. 

_ Hasr thou thorowly reflected upon the barbarow 
and · vyretehed State to which the lots of; the Arts woll 
ſinle us? Pherd is nd need of imagining it: wen 
ſee it. There are yet Nations upon Earth, amo; 


whom an Ape tolerably well taught, might live vid 


Honour : He woälde be mich upon a Level with te 
reſt of the Inhabitants: They would: not even think 
bim an odd Fellow, nor at alb whimſical: He wol 
fs muſter as well as any ot them, and for ougit| 

now be diſtinguiſned above the reſt by his Politeneſt 
Tuo ui ſayeſt that the Founders at Empires hae 
almoſt generally been ignorant of the Arts. Ido nt 
deny bx that a barbarous Nation may like, an impcii- 
dus Torrent overtprrad the face of the: Earth and v i 
the ſavage Armies ruſh in upon: the beſt e 
Ve ing: 
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MM Kingdoms: but take heed they either learnt the Arts 


Lom the People they conquered, or obliged that Pea- 
le to practiſe them for them: Without this their Pow- 
er would have gone away like the grumbling of 
Thunder and Tempeſts - N 

r uo v art afraid, thowſayeſt, ſome other way of 


Deſtruct ion will be found out more terrible than that 
already in uſe. No; if a fatal vention ſhould be 
hit upon, it would quickly be forbidden by the-Law;of 
Nations, and. the unanimous conſent of Mankind 
would ſoon. cruſh ſuch a Diſcovery :-It is not the in- 
tereſt of Princes to make Conqueſts by ſuch Methods .: 
They want Subjects, and not Lands. 71 N. 


Txov complaineſt of the Invention of Gun pow. 
der and Bombs: 'Fhou art grieved that now there is 
no Place impregnable; :hat is, indeed, thou art grie- 
ved that Wars fhould be ſooner determined now than 
they were formerly. þ 1 r 2 446T 
Thou muſt have obſerved; from thy reading in 
Hiſtory, that ſince the Invention of. Gun- pow 


1 Battels are much leſs bloody than they uſed io be, be- 
| Y cauſe now there is hardly ever any. ſuch. Thing as 
«fl <'ole Fights, 


Ax tho? in ſome. one particular Caſe an Art 
ſhould be prejudicial; is that a ſufficient Reaſon for 
rejecting it? Poſt thow believe, Rhedi, that the Reli- 


0 


il gion which our Holy fer down from Hea- 
ea, is pernicious, becauſe it ſhall one Day ſerve to 
m EG afound the perfidious Chriſtians? 4 

WF Thou fancieſt that the Arts make PeopleEFeminate; 
te and thereby occaſion the fall of Empires... Thou nieny 
1 WF neſt the ruin of that of the ancient Perſians, which 
vas the Effect of their. Luxury: But this Inſtance is 
ul ar from being concluſive; fince the Greeks, who ſub- 


dued them, cultivated the Arts with infinitely, more dis 
lgence; than they did. | | 


ot il WE x. we ſay we ſay the Arts render Men Eſſemi⸗ 
att nate, we certainly do not ſpeak of the ſmaller; Num- 
vith ber who a ply. themſelves that way; ſince they are 


neyer in idleneſs, which of all Vices ſoftens the Cou- 
vage the moſt, Ws 


. 
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V therefore muſt mean only thoſe who enjoy the 
-Fruits of thoſe Arts: But as in a well governed State, 
thoſe who enjoy the Conveniencies of one Art are o. 
Kliged to cukivate anothet, upon pain of falling into 
ſcandalous Poverty: It follows that Idleneſs and Lux. er 
ury are incompatible with the Arts. 
Ox all the Cities in the World, Ik now not but Pa. 
ri is the moſt Senſual, and refines the moſt upon her Ncte 
Pleaſures; and yet perhaps no People live harder, To Ne 
eritertain one Man in Luxury, a hundred others muſt 
labour inceſſantly. A Woman takes it in her Headts WI!" 
ear at an Aſfembly in ſuch a Dreſs : From that I . 
Moment fifty Artifieers muſt bid adieu to Sleep, and 
hardly give themſelves time to Eat or Drink, She WM: 
commande, and is obeyed more ſuddenly than our gren "2" 
Monarch, becauſe Intereſt is the moſt powerful Mo- ol 
match upon Eartli;---/ 12 800130 Þ4 < E 241 had 0-1 | 
T#1s earneſt Application to Labour, this Thirſt of 11 
of getting Wealth, reaches from the meaneſt Artih- 
cers'to {the greateſt Men inthe Kingdom: No Body 
caresto be poorer than him that was onee below him, 
Nou ſhall ſee at Paris a Man who has wherewithalts 
live upon till the Day of, Judgment, working Night and 
Day, and venturing his Life to get as he will tell you, 
„ 5 5 1567 Ft {ale (os 
Tus ſame Spiritgoverns the whole Nation : vo fl”) 
ſee nothing but Labour and Induſtry: where then it 
the Effeminate People thou fo much talkeſt of ? = 1 
I will ſuppoſe, Rhedi, chat in ſome Kingdom no o 
ther Arts were allowed but ſuch as are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary in che mahuriug of the Lands, which yet are 
very numerous; and that all thoſe were baniſhed, 
which ſerved only to Pleaſure or Curioſity: I wil . 
maintain it, that Kingdom wou'd be the moſt 'miſcr- WW 
ableinthewholeWorld, eo N | 
Tz o* the Inhabitants ſhou'd be Maſters of ſo much 
Philoſopliy as to deny themſelves ſo many Things 
which ate for their Convenieney; the People wou d 
daily tall to decay and the State wou'dibecome 10 
weak, that any little Potentate won'd be able to con- WH 
quer it. 3 wh 
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Imight here enter into a long Diſcyſſion, to prove 
es the Revenues of the Subjects would & al- 
4 abſolutely at an end, an d confequemtly thoſe” of 
ePrince 2” Therbwou'd be Ich y any of *rhoſe mu- 
bal Relations, Which are Pete Citizens of the 
ſame Faculty: That Circulation of Wealth, and 
ncreafe of Income, which arifes from che Dep . 


ö 
- 


1s was of to Kee Akan 4 50 ſtarving: 

hat is not the hundredth Part of che Revenue of 95 
Kingdom, it muſt fo ow, that the Number of Inha- 
itams wol U decreaſe in Proportion, and that tt here 
ou'd be but a hundredih Part of them WEE. 
ConsIDER what a great Article the Revenues 


Wo! loduſtry will appear. An Eſtate in Land brings in- 
ois Maſter but the twentieth Part of its Value annual 
B V: But a Painter with a Guinea's worth of "Colours 
n draw Picture that will fetch Fifty. The ſame 


ay be ſaid of Goldſmiths, workers in Woo and Silks 
El _— Artificers. 119 
Kon all which, Rhedi, we are to conelu t 
Bocher to make 2 Prince powerful i it 1 5 hoe 
ubjects ſnou'd live in Affluence: He ſhou'd | y to 
rocure them all manner of Superfluities with as 


much latentfon, as to furniſh them with Neg 
or Life. 
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12 Have ſden the young Monarchs His Lage ic very 
Precious to his Subjects 2. Itis no leſs ſo toallEurope 

upon 
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upon Account of the great Confuſions his Dead 
might produce.” But Kings are like Gods; and hi 
they are alive, we are to ſuppoſe them Immortal. Hi 
Countenance is full of Majeſty, but beautiful: A fy 
e concurs with a happy Diſpoſition to pr 
mie already a Great Princſdſde. 
Ir ſay we can never judge of the Charad 
of theſe Weſtern Kings till they have paſled thro' thy 
two great Tryals, their Miſtreſs and their Conteſſar 
We [hall ſoon ſee both endeavouring to win upon the 
Mind of this; and great Contentions will ariſe abou 
It. Forunder a young Prince, thoſe two Powers ar 
Always Rivals: But they agree and unite under an 0 
one, With a young King, the Derviſe has a very di 
cult Part to Act: The King's Strength, is his Wer 
neſs: But the other triumphs equally both in his Weak 
neſs and Strength too. 

VuEN I firſt came into France, 1 found the late 
Ring abſolutely governed by Women, and yet cor 
-fidering his Age I believe ne er a Monarch in the Uni 
verte had leſs Occaſion lor them. I one Day over 
heard a Woman ſaying : We muſt do ſomething fo 
that young Colonel: His Valour lam thoroughly ac 
*quainted With: Iwill ſpeak about it to the Miniſtry, & 


*nother faid : It is ſtrange chat young Abbe ſheu'd be 
forgot: He muſt be a Biſhop : He is a Man of Birt, 
and I can anſwer for his Manners. Yet thou multn 
imagine, that the Women who talked at this rate wett 
the Prince's Favourites: They never {poke to bim 
twice in their Lives, which yet is a very eaſy Thungto 
— er er- European Princes. But the _ 
there is hardly one who has any Employment at Co 
in Paris, or in the Provinces, ae — — ſome Vo 
man thro' whoſe Hands all the Favours and ſometime 
all the Injuſtice he can do, always paſs, Theſe Wo 
men are all faſteged together by mutual Ties, 2 
form a kind of Republizk ot which every Membet 
always active, ſuccours and aſſiſts the other upon 2! 
Occaſion that offers : It is in a manner a State Wibif 
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gate: and one that is at Court, at Paris, or in the 11 
Provinces, and ſees the Miniſtry, Magiſtrate and Pre- 11 
ates acting in their ſeveral Spheres: without knowing 1 | 
the Women that govern them; is like a Man that ſees _ | 
Machine playing, but is all the while ignorant of the 13 11 
Springs that move it. „ 444 1 
Dos T thou fancy, 7bben, that a Woman confents Wi 1 
to be Miſtreſs to a Miniſter of State, for the pleaſure fl "ef 
of lying with bim? thou art quite out: It is to have Ji „ 
an Opportunity of preſenting him every Morning with 1 | 
five or fix Petitions: And the goodneſs of their Diſpo- SHLD 
ſition appears in their Zeal for doing good to a Num- 1 
ber of unhappy People, who procure them a hundred . * 15 
thouſand Livres a Year, ie nate ve FR 1; 
WB complain in Perſia, that the Kingdom. is gae {i 
i vern'd by two or three Women: It is much worfe in 
France, where Women in general bear Rule, and 
oi take the whole Authority to themſelves, not only by * 
A wholeſale but even retail. „ ownicd: oi 4 
=. a = ks . | 19583 
“Paris, the laſt of the Moon. |)" no 
* | Chalxal, 1717. + | — .” 
12 — — 
n 


„ 
Usbek ro * * 


| HERE are a Sort of Books which wenever heard 

5 ol in Perſia, and which ſeem mightily in Faſhion 

bere: I mean che Journaliſts, Our Lagineſs is ex» 

"WO tcemely indulged by them; we are overjoyed with be- 

nis ble to diſpatch thirty Volumes in a quarter of an 
our, ; : 

. In moſt Books, the Author has hardly finjſhed; his 

"oy neceſlary Compliments of Introdyttion, bus the Rea- 

at bis laſt gaſp + He leads him half dead into a Sub- 

ea drowned in an Ocean of Words. This Man has 

a Mind to immortalize his Name in Duodecimo; the o- 


- 


_ 


ther in Murto : One that has a more noble Ambition 
aſpires to a Folio: He is conſequently obliged to 
fetch his Subject in Proportion; which he does with. 
out Mercy; 1 


r nothing the Fatigue of the 
Poor Reader, who is forced to ſwear hard to contrad 
| What the Author has taken ſo much Pains to amplity, 
*"T'catnot find, * *, what Merit there can be in 
compoſing fuch Works: I cqu'd write.enow of then, 
if I had a mind to ruin my Health and a Bookſeller, 
nx great Fault of the Journaliſts is their neye 
eing of any but new Books: as if Truth were e 
ver New. Till a Man has read all the Old Books, Iſer 
Reaſon hie has to prefer the New. _ 
Bu r hen they lay it down to themſelves as alay 
never to ſpeak of Works but what are juſt hot out of 
the Forge; they alſo lay down another, which is, to 
de very ſtupid. They always take care to avoid ci. 
ticiling the Books they glveExtracts of, whatever room 
there is for ſo doing: And indeed where is the Man ſo 
couragtous as to venture to create himſelf ten or a do- 
zen Enemies every „ 


NMontb? As 
Mos r Authors are like the Poets, who wou'd beat 
a good ſound Caning without grumbling :: But who, a 
ttle tender as they are of their Shoulders, are ſo much 
fo of their Works, that they cannot bear the leaſt 
Criticiſm : A Man muſt therefore be very cautious bow 
he attacks them in ſo ſenſible a Parte And the Jour 
naliſts know as much: Therefore they do juſt the con- 
trary : They firſt praiſe the Subject treated upon, 
which isonePicceof Supidity ; Next they rn 
nbe'Praite of the Author, which comes: from them 
mere Force; forthey have People to deal with whoſe 


Nm are ready drawn to revenge themſelves upon 
vor I burnaliſt that they think does not do themJultice 
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LETTER CVI.“ 


. Rica to * 


THE Univerſity of Paris is the Eldeſt Daughter of 
the Kings of France, and the Eldeſt by much: 
for ſne is above nine hundred-Years old: and indeed 
e does ſometimes doat. jo th ae 
MH lhavebeentold that ſome time ago ſhe had a great 
> MM Controverſy with ſome Doctors upon account of th 
Letter which ſhe was for having pronounced like 
. Tre Diſpute grew fo hot, that ſome were ſtripe 
{Wot their Eſtates about it: The Parliament was forced 
> Witodetermine the conteſt * And they granted Permiſſion 
ya folemn Decree to all the Subjects of the King of 
WH France to pronounce thatLetter juſt as they thought fit. 
n vas certainly very diverting to ſee the two moſt ve- 
- Wi nrrable Bodies im all Exrope employed about deciding 
the Fate of a Letter in the Alphabet. © 
Onz would think, my dear“ *, that the 8 
Men loſe their Senfes when they are aſſembled toge- 
cher, and that where there are moſt wife People there 
tis leaſt Wiſdom, Great Bodies always lay ſo much 
Streſs upon minute Formalities and vain Ceremonies, 


. 
£ 
11 

5 


— Fa. od a 
— my * 
— 4 4 
> * - 


chat the eſſential is poſtponed for them. I have heard 
. thata King of Arragon + having aſſembled the States 
„of 4rragon and Catalonia; the firſt Seſſions was ſpent 
o {MW indeciding what Language the Deliberations ſhould 
de held in: The Diſpute was warm, and the States 
U were juſt ready to break up about it, if one had not 
hit upon an expedient, which was, that the Queſtion 
, ſhould be put in the Catalan and the Anſwer made in 
the Arragoneze Language. | 
Paris, the 25th of the Moon 
Zilhage, 1718, | : 

5 He means RamussQuarrel, | 

1 In the Tear 1610. | LE r 
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LETTER CVII. 
Rica 0 * * 


, i H E Part a pretty Woman has to act is ofa much 
| more ſerious Nature than is commonly imagi. 
ned : Nothing is of higher Conſequence than what 
ſhe does at her Toilet every Morning in the midſt 
her Servants; it does not coſt a General of an Army 
more Thought how to place his Right, or his Corps dt 
Reſerve, than it does her where to ſet a Patch, which 
indeed may fail of ſueceſs, but which ſhe hopes or fore- 
ſees will not. 0 0 | 
VUA x aconſtant rack of invention! What per: 
plexity to reconcile the intereſt of two Rivals even 
oment and ſeem neuter to both, while ſhe is wholly 
at the ſervice of either of them, and is the Mediatrix 
in all the Cauſes of Complaints which ſne gives them! 
Ho much hurry in contriving Parties of Pleaſute 
immediately one upon the Neck of another, in mak- 
ing them ſucceed each other without interruption, aul 
providing againſt all Accidents that might break them, 
WIr allthis, their greateſt difficulty is not tobe 
diverted, but to ſeem to be diverted : Be as dull aud 
heavy in their Company as you pleaſe, they will for 
give you, provided they can but appear to have been 
ver y merry . : | 
I was ſome Daysago at a Supper which ſome Wo- 
men gave in the Country. All the way thither they 
were perpetually ſaying, However, let us laugh hear 
tily and be very merry, : 

Ws ee to be very ill matched, and were 
conſequently dull enough. Well, ſays one of my Vo- 
men, we are pure and merry: There is not 3 Comps- 
ny in Paris ſo gay as we are. As I began to be quit 
tired down, a Woman ſhook me and faid : Well, ar 
not we rare good Company? Aye, anſwer'd | gapity; 
lam afraid I ſhall f plit my Sides with laughing, Hon. 


ever 


** © 


ec Gravity got the better of our Reſolutions; and 
sto me, from one Gape to another was led into a 
thargic Sleep that put an end to my ſhare of the 


Wirth, | 


* 


Paris, 1 17h. of the Moon 
Maharram, 1718. 


3 1 3 
ll Lertrex CVIL. - 
Rhedi to Usbek, at Paris. 


URING my ſtay in Europe I employ my ſelf in 


ae # - *% 


. reading the Hiſtorians both ancient and modern: 
7 W-compare one Age with another: I take delight in 
ly WWecing them as it were paſs away before me; and J. 
particularly dwell upon thoſe great Changes which 
m. 


aye made one Age ſo different from the next, and 
he Earth ſo unlike it ſelt. | 22921 


4 e 
*. Nr 400 baſt not perhaps taken notice of a Thing 
ick gives me continual ſur prize. How comes the 

m. World to be ſo thin of People in Compariſon of what 
be was formerly? How has Nature loft the prodigious 

od ruitfulne is of the firſt Ages? Is ſhe grown old and in 

or Manger of falling to nothing for want of ſtrength? 

en | w 4's above a Year in Italy, where I ſaw nothing 


ut the broken Wrecks of the ancient 1zaly once {0 
mous, Tho' every body there lives in the Cities, 
et they are perfect Deſarts for want of Inhabitants + 
They ſeem to ſubſiſt now only to ſhew us the places 
a wich ſtood thoſe potent Cities ſo much talkedof in 


ere iſtory. | | 
Sou e affirm that the ſingle City of Rowe anciently 
p ontained more People than the greateſt Kingdom 
une n Lurope does at this Day: There were ſome Roman 
are MPitizeus that had ten, nay twenty thouſand Slaves, be- 
ing: des thoſe that work'd at their Country Houſes: And 


ov: s there was computed to be five hundred thouſand 


cvel 5 | Citizens, 
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POLAND. and Turkey in Europe have hardly any 


* . 


80 Perſian Leiters. 


Citiz ens, we cannot make any Conjecture at the who 1 fl 
Number of its Inhabitants but what muſt ſnock ti bav 
Indaginanion, . 1 bus nt 314 34% t ol ng 4 

THERE were once in Sicily potent KingdomsanMiye « 
numerous Nations which are now diſappeared : Thu othe 
Iſland is now conſiderable for nothing but her Vu Jude 
noes. 1e | | 

GREECE is ſo depopulated that it does not noy — 
contain the hundredth Part of its anctent Inhabitant are! 

SPAIN, formerly ſo crowded, now exhibits u ate 
view nothing but waſte uripeopled Fields: And rad U 


is nothing in Compariſan of the ancient Gaul deſci. 
bed by Ca. I U, Cle 1124 5 
TAE Northern Countries are ſtrangely decayed, 
They are yery far from heing under a neceſſity nova 
formerly to divide themſelves, and ſend out in ſwarm 
Colonies and whole Nations to ſeek for new Abode, 


2 * 


Inhabitants, rr ite W354 4 {4 \: $1114.96 
Vr cannot find in America the two hundred 
Part of the Men that once compoſed;.ſuch-imighy 
Empires. 22 BILAL E503; hou Rec 387 
A is inna betten Condition. That Aſia Mine 
Which contained ſo many potent Monarchies and ſuch 
a prodigious Number of ;great Cities, has now but two 
or three. As to the greater Aſia; that which is under 
the abedience of the Turk is no better peopled: And 
as to chat which is under the Dominion of our Kings 
if wWe compare it with the flouriſhing State it wasin 
formerly, we ſhall find it has but a very ſmall ſhare 
left of the infinite number of Inhabitants which it bad 
in the ſime of che eræesis and Darius s. 
Ass to he petty States that are upon the borders of 
theſe great Empires, they are mere Deſarts: Such 
are the Kingdoms of Irimetta, Circaſſia, and Gui. 
All thete Princes, with yaſt Dominions, can hardly 
muſt er up fifty thouſand Subjects. 194 
GTP bas failed no leſs than other Countries. 
Ix ſhort, I take a ſurvey ot the whole nene 
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1 find nothing but Ruin and Decay: She ſeems to 
have been juſt ravaged by Plague and Famine. 

AFRIC A has always been ſo little known, that 
we cannot ſpeak of it with ſo much exactneſs as of the 
other Parts of the World : But if we may form a 
judgment from the Mediterranean Coaſts, which were 
always well ſtock'd, we find her ſtrangely fallen from 
what ſhe was when a Roman Province. Her Princes 
are now ſo weak that they are the moſt petty Poten- 
tates upon the Face of the Earth, 

Upo a Calculation as exact as can be made in 
Matters of this Nature, I find there is hardly in the 
World the fiftieth Part of the People that there was 
nCe/ar's time. And, which is more ſtrange, it grows 
thinner and thinner every Day; and if it goes on at 
- Rate, in ten Ages it will be no better than a De- 
art. 
THIs, my dear Usbe, is the moſt terrible Cata- 
ſtrophe that ever happened in the Univerſe : But we 
have hardly vetedives it, becagſe its progreſs was by 
low degrees and in the Courſe of a great many Cen- 
turies : Which denotes ſome interior ill Quality; ſome 
ſecret unſulpected Poiſon ; ſome inward Decay, which 
preys upon Human Nature. | : 


Venice, 10th; of the Moon 
| Regeb, 1718, | 


1 


L. E 1 TER CIX. we 
Usbek 70 Rhedi, at Venice. 
HE World, my dear Rhedi, is not incorru tible x 
ners are Eye-witneſſes of all the Changes which are 


be natural Effects of the Uniyerſal Motion of Matter. 
nl THE Earth is ſubject to the ſame Laws of Motion 


5 the other Planets: She ſuffers a perpetual Conflict 


vithin, among her own principles: Sea and _ 
K ſeem 
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The Heavens themſelves are not; the Aſtrono- 
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ſeem to wage eternal Wars; every inſtant produces Ma 
new Conjunctions. ef erer 157 
 MANKX1ND, in an abode ſo liable to change, is in Bu 
a ſtate of no leſs uncertainty: A hundred thouſand the 
Cauſes may act, of which the very leaſt is ſufficiem But 
to deſtroy them totally; and conſequently to encreaſel be 
or diminiſh their Number. the 
I SHALL not inſtance thoſe particular Cataſtroph ſſl 1 

ſo frequent among the Hiſtorians, which have deſtcoy. of 
ed whole Cities and whole Kingdoms: There are g. 
neral ones which have often brought the Race of Mau 
to the edge of Deſolation, gs 
His roRu is full of thoſe univerſal Plagues which 
have by turns laid waſte the Univerſe. She tells us 
one among the reſt which was ſo violent, that it bum no 
up the very Roots of the Plants, and oyer-ran the ot 
whole known World, quite to the Empire of Cathay; Win 
One degree more of Corruption would perhaps in 
one ſingle Day have cut off all human Nature. ef. 
Ir is not quite two Ages ago that the moſt ſhameſil abo 
of Diſtempers was felt in Europe, Aſia and Ajrica: lui iel 
very ſhort ſpace of time it wrought effects ſurpaſling cee 
belief: There had been an end of Mankind, if it hy. 
continued its progreſs with the ſame Fury. Oppreſſe 
with Miſery trom their very birth, and incapable o 


bearing the weight of the Duties of Society, they P. 
muſt have periſhed miſerably. $a gs: 
WuHarr it the Venom had been alittle more exalted 


And it would certainly have grown ſo, if by goodfor 
wne a Remedy had not been hit upon ſo poweriula 
as that which has been diſcovered. Perhaps this Di 
temper attacking the Parts of Generation, wouldnt 
have attacked Generation it ſelt. 
Bur why do we talk of the poſſibility of the De 
ſtruction of Human Nature? Has it not already adi 
ally happened, and did not the Deluge reduce it to ate 
ſingle Family ? „% ar 
Can thoſe who have any Knowledge of Natul 
or any reaſonable Idea of God, imagine that Mathur 1 
and all theſe Created Things are but ſix thouſand Yea 81 
old ? That God deſerred his Works from all EtcroiWaye 
3 8 r + 6s e 
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sind make uſe of his Creative Power but Yeſterday ? 
vas it becauſe he could not or would not uſe it before & 
in WBut if he could not at one Time, he could not at ano- 
der: It muſt therefore be, becauſe he would not: 
Akut as there is no ſucceſſion in God, if we admit that 
lebe willed any thing once, he willed it always, and from 
the beginning. 
of WE muſt not therefore pretend to count the Years 
. of the World: The Number of Sands upon the Sea- 
6. lore is no more to be compared to them than one in- 


ſtant. . | | 1,44 7% 
YET all Hiſtorians talk of a firſt Father: They deſ- 
cide Human Nature to us in herinfancy. Is it not na- 
tural to think that Adam was ſaved from ſome com- 
mon Deſtruction, as Noah was from the Deluge; and 
thot theſe great Events have been frequent upon Earth 


9; Wine the Creation of the World? TORIES 
u lwas willing to let thee into theſe. general Ideas, 


before gave a more particular Anſwer to thy Letter 
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ful about the loſs of People, which has happened within 
naiheſe ſeventeen or eighteen Centuries : I ſhall ſhew 
ing bee, in a fuccecding Letter, that independencly of 
ad phyſical Cauſes, there are moral ones which may have 
ſe produced this Effect. / | 
Paris, 86h. f the Moon b 9 5 f 1 
Chahban, 1718. | 
— —-᷑. — ä —ͤ 
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Usbek to the ſame. 


HOU enquireſt the Reaſon why the Earth is leſs 
peopled than it was anciently : And if theu con- 
dereſt things maturely, thou wilt find that this great 
lifterence proceeds from that which has happened in 
dur Manners, | | 84 * 


$1xcE the Chriſtian and Mahometan Religions; 
aye divided the Roman World, the Face of things 
| K 2 ſtrangely 
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ſtrangely altered: Thoſe two Religions are far from 
being ſo favourable to the propagation of our ſpecies, _ 
as was that of thoſe Lords of the Univerſe. * 


Fon among the ancient Romans, Polygamy: way f 
forbidden, wherein their Religion had a very great ad. 1 
vantage over the Mahometan; and Divorce was al. * 


lowed, which gave it no leſs the advantage over th 
Chriſtian. by | fon 


TI THINK nothing can be more contradictory, than 8 
the plurality of Wives allowed by the Holy Alcoran, 10 
and the Command of ſatisfying them enjoyned in the ky 
ſame Book. See your Wives, ſays the Prophet, be. he 
cauſe ye are as 2 to them as their Veſtmentz, Me 
and they are as neceflary to you as your Veſtment, WL 
This is a Precept which makes the Life of a true Mu 7 
ſulman terribly laborious. A Man that has the four the 


Wives preſcribed by the Law, and only as many Con- 
cubines and Slaves; muſt not he be quite oppreſſed $0 
with ſo many Veſtments ? 
Your Wiyesare your arable Fields, ſays the pn 
oe again: Apply your ſelves therefore to your Ti 5 
lage; do good for your Souls, and you mall fndih 
Fruits thereof, 6.226 ; 

I Lo o upon a good Muſſulman as a kind of A. 
letic Combatant, engaged in perpetual Conflicts; bu 
quickly weakned, and — under his firſt Fatiguez 
he languiſhes in the very Field of Victory, and is in: 
Manner buried beneath his own Triumphs, 

NATUR always acts ſlowly and ſparingly: Het 
Operations are never violent: She requires Tempe- 
rance even in her productions: She conſtantly goes oi 
by Rule and Meaſure : If ſhe is precipitated, ſhe pt. 
ſently falls into a languiſning Decay: She employsal 
her remaining Strength merely for her preſervation, 
quite loſing her productive Virtue and generatife 
Power. | | | 
-. To this State of debility we are always brought b 
our great Number of Women, who are fitter to e- 
hauſt than to ſatisfie us: It is very common mong i 
io ſee a Man with a prodigious Seraglio, and yet a ve!) 


ſmall number of Children; and thoſe few Children " 


Perſian Letters. 187 


ieee generally puny and unhealthy, with a miſerable 
» Wl taint of their Father's weakneſs. | 

TH1s is not all: Theſe Women being bound to a 
forced Continence muſt have People to guard them; 
which can be none but Eunuchs: Religion, Jealouſie, 


„ad Reaſon it ſelf will admit of no others to come 
near them: Theſe Guardians muſt be very numerous, 

both to preſerve Peace at home among the continual 
u bickerings of thoſe Women; and to prevent Attempts 
BY from abroad, So that a Man who has ten Wives or 
e concubines, muſt have no fewer Eunuchs to guard 
" them, But what a loſs to Society is ſuch a number of 
J 


Men, who may be called Dead from their very Birth? 
What Depopulation muſt follow! | 
"a Tis Female Slaves kept in the Seraglio to aſſiſt 


i the Eunuchs, thoſe Number of Women, generally 
y grow old there in an afflicting Virginity : They cannot 


marry while they tay there, and when their Miſtreſ- 
N are once uſed to them, they will rarely part with 
em. 
Tus we ſee how many People of both Sexes are 


taken up about the Pleaſures of one Man: they are 


b. perfectly buried as to the State, and rende tc totally 
but leleſs in the propagation of the Species. 
ues <ONSTANTINOPLE and Iſpahan are the Capitals of 


he two greateſt Empires in the World: There all 
hings are deereed to meet as in their proper Centre; 
and thither every Body repairs from all Parts, drawn 
by a thouſand various attractions. Yet even theſe 
mighty Cities decay of themſelves, and would be ſoon 
waſte, if our Sovereigns did not almoſt in every age 


pre. o * . * 
58 anſport whole Nations to repleniſh them. I will handle 
to is Subject more fully in another Letter. 
tine ; | „ 
Paris, 13th of Moon ; ö 
Chahban, 1718. 4 „ 36k 
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Con 

LET N l. | = 
T 

- Usbek 7o the ſame. ind 


HE Romans had not fewer Slaves than we; nay Gail 

- they had more: But they made a better uſe d at 
them, | 1 
So far were they from hindering the multiplication Lett 
of their Slaves by forcible Methods; that on the cou- 
trary, they favoured it to the utmoſt of their Power: alo 
They coupled them as much as poſlible by a Sort of bes 
Marriages: By this means they filled their Houſe; The 
with Servants of all Ages and Sexes, and the State wic oth 


People without Number. ; A 
THESE Children, who at the long-run grew tobe Nun 

the Wealth of their Maſter, were born around himin have 

ſurprizing Multitudes : He alone had the Care of thet then 

Breeding and Education: The Fathers, eaſed of th Ind, 

Burden, wholly followed their natural Inclinationz 

and multiplied without being in any fear of having too . 

Pes Family; | 

' I rave obſerved to thee, that, among us, all te Mm 


Slaves are employed in guarding our Women, andnd 
thing more; that they are, with Reſpect to the State 
in a perpetual Lethargy : So that we are to reſtraiatl 
Cultivation of Arts, and of our Lands, to ſomefen 
Heads of Families, who apply themſelves that way 
little as ever they can. 

I x was not ſo among the Romans: The Commot 
wealth drew vaſt Adyantages from their Nation 0 
Slaves. Every one of them had his peculium which 
oſſeſſed upon ſuch Conditions as his Maſter thougl 


t: With this peculium he fell to work in that way widWain: 
his Genius inclined him to. One turned Banker; a1apnon 
ther applied himſelf to Commerce by Sea: One ſoſi D 
Goods by Retail; another gave himſelf to ſome mH 
chanic Art, or elfe farmed and cultivated. ſome fie Con 

. of Land: But all in general laboured with their dime 
Power to improye his peculiam, which ere ine 

| nt hh 
by 
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conveniencies in his preſent State of Servitude, and 

zfforded him aProſpect of future Liberty: This form'd 
zlaborious Nation, and encouraged Arts and Induſtry, 
THESE Slaves, when grown rich by their Diligence 

and Labour, bought their Freedoms, and became 
Citizens. The Common-wealth was thus repleniſhed 
Aa; and received new Families into ber Boſom as 

7 falt as the old ones dropp'd off. 

I May perhaps have Occaſion in ſome following 
Lettersto prove to thee, that the more Men there is in 
any State, the more its Commerce flouriſhes : I may 


ſhes, the more the Number of People encreaſes : 
Theſe two Things neceſlarily aſſiſt and favour each 
other. sii 

AnD if this be ſo, how vaſtly muſt that prodigious 
Number of Slaves, who were always active and buſie, 
have grown and encreaſed ? Induſtry and Plenty gave 
them birth, and they in return gave birth to Plenty and 
Induſtry, 
Paris, 16th. of the Moon 

Chahban, 1718. 


LETTER CXII. 


Usbek 7s the ſame. 


2 hitherto ſpoken only of the Mahometan 
Countries, and enquired into the Reaſon why 
A ſhould be leſs populous than thoſe which were 
nder the Dominion of the Romans: Let us now exa- 
nine what ſhou'd have occaſioned the ſame Effect a- 
mong the Chriſtians, TT 

DivoR CE was allowed in the Pagan Religion, 
and forbidden in the Chriſtian, This change, as little 
onſequence as it may ſeem: to be of at firſt, had in 


rad Effects, and ſuch as cou'd (carce be ima- 
ined, 475 * 6 


allo prove as eaſily, that the more Commerce flouri- 
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| Ta1s not only deprived Marriage of all its Charms, lh . 1 
but ſtruck at its very end: By ſtriving to tie the Knot inf 
cloſer, it was only looſened: And inſtead of unitin 
Peoples Hearts more ſtrictly, as was intended, they ſon 


IN an Action of ſo voluntary a nature, and where a 
the Heart ought to be ſo much concerned, they ming: mt 
led Conſtraint, Neceſſity, and even Fate it ſelf. They 
counted for nothing Diſguſts, ill Humour, and Unſo. 
ciableneſs of Temper : They attempted to fix even 
the Heart, the moſt variable and unconſtant thingin 
Nature: They faſtened together, without the leaſt 
Proſpect of a Releaſe, People who were quite weary 
of each other, and almoſt conſtantly ill matched; 
And practiſed the Cruelty of thoſe Tyrants that uſedto 
bind living Men to dead Carcaſſes, 

NorTHING uſed to contribute more to a mutual] 
Agreement, than a Liberty of Divorce : A Husband 
and Wife were the more inclined to bear with their Do- 
meſtic Vexations, becauſe they knew they had itin 
their Power to put an end to them: And they often 
kept this Power in ini? Hands all their Lives long with 
out uung it, upon this ſiagle Conſdgration, that tbef 
might do it whenever they wou'd. 

Ir is not the ſame with the Chriſtians, whoſe pre. 
ſent Vexations only make them almoſt mad to think 
how many more are to come: They have noother 
Proſpect in the Diſcomforts of Matrimony, but their 
duration, or rather theirEternity : Hence ariſeDiſguſts, 
Jarrs, Contempt ; and all the while Poſterity ſuffers. 
$carce are three Years of Wedlock paſt, but the eſſemid 
Deſign of it is neglected: thirty Years of Coldneſs en- 
ſue 2 Private Separations are formed no leſs ſtrong, and 
perhaps more pernicious, than if they were publick: 
Each lives apart, waiting ſingle till the other's Death: 
And all this to the prejudice of future Generation 
How often does the Man, impatient of the Eternity of 
his Wife, give himſelf up to Women of Pleaſure! f 
ſhameful Courſe, and directly contrary to Society, 
which, without accompliſhing the end of Marriage, 
reprefents at moſt but its Pleaſures. 7 
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Ir of two Perſons thus chained together, one be 
unfit for the Deſign of Nature, and the Propagation 
„ot tlie Species, either by Age or Conſtitution, that Per- 
'> Wl fon buries the other with him, and makes her as uſe- 
es as he is himſelf. | 

We are not therefore to wonder that we ſee ſo 
many Marriages among the Chriſtians produce ſo little 
: Fruit: Divorce is aboliſhed : Marriages ill made are 
not to be repair'd : The Women do not, as among the 
Romans, paſsthro' the Hands of ſeveral Husbands ſuc- 


-  clfively, who by the way made the belt of her. 
. 1 . . 
n I dare affirm, that it in a Republic like $arta, 


where the Citizens were under the eternal Conſtraint 
5 of odd ſubtile Laws, and in which there was but one 
family, namely the Republic; it had been ordained, that 
the Husbands ſhou'd change their Wives every Tear; it 
wou'd have produced a People without Number. 
IT is no eafy Matter to find out the Reaſon which 
ſhou'd induce the Chriſtians to aboliſh Divorce. Mar- 
nage all over the World is nothing but a Contract ca- 
able of all Sorts of Conventions; and none ought to 
have been excluded from it, but ſuch as wou'd have wea- 
„ken the ma: nDeſign of it: But the Chriſtians do not be- 
bold it in this Light: Indeed they can hardly tell you 
their own Notions of it themſelves: They ſay,.it was 
© Wnotiaftituted for the Pleaſures of Senſe: On the cog- 
ik WY trary, as I have already ſhewn thee, they ſeem. to aim 
« Hat baniſhing them out of it as much as poſſible : But 
J tiey wou d make you believe it is an Image, a Type 
l — x ver which 1 can make neither Head nor 
„rail of, | | ES 
“Faris, 197) of the Moon 
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HE prohibition of Divorceis not the only rauſe 
of the ſcarcity of People in Chiiſtian Countries: 
1 5 The 


P 
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The great Number of Eunuchs which they have amy 
them is no leſs the Occaſion of it. 


1 mean the Prieſts and Derviſes of both Sexes, . 


devote themſelves to perpetual Continence: This; 
mong the Chriſtians is the Virtue of Virtues; where 
I am at a loſs to find out what they drive at; not com 
prehending how any Thing ſhou'd be a Virtue whi 
produces no Fruit. 
[ can't help thinking their Doctors are guilty of 
manifeſt Contradiction in ſaying, that Marriage is Hoh 
and;thatCelibacy, which is its direct O ppoſite, is mor 
Holy ſtill: Without conſidering that in mat ter of Pr; 
cept and fundamental Dogma's, the good is alway 
the belk. | 
Tux Number of theſe People profeiſing Celib: 
is prodigious : Parents formerly uſed to condemn the 
Children to it from their very Cradles: Now they & 
vote themſelves at fourteen Years of Age, which: 
mounts to much the ſame Thing. | 
TAISs Trade of Continence has been the loſs of 
more Men than the moſt dreadtul Plagues and the mof 
bloody Wars that ever were in the World. Youleein 
every Religious Houſe and eternal Family where 10 
body is born, but which is 1 at the expence of 
all the reſt: Theſe Houſes ſtand always open like ſo 
many Gulphs, where future Generations are ſwallopel 
up for ever: Tis; Ut 22 
TuIõ Policy differs widely from that of the B. 
Mans, who eftabliſhed penal Laws againſt thoſe who 
avoidedthe Bonds of Matrimony, and were for et 
. yoying a Liberty ſo prejudicial to the Publick, 

I have yet ſpoken only of the Roman Catholic Coun- 
tries. In the Proteſtant Religion every body is free 1 
Propagate: It allows neither of Prieſts or Deryilez: 
And if in the Eſtabliſhment of that Religion, which 
brought back every Thing to the Standard of primitive 
Times, its Founders had not been eternally upbraided 
with Incontinence even for what they did, we need not 
queſtion but that after having rendered the Practice of 
Marriage univerſal, they would alſo have lightentdthe 
| Yoke, and quite remov'd the Barrier, which i the 

l Oln 
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o Poifit of Polygamy ſeparates the Nazarean from Ma- 
homet. But be that as it will, tis certain the Religion 

of the Proteſtants gives them a vaſt advantage over the 

2M Catholieks. untl ir 

rei I might venture to affirm, that, in the preſent State 

"nl of Things in Europe, it is impoſſible the Catholic Re- 

religion ſhou'd ſubſiſt there five hundred Years. 

BEFORE the Diminution of the Spaniſh Greatneſs; 

dhe Roman Carholics were much ſtronger than the Pro- 
i teſtants : Theſe latter by Degrees got to an Equili- 
oY brizm ; and now the Scale begins to turn on their ſide: 
Ml This Superiority will encreaſe daily: The Proteſtants 
will grow much more Rich and Powerful, and the Ro- 
nan Catholics will grow weaker, 
Tu E Proteſtant Countries muſt be and actually are, 
better peopled than the Roman Catholic Dominions: 
Whence it follows, Firſt that their Tributes are more 
conſiderable, becauſe they encreaſe in Proportion to 
the Number to thoſe that pay them. 

SECOND, that their Lands are better cultivated, 
ale Laſtly, that their Trage flouriſnes more, becauſe 
ei there. are more People that have their Fortunes to 
no make; and where there are moſt Wants, there will be 
ali moſt Ex pediĩents for ſatisfying thoſe Wants when there 
are only juſt People ne to manure the Lands, 
wei commerce, muſt, run to Deſtruction: And where 
thete are only as many as are neceſſary in Trade, the 
Cultiyation ol the Lands muſt be neglected: That is in 
who ort, both mult fall together; becauſe no Body can 

apply to one, but. the 3 65 muſt ſuffer. I 

As to the Roman Catholic Countries, the Cultiva- 
dun. tion of their Lands is not only neglected, but their In- 
e o duſtry is even pernicious: It conſiſts in nothing but 
(es: learning five or ſix Words of a dead Language: A 
hich Man that has this Aecompliſhment need trouble bimſelt 
tive Wo further about his Fortune: The Cloyſter offers him 
ided Wa Life of Tranguillity, which inthe World wou'd-haye 
| not colt him Labour and Pans. SECT 

colt THis'is not all: The Derviſes (Prieſts) have in 
| the MWltheir Hands almoſt all the Wealth of the State: They 


tre a Society of Miſers that always are taking, but never 
re- 
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reſtore: They daily heap up Riches to buy Eſtate the 
with: This Wealth, if one may uſe ſo bold an Exprel. I me! 
ſion, falls as it were into a dead Palſie; - farewel to N 
Circulation, to Trade, Arts, and Manutactures. aw: 

THERE is no Proteſtant Prince but what raiſes uy. out 


on his People ten times more Taxes than the Pope WM Mei 
draws from his Subjects: yet theſe latter are miſerable Ml onl 
while the former live in affluence: Commerce revives Ml the: 
every thing among the one; while -Monkery kills and WM: 
checks all Recruit among the others. I 
Paris, 26. of the Moon 219 


Chahban, 17178. 


—— 


LIAT TSR CXIV; i - 
Usbek te the ſane. 
I E have nothing more to ſay as'to Aſi and Zi 
0 rope: Let us now proceed to Afrita, We cn 


ſpeak only of its Coaſts, being unacquainted with the 
innermoſt Parts of the Continent. 


THE Barbary Coaſts, where the Mabometan Rel ply 
gion is eſtabliſhed, are not fo well pebpled asthey were ttc 
10 the times of the Romas, for the Reaſons already mi 
laid down. As to the Coafts of Guinea, they muſt be the 
tadly ſtript in above two hundred Tears paſt, the pet 
Kings or Heads of Villages have made a Trade of fe- of 
Keg voir Subjects to the European Princes, to be ca- lig 

ied into their American Colonies. | Go 
VW Har is molt ſingular is, that this very Ameri Ml Fic 
which yearly receives lo many new. Inhabitants, is il | 
telf a Deſart, and is no manner of Gainer by the con- on 
tinual Loſſes of Africa. . Thoſe Slaves n por- re: 
ted into a ſtrange Climate die by .thoufands;. and tte rei 
labour of the Mines, in which both Natives and Sttab- De 
gers are perpetually employed; the malignant ExhalaW lie 
ne 


tions chat ariſe trom them; the Quick-ſilyer mu 
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bey are continually uſing, deſtroy them every Mo- 
To ent. TI T7 I 2-} 7 nnn * SAS 355 
« N OTHING can be more extravagant, than to fling 
away the Lives of infinite Numbers of Men, to get 
p- out of the Bowels of the Earth Gold and Silver: Thoſe 
de Mettals in themſelves ſo uſeleſs, and which are Riches 
e only becauſe they have been choſen for the Marks of 
＋ tem. 15 SICO ECG | $382 73151 | | + % 
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HE fru tfulneſs of, A People de pends fometimes 


1 ! 
| upon*the' moſt minute Circumſtances in the 


more numerous than before. | 
TAE Fews ſo often exterminated and always multi- 


ſtructions by the ſingle Hope which reighs in every Fa- 
mily, that they hall have a potent King born among 
them, who ſhall be Lord of the whole Univerſe. | 
et Tre-ancten Kings of -Perfirtradfonamy Millions 
fe: of Subjects, only by Means of that —_— in the Re- 
cu. ligion of the Magi, that the moſt pleaſing Act ion to 

God that Man could do was to get a Child, to manure a 
Field, and to planta Tre. 


ric 
is it 
con- only. from a particular way of thinking: For as the Cd. 
(por ren look mpg their Fathers as a kind of Gods, Ind 
d tte reſpect them as ſuch even in this Life,.and after their 
tat- Death honour them by Sacrifices, wherein they bes 
bah. lieve that their Souls being dipt in the Syen reſume a 
dich new Life: Eyery one is inclined toencreaſe a Family 
the fo dutiful to this Life, and ſo neceſlary in the next. 


o 


” "4 Bro — 


Vorld, fo that very fte thefe tequires' nothing more 
than a new turn in the Imagination to make them much 


plying, have repaired their continual Loſſes and Pe- 


Is China is fo nee populous, it proceeds 
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Os che contrary, the Countries of the Mahomeray; 
grow every Day thinner and thinner, by Means of an 


Opinion, which, Holy as it is, has very pernicious ef. 
fers where it isrooted in Men's Hearts: We look up. 
On out ſelves as Sojourners upon Earth, that ought ty 
bave all our Thoughts fixed upon a better Country: 
All uſeful and durable Labours z all Diligence to ſecure 


Fortunes for our Children; all Schemes that have any 
View beyond this ſhort frail Lite, we look upon as ſo 
many Extravagancies. Indolenitasto what is. preſent, 
and undiſturbed at what is to come; we take no care to 
repair public Edifices; nor to grub up uncultivated 
Lands, nor to manure thoſe which are fit to receize 
our Cares: We live in a general Inſenſibility, and leave 
every Thing to Providence. 
Ir is a monſtrous Spirit of Vanity that eſtabliſhed 
among the Europeans the unjuſt Law of jPrimogeniture, 
which is fo greatia Check to Propagation, in that it 
turns the Attention of a Father only upon one of bis 
Children, and takes bis Eye off all the reſt; jn that ito. 


bliges him, in orfler jp Spe tener kenne ar one, io 


negle the Settlement of the reſt: Laſtly, in that it 
— the equality of the Citizens, which is the greaz 


13 ; 


* 4 = 


* f 1 de OK 
| Et os a | . ' 1 ; C2357 
5 Paris, . 4th of. the MAb, rs toni ods ein 


b 1 * * 1 
"= / * 43 (3 | * 
DS 170.4 Of: its! OA tei 
—— — — — 
CIC 1 CI 35s 11177 ee Nr 


% " * 11790 4) - * F , * *. 1 1 1 0 
I. ET T. E R CXVI. | 


LABKA G35 8802 
Usbek 20 the ſame. 
nc ' 


x - 
. - 3 * * 
11980 2 5 * 41 ' 1. 44 


4 : þ + 1 1 44 b 
Rhamagan, 1718 att Heid voir n 
dri cler oats 


Py 
1 
. 


0 
as © , ? 
| z 
of 


Wx Countries inhabited'by $ivages are com- 
I - monly very thin of People, thro* the general a+ 
verlion they haye to labour and the cultite'of the Earth, 
Thisunhappy Prejugice is fo ftrong,, that M 1 they 
would make an Imprecation upon one of thetr Ene- 


mies, they wiſh him no greater Curſe, but to bez 


Fi iu 
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MM cedto plough a Field; thinking there are no Exerciſes 


but Hunting and Fiſhing that are Noble and worthy of 


Bur as there often happen-Years, in which Hunt- 
ol ing and Fiſhing fall ſhort ; they are cut off by frequent 
famines: Beſides that there is no Country in the 
+: World ſo aboundigg in Game and Fiſh, as to ſubſiſt 
7 2 great People; becauſe Animals always fly from Pla- 
ces that are too populous. | 
, BESID ES, the Hords of tlie Savages, conſiſting: 
each of two or three hundred Inhabitants, being to- 
ally ſeparate from each other, and having Intereſts as 
e different as thofe of two Empires, can never ſupport 
fe themſelves; not having the ſame reſource as great 
states, whoſe Parts all ſuecour and aſſiſt each other. 
d THERE is among the Savages another Cuſtom no 
leſxpernicious than the firſt ; which is the cruel Practice 


N LI * 
. their Attention; 
0 


niſned with Death if her Fruit is loſt : Shame, Mode 
nay even Accidents ſhall never excuſe- her, 


1 in ule among the Women, of making themſelves mif- 
vs WI carry that t 1eir: bigneſs may not make them diſadrees 
0. able to their Husbands. | ern 
to THERE are dreadful Laws here againſt that Crime: 
it WM They are even carried to Exceſs, Any Woman that 
1 WJ does not declare her Conception to a Magiſtrate is 2 

| . 


Paris, the 9th of the Moon 
"WM KRbamazan, 1718. 
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Usbek to the ſame. 


% Tux common egect of Coloniesisto weaken the 
th; Country out of which they are drawn, Without 
hey trgpling thats which they are ſent. Menoughtto re- 
nes main where they are: There Are Diſtempers which are 
{ors ot by changing a good Air for a bad; and others which 
650 Lede from changing it at all. . 
* | ack WHEN 
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196 Perſian Letters; 


WuzN a Country is deſart it is a kind of Sign that 


there is ſome particular Vice in the Nature of the jj. 


mate: So that when we take Men from a happy Soil to 
ſend them into ſuch a Country, we do the very contrary 
to what we intend, | 
Tun Romans knew this by Experience: They ba. 
niſhed all their Criminals into Sardina, and ſent Yeuy 
thither too: They were obliged to be contented under 
their Lofs, which the Contempt they had for thoſe 
. Wretches made very eaſy tothem. 
Tu E great Cha-Abas being minded to deprive the 
Turks of the Means of their ſubſiſting reat Armies up. 
on his Frontiers, tranſported almoſt Af the Armenian; 
Ouc of their own Country, and ſent above twenty thow 
ſand Families of them into the Province of Guan, 
where they moſt of them periſhed ina very ſhort time, 
Alx the Migrationsof People to Conſtantinople haye 
had ill Succeſs. © 1 
Tux prodigious Number of Negroes before fpo- 
ken of has not filled America. | 

E VER ſince the Deſtruction of the Fews by Hadrian, 
Paleſtine has been without Inhabitants. 

Ir muſt therefore be granted that great Depopulz 
tions are almoſt irreparable ; becauſe a People that is 
diminiſhed to a certain degree, remains in the ſame 
Condition; and if by chance they do gather up again, 
it requires whole ages to recruit their Loſles. | 

Bo r it ina State of decay the leaſt of the Circum- 
ſtances before-mentioned happens to concur it is not 
only never to be made-up again, but it grows worle 
and worſe daily, and the Nation is drawing to its end, 

THE Expulſion of the Moors out of Spain is ſtill a 

much felt as at the firſt Day: Their Vacancy is ſofar 
from cloſing up, that it grows every Day greater and 
greater. „ | 

SNB. the Depoprlation of America, the Spaniards 
that came in the room of its ancient Inhabitants have 
not been able ro repeople it: On the contrary, bya 
Fatality which I might better call the divine Juſtice, 
the Deſtroyers deſtroy themſelves, and rot away pet- 


i | * "Px 1NnCEs 
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1 PRINCE s therefore muſt not think to pe ple 
eat Dominions by Colonies : I do not ſay they never 


Inhabitznts multiply continually ;- Witneſs thoſe Iſles 
i winch were peopled by a few diſtempered Folks that 
ſome Ships left there, where they immediately reco- 
yered their Healths s. TOE 


they rather diyide than encreafe the Power, unleſs they 
are of very ſmall extent, and juſt ſuch as are neceflary 
to inhabit à Place uſeful in Commerce, 1 
fund out America, or at leaſt ſome great Iſlands where 
they drove a prodigious Trade: But when they found 
the Number of their Inhabitants decreaſe, that wiſe 
Republick forbad that Trade, lt © 
might venture to maintain, that inſtead of 1 
daniards into the Indies, they ſhou'd rather bring al 
the Indians and all the Merijs into Spain: they ſhould re- 
ſore to that Monarchy all its diſperſed Subjects: And 
ſt but half of thoſe great Colonies were left, Spain 
vou d be the moſt formidable Power in Europe. | 
e may compare Empires to a Tree, frhole Bran- 
ches when too far extended draw all the Nouriſhment 
from the Trunk, and are good for nothing but fhade. 
Nori NG ſhou'd cure Princes more of the Mad- 
neſs of diſtant Conqueſts than the Example of the Por- 
iuguexe and Spaniards. "i | 8 
TuosE two Nations baving with inconceivable 
Rapidity conquered immenſe Kingdoms; more a- 
mazed at their pwn Victories, than the conquered Na- 
tions were at their Defeat, they next conſidered of 


ways, | | 8 
fu Spaniards, deſpairing of retaining the eonquer- 


ed Nations in their Subjection, reſolved to exterminate 
em, and to ſend loyal Subjects out of Spain in their 


ä i. 


— 
„ 


— 


* Perhaps the Author means the Iſle of Bourbon. 7 
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| heceed There ate ſome Climates ſo happy, that the 


zur tho* ſuch' Colonies ſhou'd always ſucceed; 


Methods to prelerve them , They both took different 
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room: never was horrid Deſign ſo punctually exe; 
ted, APecople as numerous as all the Nations in Eure 
E together, were cut off from the Face of the Earth 
by thoſe Barbarians, . who when they had diſcovered 
the Indies ſeemed alſo retolved to diſcover to the World 
_ the utmoſt pitch of Cruelt x. 

By this Barbarity they kept thoſe Countries unde 
their Dominion. Judge by this what a fatal Thing Con- 
queſt is, when theſe are its Effects. For indeed this 
bloody Expedient was the only one: how was it poſl. 
ble they ſhould hold ſo many Millions of Men in their 
Obedience? How cou d they have carried on aCiyi 
War at ſuch a remote Diſtance ? What wou'd have be. 
come of. them, if they had given time to thoſe People 
to recover out of the Conkernaticn they were in, a 
the arrival of thoſe new Gods, and the Terror of thei 
Thunder? Rp 

As to the Portugueze, they took a quite different 
Method: they did not make uſe of Cruelties; and 
therefore they were ſoon driven out of the Countries 
they had diſcovered: the Dutch favoured the Rebellion 
of thoſe Nations, and made their own Advantage of it, 

Wuär Prince wow envy the Fate of theſe Con. 
querors ? who wou'd have any of theſe Conqueſts up: 
on ſuch Conditions? The one were preſently driven 
outof them; the others made them nothing but De. 
ſarts, and made their own Countries little better, 

Ir is the Fate of Heroes to ruin themfelves in con- 

ring of Countries which they loſe again immedi- 
ately ; or in fubduing of Nations which they are for- 
ced to deſtroy, like that Madman who ſpent his Eſtate 
_ In buying Statues which' he threw into the Sea, and 
Glaſſes which he broke as ſoon as hehad them, 


Paris, 8th of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1718. 
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10 LETTER CXVIII. 
ed | 
rl Usbek 7o the fame. 


det I LDNESSof Government contributes vaſtly 
. M to the increaſe of Mankind. All Republics are 
his Ma convincing Proof of this; but none ſo much as 
li Nsuiſerland and Holland, two the worſt Countries in Eu- 
eir 


rope, if we conſider the Nature of their Land, and yet 
the fulleſt of People. | | 


ple Wand Opulence which always follows it; the tormer is 
, 2 Wcourted for its own ſake; and the Calls of Nature at- 
er i tract Men to thoſe Countries where the latter is to be 
found, „ 
ent Th x Species multiplies wherever there's a Suffi ci- 
nd ency for the Children without leflening the Subſtance 
ies of their Parents. b a. 
ion Tx xt Equality of the Inhabitants, which uſually pro- 
fu. duces an Equality in their Fortunes, brings Plenty, and 
on- conveys Lite into every Part of the Body Politic. . 
ups THE caſe is otherwiſe where the Government is de- 
A ſpotic: the Prince, rne Courtiefs, and a few private 
fe 


Men ingroſs all the Riches, whilſt the reſt languiſn in 
extreme Want and Miſery. 5 
one Ir a Man is in narrow Circumſtances, and finds him 
cdl. {elf likely to beget Children poorer than himſelf, he 
for- will decline marrying ; or if he does marry, he will be 
ate BY atraid of having too great a Number of Children, who 
and Wi may utterly undo him, and be in a worſe Condition 
themſelves than their Father was at firſt. 
Tu E Ruſtick or Peaſant, l own, being once mar- 
yd, will people the Commonwealth alike, whether 
he be rich or poor: he values not that: he's ſure to 
leave his Children one Inheritance, his Plow, ſo no- 
ming ever hinders him from blindly following the 
. iaſtind of Nature. 77 10 
OY Bur of what uſe to a State are theſe heaps of Chil- 
dren that pine away their Lives in Beggary and Indi. 


oence?. 


NoTHING invites Strangers more than Liberty, 
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ſale are ſwept away by frequent popular Di 
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2 many of 'em periſh as faſt as they're born: TR 
they ſeldom or never proſper: feeble and weak, theyſſWplows 
dye by retail a thouſand different ways, or by whole. Nado to 
a empers, WW”) is tl 
which a bad Diet and Poverty never fail to produce: Mot On 
ſuch as eſcape free, attain the Age of Manhood, with. WVrat! 
Gut having the ſtrength of it, and droop away there. ſiſÞ:llio: 
mainder of their Lives in a wretched Deſtitution even Sa 
of Neceſſaries. C3 ind D 
Mx are like Plants that never flouriſh if they are deteſt 
not well cultivated : Among a miſerable People, the te m 
Species loſes of its Number, and ſometimes degene-{Wiverlic 
rates over and above. | them 
France can furniſh us with a ſufficient Proof of this {ſie S: 
n the late Wars, the fear of being/liſted for Soldiers. ſn the 
bliged moſt of the young Men to marry ; and that toy 
in a very unripe Age, and in the very Boſom of Pover- Wl Pa 
ty. From thoſe Marriages ſprung Multitudes of Chil | 
en, that are now miſſing in France, and whom Mile 
ry, Famine and Diſtempers have caus'd to diſappear, 
No if in ſo happy a Climate, ſo regular aGo- 
vernment as France, on is room for ſuch Obſeryati- 
ons as theſe; what ſhall we ſay of other Nations: 
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Rahmazan, 1718. 
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Usbek 7 Mollah Mehemet Ali, Keeper fi 1 


the three Sepulchres at Com. zul. 


— T 


TT HAT avail the faſtings of the Imawums, and the th 
Sackcloths of the Mollahs? Twice has the hand 


of God been heavy on the Children of the Law: Te , 
Sun wraps itſelf up in Clouds, or if he ſhines out, u 
Only to make their Overthrow the more conſpicuous? Ou 
their Armies aſſemble, and are ſcatter'd like Duſt be: ne 


Tu1 


fore the Wind, 
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Tur Empire of the Ozmins has receiv'd two ſuch 
dows it never felt before; a Chriſtian Muſti has much 
do to keep it from falling: the Grand Hir of Germa- 
y is the Scourge of God, ſent to chaſtiſe the followers 
of Omar; wherever he moves he carries with him th 
MVrath of Heaven, and pours: it forth upon their Re- 
bellion and Perfidiouſneſs, | | 
SACRED Spirit of the Imaums, thou weepeſt Night 
ind Day over the Children of the Prophet whom the 
deteſtable Omar has caus'd to go aſtray : thy Bowels 
are mov'd at their Misfortunes : thou Jefireſt their Con- 
eerſi on, and not their Deſtruction: thou deſireſt to ſee 
them united under the Banner of Haly by the Tears of 


"Wie Saints, and not difpers'd among the Mountains and 
>» {Win the Deſarts, by the Terror of the Infidels, 

0 | 

. Paris, 1ſt of the Moon 

l Chalyal, 1718. 

0- LET Ir RA CXX. 


Rica to * * 


EN are at a loſs, in all Religions, concernin 
the Pleaſures deſign'd for ſuch as have liv'd well. 
he Wicked may be ſcared by a long detail of- Pains 
and Toments, with which they are threatnd: but as 
for the Virtuous, what promiſes to make to them, 
Men know not: it ſeems as it it were eſſential to the 
ature of all Pleaſures to be ſhort-liv'd : Fancy can 
hardly figure to itſelf any other Sort, 0 
I have ſeen Deſcriptions of Paradiſe capable of diſ- 
puſting all Men of right Underſtanding : ſome repre- 
ent the happy Shades inceſſantly playing on the Flute: 
others condemn 'em to the Puniſhment of eternally 
alking about: others again will have thoſe above to 
de always muſing on their Miſtreſſes here below, not 
hinking a hundred Millions of Years Term long e- 


lough to make em loſe the Reliſh of theſe amorous 
nquietudes. | | 
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ay Husband that I never enjoyed a better ſtate of 

Health in all my Lif „ RD 

Paris, 24 of the Mon 
Chalval, 1718. 


13 *. 11 
„„ x „ # crit L Sb a 1H 
* * - _ 


W CEE 
— 


L., a CL .:; 
Rica ta Usbek. 


EXE x thee here to- morrow; mean time I ſend 
| thee thy Letters which eame from Iſpabhan: mine 
dviſe that the Great Mogul's Embaſſador has been or- 
ler d to withdraw out of the Kingdom. Tis added, 
that the King's Uncle is ſecur'd, the Prince that was 
nruſted with the King's Education, and that theyhave 
onyey'd him to r ee. where he's very ſtrict- 
Ir confin'd; and withal, that they have degraded him, 
and trip'd him of all his Honours. I am concern'd at 
his Prince's Misfortunes, and lament his Fate. 
lown to thee, Labeł, that I never ſaw the Tears of 
ay Perſon trickle down, without being mov'd with 
ompaſſion. have a Feeling for the Unhappy, as if 
done but they were Men : and even thoſe in Power, 
owards whom I have a Heart of Stone when they are 
ng the height of their Proſperity, I can't helploving 
lem the Moment they fall into Difgrace, ' 1 +65 
Ay n indeed, in their Proſperity what have they to 
o wich an impertinent Tendernefs? It looks too much 
ke Equality They much rathet chuſe Rei pe, which 
ures no manner of Return; but as ſoon as they are 
allen from their Grandeur, nothing but our Lamenta- 
ons can make them recal to their Minds the Idea-of 
eir former high Condition. 
METAHIN Es there is ſomething very:natural; and 
ven very great, in the laying of a certain Prince, 
Pho being juſt ready to fall into his Enemies Power 
eeing his Courtiers round about him all in Tears; I 
Ind, ſays he, by your Tears, that I'm ſtill your King. 
Paris, 3d of the Moon | 1 
Chalval. 1718. LETTER 
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= LETTER CXXII. * 
= ; St lbs; he is 
Rica o Ibben, at Smirna. A 
| | 8 tho! 
W r haſt a thouſand times heard of the famo Ml be 
King of Sweden; he was beſieging a Place in ¶ the 
Kingdom call'd Norway ; as he was viſiting the Trenc mor 
es with only one Engineer, he receiy'd a Shot in H the! 
Head, which killd him upon the Spot. His Chief M be! 

niſter was, immediately ſecur d, the States met, any 
ſentenc'd him to loſe his Head. = On33% 151 14 P 

Hz was accus'd of a very high Crime, namely 

lumniating the Nation, and creating in the King a d 


lence of his People; an Offence, in my Opinion 
worthy of a thouſand Deaths, £534 WAY. 
Fon in ſhort, it it is an ill Action to blacken inthe 
Mind of one's Prince the loweſt of his Subjects, whit 
is it to traduce a whole People, and rob them of ti 
Good-will of him, whom Providence has ſet up u 
make them happy Ne 
I would have Men ſpeak to Kings as the Angels ſpett 
to our holy Prophet. | tanc 
Tuo u knoweſt that in the'ſacredBanquets, when bis v 
the Lord of Lords deſcends from the moſt ſublim prof. 
Throne in the World, to communicate himſelf to hi 
Slaves, I us d to make it a ſevere Law to my {elf u 
curb an unruly Tongue. LI was never ſeen to letfly 
the leaſt Word that cou'd be offenſive to the meaneſto 
his Subjects: b I was ſometimes oblig d to laj⸗ 
tide N yet I never quitted my Honeſty; andi 
that Trial of our Fidelity I risk'd my Life, but nerve 
my Virtue, $$ | £ 
I know not how it happens, but there's hardly eve 
a Prince ſo bad, but his Miniſter is worſe : if he cow: 
mits any ill Action he is ſtill prompted to it: whid 
makes that the Ambition of Princes is never (oats 
gerous as baſeneſs of Soul in his Counſellors : but! 
it not ſtrange fat a Man that ſteps into the Miniſtry bi 


yeſterday, that perhaps to-morrow will be out 
gal 
24 1 9 


he P 
lit] 
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gain, in a Moment to become an Enemy to himſelf, 


his Family, his Country, and a Nation yet to come out 
of the Loins of that very People whoſe Deſtruction 
he is going to compals ? 5 

A Prince has Paſſions, the Miniſter operates upon 
thoſe Paſſions; 'tis by them he directs his Miniſtry : 
he has no other Aim, nor will have any other Aim: 
the Courtiers debauch him by their Flattery, and he 
more dangerouſly flatters him with his Counſels, with 
the Deſigns he puts him upon, and the Maxims which 
he lays down to him. 


Paris, 23th of the Moon 
Saphar, 1719. - 


L E Ir TER CxxIII. 
' Rica 0 Usbek. 


Vas paſſing the other Day over the Pont Neuf with 
a Friend of mine: he met a Man of his Acquain- 
tance, who he ſaid was a Geometrician; and indeed 


bis whole 8 ſpoke as much, for he was in a 
profound 


and jogg him to make him deſcend to him: ſo buſy 
vas his Head about a Curve which perhaps he had been 
ammering his Brains upon for eight Days before: 
great Ciyilities paſs'd between them, and they mutual- 


offee-houſe, wherein I enter'd along with them. 
1 obſery'd that our Geometrician was receiv'd by e- 


om ery Body with great Officiouſneſs, and that the Boys 
dit the. Coftee-houſe paid him much more Reſpect 
dan ban they did to two Muſqueteers who were in the 
ut orner of the Room; as for him, he ſeem'd to like 


e Place he was in very well: he unwrinkled his Brow 
little, and began to look 3 and laugh, as if he 
| VE hal 
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| ditation : my Friend was forced to pull 
him by the Sleeve a conſiderable Time, and to ſhake 


y inform'd each other in the News of the learned 
orld : theſe Dilcourſes led them to the Door of the 
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Perſon was complaining that he had been ruin'd: 
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had not the leaſt Tincture of Geometry in his whole pro 
Compoſition. 1 
MEAN Time, with great exaQtneſs he meaſur'de. tm 
very Thing that was ſaid in Converſation ; he reſen. oth 
bled one that in a Garden with his Sword cuts off the the 
Heads of Flowers that riſe up above the reſt : a Slave for 


nay, a Martyr to Regularity, he was as much offend. pub 
ed at any thing that look'd like a Flight of Wit, asi it h. 


tender Eye is by too ſtrong a Light: nothing to him don 
was indifferent, provided it was true; and according on « 
his Converſation was pretty ſingular. He was come liſh 
that Day out of the Country, in company of a Mar htic 
who had been to ſee a noble Caſtle, and very fine 62. F 
dens: for his part, he ſaw nothing in it but a Building twe 
of ſixty Foot in Front, upon five and thirty in Depth and 
anda Wood of tenAcres, in the Foriu of a Parade the 
logram : He would have had the Rules of Peripec. 
tive obſerv'd in ſuch a Manner, as that the Walks o 
the Avenues might have appear'd throughout of ont 
and the ſame Breadth: and he would have laid down 
an infallible Method of doing it: he ſeem'd hugely 
pleas'd with a Dial he met with there of a very od 
Coutrivance, and was furiouſly angry at a learned Mu 

that ſat next me, who unhappily ask'd him if the Di 
ſhew'd the Babylonian Hours Another in the Room 
was talking of the Hñöombarding the Caſtle of Fontar 
bia: upon which he preſently gives us the Properi 
and Nature of the Line which the Bombs had delcrib 
in the Air, and being overjoy'd at his own Knop. 
ledge, he never ſo much as enquir'd, nor deſir d ty 
know, what Succeſs the Bombardment had, Anothe 


Winter betore by an Inundation: I'm glad of it witl 
all my Heart, ſays the Geometrician, I find I was gg 
in the Obſervation 1 made, and that there fell at lea 
two Inches of Water upon the Earth, more than tt 
Tear before. oe | 
A moment after this he went out, and we folloy' 
him: walking very faſt, and neglecting to look befots 
him, be ran full butt againſt another Man: it was a 
"alent Shock; and each of them rebounded back, 
* | propo 
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proportion to his reſpective Velocity and Bulk. Fal- 
Fog foul on one another in this Manner, *twwas ſome 
me before they cou'd recover themſelves: at laſt the 
Ml other Man, with his Hand up at his Forehead, ſays to 
me Geometrician, I'm very glad you ran againſt me, 
bor I have great News to tell you: I have juſt now 
i publiſh'd my Horace. Horace! ſays the Geometrician : 
ii it has been publiſh'd theſe two thouſand Years. You 
don't underſtand me, ſays the other: *Tis a Tranſlati- 
on of that antient Author, which I have juſt now pub- 
oY lind; I have been twenty Years employed in Tranſ- 
u lations. Shs ke: 
. How, Sir? ſaid the Geometrician; have you been 
oM twenty Years without thinking? you ſpeak for others, 
ad they think for you? Don't you believe, Sir, ſays 
the Scholar, that I have done the Public confiderable 
WF Services in making the reading of good Authors fami- 
lar to them? I don't abſolutely (ay ſo : Vye as great a 
Value as others for the ſublime Genius's whom you 
dreſs up in Diſguiſe : but you'll never be like them in 
the leaſt : for if you tranſlate.on to Eternity, you'll 
never be tranſlated your ſelf, , | 
TRANSLATION Sarelike Copper Money, which 
in proportion have the ſame Value as a Piece of Gold, 
nay, and are of much greater Uſe among the People; 
but ſtill they are light, and have a baſe Alloy. | 
} You. ſay, that you are for reviving among us thoſe 
iliftrious Dead; and 1 own that you give em indeed 
a Body, but you don't endow em with Lite, there is 
ſtill wanting a Spirit to annimate them, 1 85 
uv don't you rather apply your ſelt to the Search 
of a thouſand glorious Truths, which may be eaſily 
come at by a geometrical Calculation? After this ſhort 
Admonition they parted, not oyer-ſatisfied with one 
another, you may well believe. | 5 


Paris, the laſt of the Moon 
"Rebiab 1719. 
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Newſmongers, who meet in a ſpacious Garden, when wr 
their Idleneſs continually finds Employment: They 


talking theſe fifty Years to as much purpoſe, as if the 


they ſhoot themſelyes into the Future; and being be- 


| ol in all ſublunary Proceeding: They lead a Generalby 


«- 


LemTrTeER CXXIV. [ 
Rica W 
SHALL entertain thee in this Letter with an A8 


count of a certain People called Intelligencers a 


are of no manner of U1e to the State, and have bee 


had ſo long ſaid juſt nothing at all: however, they fan. of 0 
cy themſelves conſiderable People, becauſe thei 


Thoughts are taken up with magnificent Projects, and 
buſy'd in nothing but græat Affairs. | 1 ö 


Tu Baſis of their Converſation is an impertinent 
and ridiculous Curioſity; There is no Cabinet ſo cloſe, by 
which they don't pretend to penetrate into: The 4 
won't allow themſelves to be ignorant of any Thing: 
They know the exact Number of our Auguſt Sultan 
Wives; how many Children he gets in a Year; aul 14 
although they're at no Expence for Spies, they ar - 


throughly inform'd of the Meaſures he is taking to ie iry 
duce the exorbitant Power of the Emperor of te , 
Turks, and that of the Mogals. Fan 


T REI have no ſooner exhauſted the Preſent, bu 


fore-hand with Providence, they preyent the Almigh 


e Hand; and after they have prais'd him for a thous 
ſand Fooleries which he never did commit, they pte 
pare a thouſand more for him, which he never wil. 
Anus they make fly like Cranes, and Wali 
fall down as if they were made of Paſteboard : 1 
have Bridges upon all Rivers, ſecret Paſſages through al 
Mountains, immenſe Magazines amidſt burning Sands! 


They want nothing but their Senſes. ; Mr 
A Man with whom I lodge received the following ar 
Letter from one of this Tiibe, which 1 took a Co = 
of on Account of us Singularity, _—_ 


* 
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8 L R, 7 
AM ſeldom miſtaken in my Conjectures, on the Affairs 
of the Times : The firſt of January 17 11 1foretold that 
the Emperor Joleph would die in the Courſe of a Tear: 
lt is true, that as be was then in very good Health, I 
thought 1 ſhould expoſe my ſelf to be laugh'd at, if Thad 
been explicate ; for which reaſon I made uſe of Terms ſome - 
what Ænigmatical; but People that know how to reaſon, 
underſtood me perfectly well, | 
TM AS [con as the War was declared between the Emperor 
and the Turks, I went and look d out for all the Genilemen 
TIM ef our Fraternity in every Corner of the Tuilleries; Icon- 
ven d em to meet at the Fountain, and foretold em that Bel» 
u ade would be beſieg d and taken : was ſo fortunate as to 
fnd my Prediction fulfilled : it is true, that about the mid. 
dleof the Siege I wager d a hudred Piſtoles that it would be 
taken the eighteenth of Auguſt 1717; it was not taken till 
the Day after. That a Man ſhou'd loſe, that was ſo near 
the Game ! When I found the Spaniſh Fleet landing their 
Men in Sardinia, Tjudg'd they would make a Conqueſs of 
u: As I ſaid ſo it happen d: Puft up with this Succeſs, 1 
added, that this victorious Fleet would go and make a De- 
ſeent at Final, in order to conquer the Milaneſe. Findin 
this Notion not readily received, 1 reſolv'd to ſupport it wit 


For that Dog Alberoni, in breach of Treaties, ſent his 
Fleet into Sicily, and trick'd at once two great Politicians, 
the Duke of Savoy and my ſelf. This, Sir, has ſo con- 
founded me, that I'm now reſoluv'd fo prophecy on, but ne- 
ver to lay Wagers again. Formerly this Practice of laymg 


the C. d. L. did not allow of em; but ſince a Pack of 
ert Coxcombs have intruded amongſt us, we know not 
whereabouts we are, Me no ſooner open our Mouths to tell 
a Piece of News, but up ſtarts one of theſe young Fe-low's, 
and challenges you, hell lay you any Wager to thecontrary. 

ANOTHER Day, as 1 was opening my Mens 
and fitting my Spectacles to my Noſe, one of theſe Bullies 
laying hold of the Interval between the firſt Word and the 
econd, ſays to me, Pl bett a hundred Piſtoles upon the Ne- 
Satives I made as i I did not mind what he ſaid, and 

| L 3 proceeding 
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4 high Hand: I betted fifty Piſtoles, and loſt them too: 


Wagers was unknown in the Tuilleries; and the late M. 
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; proceeding in a louder Voice than before, ſays I, the Mare. 
ſechal de * having Intelligence, . . . It's falſe, ſay; 
he, your News is always full of Impertinence, there is no 
the leaſt Spark of common Senſe in it. Ibeg, Sir, that yy 
will do me the Favour to lend me thirty Piſtoles; ſor I mul 
needs ſay this wagering has very much Diforder'd my At 
fairs : I ſend you the Copy of two Letters, which 1 writ 
to the chief Miniſter, Jam, &c, 


Leiter from the Intelligencer, tothe Chief Miniſter, 


Mx Lox d, 


FAM the moſt zealous Subject the King ever had; 
& 'twas I hat ovlig'd onesof my Friends to execute a Pri- 

ject which I had form'dof a Book, to de;nonſtrate that 
Lewis :he Grand was thegreateſt Prince that ever de/erv'd 
#hat Tile. I have been long employ'd upon another Work, 
which will do yet more Honour to our Nation, if your Lird- 
ſhip pleaſes to grant me a Patent: my Deſign is tojrov, 
that ſince the Beginning of the Monarchy, the French 
have never once len beaten; aud that all that has been hi. 
therto ſaid to the contrary dy the Hiſtorians, are downright 
Lies; 1 amoblig d to ſet them right in many Particulars, 
and I will be bold to ſay, that no Man excegds me in tit 


- 


critical Part. 


AVING loſt M. the C. d. L. we beg you wont 

be pleas'd to let us chuſe a Preſident : Our Conit- 

rences are in great Diſorder, and the Affairs Stau 
are not diſcuſs d therein with that Regularity they us di 
be: Our young Men behave themſelves without the leaf 
. Regard to their Seniors, and without any Diſcipline among 
themſelves : *Tis the very Counſel of Rehoboam, hen. 
in the young Men preſcribe to the old. In vain were 
ſent to them, that we were in peaceable Poſſeſſion of tht 
Tuilleries twenty Years before they were horn 3 ] belizut 
they ll quite drive us out in Time; and when they haut & 
blig' d us to quit thoſe Places, where we have ſo eften calls 
up the Ghoſts of our French Heroes, we muff go and * 


* 
4 


aur Ce 
Place. 


Pa 
{ 


— 


wr Conferences in the King's Garden, or ſome more remote 
Place. | 6 1 am, & c, 


Paris, 7th of the Moon 
, Gemmadi 2, 1719. 


fe 5 1 bY * 
9 S 
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LETTER CXXV. 
Ruedi zo Rica, at Paris. 


he E of the Things which moſt exerciſed my Cu- 
; rioſity after my Arrival in Europe, was the Hiſto- 
Fyand Origin of Republics. Thou knoweſt that ge- 
nerally the Ffratics have not ſo much as the leaſt Idea 
of this ſort of Government, and that their Imaginati- 
on never extended ſo far as to comprehend, there 
cou'd poſſibly be any other fort than the Deipotick 
' Wl tiroughout the World, 


THe firſt Governments were Monarchial: Twas- 


were formed, TH 
Greece having been ſwallow'd up by a Deluge, new 
Inhabitants came to repeople it: She had almoſt all 
her Collonies from Egypt, and the neareſt Aſiatic 
Countries: And thoſe Countries being governed by 
Kings, the People that came out of them were govern- 
ed in the like Manner. But the Tyranny ot thoſe 
Princes growing too heavy, the People ſhook off the 
Yoke, and from the broken Remains of ſo many 


ſo very flouriſhing, the only polite Country amidit 
Barbarians, * 

Tu E Love of Liberty, and Averſion to Kings, pre- 
ſery d Greece a long Time ina State of Independence, 
and very far extended the Republican Government. 
The Cities of Greece found Allies in Aſia Minor: They 
ſent thither Colonies as free as themſelves, which were 
as fo many Ramparts againſt the Attempts of the King 
of Perſia, This was not all: Greece peopled Italy Italy 

L 4 


— 
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bs only by Chance, and Length of Time, that Republics , 


Kingdoms aroſe thoſe Republics which made Greece 


Spain, 
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_ Sfain, and perhaps Gaul. T is notorious that the great 
Heſperia, ſo famous among the Antients, was at the 
beginning Greece, which was look'd upon by its Neigh. 
bours as the Seatof Felicity : The Greeks not finding 
ar home that happy Country, went andJook'd for it in 
Italy; thoſe in Italy, in Spain; thoſe of Spain, in Betj. 
ca or Portugal: So that all theſe Regions went by this 
Name among the Antients. The Greek Colonies car. 
ry'd along with 'em a Spirit of Liberty. which they 
had aſſum'd from that kindly Climate. And accord. 
ingly we feldom or never, in thoſe remote Times, 
meet with Monarchies in Italy, Spain, or either of the 
Gauls. We ſhall ſee by and by, that the People of the 
North and of Germany were no leſs free than theo- 
thers : And it there are Appearances of any Thing 
like Royalty among 'em, it is becauſe their Leaders of 
Armies, or Heads of Republics, were miſtaken tor 
Kings. , | 

At EL this happen'd in Europe: As for Aſa and Afr 
ca they were ever oppreſs'd with Deſpotitm ; except. 
ing ſome Towns of Aſia Minor already taken Notice 
of; and the Republic of Carthagein Ajrica. 

TAE World was divided between two powerful Re. 
publics, Rome and Carthage: Nothing is ſo well known 
as the beginning of the Roman Republic; and nothing 
ſo little known as the Origin of that of Carthage: We 
are utterly ignorant of the Succeſſion ot African Prin- 
ces after Dido, nor do we know by what Means they 
came to loſe their Power, The prodigious Increaſe of 
the Roman Republic would have been a great Bieſling 

roMankind, had there not been that unreaſonable dit. 

ference between the Citizens of Rome and the con- 
quered Nations; had they given to the Governors of 
Provinces a more limited Authority; had they paid due 
Regard to thoſe divine Laws made to reſtrain theit 
Tyranny; and had they not, in order to ſilence thole 
Laws, imploy'd the very Treaſures which their Na- 
pine and Injuſtice had accumulated together, 

LIEBER y ſeems to be calculated to che Genius of 
the Nations of Europe, and Slavery adapted to thatol 
the Aſiatics. In vain did the Romans offer that * 
SAY | able 
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able Treaſure to the Capadocians; that worthleſs Na- 
tian refus'd it, and courted Servitude with the ſame 
: MW Ardour as other Nations purſu'd Liberty. 
Ceſar cruſh'd the Roman Republic, and brought it 
under arbitrary Power. 5 
Europe groan'd a long Time beneath the military and 
violent Government; and the Roman Mildneſs was 
chang' d into a hard- hearted Oppreſſion. 8 
.. MEAN while infinite Numbers of unknown Nati- 
ons ſwarm'd from out the North; ſpread themſelves 
xe Torrents through all the Roman Provinces; and 
, Wl buding it as eaſy a Thing to make Conqueſts, as to ex- 
erciſe their Pyracies, they diſmembred thoſe Provin- 
e ces, and made Kingdoms of em. Theſe People were 
kee; and they ſo confin'd the Authority of the Kings, 
at they were properly ſpeaking no more than Lea» 
ders of Armies. Thus thoſe Kingdoms, though found- 
red in Force, felt not the Yoke of a Conqueror, When 
che Nations of Aſia, namely the Turks and the Tar- 
-u, made any Conquelts, the being accultom'd to 
- WH the Will and Pleaſure of one ſingle Perſon, thought 
e of nothing more than bringing him new Subjects, and 
by the Force of Arms eſtabliſh his violent Authority: - 
but the Northern Nations being free in their own Coun- 
n WF try, when they had leiz'd the Roman Provinces, took 
gc care not to beſtow. on their Chiefs too large a Power. 
e Nay, ſome of them, the Vandals, tor Inſtance, in 4- 
i- WF f1ca, the Goths in Spain, depos'd their Kings whenever 
bey were diſatisfy'd with them; and the others too a- 
of bridg'd the Authority of the Prince a thouſand ways : 
g Agreat Number of Lords took ſhare of it with him; 
f. WW 2 War was never enter'd upon without their Conſent; 
the Plunder was divided between the Genaral and the 
Soldiers; no Taxation in favour of the Prince; the 
ue Laws were made in Aſſemblies of the whole Nation. 
it Such was the inndamental Principle of all thoſe States 
a that were form d out of the Wrecks of the Roman Ear 
re. 
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| L.$ Lr. 


* 


214 Perſian Letters. 
Cy 


LETT ERR EXXVI.. 


Rica to * * * 


O ME five or ſix Months ago I was in a Coffee. 
houſe, where I obſerv'd a Gentleman very well 
habited in Company with others, who were ver 
attentive to him: The Subject of his Diſcourſe 
was the Pleaſurcs of Paris; and he lamented his 
Condition, that he was obliged to live in the Coun: 
try. I have, ſays he, fifteen thouſand Livres yearly 
Income in Land; I ſhould be much happier with z 
fourth Part of it in Money and portable Effects. *Tis 
to no purpoſe to preſs my Tenants, and ſue 'em fot 
Arrears, I make em but the more inſolent: I neyer 
Fet could ſee a hundred Piſtoles together: were J to 
owe ten thouſand Livres, they would feize my Lands, 
and I ſhould be utterly undone. _ od. 
Iwent my way, without heeding what he had been 
faying: But happening yeſterday to bein that Neigl. 
Sourhood 1 enter'd into the ſame Rouſe; and-fay 
grave Maa with a pale long Viſage, who in the midi 
of five or fix Talkers. ſeem d to be very dull and me. 
Jancholy; at laſt breaking out, Gentlemen, ſays be, 
I'm ruin'd ; I have not wherewithal to buy me Bread; 
IT have actually by me two hundred thonſand Livres in 
Bank Notes, and a hundred thouſand Crowns in Spe- 
rie: I'm in a terrible Condition: J thought my felt 
gich, and am a Beggar: Had 1 methinks But one Slp 
of Land to retire to, I might be fure of ſomething 
Þut J have not ſo much Land as will lye under the Cir 
gumference of my Hat. e "0 
I chanc'd to turn about, and ſaw another Man mt 
King ugly Faces, as if he had been poſſeſs'd, Wio 
Mall we truſt, cry'd'he? To lend a Sum of Money ou 
of pure Friendſhip, and the Raſcal to pay it me now! 
baſe Treachery! well, he mae as he pleaſes, I ſþal 
never have a good Opinion of him again as long 281 
Lye. | oh ey 


; k * 
14 - 
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Ar his Elbow ſat another ſhabbily dreſt, who lift- 
ing up the Eggs of his Ey ess Heaven proſper, cries 
he, the Schemes of our Miniſters; may I ſee Stock 
at two thouſand, and all the Lacquies in Paris richer 
than their Maſters, I had the Curioſity to ask his 
Name, and was told he was extremely poor, and had 

as poor a Trade. He is a Genealogiſt, and hopes that 
his Trade will turn up Trump, it Fortune-making 
continues thus, and that all the rich Upſtarts will have 
WW occaſion for him to reform their Name, new- mould 
their Anceſtors, and embelliſh their Coaches: He fan- 
cies that: he ſhall have the making as many Men of 
Quality as he pleaſes, and he skips for Joy that he ſhall 
zwũbave full Employment. | 
A AFTERWARDS came in an old, pale, wither'd 
Skeleton of a Man, whom | knew to be a Coffee- 
«MM Houſe Politician before he ſat down: He was not of 
oe Number of thoſe, who have a triumphant Aſſurance 
WH againſt all Viciſſitudes of Fortune, and preſage no- 
ching but Victories and Trophies: No, be was one 
of thoſe Tremblers who deal in nothing but ſad News. 
Affairs have but an ill Aſpect on the Side of Spain, ſays 
he; we have no Cavalry upon the Frontier, and 'tis to 
be fear d Prince Pio, who is very ſtrong in Horſe, will 
lay all Languedoc under Contribution. 
OvrR-AGAINS v me ſat a Philoſopher, none of 
the beſt accoutred, who took this News- monger into 
his Compaſſion, and lifted up his Shoulders as faſt as 
the other did his Voice: I drew near to him, and he 
whiſpers me, That Puppy there, ſays he. has been 
this Hour entertaining us with his Fears for Languedoc; 
Whereas I diſcoyer'd yeſterday a Spot in the Sun, which 
it it ſhould ſpread, would confound the whole Frame af 


Nature, and yet no body has heard me utter a ſingle. 
Syllable allthis while. Z 
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Paris, 17th of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1719, 
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LETTER CXXVII. 
Rica 20 * * * 


WENT the other Day to ſee a large Library in a 
Convent of Derviſes, who are the Depoſitaries or 
Truſtees appointed to keep it; but they are obliged to 
let any body come in at certain Hours. 
EN TRAIN in, 1 ſaw a grave Man walking about 
in the midſt ef numberleſs Multitudes of Volumes; 
I made up to him, and defir'd him to tell me what 
Books thoſe were that were better bound than the 
reſt : Sir, ſays he, lam here in a ſtrange Land; Ido 
not know a ſingle Soul in it: I am frequently ask'd the 
| tame Queſtions as you now ask me; but you do not 
IF think I'll ge read all theſe Books in order to ſatisfie 
18> "them: My 8 ſhall ani wer your Queſti- 
on, for he is employed Night and Day in unfolding 
theſe Things: He's a good for nothing Wretch, anda 
dead Weight upon our Hands, for he does not work 
for the Convent: But bark the Bell rings for Dinner; 
ſuch as are the Head of a Community, as I am, ought 
e ver to be the firſt at all the Exerciſes, This ſaid the 
Monk puſhes me out, locks faſt the Door, and in a 
Moment diſappeared as if he had flown upon the 
Wingsof the Wind. 


Paris, 22/8. of the Moon De 
Ramazan, 1719. Uſ 
lig 
LETTER CXXVIII. Pa 
; thi 
Rica to the ſame. " 
| KERNEL | ; 
H E next Day I went again to this Library, where is i! 
| I found quite another Man from bim] had {cen Ji anc 
the Day before: He bad an Air of Simplicity, bis I dri 

# 15 Phyſiog- 


Perſian Letters. 25% 


Phyſiognomy 1 prightly, and his Addreſs:eaſy.- As 


foon as I had made him acquainted with my Bulineſs,. 
which was no more than to know what thoſe ſine gilt 
Books were, he prepar'd to ſatisfie my Curioſity; and 
feeing I was a Stranger, he was ſo kind as to take ſome 
pains to inſtruct me. Father, ſays I to him, what are 
| WW thoſe bulky Volumes that fill all this ſide of the Libra- 
ry? They are, ſays he to me, the Interpreters of the 
» Wl Scripture. There's a world of them, ſays I; the Serip- 
ture muſt needs have been very dark in former Times, 
and very clear now; are there any Doubts ſtill remain-- 
ing to be ſoly'd? are there any Points ſtill conteſted? 
Points ſtill conteſted * Good God, Points ſtill conteſt- 
ed! anſwers he: why there are as many as there are 
Lines. Ay, fays I to him, and pray what have all theſe 
Authors been doing? Theſe Authors, replies he, have- 
not been ſeeking in the Scriptures for what ought to be- 
beliv'd, but for what they themſelyes believe; they 
have not look'd upon it as a Book containing the Doc- 
trines which they oughtto receive, but as a Work that 
might give Authority to their own Conceits = And this. 
bas made them corrupt the Senſe thereof in every 
Part, and put to the Rack every individual Paſſage in 
it: it is a Country, where Men of all Seas make De- 
ſcents, and go to it as to a Place of Plunder: it is a 
Field of Battle, wherein all Nations encounter, join 
er Battle, fall foul upon one another, and skir- 
miſh ita thouſand different ways. . 
NExrwT them, you ſee the Aſceties, or Books of 


Uſe : now come thoſe of Theology; doubly unintel- 


ner they treat it in. The Works of the Myſticks, that 
is to ſay, the Devotees with a tender Heart. Dear 
Father, ſays I to him, top a little: let me hear ſome- 
thing of theſe ſame Myſfticks.. Sir, ſay he, Devotion 

warms a Heart that's diſpos'd ro Tenderneſs, and cau- 

ſes it to lend up to the Brain Spirits, whereby the Brain 
ere is in like manner heated; from whence ariſe Eeſtaſies 
en WW and rapturous Tranſports. This Condition is the De- 
his WW Urium of Devotion; It oftentimes improves, or 15 
og- ther 


Devotion: and there Books of Morality of far greater 


ligible, both for the matter they treat of, and the man- 
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ther degenerates, into Quietiſm: You know a Quie 
tiſt — up of a Madman, a Devotee, ns 
bertine. | | , 

TXaoss younder are the Caſuiſts,. that diſcloſe to 
the Day the Secrets of the Night; that form in their 
Imagination all the Monſters the Dæ mon of Love i 
capable of producing; which they bring together, 
compare them, and make them the eternal Object of 
their Thoughts: Tis well if their Heart is not an Ac. 
complice in the Abuſe, and. joins with and promotes 
all thoſe Exceſſes fo naturally deicrib'd, and ſo naked. 
ly painted. 
ou ſee, Sir, Fam a Free-thinker, and ſpeak with. 
out Reſerve : Lam, by Nature, plain-hearted ; much 
more towards you who are a Stranger, deſirous to 
know Things, and to know them as they really are in 
themſelves. I might, if I'd had a mind to it, haye 
ſpoke theſe Things to you in the height of Admiration; 
L mighthave ſaid at every Word, this is divine, that's 
venerable, the other marvellous: and the Conle- 
quence of all this had been, either {muſt have thought 
you a Fool, or you mea Knave. 

HERR we broke off: an unexpected Buſineſs call'd 
away the Derviſe, and ſo we adjourn'd our Converſa: 
tion to the next Day. 


Paris, 234 of the Moon 
Rhamazan, 1719. 


4 L.-T ER EALL. 
Rica 70 the ſame.- 


Au again at the appointed Hour, and was led 
I by my Man exactly to the ſame Place where we 
parted,” There, ſays he, are the Grammarians, the 
Gloflers, and the Commentators. Father, ſays I to 
him, is it not poſſible for theſe Gentry to be withouta 
Word of. Senſe 2 Ves. ſays he, they may very ali 
og 8 OTE | with- 
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Without itz nor indeed does it appear that they have a- 
ny: and yet their Works are never a whit the worſe 
for it; which is a great Convenieney'to them, That 
is very true, ſaid I to him: and I know ſeveral Philo- 
ſophers that would do very well to apply themſelve to 
theſe Sorts of Sciences. e 
; THOSE there, ſaid he, are the Orators, that have 
che Faculty of Perſwaſion, without the Help of rea- 
. ſoning ;. andthe Geometricians, who oblige a Man, in 
ſpight of himſelf, to be perſwaded, and foree him to 
N be convinc'd, like ſo many Tyrants. Thoſe there are 
Metaphyſicks, that handle high Matters, and wherein 
- W you meet with Infinite at every Step you take: Yonder 
1 are the Naturaliſts, who will needs have it there is as 
much of the Marvellous in the ſimpleſt Machine of our 
n Mechanicks, as in the Oeconomy of the vaſt Uni- 
2 verſe. Booksof Medicine, thoſe Monuments of the 
Imbecillity of Nature, and of the Power of Art, which 
make Mankind tremble when they treat even of the 
flighteſt Diſtempers, as if Death was at our Elbow; 
but which reſtore us again to a perfect Securiry, when 
they talk of the Virtue of Medicines, as if we were 
become immortal. 80 | : 
Cros E by theſe, you fee the Books of Anatomy, 
nothing near ſo-copious in deſcribing the Parts of the 
Human Body, as in giving them hard Names; which 
neither cures the Patient's Diltemper,, nor the Phyſici- 
an's Ignorance. 1 
Tu x e's Chymiſtry for you, that dwells ſometimes- 
in a Goal, and ſometimes in a Mad-houſe; both of 
them Manſions equally. proper for its Reception. 
Tuos E there are the Books of Occult Science, or 
rather Ignorance x they deal in a fort of Witchcraft, 
execrable in moſt People's Opinions, but in mine la- 
mentable, Such likewiſe are the Books of judicial A- 
ec firology, How ſay you, Father? Ot judicial Aſtro- 
we Wl logy! reply'd I, with ſome Emotion: why thoſe are 
the WW the Books that are in moſt Eſteem with us in Perſia 4 
to they regulate every Action of our Lives, and deter- 
a mine us in allour Undertakings :: Aſtrologers are pro- 
be perl our Directors; nay more, they, ſhare in the Go 
ih- © vernment 
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yerament of the State, If it be ſo, reply'd: he, you 


live under a worſe. Yoke than that of Reaſon; for this: 


is the ſtrangeſt Empire of all Empires: I heartily pity 
2 Family, and much more a whole Nation, that yields 
itſelf; to beſo tyrania d oyer by the Planets, To which 
Ireply'd, we make uſe of Aſfrology, as you do of Al. 
bra : Every Nation has its peculiar Science, accord- 
ing to which it regulates its Politicks: All the Aſtrolo- 
gers put together never committed ſo many Follies in 
Perſia, as one ſingle Algebriſt of yours has done here, 
Think youthat the fortuitous concurrence of the Stars 
is not as ſure a Rule to go by, as the fine reaſonings ot 
Four Syltem-maker? Were che Voices to be gathered 
upon this Subject in France and Perſia, it would afford 
a glorious Field of Triumph to Aſtrology : you'd fe 
the Mathe maticians humbled with a Vengeance: what 
knock-down Corollaries would they draw out againſt 
them ? 
Qu Diſpute was interrupted,. and ſo we parted. 


Paris, 26th. of the Moon 
- -Rhamazan, 719 


Win ——_—_——} , — — 
LIT r . 
Rica to the ſame. 


HE next time we met, my learned Conductot 
led me into a private Cloſet. Theſe, ſaid he, are 
the Books of modern Hiſtory: firſt and foremolt be- 
hold the Hiſtorians ot the Church and the Popes; Books 
which 1 read to edify by, but which very often havea 
quite contrary Effect upon me. | 
Y ON DER are thoſe that have writ of the Decay of 


me formidable Roman Empire, which ſprung out of 


the Ruins of ſo- many Monarchies; and upon the Fall 
whereof ſo many new ones were form'd: an: infinite 
Number ot barbarous Nations, as unknown as the 
Countries they inhabited, ſtarted uꝑ on a ſudden, ore 
L 4 ru 
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jun it, ravag d it, pull'd it to Pieces, and founded thoſe 
Kingdoms which you now ſee in Europe: properly 
ſpeakiug, theſe People were not Barbarians, becauſe 
they were free: but they became ſo afterwards, when 
they ſubmitted to an abiolute Power; as moſt of em 
did, and loſt that glorious Liberty, ſo conformable to 
Reaſon, Humanity and Nature. FX 3 
THOSE there are the Hiſtorians of Germany, an 
Empire which is but a faint Shadowy of the firſt Empire; 


Earth that has not been weakened by diſunion, nay 
more, the only one that gathers Strength in proportion 
to her Loſſes; and which, though flow in improvin 
Advantages, becomes invincible by its Defeats. 
HER E you have the Hiſtorians of France, where at. 
firlt you ſee the Power of the Kings in Embryo; twice 
they dye and revive again, then for ſeveral Ages toge» 
ther you find them in a languiſhing Condition; but 
inſenſibly gaining Strength and Accretion trom all 
Parts, at laRt it climbs to its utmoſt Pinnacle: Like cer- 
tain Rivers which in their Courſe loſe their Waters, or 
conceal themſelvs beneath the Earth; .then appearing 
again, and being ſwell'd with the Acceſſion of other 


their Paſſage,  * .. 

TRE next I preſent you with is the Spaniſh Nation 
ſallying out of Mountains: The Mahometan Princes as 
inſenſibly reduced as they had rapidly conquer d: ſo 
many Kingdoms reunited under one vaſt Monarchy, 
which was become almoft the only Manarchy in the 
World; till overcharg'd with its falſe Opulence, ſhe 
loſt her Strength, and even her Reputation, and pre» 
ſerved nothing but the Pride of her Art Prowels, | 
Tos there are the Hiſtorians ot England, wheres 
in you fee Liberty inceſſantly riſing out of the Flames 
of Diſcord and Sedition; the Prince continually tot- 
tering upon an immoveable Throne; an impatient 
People, wiſe in the midſt of Madneſs, and which be- 
ing Miſtreſs of the Sea (a Thing never before heard 


of) intermixes Commerce with Empire. ot 
NEx x them are the Hiſtorians ot that other __ 


but which, in my Opinion, is the only Power upon 


Rivers, they violently ſweep away whatever oppoſes | 
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of the Sea, the Republick of Holland, ſo reſpected in 
Europe, and ſo formidable in Aſia, where her Factors 
behold Kings proſtrate at their Feet. 

THE Hiſtorians of Italy ſer before your Eyes a Na- 
tion once Miſtreſs of the World; now a Slave to all 
other Nations; her Princes diſunited and impotent, 
and having no other Attribute of Sovereignty but an 
empty ſpeculative Polity. | | 

SEE here the Hiſtorians of the Republicks; Swiſſer- 
land, the Image of Liberty; Venice, whoſe whole ſup- 
port lies in her Oeconomy; and Genoa, that has no- 
thing to boaſt of but her Buildings. 

Hex F you have thoſe of the North; and among o- 
thers Poland, who makes ſo ill an uſe of her Liberty, 
and of the Privilege ſhe has in electing her Kings, it 
looks as if ſhe had a Mind thereby to comfort her 
Neighbours for the Loſs of both. : 

HERE we parted, upon promiſe to meet again the 
next Day. : 


Paris, 24 of the Moon 
Chalyal, 2719. 


LET TEA CXXIXI. 
Rica 10 the ſame. 


T H E next Day he took me into another Cloſet, 
Theſe are the Poets, ſaid he, that is to ſay, thoſe 
Authors whoſe Trade it is to put Shackles upon good 
Senſe, and ſmother Reaſon with Heaps of Flowers; 
as was the Cuſtom formerly to bury Women beneath 
their Ornaments and fine Cloaths: you know em wel 
enough, they are not uncommon among your Orien- 
tals, where a hotter Sun ſeems to fire the very Imagi- 
nations of you. - 

HERE are the Epic Poems. Epic Poems! ſays]: 
What are they ? In troth, ſays he, 1 don't know: the 


-L 
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Critics ſay, there neyer were but two, and that all = 
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reſt that go by that Name are but Counterfeits: this 
too is what Pm equally ignoraant of: Ty ſay fur- 
ther, tis impoſſible to make any more of the Sort; 
which is yet more ſurpriſing, 

HERE we have the Dramatic Poets, which in my 
Opinion are Poets indeed, or rather may be call'd the 
Poets, by way of Excellence; they are the Maſters of 
the Paſſions : There are two Sorts; the Comic, which 
tickle us agreeably, and the Tragic which diſturb us, 
and put us into violent Agitations. 24 

THESE here are the Lyrics, whom I deſpiſe as 
much as I eſteem the others, and who make an harmo- 
nious Extravagance of their Art. e 

NEx r come the Authors of Idylliums and Ee- 
logues, which pleaſe even the Courtiers by the Idea 
they give them of a certain Tranquility which they 
have not, and which they will have to be inherent to 
the Condition of Shepherds. 

Or all the Authors that we have hitherto been turn- 
ing over, we come now to the moſt dangerous; and 
they are your ſharpners of Epigrams: A ſort of fine, 
{mall Dart, which makes a deep / ound not to be 
reach'd by any Medicine. 1 

l E A x you ſee the Romancers, a Species of Poets, 
and who ſtrain alike both the Language of the Mind, 
and that of the Heart; who ſpend their Lives in ſeek- 
ing after Nature and never find her, and whe create! 
Heroes as unaccountably monſtrous as winged Dra- 
gons and Hippocentaurs. 
et. Ihave ſeen, ſays I, ſome of your Romances; and 

were you to fee onrs you would be much more ſhock'd 
od atem, they are full as unnatural, and are over and a- 
s; ¶ dove extremely erampt by our Manners: a ten Years 
th BY Paſſior is requir'd before a Lover can ſee fo much as his 
Miſtreſs's Face: all this while the Authors are fore'd to 
entertain the Readers with thefe tedious Preliminaries: 
gi- WH ow it being impoſſible to vary the Incidents, Recourſe 

is had to an Artifice, or Remedy till worſe than the 
1: WW Diltemper; namely, Prodigies: I'm well aſſur d you 
the will not approve of an Enchantreſs conjuring up Ar- 
the mies out of the Bowels of the Earth; or that one ſingle 
rk | Heroe 
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Heroe ſhould deſtroy another Army conſiſting of an 
hundred thouſand Men: Yet theſe are our Romances ; 
Theſe inſipid and reiterated Adventures make us dull, 
and theſe extravagant Prodigies are perfectly ſhocking. 


Paris, 6th of the Moon 
| Chalyal, 1719. 


: 


LESZTT ER CXXXIL 
Rica 70 Ibben, at Smirna. 


WV * 


H E Miniſters ſucceed each other, and drive one 
another out like the Seaſons. Within theſe 
three Years have I ſeen four ſeveral Changes in the 8. 
ſtem of the Finances. In Perſia and in Twrkey the Sub - 
ſidies are to this Day levy'd in the ſame manner as the 
Founders of thoſe Monarchies us'd to levy them : It is 
far from being ſo here. *Tis true we don'tuſe fo much 


Art in this Affair as the Europeans: We are of Opinion, 


that the Difference between adminiſtring the Revenues 
of a Prince, and thoſe ot a private Man, is no more than 
there is between reckoning up a hundred thouſand To- 
mans or a hundred. But here in this Country there is a 
great deal more of Finaſſe and Myſtery. Great Genius's 
muſt work Night and Day, and be inceſſantly conceiy- 
ing, and bringing forth with Pain new Projects; mult 
bearken to the Advice of Multitudes of People that 
work for em without being defir'd, muſt withdraw 
and lock themſeves in a Cloſet impenetrable to the 

reat, and rever'd by the little; muſt always have their 
Read fill'd with important Secrets, miraculous Plans, 
new Schemes; and ſwallowed up in Meditation, mult 


not only be depriv'd of the uſe of Speech, but even 


ſometimes of good Manners. 

As ſoon as the late King's Eyes were clos'd, 2 new 
Adminiſtration was to be eſtabliſnt; Affairs were vi- 
ſibly in a bad Condition, but how to make em better 
was a Task they knew not how to go about: — 

18 We 
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were dilpleas'd at che unlimited Authority of the pre- 
ceding Miniſters, a Reſolution was therefore taken to 
divide the Miniſtry : To this Purpoſe ſix or ſeven Couns 
ſels were created: And this Miniſtry is perhaps that 
which of all others has govern'd France in the moſt 
rational manner. Its Duration was ſhort, as well as 
that of the Benefits it produce. 

France at the Death of the late King was a Body la- 
bouring under a thonſand Diſtempers: N-* * todk 
her Cure in Hand, cutaway. the ſuperfluous Fleſn, and 
apply'd ſome topical Remedies: But ſtill there remain'd 
an interior Malady. A Foreigner came and undertook 

the Cure : After uſing a.great many violent Medicines, 
he thought he had reſtor'd her to a good Plight ; but 
'was falſe Fat: He only bloated herr. 7 

THEY that were rich Men ſix Months ago, are now 
fallen into Poverty; and ſuch as had not Bread to eat; 
now wallow in Rickes, Never were theſe two Extremes 
ſo contiguous before. This Foreigner has turn'd the 
State, as a Taylor turns an old Coat; what was under- 
moſt he made uppermoſt, and what was uppermoſt he 

uts undermoſt. The unexpected Fortunes that have 
— made! Incredible even to thoſe that poſſeſs em 
The Almighty did not with more Rapidity create Men 
out of nothing, How many Footmen are now fery'd 
by their Fellow-ſeryants, and perhaps to-morrow by 
their Maſters! SOIC; 1.45 101), ac en 

THis oftentimes Occaſions odd Accidents. Foot- 

men that had made their Fortunes in the laſt Reign now 
bragg of their Birth: They beſtow uponthole that have 
juſt laid aſide their Livery, the ſame Contempt them- 
ſelyes were in ſix Months before; they make a Noiſe, 
that Gentility is utterly undone, and there's nothing 
but Confuſion in the State: All Diſtinction at an end! 
No reſpect paid to Men of Rank! None but Upſtarts 
to be ſeen! Sprung up in a Night like Muſhrooms! 1 
doubt not but theſe Latter will take their full Revenge 
upon thoſe that come after them; and that in thirty 
Mrs time theſe Men of Quality will make no little 
oile. | | 


Paris, the 1ſt of the Moen 
Zilcade, 172.9, : 
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LETTER CxxXXIII. 
KRica 70 the ſame. 


— 


a 1 


B EH OL a great ag, of conjugal Love, MW . 
| not only in a Woman, but in a Queen, The 7 
Queen of Sueden being reſolv'd to make the Prince 
her Husband a Partner in the Throne, in order to re. 7 
moye all Diſſi culties, has ſent to the States a Declara. W 
tion, whereby ſhe deſiſts from all Pretenſions to the 3 
Regency, provided they will Elect him their King. 
SIxTY Years ago or thereabouts, another Queen, 
whoſe Name was Chriſtina, abdicated the Crown, WW _ 
that ſo ſhe might entirely give herſelf up to Philoſophſ. MW 21 
I know not which of theſe two Examples we are to ad- T 
* miremoſt. . - | 1 1 d 
Ton Iam ſufficiently ſatisfied that every Indi. R 
- vidual ought to ſtick to the Station where Nature has | 
plac'd him; and can by no Means: commend ſuch fas, 
finding themſelves reduc'd, quit their Poſts by a kind 
of Deſertion; yet am I wonderfully pleas'd with the 
reatneſs of Soul of theſe two Princefles; and to ſee 
the Mind of the one, and the Heart of the other ſo 
much-ſuperior to their Fortune, Chriſtina apply'd her 
ſelt to Speculation, at a time when others think of no- 
thing but Pleaſure : And the other thinks no Pleaſure 
equal to that of placing her whole Happineſs in the 
Hands of her Auguſt SpouſmmeQ. 5 
Paris, 27th of the Moon 
Maharram, 1720. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 
Kica zo Usbck. eb 
p L HE Parliament of Paris is juſt now baniſh'd to 


a little Town call'd Pontoiſe. The Couucil * 
| elt 
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ſentto'em, to regiſter a Declarazion which Diſhonours 
them; and they have regiſter'd it in ſuch a manner as 
diſhonours the Council. 7 111 
SoM Other Parliaments of. the Kingdom are threat- 
ned with the like Treatment. | | 
PARLIAMENTS are always odious: They never 
approach the King, but to tell bim diſagreeable Truths: 
And whilſt. a Croud of Courtiers are continually re- 
preſenting to him a People happy under his Govern- 
ment; theſe come and contradict the Flattery, and throw 
at the foot of the Throne the Groans and Tears com- * 
mitied to their Charge. | 1 
TIS a heavy Burthen, my dear Usbet, that of Truth, 
» W when it mult be carried up to Princes: Who ought to 
» W conſider, that they who do it are conſtrain'd thereto 
and that they would never be preyail'd upon to do a 
Thing ſo Melancholy, and ſo afflicting to thoſe, who 
doit, were they not oblig'd to do it by their Duty, their 
Reſpect and even their Love, 


Paris, the 21ſt of the Moon | . 
Gemmadi, I, 1720. | X WF | 


* _ _ 


LIT r . = 
Rica 10 Usbek. e 


OW ARD the end of the Week I will come and 
ſee thee; O how agreeably will the Hours ſlide a- 
way in thy Converſation! 
3 No r long ago I was introduc'd to a Court-Lady, 
vo had a mind to fee my outlandiſh Figure. 1 found 
her beautiful, worthy of the Regards of our Monarch, 

and of holding an auguſt Rank in the ſacred Place 

where his Heart repoſeth, . 1 4 % 1h 

: SHE ask'd me a thouſand Queſtions about Perſia, 

| and what manner of Life the Perſian Women led: 1 
'd o Hound that the Seraglio was not what ſhe liked, and that 


* the diſapproy'd of one Man's being divided btween ten 
0 Or 
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or twelve Women. She could not without Envy be. 
hold the happineſs of the one, nor without Pity the 
Condition of the others, As ſhe loy'd reading, eſpe- 
<ially the Poets and Romances, ſhe deſir'd me to give 
her ſome Account of ours: What 1 ſaid of them re. 
doubled her Curioſity : She begg'd I would tranſlate 
tor her a Fragment of ſome of thoſe which I had 
brought along with me. Idid fo, and ſome Days after 
ſent her a Perſian Tale: Perhaps thou wilt not be dl. 
pleas'd to ſee it in this Diſguiſe, _ | | 
IN the Days of Cheik-Al;-Can, there liv'd a Woman 
in Tale whoſe Name was Zulema, ſhe could repeat 
the whole Alcoran from one end to the other: There 
was not aDerviſe that better underſtood the Traditions 
of the Holy Prophets: There was nothing ſo myſteri- 
ous in the Arabian Doctors, which ſhe Ba not fully 
comprehend the Meaning of; and to thisjKnowledge 
was added a ſprightlineſs of Wit, which made it dit. 
ficult to gueſs whether ſhe meant to amufe or inſtrut 
onen 

ONE Day being wich her Companions, in an A. 

artment of the Seraglio; one of em ask d her what 

e thought of a ſu ure State? and whether ſhe belieyd 
that antient Tradition of our Doctors, that Paradiſe is 
for none but Men. . 

Ir is the vulgar Opinion, ſays ſhe to them; there 
has been no Stone unturn d to degrade our Sex: Nay 
there's a Nation, diſpers'd throughout all Aja, call 
the Jewiſh Nation, who aſſert from the Authority of 
theirfacred Books, that we Women have no Souls. 

- - TazsE injurions Opinions have no other Founcati- 
on, but the Pride of Men, who are for extending their Su- 
periority, even beyond the Limits of Life; never con- 
lidering that, in the great Day, all Creatures ſhall ap- 

ear before God, and ſeem as nothing: Nor will there 
— them any other Diſtinction or Prerogatiye, 
but what ſhall ariſe from Virtue. - -- EINE 
.» Go will not be limited in his Rewards: Andas 
the Men that haveliy*d well, and have made right uſt 
of the Power they have over us here below, willin 
Paradiſe be repleniſned with celeſtial and raviſhin) 
r Beauties 
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Beauties, and ſuch as if a Mortal had beheld 'em, he 
would have given himſelf immediate Death to come ar 
'm: So in like manner ſhall virtuous Women go 
into a Place of Delights, where they ſhall be inc- 
briated with full Draughts of Pleaſure, in Company of 
thoſe divine Men, who ſhall be ſubjected unto them: 
Each Woman ſhall have a Seraglio, wherein the Men 
ſhall be ſhut up, and Eunuchs far more truſty than ours 
tolook after them. 

Thave read, added ſhe, in an Arabian Book, of a 

certain Man nam'd Ibrahim, who was inſupportab! 


jealous : He had twelve Wives, all exceeding Beauti- 


ful, whom he us'd after a very ſevere Manner: He al- 
moſt always kept them under Lock and Key in their 
chamber, where they could neither ſee Him, nor 
7 WH ſpeak. to one another; for he was even jealous of 
e an innocent Friendfhip : All his Actions had a Taint of 
. his natural Brutality z No kind Word ever ifſu'd out of 
his Mouth; and never did he make the leaſt Sign with 
his Hand, or the leaſt Nod with his Head, which did 
not add ſomething to the Rigour of their Slavery. 
. Ow E Day that they were all together in the Hall of 
the Seraglio, one of 'em, bolder than the reſt, up- 
braided him for his Ill- nature. Says ſhe to him, when 
People ſtudy ſo much to make themſelves dreaded, *tis 
a ſure Sign they have done ſomething for which they 
know they're hated: We live fo very unhappy, that 
we can't help deſiring a Change : Others, in my Pjace, 
would wiſh your Death; I only wiſh my own. This 
Speech, which ovght to have ſoften'd him, put him ins 
al. N to a violent Rage; he drew bis Dagger and bury'd it in 
Su. ber Boſom, My dear Companions, ſaid ſne with a dy- 
on- ing Voice, if Heaven has pity of my Virtue, you will 
ap- be reveng' d: Saying thus ſhe left the worthleſs World, 


nere tio go to the Manfions of Delight, where ſuch Women 


ive, ¶ as have paſt a well ſpent Life enjoy a Bliſs which is con- 
tinually rene wing. 8 e 
das Tur firſt Thing. ſhe ſaw was a ſmiling Me dow, 


in in leſt and moſt fragrant Flowers: A Brook, whoſe 
min; LIEN | Stream 


0 
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Gentlemen; for U plaialy fee you will not ask mine. 


bey d: But not till ſhe was ſeriouſly reſoly d ſo to be: 
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Siream more tranſparent than Chryſtal, made its way 
throꝰ' infinite Turnings and Windings : Afterwards ſhe 
enter'd into thoſe charming Bowers, whoſe Silence was 
only interrupted with the melodious warbling of Birds: 


Then 2 Gardens preſented themſelves to het 


View: Nature had adorn'd them with her Simplicity, 
and the utmoſt Magnificence : Then ſhe proceeded to: 
{tately Palace prepar'd for her, crowded with heayenly 
Men, that were deſtin'd for her Delight. 

T wo of theſe immediately began to undreſs her; 
Others put her.into the Bath, and perfum'd her all over 
with the moſt delicious Eſſences: Then they preſented 
her with a Habit infinitely richer than her own : after. 
wards they led her into a ſpacious Hall where ſhe found 
a Fire made with Aromatic Woods, and a Table 
ſpread with the moſt exquiſite Dainties. Every Thing 
ſeem'd to conſpire to tranſport her Senſes: on the one 
Hand was heard Muſic, fo much the more Divine, as i 
was ſoft; On the other, ſhe beheld nothing but the 
Dances of thoſe divine Men, whoſe ſole Buſineſs was 
to pleaſure Her. Let as thoſe Pleaſures were only in 
order to lead ber inſenſibly to others far greater: She 
was conducted into a Chamber, and after once more 


uncloathing her, ſhe was laid ona rich Bed, where two 


Men, inexpreſſibly handſome, receiv'd her in their 
Arms. Here ſhe was intoxicated, and her Eeſtaſies 
exceeded eyen her Deſires, I am quite beſides my 
ſelf, ſays ſhe to them; I believe I. hould die, were! 
not aſſur d of my Immortality a Tis too much; let me 

o; Iam convyulſt with che violent Delight, So; 'tis 

one; you now reſtore a liitle Calm to my. Senſes; | 
begin to Breathe, and comp been to my ſell 
why have they taken away the Lights? why may I not 
now ſurvey your divine Beauty! Why may I not fe 
© « + « But to what Purpoſe? Yau again throw me back 
into my firſt Tranſports. O br. Au. how amiable is 
this Darkneſs ! what, ſnall I be Immortal? and with 
you too! I ſhall, . no I ask your pardon, 


Ar TER. many reiterated Commands, ſhe Was o. 


She 
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Lhe re pos'd her ſelf in a languiſhing manner, and ſluma 
ber'd in their Arms, Two Moments Reſt re pair'd her 
Faintneſs: She receiv'd two Kiſſes which of a ſudden re- 
inflam'd her, and caus'd her to open her Eyes. I am 
uneaſy, ſays ſhe; I'm afraid you ceaſe to love me. 
This was a Doubt wherein ſhe reſolv'd not long to eon- 
WH tinue : Whereupon they gave her all the Satisfaction 
ſhe could wiſh : Iam undeceiy'd, ſaid ſhe ; I cry ye 
, WM Mercy : I can depend upon you: You ſpeak not one 
word to me; but your Actions I like better than any 
i W Thing you could ſav, Yes, yes, I frankly own, never 
„vas Love like yours: But how! You both contend 
for the honour of perſuading me? ah! If you thus 
contend,. if you join Ambition to the pleaſure of my 
oyerthrow, I am undone: You'll both remain Con- 
querors, and only I be conquered : but you ſhall pur- 
chaſe the Victory very dear, | 
THrs Scene was interrupted by nothing but the 
Day-light : her faithful lovely Domeſtics came into her 
Chamber, and rais'd theſe two young Men, who were 
led by two old Ones to the reſpective Places where the 
were kept for Pleaſure. She afterwards got up, — 
at firſt he w'd her ſelf to that idolatrous Court, in all 
the Charms of a plain Undreſs, and afterwards cloath'd 
in the moſt ſumptuous Ornaments. This Night had 
burniſh'd her Beauty: It had given Life to her Com- 
plexion, and Expreſſion to her Graces. All the Day 
was ſpent in Dances, Conſorts, Banquets, Gamiings, 
and the like: and 'twas obſerv'd, that Anais ſtole a- 
way from time to time, and flew to her two young He- 
roes; atter ſome precious Moments of Converſe, ſhe 
return'd to the Company ſhe had quitted, always with 
a Erener Countenance than before. To cut ſhort, to- 
wards the Evening they loſt her for good and all; ſhe 
went and ſhut herſelf up in the Seraglio, whither ſhe told 
them ſhe would go and contract Acquaintance with 
thaſe immortal Captives, who were to live for ever 
with her; ſhe therefore viſited the moſt retir'd, and 
the moſt charming Apa rtments of the P:ace, where ſhe 
reckoned up ſiftp Slaves miraculouſly beautiful: She 
„ ſtray'd 


* 
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ſtray'd all Night from Chamber to Chamber, every 
where receiving their Homage, always different, and 
always the ſame, | 12 . 

T Hvs you ſee how the immortal Anais paſs'd her 
Life; ſometimes amidſt the ſplendid Pleaſures, ſome. 
times amidſt the ſolicary ; either admir'd by a ſhining 
Company, or elſe careſs'd by a Lover diſtractedly fond 
of her: Oftentimes ſhe would forſake the enchanted 
Palace, and remove into a Sylvan Grotto : The Floy- 
ers {cem'd to grow from every Step ſhe ooks and the 
Loves and Sports. preſented themſelves in Crowds to 
meet her on the way. More than eight Days ſhe con- 
tinu'd in this happy abode; and all that while, being 
continually beſide her ſelf, ſhe had not made the lealt 
Reflection: She had enjoy'd her happineſs without 
knowing it, or without having had ſo much as one of 
thoſe quiet Moments wherein the Soul does as it were 
call her {elf to account, and gives itſelf Audience a- 
midſt the ſilence of rhe Paſſions. 

Tn E Bleſt have Pleaſures ſo ſtrong, that they rarely 
can enjoy this liberty of the Mind: Hence it is, that 
being irreclaimably attacht to preſent Objects, they 
intirely loſe the memory of Things paſt z and retain no 
longer — regard to what they know or lov id in the o- 
ther World. 

Bur Audis, whoſe Mind was truly Philofophical, 
had paſs'd almoſt her whole Life in Meditation : She 
had carry'd her Reflexions much further, than one 
would have expected from a Woman left to herſelf. 
The auſtereRetrea* which her Husband had confin'd her 
to, had procur'd her no other Advantage but this: *Twas 
this Force and Strength of Mind, which had made her 
| — the Fear her Companions were ſtruck with; and 

deſpiſe Death, which was to end her Sufferings, and 
begin her Felicity, 3 5 

TEUS by little and little ſhe waded out of the E- 
briety of Pleaſure, and lockt her ſelf up alone, in an 
Apartment of her Palace, She gave a looſe to pleaſing 
Reflections upon her paſt Condition, and her preſent 
Happineſs: ſhe could not forbear pitying the Misfor- 
tune of hecCompanions ;*Tis natural to nn nan” 
F 5 | on 7 [4 
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we pains we our ſelves have paſs'd through. Axis 
kept not within the bare Bounds of Compaſſion ; be- 
ing mov'd with tenderneſs towards thoſe unhappy 
Creatures, ſhe found her ſelf inclin'd torelieve them, 

SRE order'd one of thoſe young Men that were a- 
bout her, to aſſume the Shape of her Husband ſhe 
bad him go to the Seraglio, ſeize it, turn him out of it, 
and continue there in his Place till ſuch time as ſhe 
recall'd him; | 

THz Execution was ſpeedy; he cut the Air; ar- 
riv'd at the Gate of the Seraglio, but Ibrahim was not 
„chere. He knocks; the Doors fly open; the Eunuchs 
: Wl proftrare themſelves at his Feet: He hurries to the A- 
} 232 where 1brahim's Women were ſhut up: He 

before taken the Keys out of the Pocket of that 
jealous-pated Wretch, to whom he had made himſelf 
inviſible. He goes in; he much ſurprizes em with 
his mild and affable Air, and yet more with his Fond- 
neſs, and the Rapidity of his Careſſes: They were all 
Tenn aſtoniſh d at his Performances, and would have 
taken it for a Dream, had there been leſs of reality 
In it. 1 : 2 | 

VunI Is u theſe new Scenes were playing in the 
Seraglioz Ibrahim knocks, names himielt to them, 
ſtorms and makes a Clamour : After he had gone 
through a World of Difficulties, he enters, and puts 
the Eunuchs into a terrible Diſorder : He fetches large 
Strides, but ſtarts back, and falls as trom the Clouds 
when he ſees the falſe lbrahim his real lmage, enjoying 
all the Liberties. of a Maſter. He calls out for help: 
He bids the Eunuchs aſſiſt him in killing that Impo- 
tor; but he is not obey d: There's nothing now re- 
mains but one Remedy, and that a very poor one, which 
is to refer it to the Judgment of his Women. 

Ix the 3 of of an Hour the falſe Ibrahim had 
 E- I corrupted all his Judges : The other is driven away, and 
\ 2n nominiouſly dragged out of the Seraglio; and had 
no receiv'd a thouſand Deaths, had not his Rival order'd 
ſent I his Life to be ſpar'd : At length the new 1brahim re- 
fol- waining Maſter of the Field of Battle, ſhew'd himſelf 
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more and more worthy of the choice they had made, 
and fignalized himſelf by Miracles till then unknown. 
You are not like Ibrahim, laid the Women. He is 
not like me, you mean, cries the triumphant. Ibrahim. 
What muſt a Man do to prove himſelf yours, it what! 
do ſuffices not ? | | 5 756. $49 
Fax be it from us to doubt it, ſay the Women, 
If you are not Ibrahim, we are ſatisty'd you have well 
deſerved to be him: Vou are more our Spouſe in one 
Day, than he has been in the Courſe of ten Tears. 
Then you'll give me your Word, cry'd he, that you'll 
declare your ſelves in my Favour, againſt that Impoſtor, 
We do, we do, ſaid they, with one Voice; we'll take 
an Oath of eyerlaſting Fidelity to you: We have been 
but too long abus'd : The old Rogue did not at all ſuſ- 
pect our Virtue; he only ſuſpected his own Inability; 
We plainly ſee, that Men are other gueſs Creatures than 
he: No, no, tis youſthey are like: O, could you 
put know how much make us hate him, 
Well, I'll give you cauſe more and more to hate him, 
reply'd the falſe Ibrahim: You don't yet know how 
much he has wrong d you. We judge jof his Injuſtice 
by the greatneſs of our Revenge, cry'd they. Yes, 
fys the Divine Man, you're in the right; I proportion'd 
the Expiation to the Crime, I'm mighty glad my way 
of puniſhing has pleas d you, But, ſaid they, ſuppoſe 
this Impoſtor ſhould return; what ſhall we do then! ! 
believe, anſwer'd he, i: would be a hard Matter for 
him to deceive you in the part I-have acted: tis a Place 
hardly to be ſupplied by Artiſice; and beſides, 1 Il ſend 
him pecking ſo far, you ſhall never more hear of him: 
Then will I take your Happineſs into my Care; you 
ſhall not find me jealous, I ſhall know how to be ſe- 
cure of you without confining you; I have too good 
an Opinion of my own Merit, to think you will prove 
falſe to me: It you are not Virtuous with me, with 
whom will you be ſo ? This! Converſation laſted ſome 
time between him and thoſe Women, who being more 
pleas d with the difference of the two 1brahims than 
their Reſemblance, did not concern themſelves fo much 
about having theſe Myſteries cleared up to ou. n 
engt 


* 
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ength the Huband at his Wit's end returns once more 
upon them, toſinterrupt their Pleaſures: He found the 
whole Houſe ſwimming with Joy, and the Women 


more incredulous than ever. Twas no Place for a jea- 


lous Man: Out he goes in a Rage, and a Moment after 
the falſe Ibrahim follows him, lays hold on him, tran- 


ſports him through the Air, and leaves him four hund- 


red Leagues. from the Place. „ 

O Gods, in what Affliction were theſe Women by the 
Abſence of their dear Ibrahim? Already had their Eu- 
nuchs reaſſum'd their natural Severity: The whole 
Houſe was in Tears: Sometimes they imagin'd, all that 
had happen'd to *em was nothing but a Dream: They 
bok'd at each other: Andreca]l'd to mind the minuteſt 


Cireumſtances of theſe wonderful Adventures. At 
laſt 1brahim returns to em more amiable than before: 


It ſeem'd to them as if his Voyage had not been in the 


leaſt Laborious: The new Maſter behav'd ſo different 


from the other, he ſurpriz d the whole Neighbourhood. 
He turn'd away all his Eunuchs; made his Houle free to 


every Body; he would not ſuffer bis Women ſo much 


as to be veiPd; twas a thing entirely new to ſee them 


at public Entertainments amongſt the Men, and as free 


as they. Ibrahim believ'd, with reaſon, that the Cu- 
ſtoms of the Country were not for ſuch Citizens as he. 
Mean-while he ſpar'd for no Expence, he made the E- 
ſtate fly; inſomuch that the jealous Ibrahim returning 


three Years afterwardz from foreign Countries, whither 
he had been carry d, found nothing left but his Wives, 


and ſix and thirty Children. \ 
Paris, the 26th of the Moon 
Gemmadi 1, 1726. : 
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LIT TER CXXXVI. 
975 Rica 70 Usbek. 


NCLOS'D isa Letter I receiv'd Yeſterday from 


a Virtuoſo : it will appear to thee to be a pretty odd 
one, 


SIR, 


1X Months ago I took Poſſeſfon of an Eſtate which an 
Uncle of mine, a very rich Man, left me. No lis 
than five hundred thouſand Livres, and a Hou 
gloriouſly furniſh'd. There's a He in having an Eſtate 
when a Man knows how to make a right Uſe of it. 1 am 
without Ambition; nor have Ia taſte for Pleaſure: I am al. 
meſt continually lockt up in a Cloſet, where Ilive the Liſe 
of aViriueſo ; here you may find a curious Lover of vener- 
able Antiquity. Fog 4-62 
WHEN my Uncle had breath'd his laſt, I would hau 
interr'd him according to the Ceremonies obſerv'd by the an- 
erent Greeks and Romans : But at that time I had no La- 
erymatories, no Urns, no antic Lamps. 

BUT I have ſince fully farniſh'd my ſelf with thiſt 
valuable Rar. ties: a few Days ago f ſol 2 a whole Cupboard 
of Plate, to purthaſe an Earthen Lamp that belong d to 4 
Sroick Philo/opher. I parted with all the Peer-Glaſſes ard 


Sconces, with which almaſt all the Walls of my Uncle's 4- 


partments were cover d, in exthange for a ſmall Pocket 
Looking-Glaſs, ſomewhat crackt, which Virgil heretofort 
made »ſ: of: I am charmid when I behold my own Figure 
repreſented, inſtead of that of the Mantuan Swan, More 
than this: I have purchas d for a hundred Louisd'ores five 
or ſix Pieces of Copper Money that were current two thouſand 
Years ago: I don't know at preſent that I have in my whole 
Houſe ſo much as one Moveable, but what was made before 

the Declenſion of the Empire. I have a Casket of invaluable 
"os | Manuſeripts : 


Al ates os ance Ceo ftoce les. 
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Manuſcripts : Though I almoſt * my Eyes out of my 
Head tojread them, I had much rather peruſe them than 
the printau C opies, which are not ſo correct, and which every 
body is poſſeſs'd of. Though I never ſtir abroad, yet have 1 
a moſt inordinate Paſſion to know the Roman High- ways. 
There is a Gauſey not far from me, that was wade about 
twelve hundred Years ago by a Proconſul of Gaul: Wheye 
ever Igo to my Country Houſe, I never fail to go that way, 
though its three Miles about, and very rugged: But what 
makes me madis, that they have put up wooden Poſts 2 
Place to Place, to mark out the Diſtance of the Neighbo 
ing ums: Tam out of my Wits, to ſee ſuch wretchediIndi- 
Qs, inſtead of Military Columns, which ſtood there lin an- 
cient mes: 1know not but I may cauſe em to be replac d 
by my Heirs, and engage them tc d» it when I come to 
my Will, If you have, Sir, ſuch a Thing as a Perſian Manu- 
ſeript, yon will do me a ſingular Pleaſure to uccommodate me 
with it :. You ſhall have what Price you'll pleaſe to put upon 
it ; Twill preſent you, into the Bargain, with ſome of my 
own Performances, whereby you'll ſee T am no uſeleſs Mem- 
ber of the *Republick' of Letters: Tou will there find, a- 
mong other Things, a Diſſertation, wherein I prove, that 
the Crown which asd to be worn in Niumphs, was of Oał- 
lea ves not Laurel. You will likewiſe admire another wherein 
Ipro ve ty learnedconjectures drawn fromthe graveſt Greek 
Authors, that Cambyſes was wounded in the left Leg, not the 
Right : Another, wherein T prove, that a low Forehead was 
eftcem'd a ſingalar Beauty among the Romas. I will like- 
wiſe ſend you a Volume in Quarto by way of Fxplication of 
oneVerſe of the Sixth Boo of Virgil's Eneids : All theſe 
you can't have yet: Jo at preſent I ſhall only fend you a Frag- 
mnt of an ancient Geeek Mytholo!ift, which never to this 
Day was made publick ; and which I found among the rub- 
biſh cee Library. I am called away upon an impor- 
tant Buſineſs zuhich I have upon my Hands. It is to reſtore 
2 fine P A4 of Pliny the Naturaliſt, which the Tranſeri- 
— of the Fiſth Age have monſtrouſly disfigured, 1am 
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N an Ifland near the Orcades, there was born a 
| Male- Child, who had to his Father Rolus God of 
the Winds, and far his Mother a- Nymph. of Cale- 
donia, *Fis ſaid that be learnt of himſelf to count with his. 
Fingers; and when he was but {our Years old would ſo 
perfectly diſtinguiſh Metals, that his Mother one Day gi- 
wing him a 7 Ring inflead of a Gold one, he. diſcover d 
the Cheat, and threw it away, | 
HE N he was grown up, his Father taught him the 
fecret of incloſing the Winds in a Leather Bottle, which he 
afrerwards ſold to Seamen and others that had occaſion for 
m: but this being a Commodity not much eſteem d in his 
Country, he quitied it, and went and roam d about the 
warld in company with the blind God of Ghenen - 
HE was inſorm d in his Travels, that Bœtica was a: 
Country full of Gold: this made him haſten thither.as faſt 
as he could. He met with a uery cold reception ſrom Saturn 
then geigning :. but that God forſaking the Earth, he took 
it in his head to go into all we cn where he ne- 
wer ceas'd bawling out in a hearſe,, deep» mouth d 
Baſs , People of Bœtica, you fancy your ſelves to be rich, 
becauſe you have Gold and Silver: T pity your miſtake : be 
ruPd by me; quit the vile Droſs, and come into the Empire | 
of Imagination, where you. ſhall meet with Riches that 
will ſurprize even yon. And then he 2 a good many 
of bis Leather Bottles, and diſtributed his Merchandize to 
as many as deſir dit, | : 
NEXT Day he return d again to the ſame Place, and” 
roar'd out: People of Bœtica, have you a mind to be rich? 


Do but ſancy mo to be ſo, and that yen are ſo too: only. 
tale it into your heads every Morning, that your Fortune 
was doubled during the Night; then get out of your beds, 


end if you have any Creditors, go and pay them with this 


imaginary Coin, and bid them go and ſet their Imaginati- 


tert at work, as you have done. | | 
SOME. 
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SOME Days afterwards he comes again, and thus at- 
eoſts them; People of Bœtica, I find your Imagination is 


_ ſtrong as it was at firſt : let mine be your Guide: I 
+ 


every Morning ſet before your Eyes a Scroll that ſhall 


be to you a Spring of Wealth: it conſiſts but of four Words 3 


but they ſhall be to the Purpoſe; for they ſhall regulate your 
Daughters Portions, your Sons Fortunes, the Number of. 
your Domeſticks; and as for you, ſays he, to thoſe that 
were neareſt to him; as for you, my dear Children, I may 
call you by that Name, for you owe to mea ſecond Birth; 
my Scroll will determine the Magnificence of your Equipa- 
ges, the Sumptuoſity of your Publick Entertainments, the 
Number and Stipends of your reſpettive My $ Fine 

SOME Days after this he comes to the ſame Place a- 
gain, quite out of Breath, and in a tranſport of Paſſion 
cy d out: People of Bœtica, I before counſell'd you to ima- 
gine, and you would not ; Inow Command you to do it. 
Here he left them abruptly ; but, upon ſecond Thoughts, re- 
turn d again: I underſtand that ſome among you are 1. 
deteſtable as to preſerve your Gold and Silver; as for t 
Silver, no matter; but for the Gold... .. the Gold... 
ah? *tts that raiſes my Indignation .. ..! ſwear by theſe 
ſacred Bottles, that if they do not come and bring it me, 1 
will ſeverely puniſh em: then he added, with an Air per- 
feftly per ſuaſive, Do you think it is to keep theſe vile Me- 
tals, that I nsk them of you #* No; and for a Mark of my 
ſincerity, when you brought them to me the other Day, did 
Inot immediately return you one half of them? 

N 7 Xt Day he was diſcover'd at a diſtance, inſinuat- 
ing himſelf with a ſmooth and flattering Speech : People of 
Bœtica, 1am inform'd that part of your Effects is in foreign 
Countries: pray ſend for them; I beg you won d bring 
them to me, and I ſhall be for ever thankful to you: for the 
Favour.” | 

THE Son of Kolus talk'd to People who had no great 
Stomach to laugh, and yet they could not forbear it; which 
confounded him not alittle: but again talingheart he vent 
red one more ſmall Petition. I know that you have Fewels + 
in the Name of Jupiter, away with thoſe Jewels; nothing 
id more impoveriſuing than [ſuch traſh; away with em, 1 

lays 


* 
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Jay ; delay not a moment to part with them; / you can't 


do it your ſelves, Tli help you to men of underſtanding that 
ſhail do it for you : oh! what floods of wealth will come 
pouring in upon you, if you but take my Advice: yes, 1 
ade on, and you depend upon it, the pureſt, the 
moſt refin'd Treaſure in all theſe Bottles ſhall be yours. 

AT laſi he got upon a Joint. ſtool, and with a more aſ- 


fur d Voice he tells them: People of Boetica, T have com- 
par'd the happy Condition you are now in with that in 


which I ſound you when I came hither : you are now the 
richeſt People on the face of the Earth - but, to campleat 
your Fortune, perinit me to take ſrom you a Moiety off your 
Fftates. At theſe words ſuddenly the Son of Kolus flew 
away, and leſt his Auditors in an inexpreſſiole confternati- 
on; which made him return again the next Day, and thu; 
he ſpoke: I Yefterday erteiv d that my Diſcourſe diſpleas'd 
you exceedingly. Well, let that go for nothing: tis true, 


2 Moiety is too much: other Expedients muſt be found our 


te compaſs the drift of my Deſigns: let us bring all our Ri- 
ches to one 247 ſame Place: this we may eaſily do; they. 
are not very bulky : and immediately three fourihs of tbem. 
waniſh'd quite out of ſigbt. | 


Paris, oth, of the Moon. 
Chahban, 1720. 
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LETTER CXX XVII. 


Rica fo Nathaniel Levi, a Few Phyſician \, 
at Leghorn. | | | ON 


Hod askeſt me what I think of the Virtue of 
Amulets, and of the power of Taliſmans. Why- 
doſt thou enquire of me? thou art a ew and Ia Ma- 
2 that is, we are both of us nat alittle credu- 
us. z 3 ö e 
IL always bear about me more than two thouſand 
Paſſages of the Holy Alcoran; round each of my arms 
is faffned a ſmall Packet, wherein are written the 
Names of above two hundred Deryiſes : thoſe of. Ali, 
Fatima, and all the pure ones, are concealed in above 
twenty places of my Cloaths. —_ 
Ap yet, I have never the worſe opinion of thoſe, 
who deny the virtue that we attribute to certain words: 
it is a much harder Task for. us to anſwer their Argu- 
ments, than it is for them to anſwer our Experiments. 
I wear about. me theſe ſacred Relicks for cuſtom ſake, 
and to conform to the general Practice: I believe that 
it they have no more virtue in them than the Rings apd 
other Ornaments we wear for ſhow, ſo neither haves» 
they leſs; but thou putteſt thy whole confidence in cer 
tain myſterious Letters; and without this ſafeguard 
thou would'ſt be in continual Apprehenſion 
MEN are very unhappy :.they do nothing but fluc- 
mate between falſe Hopes and ridiculous Fears: and 
inſtead of reſting upon Reaſon, they create to them 
ielves Monſters that ſcare them, oz. Phantoms that 
miſlead them. . N 
Var effect would thou have the marſhalling of 
certain Letters to produce? and what effect doſt —2 ; 
expect from putting the ſame out of order? What rela- 
tion do they bear to the winds, that they ſhould lay a. 
Storm; What to Gun-powder, to damp the force there- 
ol; wl. at relation have they to what the Phyſicians calt 
2 = 
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the Peccant humour and the Morbific cauſe of Mala- 
dies, in order to their cure: 

Tu cream of the Jeſt is, that thoſe very People 
who fatigue their Reaſon to find a reference between 
certain Events and occult Virtues, have no leſs diffi cul- 


to hinder themſelves from ſeeing the true cauſe 


r 3 * 
Tos wilt tell me that Sorcery has occaſioned the 


winning of a Battle: and 1 tell thee, that thou muſt 


wink very bard, not to find in the ſituation of the 


— in the number or courage of the Soldiers, in 
the Experience of the Captains, ſufficient Cauſes for 


* 


producing that effect, of which thou art reſolved not 
to ſee the cauſe. 


IL L ſuppoſe for once there is ſuch a thing as Witch - 


craft: and do you in your turn for once ſuppoſe there 
is no ſuch thing: for that's not impoſſible : this con · 


ceſſion which thou makeſt me, hinders not two Armies 


from aghting : wilt thou in that caſe have it that neither 
of theſe two can win the victory? Doſt thou believe: 


that their Fate willremain uncertain, till ſome inviſible 


Power comes to determine it? that every ſhot ſhall be 
toft, all prudence ineffectual, and all courage unſer- 


viceable? 


__*T:y1nxeEsrT thou that Death, in ſo many hideous: 
Shapes, cannot oy in the minds of men thoſe pa- 


nick Terrors which thou art at ſucha loſs to account 
for? Wilt thou have it, thatin an _ of an hundred 
thouſand Men, there cannot poſſibly 


may not- produce the-like in another; and that the 


ſecond, deſerting a third, may not ſoen occaſion him 
to abandon a fourth? There needs no more than this, 


and deſpair of conquering ſhall ſeize at once a whole 


Army; and the more numerous it is, To much the eaſi · 


er may this h 


. N 

EVERY body knows, and every body feels, that 
reſerve 

their being, are paſſionately fond of Life. This is no- 
torious in general: and ſhall we enquire wherefore, - 
| upon 


Men, like all other Creatures who tend to 


de one Coward? 
Thinkeſt thou that this Man's Heart miſ-giving him, 


- 
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upon a particalar occaſion, they are afraid of loſing, 
_ ; Is N : ht . * bu ANT a bh 
oben the facred Books of all Nations ate fil. 
led with thoſe pgnick or ſupernatural Terrors, Ido not 
think there is any thing ſo trifling : becauſe before we 
can be aſſured that an effect, which may be produc'd. 
by a hundred thouſand natural Cauſes, is ſupernatural z; 
we mult find out whether any of thoſe Cayſes-omitted; 
to act; which it is ĩimpoſſible to doo 

I ſhal lay no more to thee, Nathaniel, but only chat 
in my 1 the Subject does not deſerye to be ſo ſes: 
on , CY nk 


Paris, . 29th. of the Moon: 
Chahban, 1720. 


* 


p. S. Ks Iwas concluding, 1h eard them exy in ther 
Street. a Letter from a Country Phyſicianto a Phyſician: 
at Paris, (for here all manner of Tralh is printed, pub 
liſhed; and bought up) I thought I ſhould do well to 
| ſend it thee, . becauſe-1t has ſome'reference to our Sub- 
L jet; there are a great many Things in it which 1 do 
„ not underſtand; but thou who art a Phyſician, muſt: 
needs underſtand the language of the Fraternity, ._ 


Letter from a Phyſician in the Country to 
afp hyffpian at Fair. 
4 THERE was à sich Ian in our Town, that could 
2 ger no ſleep for frue and thirty days together: his 
1 Phyſician ordered him Opium, but he could not be 


„ rrevaild agen to tale it;; ente he had the Cup at his: 


2 mouth, and then he was more irreſolute than evers at laſt 0 

— he ſays to his Phyſicians Sir, I beg quarter only till to- =. 
: merrow Morning: Iknow a Man that never practiſes Phy | 2 

"3 ſick, but who has a multitude of Medicines for. ſuih as 

e. can't ſiep; gi ve me leave to ſend. for him: andif 1 don't 

— ſeep to- night, Ipromiſe to go on with you. The Phyſician . 

„ dung 2 id, the Patient caus d the Curtains to be 

"i 


drawn 
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drawn doſe, and bid his Foothoy gu and ſitch Mr, Anis 


10 him. Mr. Avis comes 5 Dear y Anis, Tam a dead 
Man; I can't get a wink o a han't_ you in your Shop 
WD 4 Thing 45 the Ele Es, ſome Book of dere, 
compos'dby a reverend Father of ihe Society of Jeſus, that 
you han't been able td get rid of ? for oftentimes thoſe Medi- 
eines are beſt that have been longeſt kept. S:r, ſays the 
Bookſeller, I have Father Caulin's Holy Court in ſix 
Volumes at your ſervice, 1 will go an fetch em you ; 
I hope they will do you. good; F you would have the 
Wor s of the reverend Father R rigues the Spaniſh Je- 
: fait, Jon ure wlcom to them; but taki my Word for it, 
4 you had better ſtick: to Father Cauſirt ; and 1 hope 
's with God's Bleſſing one period of Father Cauſin, will ojy- 
- rate as much as a whole Leaf of the C. of G. Upon this 
Mr. Anis runs and fetches the Medicine ont of his Shop, 
The Holy Court arrives; the: duſt is wip'd, off: the Suk 
Man's Sn, a young Schoal-Boy, began to read in it; he 
was the" firſt it had an effeft abon: at the fend Pag his 
Tongue began to faulter; and noty the whole Company felt. 
themſelves finkins away the Moment after wards they 
all fell 'a ſnoring, except the ſick Man? who, after he 
had beld out a long time, at laſt fell into a Doxe. 

'E ARLY inthe Morning the Phyſician comes: Welt, 
has be taken my Opium? no Ahſther is made him: the 
Wife, the Daughter, the young Lad, all overjoy'd point to 
Farber Cauſin : He askt what it was: they afwtr, God 
Bleſſing on Father Cauſin, be ſhatl be, ſent; to. the Bruder's: 
290 would have thought this? A miracle! a miracle! 
See there Sir, ſee Father Cauſin ; tua, he procured my 
Father this bleſſel Nap. © And fo ehiy -up and told the 
whilething to him 10 as it happen 0d. 4 

THE Phyſician was 4 deep Scholar: replete with the 
"Myſteries of the Cabala, and the power of Words and 
Spirits.” This  Atcident ſet hi Thoughts at work: after 
a little Muſing, hi reſolv d abſolutely*to alter his Method. 
Herre gd very extiaordinary Curt, ſays he to himſelf; her 
an Experiment before my Face; it muſt be puſp'd on fur- 
ztlur: why may not a Man's Spirit transfer upon the pro- 

dat of his Brain, the ſame Qualities it has in its ſelf? : 

£ ; R . 4 0 
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it not done every Day? at leaſt it is worth while to try: I 


am tir d out with the A pot hecaries; their Syrops, their 
Juleps, and all the Galenical Druggs, are ruinous both to 
the Patients Health and Pocket. T'll tale another Courſe; 
Tll xery the virtue of Spirits. Upon this Idea, he threw up 
anew Pharmacy, as you will ſee by the Deſcription Iam 
Zoing to give you, of the principal Recipes he preſcribes, 


A purgative Priſane, 


TAKE three haves of Ariſtotle's Logick in Greet; 

two leaves of ſome tract of ſcholaſtic Theology, the ard ; 
you can get; for Example, the ſubtle Scotus; four of Pa- 
racelſus; one of Avicenna {ix of Averroes; three of 
Porphyry; as many of Plotinus; as many of Jambli- 
cus: inſuſe the whole twenty four Hours; and take of 
it four times a Day, © | ; 


A ſtronger Purge, 


ory 


B 


TAKE ten Ar f C & concerning the B 
and the C ** of thel * * ; diſtil them in Balneo Ma- 
riæ, mortiſ a drop of the acrid aud ſharp Humour which. 
proceeds from it in a Glaſs of common Mater, and ſwal- 
low the whole down at once, 


A Vomitive. 


T ARE ſix Haranrues, twelve funeral Orations in- 
differently, careſuily a voiding however not io tale thoſe of 
Mr. D. N; a Collection of new Operas, fifty Romances," 
: thirty new Memoirs: put the whole into a long narrow" 
1 nece'd round-heily'd Bottle; let it digeſt two Days; then 
> diſtil them in hot Sand: and if this will not ds, | 


% rein. p a. 
3 392 9 * 
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Another, ſtronger. 


5 | | Is 
K Ara in DoS dl Agri; wats 223 

rx Leaf of marble Paver, which bas fired for 
5 a Cover to the Collection of J. Fs pieces: infuſt it the ſpace' 


- 


fy of three Minutes, -warm. a Spoonful of this Infuſion, and 
WW follow, poonful of ion, A 


* N LEW, 3 
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A very ſimple Remedy againſt an Aſthma, 


RE AD all theWorks of the reverend Father Maim- 
bourg, a quondam Jeſuit; beware you ſtop not till you 
come to the end of a Period, and you will find a gradual 
return of the faculty of breathing, without needing to re- 
peat the Remedy. 


Againſt the Itch, Scurf, Scald-heads, Farcy in 
| Horſes. 


TAKE three of Ariſtotle's Categories; three meta- 
phyſical Degrees, one Diſtin#tion, ſix of Chapelain's Fer- 
(es, one Phraſe out of the Letters of the Abbot de St. Cy- 
ran; write the whole upon a piece of Paper, then fold it up. 
faſten it to a Ribbon, and wear it about your Neck. 


Miraculum Chymicum de violenti fermentatione cum 
fumo, igne & flamma, 


MISCE Queſnellianam infuſionem, cum infuſione 
Lallemaniana: fiat fermentatio cum magna, vi, impe- 
tu, &. tonitru, acidis pugnantibus, & invicem penetran- 
tibus alcalinos ſales : fiet Evaporatio ardentium ſpirituum: 
pone liquorem fermentatum in alembico : nihil inde extra- 
bes, & nihil invenies, niſi catut mortuum. 


Fl 


Lenitivum. 


RECIPE Moline Anodini chartas duas; Eſcobaris 

relaxativi paginas ſex; Vaſquii emollientis folium unum: 

de in aque communis lib. iv. ad 7 di- 

midia partis colentur & exprimantur; & in expreſſione 

diſſolve Bauni deterſivi, & Tamburinui abluentis folia iii. 
Fiat Cliſter. | | 

In Cloroſim, quam vulgus pallidos, colores, autfe- 

| brim amatoriam appellat. 


Recipe Aretini figuras quatuor; R. Thome Shanchu de 
Matrimonio folia ii. infundantur in aque communis li. 
bras quinque.. 5 N een 
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gainſt the uſe of your rare and uncommon Medicines, 


and ſuch as are ſcarce any where to be met with, be- 


cauſe he would not ruin his Patients: as for Example, 
an Epiſtle Dedicatory that neyer made any Body yawn; 
a Preface, too ſhort; a Paſtoral Letter written by a 
Biſhop; and the Work of a Janſeniſt, deſpis'd by a 


Janſeniſt, or elſe admir'd by a Jeſuit « fuch ſort of Re- 


medies are only fit to ſupport Quackery, to which he 
had an unſurmountable Antipathy. oro e 


LETTER CXXXVIIL.: : 
Usbek 70 Rhedi, at Venice. 
T bas been long ago ſaid that Sincerity was. the Soul 
of a gteat Miniſter. 
A private Man can enjoy obſcurity wherever he is; 


he only diſcredits himſelf with ſome tew People; he is 
conceal'd to others; but a Miniſter who wants Probity, 


has as many. Witneſſes, as many Judges, as there aĩe 


Men under his Government. 


Max I ſpeak a bold word ? The greateſt Miſchief 


done by a Miniſter without Probity, is not deſerving . 


his Prince, and ruining his People: There is another 


in my Opinion thouſand Times more dangerous; 
anchthat is the ill Example he ſees. 

. To vknow'ſt that I travel d a long time in the In- 
dies: I there ſaw a Nation naturally generous, 1 ervert- 
ed in an Inſtant, from the loweſt ts che higheſt, purely 
by the bad Example of a chief Miniſter; I have ſeen 
a whole People, among whom Generoſity, Probity, 
Candor, Sincerity were always look'd upon as inhe- 
rent Qualities, become at once the wWorſt Peo 


le in the 
World; thie Evil ſpreading it ſelf, nöt even the raten 


Members eſcaping it: The' moſt virtudus Men doing. 
the unorthieſt Actions; and violating ow all Occaſt- 
1 2 5 ons 
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T4283 are the Drugs, which our Phyſician admi- | 
niſter'd with a Succeſs not to be imagin d. He was a- 
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ons the firſt Principles of Juſtice, upon this frivolons 
Pretence, that ſhe was violated to their Hands. 

Tux x call'd upon the moſt odious Laws to warrant 
the baſeſt Actions; and gave Injuſtice and Freachery 
the Name of Neceſſity. built 02 HY 

Thave ſeen the Faich of Contracts baniſht, the moſt 
ſacred Conventions annihilated, all the Laws of Fa- 
milies turn'd topſy-turvy. I have ſeen covetous Deb- 
tors, proud of an inſolent Poverty, become the moſt 
{ſcandalous Inftruments of the Fury of the Laws, and 
of the Rigour of the Times; pretending a Payment, 
inſtead of making one, and cutting the very Throats 
of their BenefaQors. Its 

I have ſeen others ſtill worſe, buying up, almoſt for 
nothing, or rather picking up trom- the Earth, Oak 
Leaves, to exchange 'em for the Subſtance of the Wi- 
dows and the Orphans. 


I have ſeen ſuddenly ſprung up in every Heart, an 


inſatiable Thirſt after Money, L have ſeen form'din a 


moment a curſed Conſpiracy to be rich; not by a com- 
mendable Labour, and a generous Induſtry, but by 
the Ruin of the Prince, the State, and Fellow - Citi- 
zens. | . 

I have ſeen an honeſt Citizen; in thoſe unhappy 
Times, never go to Bed without ſaying, I have ruin'd 
one Family to-day, and to-morrow I'll ruin another. 

Lam going, ſaid another, with a black Man with an 
Inkhorn in his Hand, and a Steel Pen in his Ear, to al- 
ſaſſinate all thoſe to whom I have any Obligation. 

' ANOTHER ſaid, I fee I ſhall make up my matters: 
"Tis true, when I went three Days ago to make a cer- 


. tain Payment, I left a whole Family in Tears; I con- 


ſum'd the Portions of two deſerving young Ladies, 
and robb'd a young Lad of his Education; their Father 
will dye with Grief, the Mother has broke her Heart: 
but I did no more than what the Law allowed. 

_ W na x greater Crime can there be, than that which 
a Miniſter commits, when he corrupts the Manners of 
a whole Nation, degrades the moſt generous Souls, 
tarniſhes the Luſtre of ,Dignities,darkens even Finns 
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nlelf, and confounds the moſt exalted Birth in the uni- 
verlal Contempt 18 4 n 2 


WAT will Poſterity ſay, when ſhe muſt bluſh for 


her Forefathers ? what will the future People ſay, when 
they, ſhall compare the Iron of their Anceſtors, with 
the Gold of thoſe to whom they immediately o 


we the 
Light? I doubt not but the Gentry will expunge out of 


their Scutcheons thoſe infamous Quarterings which 
diſnonour them; and will leave the preſent Generation 


in the frightful Nothingneſs whereto they have brought 
themſelves. tf N A e 0% | 


Paris, abe 11thof the Alrrn 1 
Rahmazan, 1720, - 


* 


—_— IF. 
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LETTER C XXXIX. 
Te chief Eunuch to Usbek. 


HIN Gs are come 46 that Paſs here, there's no 

enduring it: Thy Wives fahcy'd thy Departure 

left them an entire Impunity; here are ffrange doings: 

I can't forbear trembling myſelf at the Recital of what 
I'm about to tell thee. - 8 | 1 5 5 

Z E LIS going not long ſince to the Moſque let 

down her Veil, Sd appeard bare lacd 4 — the 
/ ER 

L caught Zachi in bed with one of her Female Slaves; 

a 3 ſeverely forbid by the Laws of the Seraglio. 

Br the greateſt Chance in the World J came þ 


* 


f | N ya 
Leiter, which I ſend thee, I have not been ableto 
find out who it was directed to. | : |: 


Laser Night a young Man was found in the Garden 
of the Seraglio, and he made his Eſcape over the Wall, 
Ap p to this what has not as vet reach'd my certain 

Knowledge ; for aſſuredly thou art betray'd. I wait 
thy Orders; and till the happy Moment « SH I receive 
them, I ſhall be under terrible Apprehenſions: but if 


thou 


. 
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thou committeſt not all theſe, Women to my Diſereti. 
on, I will not anſwer for any one of 'em, and ſhall 
have every Day as bad News as this to ſend the. 
Den the Seraglioof Ilbab ann... 
ie iſt. of the Moon Regeb -  -\ | 
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Usbek 70 the Chief Eunuch at the Seraglio of 
F "+. pant. 


55 ECE IVE with this Letter an abſolute Power o- 
1 ver the whole Seraglio: Command with the 
by ſame Authority as myſelf: Let Fear and Terror ac- 
$59 company thy Steps: Run from one Apartment to ano- 
jp ther diſtributing Chaſtiſements and Corrections: Let 
5 . Thing be Noa under Conſternation: Let al 
1 diſſolve into Tears before thee: Interrogate the whole 
ty Seraglio: Begin with the Slaves: Spare not my own 
4 Favourite: Let nothing elcape thy dreadful Tribunal: 
* Bring to light the moſt hidden Secrets: Purify that in- 
1 famous Place, and recal exild Virtue: For from 
x: this Moment be upon Wy Head the minuteſt Faults that 
5 Nhall be committed: I ſuſpe& Zelis to be the Perſon to 
4: whom that Letter, which ſo ſurpriz'd you, was direct- 
F ed ſiſt into this Affair with the Eyes of a Lins, 
_ From * , the 1ith ef the 
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Narſit 7 Usbek, af Pgris. 
uy 


'J* HE Chief Eunuch is newly dead, "magnificent 
Lord: as I am the eldeſt of thy Slaves, 'I have 
taken his Place, till thou ſhalt have ſignify'd upon 
whom thau pleaſeſt to caſt thy Eye. — 

Two Days after his Death, a Letter was brought 
me from thee, directed to him: I preſum'd not to open 
it: Ireſpectfully put it into a cover: And have lock d 
it up, until thou makeſt known thy ſacred Pleaſure. 

YEzs TER DAYaSlave, inthe dead of Night, came 
and inform'd me, he had found a young Man in the 
Seraglio : I aroſe; I examined into the Thing: and 
behold it was a Viſion. of hs 


o- I kiſs thy Feet, ſublime Lord; and I beſeech thee 
e to rely on my Zeal, my Experience, and my advanc'd 
From the Seraglio of Iſpahan, owe) 5 ig 
the th of the Moon Gem- . 1 


: 1 s 


_—_ 


„ — 


2 — 


Usbek to Narſit, at the Seraglio of Iſpalari, 


RETCH, thou art in Poſſeflion of Letters; 
which enjoyn a ſpeedy and ſevere Execution: 


remaineſt calm beneath an idle Pretext! 


FED THrk 8B achorrible Dings: I know not but one | 
CER BY half of my Af ou the 


my Slaves deſerve Death: I ſend you the Let- 
ter which the Chief Eunuch wrote to me thereupon, 


before 


LETTER CXA. r 


The leaſt Delay may drive me to Madneſs, and thou 


Pal — Ou7 IE 
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before he dy'd : Had you open'd the Pacquet directed 
to bind, You had therein lad götter Orders 2 
read therefore thoſe 22 
not, you ſhall ecutoff, 
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GH OULDI longer keep Silence, I-ſhonld be 25 


tulleſt ot all thy Slaves. When he ſaw himſelf draw- 
in towards his end, h@fent for me, and delivet'd him. 
fl i in theſe Words: I'm a dying Man; and nothing 
troubles me, but that the laſt thing I beheld, was the 
Diſloyalty of my Maſter's Women: Heaven preſerve 
him from the Misfortunes I foreſee: And when I am 
dead, may my threatning Ghoſt appear to thoſe perf 
dious Wretches, to remind them of their Duty, and 
once again ſtrike Terror into them! Here are the Keys 
ok This venerable Place: Go and carry them to the el- 
deſt of the black Eunuchs; but if after my death he 
fails in his Duty, neglect not thou to advertiſe thy 
Maſter of it. Say ing theſe Words, he expired in my 
. Ar he wrote to thee ſometime before he dy'd, 
concerning the behaviour of thy Wives, I know not: 
There is in the Seraglio a Letter which would have car. 
ried Terror along with it, had it been opened ; that 
which thou wroteſt ſince,was intercepted three Leagues 
from this Place: I know nqt What to make ont: Every 
thing falls out unJuckily, * _ | 
Al this time thy Wives obſerve no manner ol 
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Perſian Lau ss. 


a Decorum : ſince the Death of the chief Eunuch, the 

N think they may do any thing: None bug Roxana conti- 

nues dutiful, and preſerves her Modeſty g thersgrow 
worſe and worſe every Day. We no long Mehold upon 
the Countenance of thy Wives that maſculine and ſe- 

* 

Things I obſerve a Licentiouſneſs till now unknown: 
There prevails among thy very Slaves a certain Indo- 
lence which ſurprizes me: They no longer obſerve the 
Rules of their Duty: They have not that Eagerneſs 

8 nor Zeal for thy Service, which 3 em i to 

a8 animate the whole Seraglio, + # | 

) Tur Women have been eight Days inthe Country, 

the at one of thy privateſt Houſes. The Slave he hath 

We the Care thereof, is ſaid to haye been c 

m- that, ſome time before thy Mies arrivy 

ng had concealed two Men ing de within, 

the the principal Chamber, from whencelihey 

Ve the Night Seaſon, after we were real | 

\m kunuch, who at preſent preſides over us, ig an infirm 

fi. Wretch, and believes every Thing they ſay to him. 

nd My Choler boils at the Thoughts of ſo much Trea- 

Ys chery: And if Heaven ſo ordains it for thy Advantage 1 

155 and better Service, that I ſhall be thought capable of 

he governing: I promiſe thee, and I will undertake, that 

thy it thy Women are not Virtuous, they ſhall at leaſt be 

my Loyal. f 

0, From the Seraglio of Iſpa- a 

ot: han, the 6th. of the A 

cat. Moon Rebiab, 1719. 
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bek, at Paris. hs * 


5 Xx 4 NA and Zelisdeficed to 90 45s Tre Coun. 

did not think fit to refuſe them. Happ 

Cie, + ts haſt faithful Wives and vigilant Slaves: 

My Lot is fallen to command in a Place which Virtue 

ſeems to have choſen for an Aſylum: Depend upon it 

that nothing ſhall paſs —— 2 thy own Eyes 
could be offended: at the Sight of. - 

A Misfortung, hag happened, which gives me no 
£nall Diſfürba Some Armenian Merchants new- 
ly arriv'd at Ipaban, were charged with a Letter from 

me 8 to fetch it: in his Return he 
bbed ae Letter is loſt, Write there. 
For in the prefeat Circum- 
t. needs haye” Win ef 
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f . CxLV. 


Lo 70 Solim, ar the Srraghoof fpaan 
vr the Sorkin nto thy Hand: r ok thee wich 


that which at preſent is the deareſt thing to me in 
the Word; namely my Vengeance: Enxer upon this 
new Employ ; but leave behind thee thy ſeart 2 thy 
= Humanity : 1 bave writteFto my W ivesNo;obcy ghee 
imp licitly: in the Confuſion of ſo. many Crimes they 
13 e dee arch le Teal "pda of thy Eye, I mu 
one 


ich 
in 
this 


juſt 
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owe to thee my Happineſs and my Quiet : | aber me 
back my Seraglio as I left it; but let it be firſt expia- 

ted : Root out the Guilty, and make ſuch tremble as 
Joi have beenſo. What Rewards may'ſt thou not 
expe& from thy Maſter, for ſuch ſignal Services? it is 
thy own Fault, if thou doſt not only ſet thy ſelt vaſtly 


* above thy Condition ; but all Recompences that FI : 


entredi into thy Heart to conceiye. 7 


paris, 4th of the Moon, 
| Chahban, 1719. 
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1 12 cxLVl. 


Usbek 10 bis Wives at rhe Seraglio of enn. 


A Y this Letter be likes a Thunder- bolt, burftin 

from a Cloud amidftFStorm of rattling Hail a 
Lightning. ! Solim is your chief Eunuch, not to watch 
ye, but to puniſh ye: Letthe whole r "Mts..." 
itſelf before him: He is to inſpect your pa 53 
and for the Time to come he ſhall bear ſo ſtrict a Hand 
oyer ye, that you ſnall at leaſt lament your Lofs of Li- 
berty, if you lament not that of your Virtue, 


kart, the 4th of the Moon 
en 1719. N 
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256 Perſtan rLerrefs. 
Pis own Family, and knows no other Country but that 
y herein he drew his firſt Breath. 1 led 4: . ' 
I live here in a barbarous Climate, preſent to every 
Thing that makes me uneaſy, abſent from every Thing 
that may make me happy ꝛ A Heavineſs ſeizes me; [ 
am ſadly dejected; I ſinłk beneath the Preſſure : Me. 
tbinks Jam going to be annihilated; nor do I ſcaree 
teel my ſelf; to be alive, but only at ſuch Times when 
a diſmal Fit of Jealouſy begins to kindle it ſelf, and 
breed in my Soul Fears, Suſpicions, Hatreds and Re. 
pinings. 1 484 41 £ | ff rot he bringing 
Tuo knoweſt me, Neſſir; thou haſt always been 
as throughly acquainted with my Heart as with thy 
own: 1 re thy Pity, wert thou to know my 
deplorable Condition: Sometimes I. wait fix. long 
Months for News from the Seraglio: I count the Mo- 
ments as they flide away; my lnpatience makes then 
ſeem long and tedious: and when the long look'd for 
Minute approaches, there is a ſudden. Revolution in 
my Heart, my Hand trembles in opening the fatal 
Letter: That Diſquiet which rack'd me before, Ia 
ſuch times look upon as the happieſt Scituation I could 


Pe ennie! And 1 dread being pul out of it by a 
Blow that will be more cruel to me than.ten thouſand 


Deaths. * RO EPA 


* 


Bv T whatever Reaſon I had to leave my Country; 
tho? I owe my Life to my Retreat, I can no longer, 
Neſſir, continue in this terrible Exile, Ah why do l 
ſurvive the Chagrin that every Moment greys open 
me? lhave a thouſand Times prefs'd Rita to leave 
this ſtrange Land: but he oppoſes all my Reſolutions: 
He frames a thouſand Pretenees :“ He'feermpro have 
forgot his Country, or rather he feems to — forgot 
his Friend; fo unconcerii is he at my Uneaſtneſs. 
*W'o is me! I long to reviſit my native Country, 

rhaps to beconſe fill More wreeched) Wat ſhall. 
wh there? Only bring back an Object for mʒ Ene- 

ies to wreck their Malice upon. This Wupt all; I. 

Alenter jatothe Seraglio: 1 ſhall there demandian 

AccountoÞthe fata! Hows that pafs din 1 


* 


-2 
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And it 1 find any one guilty; what will become of 


me; if only the Idea of it is ſo intolerable to me at 


this Diſtance, how ſhall I bear it when my Preſence 
"ſhall render it ſtill more ſenſible? how muſt it be for 
me, to ſee and to hear what l can't ſo much as think 


of, without ſhivering with Horror? Laſtly, how muft 
it be, when the Puniſhments which 1 myſelf ſhall pro- 
-nounce;/ſhall- be the eternal Marks of my Confuſion 


and Diſtracion r 


1 ſhall go and ſhut myſelf up within thoſe Walls, 
leſs terrible to the Women that are kept there, than 
tome: 1 ſhall enter with all my Suſpieions about me: 
Their fond Careſſes will not in che leaſt diminiſn them: 
In bed, in their very Arms, 'F ſhalf enjoy nothing but 
Diſquiet ;-at a Time ſo unfit for Reflection, my Jea- 
tonſy will find Matter for it? Worthleſs Scum ot the 
Creation: Vile Slaves whoſe Heart has been for ever 
ſhut to every Sentiment of Love; you would ceaſe to. 
lament your Condition, did you but know the unhap- 
r foot ent pee ee 


- x 0 | ; , 2 4 
Paris, 4th of the Moon on, 
Chahban, 1719, | ; 
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_——— Leir wv rs CXL VHT. 
Voxan 2e Uebel, af Paris. 


| 5 1 "Wes * 8 - T ia 
Honnon, Darkneſs, and Fear reign, throughs 
ourcke whole Seraglio: led Wand tr a fag 8 


4 - 


+ 


Mourning}: A: Tyger each Moment lets looſe all his 


Rage z he has ſentenc'd to a moſt ſevere Puniſhment 


Wo white Euuucbs that have confeſt nothing but their 


lanocence: He has ſold part of our Slaves; and hag 


obliged us to enterchange among our ſelves ſuch others 


ah did not difpoſe of. Zachi and Zelis have receiv'd 
in their - Chamber, in the Obſcurity of - the, Night, 1 


44 
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maſt ſhameful Treatment: the ſacrilegious Wretch 
was ſo bold as to lay his vile Hands on them: He 
keeps us ſhut up in our reſpective Apartments: And 
wrough by Soul is with us, he obliges us to be always 
veird: We are not ſuffer'd to ſpeàk to each other: It 
were a Crime for any Body to write to us; in ſhort, we 
have Liberty to do nothing out to weep. 3 | 
_ , ABandot new Eunucl s is enter d into the Seraglio, 
where they beſtege us Night and Day: our Sleep 1s in- 
ceſſantly interrupted by their real or pretended Suſpi- 
cions. All my Comfort is, that this cannot laſt long, 
And that my Afflictions will end with my Life, and 
that very ſoon, Cruel Usbek, 1 ſhall not give thee an 
Opportunity to puta.Stop to thefe Outrages. 


From the Seraglio ar If pahan 
 _ #he 24 of the Moon Mahar- 
ram, 17 20. 
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LETTER CXLIX. 
Solim to Usbek, at Paris. 


« LANENT, my Fate, magnificent, Lord! and thy 
Fate I lament too: Never did faithful Servant feel 
ſuch a Weight of Woe as I do. Behold here thy Mis- 
— 185 and mine: I cannot write them without trem- 
ng. 
l fwear by all the Prophets in Heaven, that fram 1 
Time thou intruſted thy Wives to my Care, 1 hl | 
watched them Night. and Day: I have not one Mo- 
ment ſuſpended my Vigilance: I began my Miniſtry 
with Chaſtiſements; which I put a Stop to Without 
quitting my natural Auſterity, y.. 
Bur what am | talking ol? why: ſhould I boaſt to 
thee of a Fidelity that has been of no Uſe to thee i for- 
get all my paſt Services: Lock upon sas tg 
3525 n 
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9 
1 
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An olsen :: $3138 £911 lament em 
Lp puniſh me for all choſe Crimes which I have not 
bee . | | 


n able to prevent. 


© Roxane, ie proud Roxana 7 O Heayens, whom 


* 


* 


ſhall we truſt? Thou didſt ſuſpect Zachi, and waſt per- 


fectly ſecure of Roxana; put her ſtern Virtue was all a 


Cheat; it was only à Veil to ber Perfidiouſneſs: F 
ſurprized her in the Arms of a young Man, who, as 
ſoon as ke ſaw he Was diſcover d, fell upon me; He 
gave me two Wounds with his Dagger; the Eunuchs 
coming in at the Noiſe, ſurrounded him; he defended 


himſelf a conſiderable Time, and wounded ſeveral of 


them; he even atrempted to go back into the Cham 
ber, to die, he ſaid, in Roxana's Sight: but at: length. 
he was overpowered, and fell dead at our Peet. 
I know not, ſublime Lord, whether I ought to wait 
for thy ſevere Orders: Thou haſt committed thy Ven- 
geance to my Care, and I ought not to defer it. 


From the Serag lio at Iſpahan, 1 
te 8th of the Moon Rebi- 
ab, 1720. | 3" 60h - 
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LETTER CL. 


x 
©, 


. © Roxana 20 Usbek, at Paris. 


Eunuchs: I made a Sport of thy Jealouſy; 
found Mea ps to turn thy hated Seraglio into a face of 


; 3 xt 


Fog reand Delight, 


Y E5, have deceived thee, A haye eormpredthy 


feel the near approaches of Death; the Poiſon is 
working in my Veins; For, what ſhould I do here, 
ſince the only Man that made Life agreeable is no 
more? 1 : My Ghoſt is upon the Wing, 
but takes its Flight in good Company: I have juſt ſent, 
away thoſe ſacxilegious Guardians that have ſhed the 


pureſt Blood in the World. 
| | How 
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How could'ſt thou think me fo credulous,. 45 t0 


fancy my ſelf ſent into the World for no other purpoſe 


than to adore thy Caprices? that at the ſame time thou 
allowed'ſt thy ſelt all Manner of Liberties, thou hadſt 
L. liv'd ind 


à Right to confine all my Deſires ? N 

in Servitude ur fill I wag free : Ereformed thy Laws 
by thoſe of Nature, and my Mind: (till kept itiell in- 
dependent, 


Tu ou onghteſt even to thank me for the Sacrifice 
I made thee, in humbling my ſelf ſo much as to ſeem 
faithful to thee; in poorly confining within my Heart 
what loughtto have made conſpicuous to the whole 
Worlds Laſtly, in prophaning of Virtue, by ſuftering 
to go by that Name, my Submiſſion to thy Whims. 

- Trov waſt amaz'd at not finding in me the Tran- 
Ne Love: hadſt thou thoroughly known me, 
thou hadſt tound nothing in my Heart but the moſt vi- 
olent Hatred, 04 

Bur thou. haſt had a long Time the Advantage of 


— that a Heart like mine was a Slave to thee: 
Cc 


we were both of us happy: you fancy'd you cheated 
me, and J all the while actually cheated you. 
« DouB ILEss.this. Language-lecms new to these: 
is it poſſible, after I have oyerwhelm'd thee with Grief, 
I ſhould likewife force thee to admire my Courage? 
but it is done: the Poiſon conſumes me: my Strength 
forſakes me: my Pen drops out of my Hand: I feel 


even my very Hatred decay ; Y am dying, 1 


** 


From ilie Seraglia at I pahan, 
8 the 8th of the Moon Rebi-. | 
70 Ab, 1720, Bi. - i 


